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Catholic Schools Indispensable, Declares Bishop Casey 
Special to the Courier-Journal 

Paterson—Bishop Lawrence 
B. Casey, in a major polity 
statement on parochial edu­
cation made before the an­
nual Elementary Teachers' 
Institute here, called the 
Catholic school system the'in­
dispensable means of secur­
ing "the values which Catholic 
parents wish to transmit to 
their children" and begged 
for an end to pessimistic talk 
about closing any schools. 

The Bishop conceded that 
parochial schools are facing 
heavier problems of person­
nel and financing than they 
have ever known but -declar­
ed that their continuation 
gives the Church "an oppor­
tunity to effect change in so­
ciety through our Christian 
teaching and example." 

Citing the work of the Con­
fraternity of Christian Doc­
trine, Bishop Casey said that 
its importance has grown "be­
cause the majority of our 
children are now in public 
schools". 

"These children are not 
second-class", he insisted and 
the people in CCD are mak­
ing sure that they get "first-
class treatment". 

Major excerpts of the Bish­
op's talk follow: 

"These are not easy days 
for our Catholic schools. They 
and the people who staff 
them are targets of consider­
able criticism (much of it un­
founded) and much advice 
(some of it unneeded). You 
and I know that our parochial 
schools face some serious 
problems. These issues are 
being debated on every level, 
and this is good. Almost 
everything in the Church is 
being debated today. These 
discussions will help clear the 
air and, hopefully, bring 
about needed reforms. . . . 

"We all need to take a 
closer look at the good we 
are doing and the good we 
are capable of doing as no 
one else can do it. Let's not 
sell ourselves short. In our 
Catholic schools, parochial or 
regional, we are doing some­
thing very special and very 
important. 

"When we are convinced of 
this, negative criticism won't 
overcome us, und construc­
tive criticism will only stimu­
late us to correct our mis­
takes, to solve our problems, 
and to move forward with 
greater energy. 

"When we develop and 
strengthen this confidence 
a id awurnixce about our vo­
cation as educators, one of 
our most pressing problems 
will have been solved. We've 
got to be convinced thaf the 
Job we are doing is Important 
If we're going to turn out a 
first-class piece of work. 

"The Catholic school still 
provides the best answer, as 
far as we know, to the prob­
lem of religious education. 
If religious education is pro­
vided apart from the rest of 
a child's education, It is al­
ways goinglo" seem somehow 
less important to him. Despite 
their protests, most children 
see school as the most im-

Layman to Direct 
Archdiocese Plans 

Detro i t — ( H N S ) — An as­
sistant professor of business 
ndminislrat ion on leave from 
the Univers i ty of Michigan 
has been named director of 
the Detroi t Catholic Arch-
diocesan Off ice of Planning 
and Research. 

Dr. Ar thur X D icnan will 
head Hie new office created 
by Archbishop John K. Dear-
den in response lo sugges­
tions that he dclegalo lo oth­
ers administrat ive details of 
the 1,500,000-member arch­
diocese. 

Dr. Deegjin has served as' 
a management consultant to 
Ford Motors, General Motors, 
John Deere and Co., the 
Chase Manhat tan Hank and 
other f i rms. 

Your education 
shouldn't end 
with a degree. 
The College of Saint. Rose, a 
fully-accredited four-year liberal 
arts college for women, is dedi­
cated to preparing its graduates 
for a continuing, personally re­
warding liberal education, for 
entrance to a profession, and for 
spiritual and social development 
as an individu.il and a member 
of society. Here is a College 
with an atmosphere of learning 
and a- great faculty that is inter 
ested in helping students net the 
meaningful and rewarding col­
lege education they seek. Small 
classes mean that faculty mem­
bers get to know their students 
as individuals, not just faces in 
a crowd. 

Undergraduate degree programs 
are offered in biology, business 
administration, business educa­
tion, chemistry, elementary edu­
cation, English, French, history 
and political science, mathema­
tics, music, secondary education, 
social studies, sociology, and 
Spanish. 

Saint Rose is located in Albany, 
New York, an area rich in 
history, beauty, recreational, and 
cultural opportunities. 

For additional information, write 
Admissions Director, Box 420, 

THE COLLEGE of SAINT ROSE 
ALBANY, NEW YORK 12203 

portant thing in their lives. 
If religion has no part in it, 
then religion is already down­
graded i n their eyes. 

"To sum up, the Catholic 
school has been and still is 
the best single means for 
securing the values which 
Catholic p a r e n t s wish to 
transmit to their children. 
Any other programs are sub­
stitutes for the Catholic 
school. And substitutes never 
are as good as the real tiling. 

"We have another big 'plus 
sign' in the nature of the 
school a s a Christian com­
munity. We hear a lot about 

the importance of community 
these days, especially as it re­
lates to the life of the Church. 
In the Catholic school we 
have a true example of a 
Christian community, a com­
munity within a community 
if you will, but a community 
nevertheless. . . 

"Another "plus sign' in our 
schools — and this ought to 
be one of our top priorities— 
is the opportunity we have 
to effect change in society-
through our Christian teach­
ing and Christian example. 
This may seem like a large 
order, but I am convinced 

that our schools can and 
must have this kind of thrust. 

"If we have any social con- j 
sciousness at all, we must 
realize that we have to con­
tribute whatever we can to­
ward the solution of the 
great social problems ~o7 our 
tinie. We can't solve them 
alone, but there are special 
ways in which we can help. 

"I 'm speaking, of course, 
primarily of the problems of 

"poverty and race. Whether 
we are in the middle of the 
inner-city or on the fringes 
of the city or in the suburbs, 

these problems are right on 
our doorsteps, and we can do 
something about' them. Our 
Christian concern for all the 
disadvantaged, because they 
fare our brothers, must be 
transmitted to the students in 
our. schools and perhaps 

-through them to their par­
ents. 

"Our students must be form­
ed — as much as lies in our 
power — in the image of 
Christians who will strive to 
eliminate the serious injus­
tices that burden society. It 
is realistic to hope that in 
our Catholic schools we can 

"prepare the way for an effec­
tive presentation of the Chris­
tian social gospel. There are 
many ways of doing this, 
ways fhat you have been ex­
ploring through your Chris­
tian Growth Council, your re­
ligion programs and your so­
cial studies classes. 

"With full acknowledgement 
of the financial sacrifices 
made by our lay people, our 
schools have in fact been 
maintained largely by the 
contributed services of the 
religious. Without these con­
tributed services there would 
have been few C a t h o l i c 

schools a hundred years ago; 
without them, there would be 
no Catholic school system 
today. 

"There is a very real ques­
tion in my mind about the 
possibility of trying to con­
tinue our Catholic schools if 
the contributed services of 
the religious communities are 
seriously diminished. I hope 
we are never faced with a 
dilemma of this kind. 

"Our Catholic schools per­
form a service t o the Church 
and the community and to 
the People of God that can­
not be calculated in ordinary 

terms, As our society becomes 
more and more secularized 
and increasingly materialistic 
and pleasure-centered (note 
the trends in today's films 
and publications), the f i t ­
ness of our Christian schools 
to the relevance of God in 
education becomes more and 
more important. We need 
these schools for the life of 
the Church and for the life 
of our country. 

"I am confident about the 
future. Let there^ be no talk ( 

about ' p h a s i n g out' our 
schools. There are so many 
good things going for us." 
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• PERINTON PLAZA 
• 426 LYELL AVE. 
• EAST ROCHESTER 
• LATTA & DEWEY 
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• RIDGE & DEWEY 
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