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ten to them.
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Some of these preachers
were idolized like the Beatles
today — with the difference
that their fans were no |
squealing teen-agers but the
elite of the age. Their ser
mons were events. To miss |
them meant that one was not

“with it.” |

Louls XIV never missed a
Lentenn or Advent sermon in
the court chapel. There he
sat — the “Very Christian”
King, surrounded by his
queen and his mistresses
— past and present, listen-
ing meekly as the Bossuets,
Bourdaloues, Mascarons gave
him literally heil.

Today there i3 a great
hullabaloo when a pastor
raises a mild question or two
about a controversial war in
the presence of a democratic
head of state. To Louis XXV,
this superh autocrat, this em-
bodiment of all grandeur, a
preacher was the mouthplece
of God. He suffered the vio-
lence of his anjthemas and
his too precise alluslons as
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One day some of his cour
tiers complained about the
brutal pummeling they got
from ome of the court preach-
ers. “He did his duty,” the
King answered, "It's now up
to us to do ours.”
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When speaking about the
famous preachers of the 17th
Century tho name of Jacques-
Benigne Boussuet (1627-1704)
comes first to mind. Actual
ly he was better known as
the foremost religious writer
of his time, as the arbiter of
the French eplscopate, as
the promoter of the Gallican
Liberties, as the conscience of
the court, 13 the deadly pole-
micist than as an orator. He
was not one of the popular
stars.
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