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Father Dermot Doran, C.S.Sp. (standing, center), inspects a shipment of mediinme on hoard a plane
bound for Biafra from the Portuguese island of Sao Tome. The Irish missionary, wvho has been coordi-

nating relief airlifts to Biafra, b

elieves that civilian deaths there in December wwill be “the greatest
catastrophe of the century.”” (RNS) ‘

Biafra: Worst Is Yet to Come

By JOHN R. SULLIVAN
(NC News Service)

ready familiar with the specter of
starvation, the people are preparing
for a famine which could make the
country’s gruesome past look like
the “good old days.”

They are resigned, because they
know that new hunger is inevitable,
that many more thousands will die.

They are hopeful that the world’s
relief agencies — U.S. Catholic Re-
lief Services, Vatican-based Caritas
Internationalis, the World Council of
Churches, and the Red Cross — will
be able, somehow, to stave off the
coming threat.

They know that the agencies —
which now pour some 150 tons of
protein-rich food into Biafra each
night — have helped in the past, and
that the help has stemmed the tide
of infant deaths among the nation's
two million refugees.

But they know now that the aid
must be doubled, perhaps.quadrupled,
If a new wave of starvation death is
not to sweep Biafra in the coming
months.

If in the spirit of Thanksgiv-
ing for our land of plenty you
wish to contribute funds to
help Blafrans they may be sent
to Bishop Swanstrom, <Catholic
Relief Services, U.S. <Catholic
Conference, 350 Fifth Ave.,, New
York, N.Y., 10001.

The problems are these:

e Kwashiorkor, the oftenfatal pro-
tein deficiency which has its most
disastrous effects on children, is now
being seen in adults.

@ Yams and garri, Biafra's staple
foods which give bulk and starch to

Schweitzer Hospital

To Serve Biafrans

New York — (RNS) — The hospi-
tal at Lambarene, Gabon, founded by
the late Dr. Albert Schweitzer is
being opened to children from Biafra,
the daughter of the famed missionary
said here.

Mrs. Rhena Eckert-Schweitzer, ad-
ministrator of the hospital, here seek-
ing financial aid for young victims of
the war involving federal Nigeria
and Biafra, estimated that 1,500 chil-
dren had arrived, and held that needs
were enormous. In addition to prepar-
ing the hospital to receive the chil-
dren, Mrs. Eckert-Schweitzer said her
home, near the medical facility, would
be used for the young refugees.

Funds for the work were to be
channeled through the Albert
Schweitzer Fellowship, a New York
agency which seeks support for the
hospital founded in the early years
of the century. The hospital’s normal
capacity for patients is 400.

the peope’s diets, are in short supply
— and running shorter. Seed yams,
which normally would mature next
March, are being eaten now. Garri, a
grain from which a rough gruel is

made, has risen 300 per cent inr price--

in the past three months—from nine
Biafran pounds per bag to 25 pounds
and more in some places.

If the threat of new famine is go-
ing to be stopped, more proteinrich
foods must be importel, and some
substitute for native bulk foods must
be found outside the country.

Deaths have been particularly high
among the refugees, who fled first
from the pogroms against Ibo tribes-
men In other parts of Nigeria in 1966,
and later from the advance of federal
troops into Biafran territory after in-
(ligg;ndence was declared in May,

The effect of the aid on the heslth
of refugees has been remarkable, ac-
cording to those working in the cen-
ters.

“We are now gble to divide them
inté groups — the bad, the mnot so
bad, and the fair,” said Father James
McNulty, C.S.Sp., of Holy Ghost semi-
nary in Ihiala.

He and the other priests at the
seminary — classes are now suspend-
ed, except for second-year students,
who returned to class Nov. 4 — oper-
ate 23 feeding centers for some 17,-
000 persons within the sound of Ni-
gerian and Biafran artillery fire,

“They were all bad a few /months
ago,” he said. ‘

Sister Aquin, who works in St.
Mary's Hospital in Amaigbo had the
same comments — then added an
ominous warning:

“The number of adult kwashiorkor
cases is growing every day,” she sid.
“They are not the refugees, but local

people.

*“When the feeding centers were
started, these people had a couple
of chickens and a goat and a pitch
of yams which could get themn
through. Biit the war has contined,

and their chickens and goats are

gone.
“Now they are getting sick.”

Six miles from the federal lines
near Okigwi, Dr. Anne Seymour, an
English woman who heads a team of
four other Caritas doctors and nurses
who care for more than 40,000 refu-
gees, told the same story of the growth-
of Kwashiorkor among local people.

“Recently,” she said, “a child was
brought into one of our clinics, He
was immediately sent to a hospital
ward, give blood tranfusions and pro-
tein and vitamin injections.

“But a few hours later he died"

Dr. Seymour, too, is fearful of the
next two months. “We have only two
hopes,” she said. “Either the Biafran

U.S. Urges U.N. Act
On Natural Disasters

United Nations — (RNS) — The
United States, with an eye to easing
the horror of natural disasters, has
proposed an agenda for action on an
international scale to:-the UN. Eco-
nomic and Social Council.

Instead of relying on emergency
relief as heretofore, the US. would
have the U.N. place emphasis on “co-
ordinative arrangements’” to give
maximum effectiveness to combined
international relief efforts of . the
U.N, individual governments and
pertinent voluntary organizations,

The U.N. budgetary allowance for

natural disasters- stands at $100,000
a year, ’

The United States has allocated

for the same purpose abroad -$211-

million over the last four years.

Walter M. Kotschnig, the US. dele-
gate to the Econmomic and Social
Council, offered the following pic-
ture of recorded natural disasters

The responsibilities and the poten-
tial of the-U.N. system of organiza-
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tions in meeting the onslaughts of
“angry nature,” in building defenses
against them, and in providing as-
sistance to those who so frequently
are struck by violent disaster, need
further thought which the U.S. has
already given.

Prompted by the recent earth-
quakes in Iran, the U.S, has reached
the conclusion that individually amd
collectively the nations of the world
must lift their sights if they are to-
meet the dangers of natural-disasiers.

Kotschnig called for growing at-
tention in the UN. toward self-help
preparedness machinery in individual
countries. . Standby disaster units—
abroad were recommended, and in-

ternational cooperation in expandimg —

the scientific and technological hise
for action was emphasized.

Much could be accomplishéd onthe
basis of U.S. weather satellite fore-

‘and-the agenda for action: casts, the U.S, delegate said, adding

that improved scientific staff at the
U.N. is necessary,

army pushess north into the yam-pro-
ducimg are=as (from which, despite
fedexal cormtrol, a considerable num-
ber of yam=s still come) or the relief
agencies beegin shipping substitutes.”

The iltemrnatives to yams are forti-
fied rle =and beans, or a fortified
corn meal calle@ CSM which is used
extenasively in <Catholic Relief Ser-
vices oversseas relief programs.

—They carm provide both protein and
bulk, id the arithmetic is a little
bettex. Themy are available: Msgr. An-
drewr LindH, assistant director of CRS,
siid after a brief inspection trip to
Biafra, tha=t he could sen thousands
gf tonsof CSM to Sao Tome within
ays.

But the problem remains: How do
you geo thme supplies into a country
under selgwe?

Fathr BByme had this answer:
“Ihe wa_r must end.” he said sim-
ply.

Cheirchmen
Driay Famine
‘Oveercorne’

" New Yomk — (RNS) — The need
for enmerg=ency relief supplies for
clvilian w=ar victims in Biafra has
not lesened and may be increasing,
according ®o church officials ‘here, in
Europ¢ aned in the war zone.

In rpor—ting on aid airlifted under
church ausspices, both Roman Catho-
lic amd World Council of Churches
spokesmen  disagreed With reports on
o improved condi
tions attributed to
the International

Bishop Edward
§. Swanstrom of
New York, execu-
tive director of
Catholic Relief

Bishcmp Services, sald his

S-winstmrom information ind i

cateed that the crisls was still grave.

At the Unlted Nations, Dr. Wil
llam ( SHhepherd, a physician who
has huandle=d distribution of supplies
for the World «Council of Churches
in Biafra, sstrongly disagreed with the

T Red<€rss report 0

Samuel 2. Gonard, president of the
ICRC nid earier in Geneva that the
famine wass “more or less overcome.”

A Rd Cross press release said
that <visib«le progress toward reliev-
ing the s&sill desperate situation of
Biafra wass revealed . . "

Dr. Herman Middlekoop, World
Councll reBief director In Biafra, re-
ceitly sta—ted that the September
deathr nte of 12,000 persons per day
had mot inecreased in October but un-
less thore &is an immediate cease fire,
“it ight limb to 25,000 per day in
Decermber.”™

Food aned medical supplies total-
ling 4400 —tons have been flown into
Biafra by religious agencies since the.
beginining wof the crisis there, accord-
ing to Wo=rld Council statistics.

Work urmder religious auspicés s
coordinted® by a joint international
agency, Pr-imarily involved are the
World Comuncil and International
Caritas, thee Roman Catholic organiza-
tion.

(LD=EST BISHOF DIES

Sam Sehamstian, Spaim — (NC) —- -

The world.'s oldest bishop, retired
Bishop Mastteo Mugica y Urrestarazu
of Vitola, died in nearby Zarauz at
9. ‘

His deamh makes retired Bishop
Johm B M=acGinley, 97, of Monterey-
Fresmao the- world's oldest bishop.
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“"CALCA"™
CARCOAT
BY
FORESTER OF BOSTON

Forester calls it ‘“Calca.” We call it clever. A charmingly
styled car coat of man-made fur that looks and feels
like the real thing, except for the price tag. Double-
breasted 100 % rayon pile and 1007 cotton
backing, fashioned with a natty Napoleon collar
and smart little belt. Youts in rich shades of
black, brown or grey. Sizes 8-16, $40.
Sibley's Sportswear, Second Floor
and all suburban stores.

SIBLEY’S

Vol 3 ENo, ¢ — Novemmbher A, 1948
PiMislinel Wendkly by th Rochuter Cathelie
Prus  Amciamtion, SUBSCRIPTION RATES:
Single Cpy Hie; | your Subacription In U.8.,
$H: Cnsdlls ind Seath  America, 15.50;
other Lonign  conntries, 19.60, Main Oftice, 35
Selo ter, N. Y, 14604, Becond
Clus WPolagen' Prid st Rochester, N.Y,
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SIBLEY’S DOWNTOWN OPEN TUESDAY AND THURSDAY 'TIL 9 P.M.
ALL SIBLEY SUBURBAN STORES OPEN MONDA.Y THRU FRIDAY 'TIL9:30 A M.




