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Cardinal Bea Succumbs at 87; 
Led Church s Ecumenical Drive 

Rome — (NC) — The Church's 
best-known figure in its search for 
ways to reunite Christianity, Augus-
tin Cardinal Bea, has died here at 
the age of 87. 

The German-born Jesuit scholar 
had spent a full lifetime in Biblical 
studies, but this turned out to be a 
preamble to an entirely new career 
that began for him at the age of 79. 
Then he took an assignment from 
Pope John XXIII to lead a Vatican 
office set up for Christian reunion 
discussions with Protestant and Or
thodox churchmen, in connection 
with the Second Vatican Council. 

Appointed in 1960 as president of 
the Vatican Secretariat for Promot
ing Christian Unity, he brought to 
this work a freshness and openness 
of approach and an energetic pace 
that belied his years and astonished 
the world. 

His death in Villa Stuart hospital 
here (Nov. 16) came after two weeks 
of confinement with a respiratory in
fection. 

Pope Paul VI had visited the ail
ing cardinal two days before his 
death. 

Cardinal Bea represented in the 
hall of the Second Vatican Council 
some of the principal ideas from the 
Church's liberals now enshrined in 
Council documents, including the 
declarations on Divine Revelation, on 
Christian unity, on religious liberty, 
and on relations with the Jews. 

A note that illuminates his person
ality is widely remembered in Rome: 
after the publication of t he news in 
1959 that he was to be named a car
dinal, he continued teaching Holy 
Scripture at the Pontifical Biblical 
Institute for four weeks, until the 
very day before the ceremony that 
bestowed upon him the new honor. 

Cardinal Bea's approach to the re
union problem reflected in the direc
tives of the Vatican council, was sum
med up in a message he sent not long 
ago to the Lutheran World Feder
ation: 

"With all of you, we deeply regret 
that 450 years ago the unity of West
ern Christianity was broken. We do 
not wish to blame each other for this 
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terrible schism; rather, together we 
wish to seek ways of restoring the 
lost unity." 

Looking at what he called "the re
markable growth of objective schol
arship on both sides" in the ecumeni
cal movement of the '60's, he could 
exclaim in 1967 "How far we have 
come!" At the same time, seeing be
yond the work of the scholars to the 
whole range of ecumenical activities, 
he pleaded for patience, warning that 
"the re-establishment of union sur
passes all 'human powers and gifts." 

One of his final actions was a 
statement of clarification of the con
ditions under which Catholics can 
join non-Catholics in public worship. 
This detailed reminder of the cur
rent limits set by the Church in this 
field was regarded as a rebuke to 
leaders of the 1968 Latin American 
Bishops Conference who admitted 

non-Catholic observers to the recep
tion of Holy Communion. 

Cardinal Bea was in effect the host 
to the non-Catholic observers at the 
Second Vatican Council. How well he 
served the observers is seen in a com
ment by one of them at the council's 
end that "our seats were not good 
ones at all — they were simply the 
best seats in the hall; thanks to your 
door-opening magic." This s a m e 
spokesman told the cardinal "thanks 
to the friendship you have shown us, 
the ground is now laid out of which 
reconciliation can grow." 

Cardinal Bea's leadership on ecu 
menucal matters extended beyond re
lation with other Christians. It was 
he 'who presented the draft declara 
tion. on relations with the Jews to 
the Vatican council. He was also 
identified with the council's declare 
tioni on religious liberty. 

Hie visited the United States in 
1960, 1963, and 1965. In connection 
with a series of addresses he made 
at a Catholic-Protestant seminar at 
Harvard University he was awarded 
an honorary doctorate by Harvard 
He has been similarly honored by 
the Catholic University of America, 
Fondham and Boston College. 

Cardinal Bea was born in Ried-
bohuingen, in Baden, Germany, on 
May 28, 1881. He studied philosophy 
and. theology at the University of 
Freiburg in Bneisgau from 190O to 
19»2. On April 8, 1902, he entered 
the Society of Jesus. He continued 
his theological studies at Valkenburg 
from 1910 to 1912, when he was or
dained to the priesthood. 

From 1914 to 1917 he was superior 
of the Jesuit community in Aachen 
Germany. 

I n 1921 Father Bea was named 
first provincial of the new Jesuit 
Province of Upper Germany. He held 
the post until 1924, when he was ap
pointed to the faculty of the Pontifi
cal University, Roman seminary con
ducted by the Jesuits. He was also 
assigned in 1924 to the Biblical Insti
tute, on whose staff he was to re
main for 35 years, until 1951. 

•He served as personal confessor to 
two popes, Pius XI and XII. 

Cardinals to Be Named, Nige_ria °*8 

Vatican Sources Claim 
Vatican City — (MS) - Plans 

are being made for a consistory to 
create a number of new cardinals and 
for a second ^ international Synod of 
Bishops, according to unofficial re
ports originating with well-informed 
sources here. 

The consistory, at which at least 
12 bishops and perhaps many more 
will receive the red hat, is expected 
before the end of January. The Synod 
may be held later in 1969 or even in 
1970, according to the reports. 

A major purpose of the Synod, ac
cording to observers, will be to heal 
the divisions revealed in reactions 
to the encyclical and to attempt to 
find a modus vivendl between the 
central authority of-the~-Church-and 
the local episcopal conferences which 
are showing increasing autonomy. It 
is believed here that the Pope may 
ask the Synod to help him define 
legitimate forms and grounds of in
dependent action by the various 
bishops* conferences. 

Reports on plans for a consistory 
note that 12 cardinals have died in 
the past year and that the number 
of cardinals is now down to 103. The 
new appointees will probably in
clude the heads of a number of 
dioceses traditionally led by cardi
nals, Including New York, Paris and 
Montreal, according to one report 

A surprise nominee for the rank 
of'cardinal may be Archbishop Held-

er Pessoa Camara of Olinda and 
Recife, Brazil, some observers be
lieve. The Brazilian prelate, a sub
ject of violent controversy in his na
tive country is an opponent of many 
policies of the conservative Brazilian 
government and a world-famous ad
vocate of the cause of developing na
tions. 

It is persistently reported here that 
Amleto Cardinal Cicognani is about 
to resign as Vatican Secretary of 
State. The cardinal will be 86 on 
Feb. 24. 

Nigerian Succeeds 
American Jesuit 

Lagos — (RNS) — A Nigerian 
priest will succeed an American 
Jesuit here as assistant secretary 
general of the Nigerian National 
Catholic Secretariat, 

Father Anthony Sanusi will also 
serve as secretary of the Secretariat's 
education department He had been 
education secretary for the Western 
State prior to his new appointment 

He succeeds Father Joseph- Mc-
Kenna, S.J., who has completed his 
term of office with the National 
Secretariat and is now in the United 
States. 

UN Food Plan 
fJnited Nations — (RNS) — Nl 

geria is scheduled to receive food 
from the United Nations World Food 
Program, it was officially announc
ed here 

"WFP relief efforts would cover 
"the war-affected areas of Nigeria," 
which presumably covers portions of 
Biafra. 

The offer was made by special U.N 
envoy to Nigeria, Nils-Goran Guss-
ing of Sweden. The federal govern
ment in Lagos informed Gusslng that 
It was "agreeable" for the WIT to 
undertake the_jhumanitarin mission 

TNo specific figures have been an 
nounced, but a spokesman for the 
Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) in Rome, which together -with 
the U.N. runs the World Food Pro
gram, said that a potentially giant 
step could be made when probl«ms 
of logistics" are-overcome: 

The food program would be coor
dinated with the Nigerian Red Cras 
and implemented by the International 
Re-d Cross and other voluntary agen
cies, including UNICEF. 

WFP operates on a voluntary basis, 
receiving food shipments largely from 
wesstern governments, including the 
U.S. and Canada. 

The mechanics of getting the food 
into Nigeria are yet to be worked 
out. The U.N. announced that some 
unspecified quantities of food had 
already reached Nigeria, including 
stox:k fish from Norway and skimmed 
milk from the Netherlands. 

Report of Council of the Laity 

?. 

Following is the text of a report 
issued by the Council of the Laity 
following its fourth plenary session 
in Rome, October 1968. 

The Council of the Laity held its 
fourth plenary session In Rome, Sept. 
27 to Oct. 6, 1968, under the presi
dency of Maurice Cardinal Roy, arch
bishop of Quebec. The members and 
consultors took part in this meeting, 
including those most recently ap
pointed, coming from Japan, Brazil, 
the Philippines and Canada. 

The council dealt with a wide 
range of topical questions of particu
lar interest to laymen. • 

1. In the field of doctrine and 
study, the council noted many ques
tions concerning the laity and their 
activity both in the Church and the 
world. These include a full knowl
edge—based on study — of Vatican 
Council II's theology of the laity. 

Brief discussions took place on such 
matters as communications and dia
logue within the Church, relations 
between priests and laity, the rights 
and duties of Christian laymen in 
social action,' different social ques
tions, the problems of lay spirituality 
in a secularized world. 

2. 'With regard to youth, and deeply 
conscious of the need to be 'listening-
in" on the world, the council decided 
to undertake a study on youth, with 
the following aims: 

• To inform itself on the situation 
of youtli in general, starting from 
particular, concrete situations in the 
different regions of the world; 

• To collect all the data from in
quiries already carried out on the 
life of young people, experiences 
throughout the world, their needs 
and aspirations in society and in the 
Church; 

• To inspire, if necessary, the 
Christian thinking of young people, 
adults and clergy, in dialogue and 
with the help of specialists, in order 
to find pastoral guidelines in the 
various fields at the local level also. 

3. In the course of this meeting, the 
Laity Council gave much time to 
the discussion of world reaction to 
the encyclical letter Humanae Vitae. 
In so doing, the council is fully con
scious of the Holy Father's duty and 
responsibility to speak with author
ity concerning the doctrinal princi
ples of family life. * 

After the members and consultors 
had given their reports of the varied 
response and reaction in their own 
countries and milieus to the encycli
cal letter, it was agreed that all these 
reports be submitted In full to His 
Holiness the Pope. It was further 
agreed that the president of the coun
cil be asked to express to the Holy 
Father the various reflections arising 
from the long discussions which took 
place. 

The council recognizes its respon
sibility to act as a means for the 
mutual exchange of views between 
hierarchy and laity (cf. Moto Proprio 
"Catholicam Christi Ecclesiam," I, 1), 
and desires to serve the whole Church 
in this way. Accordingly, it has de
cided to set up a Commission on 

Family Life which will include among 
its duties the following objects: 

a) The promotion of study and 
reTlection upon ther encyclical, and 
the formation of minds and con 
sciences in the Christian concept of 
marriage and family life presented 
by Pope Paul. 

b) The encouragement of respon
sible, sincere and charitable discus 
sicm of the issues raised directly 
and indirectly by the encyclical. 

c) The collection of further infor 
mation about the response to the 
letter from throughout the world. 

d) The consideration of how the 
scientific and medical research callet1 

for by Pope Paul can be promoted ant' 
idequately supported. 

VISITS SCHEDULED 

•Work, England — (RNS) — Arch 
bishop Donald Coggan of York will 
visit South Africa and Kenya in late 
November and early December. 
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GLENOIT'S 
GLAMOROUS 
"chi l l -chaser" 

What a wonderful way to keep warm! All cuddly, cozy and 

looking your charming best in Glenoit's carcoat lovingly styled 

by*Davis of Boston. The lush acrylic and modacrylic outer fabric 

isquilt-lined with a detachable back belt, snappy leather-like 

piping and unique novelty buttons. In white only. Sizes 6-18, $30. 

Sibley's Career Coats, Second Floor and all suburban stores. 

SIBLEY'S ^ ^ g f l ^ 

SIBLEY'S DOWNTOWN OPEN TUESDAY AND THURSDAY "TIL 9 P.M. 

ALL SUBURBAN STORES OPEN MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 'TIL 9:30 P.M. 


