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Editorial by Bishop Fulton J. Sheen

Christ the Disturber

I never heard of anyone jumpin g overboard because he did not
like the captain or because one of the crew got drunk But today one
hears it said: “Why should I go to chu rch when so many of you priests
give scandal®’, or ‘““Why must I listen o one who is more interested in
shocking me by a denial of truth rathaer than by the deepening of its
mystery”. “Why go to Mass to have someone's ego set up as a norm
of truth instead of the Church, sayirg ‘the world is my oyster, my
game, my preserve. Nobody can touck me, punish me, command me,
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teach me or limit me’.

We grant all this with sorrow but we beg your thoughtful con-
cern. Remember that the Lord made rmen and not angels the ministers
of His Gospel. Staxs can be reflected in the puddle inthe gutter; the
sun_is not polluted because it shines through a dirty window. But
because an infinitesimally small numb»er of us lose thefaith, you must
not lose yours. Look not at the few of us with “black hats” — there
are more “white hats” than “black hats” in the Church. Why do we
see the hole and not the doughnut? Remember that the press is
interested omly in those who break the Commandments, not those
who keep the Cormmandments. Any opublicity for the good, as Our
Blessed Lord said, must be reserved for later on: ‘“Their names are
written in the Kingdom of Heaven'>. | beg you, therefore, not to
abandon the love and service of God by staying away from Mass or
by neglecting to visit Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament.

These are trying times but they zare good times too, for the Lord
is decreasing our quantity to increase our quality. May we offer you
then a few thoughts about why you should unite yourself to your
Saviour and Intercessor at least one day a week:

1—THE MASS A CURE FOR EGO INFLATION:

_ The first reason is that you may rid yourselves of pride and self-
centeredness. Left to ourselves, we maay fail to see how self-centered
we have become, but our enemies alw ays notice it much more clearly
than our friends. Our Lord is the onky one who knows what goes on
in our conscience better than ourselvess: “He knew what was in man”.
But here is the difference between the enemies and the Lord: He
brings healing to our pride; He will riot let us lie down in a manmner
of defeat but will lift us up. That is why we want to gather around
the Cross at Holy Mass: to have our conscience enlightened by the
Word and the Spirit and to have gui 1t washed away by the renewal
of His Sacrifice. Once we throw off our rags of self-righteousness we
will see ourselves as prisoners in a cdeath cell with His love for us
the only possible release; then by sorme great mystery the worse we
are the more He loves us. That is why we should try to assist at
Mass even daily to be daily loved by L.ove.

Some may justify their want of righteousness before God by say-
ing that all God wants is social service. Certainly He wants the love
of neighbor, but the love of neighboxr which gets beyond a tearless
humanitarianism requires that we be filled first with His own love.

wuerOur consclenee plays all kinds of tricks on us to make us avoid-self- -

renewal as a condition of social rencwzal: it convinces us we ought to

take up a placard indtead of a cross, to join the picket line instead

of a confession line and to ease our own conscience by finding fault
with theé conscience of others. But basically, why do we do this if it
is not to avoid the Tormenting Presence of Christ Who invades the
reserves of selfsatisfaction. Writes T. E. Eliot:

“Why should men love the Chur-ch?
“Why shhould they love Her laws™

“She tells thern of life and death

“And of all they would forget.

“She is tender where they would be hard,
“And hard where they would he soft,
“She tells thern of evil and sin

“And other unipleasant facts.”

To foster our smugness and to shield our eyes from the blazing
Cross, we sneer: “Do you still believe that?" when down deep in our
hearts we kraow that there is somethi#ng wrong with us and only He
can make it right. But we cannot have God without risk. He is no
bargain basement mor is the Holy Mass a television show we can shut
off and then goback to live as before. Sunday is not the rest day after
six days of wrork; that is what the Sab»bath was in the 0ld Testament.
But in the New Testament Sunday is the rest which prepares for the
labor of the week, the refreshment before the worlks, the filling sta-
tion before the journey, the Come €0 Me before the “go into the
world”.

2—S0CIAL RENEWAL THROUGH SELF RENEWAL:

This brimgs us to the second reason of why we worship God on
Sundays, namely, that we may be apostolic and generous and social
minded the rest of the week. On Suriday we fill the salt cellar, for
Our Lord said “You are the salt of the earth’’. The other days we
scatter that salt upon the earth. Sunday is the yeast which leavens
the dough of the other days. In previous generations, the error was
to keep our saltiness in our salt cellars and to be unconcerned with
the world. In this generation, our error is to think the earth needs no
salt but only our-honey of approval or our vinegar of protest.

By identifying yourself with the Death and the risen Life of
Christ (and the Eucharist embraces both) you identify yourself with

~ Christ that you may make Him credible to others. God will not work

through you unless you give yoursel £ to Him. He hreaks down no
doors. Only a power from above can release a power from within.

3—SPECIAL NEED IN OUR TEMES FOR UNITY WITH
CHRIST IN THE MASS:

A third resson and quite differ~ent from the traditional ones
which may ber offered is that we need <closer unity now with Our Lord
than ever before. Who would have thought that the atomic bomb
would supply the reason? This is preciisely the point made by the dis-
tinguished scientist, Dr. Arthur Compston who was commissioned by
President Roosevelt to create the first atomic bomb. On that
momentous Dec. 2, 1942 when the atoxrm was split, Dr. Compton’s first
thought was gratitude to God for unweiling this great secret of Na-
ture, which men would use either for progress or for destruction. But
he said that there was one thing from this point on which would
never be the same again: This is what he wrote down: “Man must
now go the way of Jesus or perish”,

If there were a precocious or accidental triggering of a nuclear
war-head, our churches would be jammed as they were at the scare
Orson Wells excited some years ago. Then we who hanish the Lord
to the edges of our life, in fear would claim Him as our Center. The
God we made to ourr image and likenesss is not God atall but a ‘bub-
ble’ or a ‘feeling’ or a ‘sentiment’ or ‘a hobby horse for bigots. But
even then the Lord will not reject us as He revealed in the parable
of His readiness to open the door to the starving and to be a Counsel
In our defense. His is a love which wvould rather console than con-
demn. Even though we live in a pigsty like the prodigal, we must
not listen to false prophets to justifyr such an existence but rather

-say: “I know the Heaverily Father loves me and will meet me on the

road if T but move to return.” He has a lamp burning as he waits for
you — the tabernacle lamp. It is the- signal He wants you to come
home — if not dailw, at least every Sumnday.

" Let us face up to ourselves. We are all willing to give Christ a
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World Day of Peace

I Scheduled Jan. |

tion for these dforts from thé side

Vatican City—(NRS)—Newly stir-
of the Hanoi xggime,

ring hope for early peace in Vietnam
is a boost to Pope Paul’s “World
Day of Peace” scheduled for Jan. 1,
Vatican officials say. For months
the Pontifical Commission for Jus-
tice and Peace has been planning for
New Years Day ceremonies of prayer
and meditation.

Vatican officiils are reluctant to
talk about this sspect of its moves
in the hope thzata better mood may
prevail eventually in North Vietnam.

In his Sunday homnily of Nov. 3
the Pope was guaniedly hopeful.
Peace in Vietnam he tod the faithful
gathered as usuil under his window
in St. Peters Square, has been the
anxiety of the wrld. “It should now,”

The Pope has given unusual per-
sonal attention to this contribution
to an atmosphere favorable to world
fraternity. In carrying out the Pope’s
wishes, the commission has circula-
rized material and suggestions to
episcopal conferences throughout the
world. The Lay Council of the Com-
mission sent similar data to its
national correspondents and interna-
tional Catholic organizations.

The first “World Day of Peace”
was celebrated a year ago. Its suc-
cess around the world, despite short
advance preparation, encouraged the
Pope to make the program an annual
event. The peace talks In Paris, the
Vatican feels, make the commemora-
tiom particularly timely.

new day.”

That day he went on, is an era

relations betwea peoples, or ideol-
ogies of power-, revolution and totali-
tarian exclusiveness dominate the
philosophy and the policies of na-
tions, thenceforth members of one
sole humanity.>

As usual Pope Paul disclaimed any
thought of pear at any price.

The peace to be sught, he de
clared, “is not base and shameful
weakness, It #s not indifference to
the inalienable wlues of jJustice and
liberty, but a more profound sense
of these values In the conscience of
humanity.”

‘There are other sores in the world,
he concluded, where humanity bleeds.
These too muzst be healed by the
continuing foramtion of consciences
towards the will to peace.

Paris negotiations mark the close
of a memorable historic chapter in
the Holy See’s perennial action for
peace and justice among men. The
voice of the WVaticam has been a
modest one and no particular credit
is claimed for whatever progress has
been realized thus far. ‘““We have
done what we could for this hoped-
for peace,” declared the pontiff
simply in his usual Sunday homily
to the faithful on Nov. 3.

At this moment no new papal
diplomatic initiative is expected, now
that the contending parties are face
to face. Any further moves beyond
encouraging everyone concerned to
come to a settlement would bring
the Vatican to the point of seeming
to put pressure on one or the other
parties in favor of a particular solu-
tion. This has never been the desire
of Paul VI.

In the past two years the Pope
has made approaches to all parties
and their seconds. In fact, he seemed
deliberately to court the charge of
political interfercnce. He appealed
directly to Washington, Hanoi and
Saigon as well as to Moscow and
Pcking. He tried to send humanitarian
relief to both North and South Viet-
nam, directly and indirectly in ac
cordance with the Vatican tradition
of undiscriminating charity to all
belligerents and their peoples.

Vatican City — (RNS) — Pope
Paul VI, in am iddres to some 90
members and advisers of the Secre-
tariat for Christin Unity ataplenary
meeting here, citicized the “‘tem-
pestuous measures™ tikem by some
Catholics who hwve engaged in un-
authorized interormmmunion and in-
ter-celebration.

The Pope pTised ecumenical ac-
tivity and paxtiularly the *“direc-
tory" which wu compiled by the
Sercetariat estiblishing  guidelines
for eccumnenical cntacts

But he varnedof “certain undesir-
able experimeml” taking place in
various areas. “These include the ad-
mission of non—(itholis to Commun-
jonn at <Catholi3c services, participa-
tion by Catholles in non-Catholic
Communion sexvices and concelebra-

In respect for the truth, it must
be recorded that the Holy See re-
ceived little reciprocity or recogni

Pontiff Answers ‘God Is Dead’ Proponents

able to think o©of God and thinks he
can better organize his own life and
the life of socicdy by neglecting, by
ignoring and By denylng the name
of God."™

The Pope strssed that “modern
man has more need ind more ca-
pacity than manin the past to come
into comntact with the mystery of
God, but it is liss easy for him to
face up to and tadmii the necessity
and this inescapile mystery, because

+ {
(NC News Service)

Vatican City—Pope Paul VI has
answered those. who claim “God s
dead.”

"It is not the Sun that has been
extinguished, it is the eye of man
that is clouded over,”” he sald at his
weekly general audience (Nov., 13)

Speaking to the thousands gathered
in St Peter's basilica, Pope Paul
approached the “death of God" con-
troversy from objective and subjec-
tive aspects. Regarding its objective
significance, he said: "“There is no
morce violenl and sacrilegious con-
tradiction than the one which erupts

he said, “become the symbol of a

“when force will no longer decide

Pope Criticizes
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tion by dergymen of different re-
ligrions.

“Far from promoting progress in
an ccumaical direction,” the Pope
said, “‘such ‘Thasty initiatives retard
progress, since they do not take into
account the essential basic links
existing betwreen the mystery of the
Eucharist arad the mystery of the
Church.”

These ativities also *‘prejudice the
accord which at this time has not yet
been achiwved as to the nature of the
ministry md of the Eucharist,” the
Pope said

He caullomed that ‘“the road to
ecunenisn is long and difficalt he-
cause it onnot avoid the way of the
ologlcal truths.”

“The hour of union will come,” he
said, ‘“but it will be God who will

he has wilerned his sphere of study
and obsemvation . and has im-
mensely extended the field of his
sensible ciperience,

There i5 an irreducible clash be-
tween the doctrines of atheism and
of revealdd and rational belief, the
Pope conduded, and added:

“Truath, when it is whole and

Word for Sunday

between the two terms, God and
death.”

He said this equates “Being and
non-being, Life and its negation, the
Absolute and the absurd, Necessity
and the inconsistent, Truth and its
annulment, Happiness and despair.”

By Fathex Albert Shamon

False propheets were the bane of
the 0l Treatment. Ialse messiahs
are the bane ofthe New. They will
appear, warned Christ. The ware
they peddle is oror: their version
of truth, not Christ's We wonder
if they are ot mow at work, for
truth is so often Qislorted today.

But, the Pope said, the concept of
the death of God.us used by modern
men is a subjective concept, ‘that is
lo say, the thought of man who no
longer knows how to give a sense, a
value o the ineffable name of God.
God is said to be dead in the men-
tality of man. It is not the Sun that
has been extinguished, it is the eye
of man that is clouded over.”

The Pope analyzed the current Consider thre good lerm “people
thought behind the God-is-dead con-
cept. “Religious indifference is fash-
ionable,” he said “Secularization is
admitted by many as a process of
thought which finds in itself and in
a knowledge of things an autonomy
which dispenses from reference to
a higher and transcendent principle
which is called God.

the people of God 'was displayed.
It was a pictwre of people — all
kinds of people, blacks and whites,
even nuns with flying veils. I asked
a staff membo, where were the
bishops and the priests, the mitres
and birettas. “Dn’t they belong to
the people of God? No answer
only confirmed my suspicion that
to many person, “‘peple of God,”
means just laily, If the people of
Gaod is the Chirch, and the lai

are the peoplc of God, then the
laity are the Chuirch. [s it any won-
der, then, thatwve see autonomous
organizations «of {ay people arising

“Mectaphysics, it is said, is fin-
ished. Atheism uses science as a
shield to assert itself, as a liberator,
a conquest. Knowledge of God, it
is maintained, is impossible and, in
addition, is useless and indeed Harm-
ful. Moderm man no longer seems

few pennies in our hand but we tremble lest Hee should grab our
finger. He is the Disturber; He leads us into thre hell of our own
inner conscience and out again with joy. He gives us no peace in our
self-rightcous conscience as He says: “1 came nol to bring peace
but the sword”. Until we have met Him Who oppses us, we have

not met Him at all. Our Lord acts just the oppositeof the devil. The:

dev.il always begins as our advocate and our’ defemder principally by
saying, “This is no sin”, “Don’t be ridiculous”, “You deide what is
right and wrong". But after the sin the devil chaiges his role and
becon_les the accuser and the tormenter: “Now thext is no hope, take
to drink or LSD or rebellion to try to forget”. And one falls into
despair which is the beginning of hell.

Our Lord Who hegins as the Disturber and €he Acwuser jolting
us out of false security in the end becomes our forgiveness, our joy
and our peace. After He has made wounds in our conscience and
stuffed them with the gauze of self-despising, then He isour partmer,
our protector: “If your sins are as scarlet, they shil be made white
as snow; if they are as red as crimson they shall be made as white
as wqol”‘ And because He reaches out His love for rme, I can love
Hlm In return. [ love because I am loved. The chilli who does wrong
hides so that his mother will not accuse. How oftemwe. to stay away
from the Lord lest He reveal any one of our sewm sins which are
the pallbearers of the soul. The boy with the fingewrs in the jam, as
he stands on a chair in the pantry, says to his mother, ““Now Mummy,
don’t get mad’’. The mother is not mad, the boy is pnjecting the anger
which he feels his mother should bear to him, to himself. It is not
the pord Who accuses, it is our inner self. The Lor stands ready to
forgive. If you had never sinned, you could never call Christ *Saviour.

of God.” At a frach-in, a poster of -

False Messiahs Divide Church

in the Chrarch to speak to the
Church?

Actually the term ‘“‘people of
Gol” mukes its clear that the hier-
archy alme is not the Church: but
it makes it equally clear that the
people done are nol. The people
of God s the whole Church, the
quarry vhence is hewn both the
hicrarchy and the laity. Reread
chipters 2, 3, and 4 of the Consti-
tutiomm on thae Church. The term is
an 0ld Testament one relating the
Church fo the Chosen People and
binding alt the rich connotation
of the anciemt people of God to the
Chirch itself.

Or comider the distortion of the
concept of €he lay apostolate. Vati-
can IXI cilled upon the laity to take
a more ictive role in the mission
of the Chuxch. False messiahs, it
seums, interpret this to mean they
must actas watchdogs of the hier-
archy. Hirdly a statement or proj-
ect can issue from the hierarchy
thal is net ¥xmet wiith dissent or de-
fiance. Hlerarchical word and ac-
tion are, to quote Shakespeare,
served, st in a mnotebook, learn’d
anl com'd by rote, to cast into
their tecth.”

The tuth is, the lay apostolate
mens the laity should be the
briige between the Church and
the worll. The lay thrust should
be the bridge between the Church
and the world. The lay thrust
shuld be, xot against the Church,
but to tie world. Through word,
sacrament, and rule, the hierarchy
is to sactify the laity; through
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Intercommunion

bring it about, not ill-considered
haste.

“In the meantime, we must con-
tinue in the way we have begun: dis-
cussions among responsible people;
meetings for prayer and study; char-
ity and brotherhood among the dif-
ferent confessions, revealing itself
in practical collaboration and the ac
tivities necded for the progress of
humanity today in peace, disarma-
ment, social progress and the pro-
motion of the developing countries
and the poorer nations which ask for
help.”

Unofficial reactions*®to the Pope’s
speech by some members of the Sec-
retariat indicated some disappoint-
ment at the slow pace of develop
ment in ecumenical relations and at
the ‘‘overcautious” attitudes ex-
pressed.

’

understood, is only one. That s to
say. discussion—dialogue—is possible.
The evolution of false and incom-

plete ideas lies in the internal logic
of the ideas themselves and in the
profound demands of the minds which
profess them. . . . God is silent, says
contemporary literature. God is silent

to our natural ear, but only to make

Himself sought and heard through
other means.”

Christian witnessing, the laity is to
leaven the world. The relation be
tween them should be one of unity,
cooperation, and collaboration.

" “Fdlse messiahs have their own -

version of collegiality. To them
collegiality means putting bish-
ops and priests on an equal foot-
ing. Collegiality has nothing to do
with dialogue. Collegiality is a
third century term referring to
the Twelve Apostles. Collegiality
means that the supreme govern-
ment of the Church was put into
the hands of the Twelve Apostles
and their successors, the Bishops.
The head of the apostolic college
was Peter; the head of the epis-
copal college is his successor, the
Pope. The power to teach, rule
and sanctify is in the college.

This power may be exercised by
the Pope alone acting as the head
of the college, or by the bishops
acting alone but in union with the
Pope, or by the Pope and bishops
acting together in General Coun-
cil. In other words, -collegiality
rests on bishops. The great marks
of the Church — its unity, apos-
tolicity, and Catholicity — are to
be found only in collegiality. That
is why St. Cyprian called the bish-
op the hub of the Church. That is
why whosoever cuts himself off
from a Bishop in union with Rome
cuts himself off from the €hurch.

“False messiahs . . . will appear.”
The dead ‘“give-away” they are
false is that they sow division in
the Church through errors——their
version of truth!
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Architects’ renderir
Two-floor structure
classrooms on upp
pastor, hopes const
0’Connell, Rochest:

200 S
‘Urbar
St. Ag

More than 200 Sister
gious communities thre
Diocesg will probe the “4
at a day-long Urban-Sub:
shop on Saturday, Nov
Agnes High School.

Scheduled from 9 a.r
the talks and panel dis«
feature 19 panel particir

Sponsoring the prograr
Office of Urban Ministry
ester Diocese and the /
of Churches. It will be
am. with registration,
9:20 with a slide film pre
Gene DePrez—a docume
housing crisis.

At 10:30 am. a series
be keynoted by the R
Florence, president of
nization. Summerizing :
will be Father P. David
san vicar for urban mini

At 1 p.m. five pane]
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Dies a

Eulogies on Pag

A funeral Mass was ¢
Monday morning in St. M
for Msgr. Joseph E. Gra
Thursday, Nov. 14 at
Home. He was 82,

Bishop Fulton J. Shes
cipal c¢omcelebrant with
McAniff, Msgr. Leslie Wt
Joseph Brennan, Father
dington, and Msgr. Leo
only surviving membe
Grady’s ordination class.

Bishop Sheen preached
Burial took place in Ho
Cemetery.

Msgr. Grady served
vice rector at.St. Bernan
before retiring in 1966.

A native Rochesterian
dained in June 19818 at
Cathedral, here, Msgr. G
his entire priestly careex

Before "his 1937 appoir
Bernard’s, Msgr. Grady
of Aquinas Institute and
of the old Cathedral Hi

He succeeded the late
lisam Byrne as Aquinas
1928 and served until 19
Basilian Fathers took ov
of the school.

In addition to his pri
Msgr. Grady served in otl
humanitarian roles. For
was a member of the Ro
lic Library board of trus
two years as its preside

He also was a board
the Rochester School fo

The monsignor celebra
en jubilee with a Mass, |
at the St. Bernard's Sem
and was honored on the
a dipner with faculty ar

On June 9 of that ye:
mar school classmates
honor at a reunion dinme
versity Club for the CI
of Immaculate Conceptic

| Msgr. Grady was a grs

Andrew’s and St. Bernar
ies and has MA and LLJ

Following his ordinat
he taught at the Rioches
of Niagara University
summers at Notre Dami
ham universities.

He assisted in parish
Patrick's Cathedral, St.
Jerome’s in East Roches
Louis in Pittsford.

Pope Pius XI elevated
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