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'Diviner' or 'Water Witch,' This Priest Is It 
"Being called' a 'diviner' is 

not too bad, but to be tabbed 
a 'water witch' is positively 
embarrassing." So says Colum-
ban Father Eugene Ryan who, 
regardless of title, has proven 
his ability to find water with 
a forked stick. 

A wiry, intense man of 41, 
Father Ryan is a native of 
Dublin, Ireland. During a stop
over at the Columban Fathers' 
headquarters near Omaha, 
Neb., he discussed his unique 
talent with a soft brogue un
diminished after 14 years as a 
Columban missionary in 
Korea. 

"Wells have been turning 
up under my feet for six 
years now," Father Ryan said, 
"ever since a French priest 
passing through our diocese 
showed me how to use the 
forked stick. If you have the 
knack, any kind of V-shaped 
branch will do," Father as
sured, "contrary to old wives' 
tales, it doesn't have to be 
willow or peach." 

To demonstrate, the Colum
ban priest snapped a yard-long 
forked limb off a nearby bush. 
He gripped the arms of the 
rod with his knuckles toward 
the ground and set out across 
a field, displaying the head-

down concentration of a pro
fessional golfer pondering his 
next shot. 

As he paced, the rod began 
to vibrate and a steady down
ward pull developed, over-, 
coming the priest's clenched-
fist efforts to keep it straight. 
Finally the branch tipped 
downward and remained rig
idly bent until Father Ryan 
walked on. He turned back 
over the spot and the rod 
twitched, then nose - dived 
again. 

It turned out Father Ryan 
was right when he declared. 
"There's water here." He was 
standing over a buried water 
main! 

Another Columban mission
ary in Korea, Father Charles 
O'Rourke of Council Bluffs, 
la., verified Father Ryan's 
water-divining talent. 

"Five years ago the well in 
one of my mission villages 
dried up," the Iowan recalled. 
"I'd heard about Father Ryan, 
and the people were desper
ate, so we brought him down. 
He silenced the scoffers by 
finding what is still the only 
source of water in the town. 
Matter of fact there are now 
five pumps on the well," Fath

e r O'Rourke added, "and we 
are sharing our supply with 
several other villages." 

Father Ryan is at a loss to 
explain "the power", as awe
struck Korean villagers refer 
to his water-locating ability. 
"That old French priest only 
said some people have it and 
others don't. I seem to have it, 
but can't begin to explain why 
or how." 

During a nationwide drought 
last year, the missionary's 
"power" was matched against 
a university team dispatched 
to Kwangju area by South 
Korea's President. 

"We crossed paths in a 
driedup little village near the 
southern coast," Father mused. 
"There were four of them, 
armed with hydrometers and 

all sorts of scientific equip
ment. I felt positively shabby 
with only a weather-beaten 
forked stick," he said. 

"I tried to defer to the ex
perts," Father Ryan explain
ed, "but the villagers would 
have none of it. So I began 
searching the area, with every 
man, woman and child who 
lived there trailing along after 
me. The four university men 
came, too, plainly amused at 
the Pied Piper spectacle the 
villagers and I created. 

"Then the rod dipped 
down," Father said, "and the 
yammering of the crowd ceas
ed abruptly. I tested the spot 
from several angles, both to 
confirm the find and to guage 
the approximate depth by the 
tilt of the branch. A little sigh 
from the crowd followed the 

rod every time It bent down
ward. Finally, I told them to 
dig there, about 90 feet down." 

The little priest rubbed his 
forehead as he recalled the 
university team's reaction. 
"They got awfully excited; 
said they had checked that 
whole area and found nothing 
but solid rock. Their leader, 
a full professor of geology, in
sisted that to dig there would 
be a waste of time and energy. 

"Those poor parched vil

lagers had nothing to lose so 
they started digging anyway," 

, Father said. "Praise God, they 
hit an artesian well at 80 feet; 
it's still producing about 20,-
000 gallons of water a day. 

"Unhappily, I can't repeat 
what the professor said when 
we hit water," Father Ryan 
said, a smile tracing across his 
face, "or what some of the vil
lagers said to him. But I can 
state that I made some con
versions that day—both as a 
priest and as a water-witch!" 

Columban Father Eugene Ryan and forked stick. 

50 YEARS FOR 
CHINESE CHURCH 

Hong Kong — (RNS) — The 
Church of Christ in China has 
marked its 50th anniversary. 
Driven from the mainland long 
since, the church has continued 
here. It was a fusion of Presby
terian, United Brethren, United 
Church of Canada, Congrega-
tionalist and Baptist bodies. 

Hey, 
Mrs. 
Santo Wednesday 

is Prince 
Spaghetti 
Day... 
that leaves 
oodles of 
time for 
noodles. 
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SALE 

OUR THANKS 
TO YOU . . . 

and a happy 5th 
Anniversary To Us! 

ALL 
YARNS 
20 % OFF 
FRIDAY, NOV. 29 

SATURDAY, NOV. 30 

'CELLAR 
15 NEWTON RD. 
off 2000 Ridge Rd. W. 

la . l . « Thur, ID - . 
Sit. IOO 

Phone 225-1605 

TOMORROWS 
WHISKEY 

The whiskey of the future will taste light, 
Yet flavorful. Mixable. But the taste 
won't get drowned by the mixer. 
That's a lot to ask for, but it's just what you get 
when you ask for Carstairs. 
Tomorrow's whiskey. Ten years ahead 
of the field. Yours to enjoy today. 
And tomorrow. 
And tomorrow. .^^^^. "^9^. #M 
And tomorrow. .^^^^m. iHk, >9 

. 

Carstairs _ 
is ten years ahead 
or its time, 
VICTO»ISCHtt»CO., 'NC- . N.YC. CAKTAIK MENDED WHISKSY, 80 PSOOf. 72% CHAIN NEUTRAl SPIRITS 

SIRLOIN ROOM 
103 STATE ST. 

Downtown Elmira 

7 3 4 - 9 1 1 3 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

ALLENDALE DAIRY 
The Richest Milk in Town 

DIAL RE 3-1761 
1364 COLLEGE AVE. 
ELMIRA, NEW YORK 

PASTEURIZED A N D HOMOGENIZED MILK 

CHOCOLATE MILK • COFFEE CREAM 

COTTAGE CHEESE • BUTTERMILK 

HIGH GRADE CREAMERY BUTTER AND EGGS • PERX 

GROCERIES 
COLD MEATS 

COLD BEVERAGES 

COMBINED CONCERT p.m. Sunday, Nov. 24, in Holy 
Redeemer Church, Hudson ana 

Choirs of Holy Redeemer Clifford Avenues. 
C h u r c h and the Lutheran H o l y Redeemer singers will 
Church of the Resurrection will De ied by John Woolfolk, direc-
give a combined concert at 4 tor and organist. 

\MiachcunacalHt 
It's a young plant. 

A seedling. It's the corporate symbol • 
of Paul H. Christiansen & Co., Inc. 
Investment bankers. 

It's growth. For Rochester corpora
tions and Rochester people. Your 
growth. 

It's Paul H. Christiansen & Co., Inc. 
Underwriters. Financial consultants. 
Over-the-counter trading. 

We're new. Brand-new. And we've 
got some new ideas. 

Ideas for growth. 

Paul H.Christiansen & Co.,Inc. 
ONE EXCHANGE STREET, ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 14614 • 325-1070 

Member. National Association of Securities Dealers 

on 
Dishwashin 

Introducing the Brand New 
FRIGIDAIRE 

j!jjjf Dishmobile 
I'1 ig idai re 's new - l a n l mi d i shwash ing is de l in i le ly 

I he hon ien iaker . It 's just p la in easier to load 

l - designed In provide the ll l i isl c l l i e ien t d i shwash ing . I IK' 
ent i ic lu!) is swept wi th jets of water f rom all d i rec t ions , so 
dishes eome out cleaner. Hand r ins ing or sc rap ing ol nor-
malK soiled dishes is e l iminated loo . because soft loud 
part icles are l iqu i f ied and flushed down the d ra in . 

Kor your convenience, you have your choice o f Regu
lar Wash-Short V iash-Kinse and Dry and Plate Warmer . 
I b e Uinse and Dry c \ c l e is perfect for c lean ing breakfast 
and luncheon dishes and stor ing t l i em un t i l you get a l u l l 
load at d i nne r t ime. The re ' s also a spols-away r inse condi
tioner 
ware. Wf course 
(luirei 

ind silver-
load at d i nne r t ime. I here 

that helps e l im ina te spoi l ing on glasses 
" ' ' course . . . there 's no ins ta l la t ion or w i r i n g rc-

iust plug it in . 

Available in White, 
Copper & Avocado 

5-YEAR WARRANTY 
1-year Warranty tor re
pair of any defect with
out charge, plus 4-year 
Protection Plan (parts 
only) for furnishing re
placement tor any defec
tive part In the motor, 
pump, and water circu
lating system. 

Helps atsure dependability. 
Exclusive 5-year nationwide War
ranty is backed by GM, the Mark 
of Excellence people. 

Specially Priced for the 

Holiday Season 

$ 

ROCHESTER GAS AND ELECTRIC 
89 EAST A VENUE • 546-2700 199 95 

Model DW-CDTP 
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