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Mission Sisters in Brazil

'We Have No Illusions about Being Heroes'
The word from our n u n s in
Uberlandia:

15

Julius Kessler Company, Lawrenceburg, Indiana.
Blended Whiskey. 86 Proof. 72 >/2% Grain Neutral Spirits.

The sisters went to Uberlandia on the invitation of the
Oblate Fathers, with whom they
work in organized parish teams.

"We have n o illusions about
being heroes."

They miss the village atmosphere of Mateira and say that
the move was more of a wrench,
in a way, than their departure
from here, "because the bonds
had grown deep." They feel that
they will never know the city
people so well as they knew
those of the "interior."

Uberlandia? A n industrial city
in south-central Brazil, about 250
miles due s o u t h of the new.
hinterland capital, Brasilia.
Three St. Joseph sisters -went
to work there last March, movi n g from the small towns where
t h e Rochester community had
established missions during the
previous four years.

Smooth as Silk.
We s a y it over a n d over again
on our labels just to make
^sure y o u get the
message.
But i f you won't take us at our
jword, taste Kessler.
Then you'll get the
jmessage. You might even
spread it around.

They gather that their people
are temperamentally unable to
believe in their own success
until they have seen it, and
that the "outsider's" job is to
show the way. Sister Regis has
noted results in her work with
married couples: they have
banded together and approached
the mayor on the matter of
public utilities.

Uberlandia i s 250 m i l e s of
d i r t road f r o m Mateira, their
original station — 10 h o u r s by
bus.
The sisters reported this -week
to the Motherhouse here o n the
direction t h e i r work is taking:
away from schools, into the
families. They have settled into
Bom Jesu parish, one o f the
poorest in t h e city of 300,000.
T h e people, they say, "have
great good will, and not much
more."

Sister Jogues chats with Dona Terezinha and her little son in a section of

And in promoting lay participation in the liturgy, all have
seen "something of a mircle,
and a consolation" in the response of people "of little education and few cultural opportunities."

Sister-Rose Alma H a y e s is
the parish called President Roosevelt.
training catecnists, getting parThe signs of the times are
e n t s to bring their children for
not always clear," Sister Jogues
instruction, teaching religion homes, "tiny, almost demoraliz- another a n d the common good water. The heads of social ser- wrote, but the missioners feel
vice organizations are her con- "secure in the insecurity of
also in a small high school and, ing for a family, b u t attractive of the area."
tacts, and she is sure that "the Christianity, trusting to be guidat the convent, tutoring a small to the people because of their
Jogues McKay h a s what Catholic presence" is needed ed
-group in English.
newness. It is a perfect arrange; sheSister
calls an "amateur urban and accepted, and that social]
Sister Regis Sarkis' field is a ment f o r forming a community ministry," centered, in a section srvice is the way to begin ecu- "We have no illusions about
housing project of 300 new of persons interested in one that is without city lights "and menical activity.
being heroes."

CCD Teacher Is Gone but Her Legacy Lives On
by J o a n Zummo
Among t h e many people in
t h e Diocese of Rochester involved in C C D activities you
will find represented nealy
every kind o f person and personality imaginable. There are
men and women from the city,
t h e suburbs, and from small
towns, people from almost any
profession, a n d with educational backgrounds j u s t as
varied. Each brings a unique
personality t o the program
and and each in his own way
gives of himself to otners.
Since CCD workers in this
diocese, as i n most places, are
volunteers, their efforts involve sacrifices by themselves
and their families.
The story o f one particular
CCD teacher illustrates the
truly Christ-like selflessness
that can motivate these sacrifices.
Karen Kantar was a young
wife and t h e mother o f two
preschool children. In 1966
she enrolled i n the CCD training course a n d began to teach
a third grade class in h e r parish, Holy Rosary In Rochester.
Shortly after that she learned
that she h a d cancer. Despite

steadily increasing pain and
weekly two-day trips to Roswell she continued to teach
her Saturday morning classes
through that whole school
year. Although t h e disease
had become much worse by
the beginning of the next
school year she started teaching i n the afll. By Thanksgiving, however, she had to give
up h e r class and was confined
to Roswell. Even while undergoing treatment during
this time she kept planning
classes and reatfmg catechetical material. S h e kept in
touch with her class through
letters and cards. She and
her spirit were a n inspiration
both t o her students and to
her fellow teachers.

It would be more than presumptuous to claim that all
CCD teachers are as selfless
as was Karen Kantar. Motives
for being involved in catechetical work are as varied as the
people involved, but they do
in common that one factor of
wanting to spread t h e Good
News of the Gospels. "

Desire and inspiration, however motivating, do not make
a person into a teacher. The
Diocese of Rochester h a s therefore, established a CCD training program for lay people.
The 30 week course running
from September through May
Is composed of weekly two
hour classes which meet at a
number of locations i n Rochester and around the Diocese.
The classes consist of one
Although she died on March
of doctrine, taught by
20, 1968, her influence has not. hour
and one hour of
ended, I never knew or met priests,
taught by nuns who
Karen Kantar, b u t her life methods,
are
experienced
teachers
has touched m i n e through
These
nuns
and
priests
volunpeople she did know, and influence, and inspire. She was
a person who made Christ
live i n the world not only
through her words, but
through her life and even
through her death. It is a
legacy that any catechist
could be proud t o leave.

teer their time not only to
teach these classes, but also
to attend training and planning sessions during the summer and in the fall before
classes start
This instruction program is
under the supervision of Fr.
Daniel Holland, Assistant Diocesan-Director of CCD. Training of religious for CCD programs is supervised by Sr. Gilmary, S.M.H.S.H.
In 1966-67 over 350 people
graduated from these courses,
in 1967-68 the number had
jumped to nearly 900, and this
year the number will be even
higher. Add to these numbers
the people who took the
course in previous years,
those who have not taken the
course but who have professional teaching training, and
that very small percentage of
persons in the program who

have no formal training, and
it is obvious that there are
thousands of people actively
involved in the CCD programs
of the Diocese. When you take
your child to religion class
this Saturday, why not stop to
meet that one particular person out of these thousands
who is devoting hours of time
each week to bringing the
word of God to your child.

Hey,
Mrs.
McGee
Wednesday
is Prince
Spaghetti
Day...
Give it a
fair shake.
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732-9376
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"Where Athletes Meet

IN OUR NEW LOCATION SOON — 350 W. CHURCH ST. cor. COLUMBIA

Serving the Greater Elmira-Horseheads Area
,

'

iiiiiinn-fllin

.........•mfacm

PHILIP M.

SUTTON
ONE STOP INSURANCE CENTER
COMPUTER PLANNED

Lit* Iniunnc* Progrjntmid
From Your Confidant!*! Pitt

High OualHy I I I I T A
B
v
L
*
'
- l ooww Cost
Pull Covtragt F o r Corcful Drivajr* of ALL AGES
While Y o u and Your HOSPITAL POLICY ar« conflnd In
b t d , OUR Hospital INCOME POLICY
b o u t buying grocwiw.
Low I n t e r e s t , P r e f e r r e d Risk

Financing of Autos, Travel
Trailers and Boats.
IMUMKHJU

INSURANCI PACKAfll MOHTHIT PAY FLAW
umjujuut

Change t o Our Special Form

HOMEOWNERS
"ALL tt«K" C o w a g o o n Your Pwlllngj

§27 Llnciln St., Elmira
•

734-1386

Life - H e a l t h . Bmlnew - Auto - T r c m l - Property • Boot
- '
HU PARKIN*
= = = = =

The Water Heater for the Growing Family

607 R E 4-5277

INVEST for LIFE and ETERNITY
through our Mission Contract

You will have an assured interna from your money, and your
good dead will assist needy students to the Priesthood.
If y o u invest money through our

CONTRACT

LIFE INCOME MISSION

(A GIFT ANNUITY) you will have . . .

• No worry about the stock market. Receive a check every month
as long as you live. Substantial Tax Benefits.
• A remembrance in the prayers and Masses of our S.V.D. missionaries throughout the world.
• The consolation of aiding the Apostolic work of the Church. c J
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Send me information on your Life IncomettsskmContract taunt: $ _
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But many times, as your family increases, your old water heater seems to
shrink. You find you're running out of hot water in the middle of a shower, or
the water isn't hot enough for the second batch of clothes. If this is the case, now
is the time to switch to the water heater that grows with your family — an A. O.
Smith Permaglas gas water heater. _
Because A. O. Smith is quality constructed throughout, it's able to keep up
with your increasing demands. The glass lining is built to take numerous changes
that occur when converting cold water to hot. And the thick blanket of insulation
keeps the hot water in the tank — where you want it!
So, if your old water heater can't keep up with your growing family — stop
in and see us. We'll see that you get an A. O. Smith that grows with you.

Includct Dollvory and Normal Installation

A. 0 . Smith
Pormaglas G a t W a t e r

$ 1 A 095

149

Heater

10 ••llaa Ma*)

e

M a p t TarnH - Aa Law « $1.00 • Mat*

Address.
City

Active growing families need lots of hot water. There are many, many baths,
many washings and much cleaning t o be done. And, as the family grows, so docs
the number of helpful appliances t o make life easier. Soon -an automatic dishwasher is added, then a new and bigger washer — all to keep you, your family
and your home as neat as a pin.
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REV. FATHER RALPH S.V.D. CATHOLIC UNIVERSITIES
316 N. MICHIGAN /

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60601
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