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Text of Homily at St. Bernard's Jubilee Mass 
Father Robert McNfamara, 

professor at St. Bernard's 
Seminary, preached at a jubi
lee Mass in Corpus Christi, 
Oct. 10, attended by more 
than SOO bishops and priests 
meeting in Rochester for the 
75th anniversary of St. Ber
nard's Seminary. We print the 
homily's full text for the gen
eral public because its theme, 
the priesthood and the role 
of the seminary in serving the 
whole church, are so pertinent 
to the welfare of the Family 
of God in this diocese.—The 
Editor. 

"This is to be a jubliee for 
you; each of you will return 
to his ancestral Home." (Lev 
25, 10) 

In the book of Leviticus, 
God instructs Moses to have 
His people celebrate, at regu
lar intervals, years of jubilee 
—years of rest, of rejoicing, 
of gratitude. 

We are gathered today to 
observe a somewhat similar 
occasion. It is an occasion 
that brings us back to our an
cestral home, to our Alma 
Mate/, St. Bernard's Semi
nary, in a spirit of fraternal 
and joyful reunion. 

In one sense I, who have 
been asked to deliver this 
homily, am not the best quali
fied person to hail the dia-

—mond-juhilee of St Bernard's 
I never had the privlege of 
preparing for the priesthood 
within its venerable walls. 
But this very fact may serve, 
in another sense, to qualify 
me as an objective observer. 
And from the point of view of 
the faculty, of the other side 
of the desk, nobody can take 
from me the proud distinction 

-of-|iaving served as a proftnF-

sor at St. Bernard's for thirty 
happy years. 

He who preaches on the 
diamond jubilee of a seminary 
can speak of it only In terms 
of the Catholic' priesthood, 
for the seminary has no other 
purpose than to train future 
priests. The Catholic priest
hood—that sacrament whose 
institution is so closely inter
woven with the institution of 
the Holy Eucharist itself: 
"This is my body which is 
given for you. Do this as a 
remembrance of me." The 
Catholic priesthood, that of
fice whose duties are so close
ly interwoven with the duty 
of suffering which Christ our 
high priest assumed in his 
passion and death. 

Today's epistle declares of 
Christ, in mystical agony, 
"With loud cries and tears 
he offered prayers and suppli
cations." 

"And Son t h o u g h he 
was, "Paul continues, "he 
learned obedience through 
suffering, and after he had 
been made perfect he became 
a source of eternal salvation." 
The priest is called upon, 
even though in a lesser way, 
to do the same work that 
Christ did. So he, too, must 
learn obedience through suf-
fering, in order to become an 
instrument of salvation to 
God's people. 

Yes, in speaking of a sem
inary, wc must speak of the 
priesthood. Today this Catho
lic priesthood is the subject 
of hard scrutiny, of question
ing, and even, among some, 
of downgrading. Many would 
say that the priesthood seems 
suddenly to have lost its 
glamour. 

But was the priesthood, 
truly, ever glamorous, except 
in a purely incidental man
ner? Has the priesthood ever 
been anything but a difficult 
and painful vocation? The 
aware priest—and I am speak
ing to aware priests — the 
aware priest must always say 
with St. Paul: "I have been 
crucified with Christ, and I 
live now not with my own life 
but with the life of Christ 
who lives In me." The aware 
priest—and I am speaking to 
aware priests — must always 
say with St. Paul: "Here we 
are, fools for the sake of 
Christ." 

And when a priest Is tempt
ed to unshouldcr the cross of 
his own crucifixion and doff 
the shining robe of his own 
divine foHyr he stands face-
to-face with a temptation to 

Your education 
shouldn't end 
with a degree. 
The College of Saint Rose, a 
fully-accredited four yc;ir liberal 
arts college for women, is dedi
cated to preparing its graduates 
for a continuing, personally re
warding liberal eduution, for 
entrance to a profession, and for 

-spiritual and—sociat—development 
as an individual and a rncTnber 
of society. Here is a College 
with an atmosphere of learning 
and a great faculty that is inter
ested in helping students get the 
meaningful and rewarding col
lege "education they seek. Small 
classes mean that faculty mem
bers get to know their students 
as individuals, not just faces in 
a crowd. 

, Undergraduate degree programs 
are offered in biology, business 
administration, business educa
tion, chemistry, elementary edu
cation, English, French, history 
and political science, mathema
tics, music, secondary education, 
social studies, sociology, and 
Spanish. 

Saint Rose is located in Albany, 
New York, an area rich in 
history, beauty, recreational, and 
cultural opportunities. 

For additional information, write 
Admissions Director, Box 420, 

THE COLLEGE of SAINT ROSE 
ALBANY, N E W YORK 12203 

forget or to disown an es
sential part of the role he has 
been called by God to play. 

Let me assure you, the 
priesthood of Christ stands 
and will stand. The Second 
Vatican Council has reiterated 
this teaching. "By the power 
of the sacrament of orders, 
and in the image of Christ 
the eternal High Priest, they 
(priests) are consecrated to 
preach the gospel, shepherd 
the faithful, and celebrate 
divine worship as true priests 
of the New Testament." (Lu
men Gentium 28). 

Let me" assure you, let me 

say this for your comfort, 
alumni of St. Bernard's, in a 
season of puzzlement and in
security: Your Alma Mater is 
proud of you . . . proud of 
you. The Council warned 
priests to consider themselves 
as servants rather than as 
masters in Israel. But that, 
dear brothers in Christ, has 
always been your aim, held to 
all the more strongly as you 
grew in the grace and wisdom 
and generosity of your office. 

It has always been your 
aim, and it was the aim of 
the founder of St. Bernard's 

Seminary. Bishop McQuaid 
chose as his own motto: "The 
supreme law is the salvation 
of souls," and it was the same 
ideal, the service of souls, 
that he sought to communi
cate to his seminarians. Fur
thermore, he wanted them to 
be prepared to serve Ameri
can souls in an American way. 

A few weeks ago I reread 
the article, "Our American 
Seminaries." written by Mc
Quaid for the 1897 volume of 
the American Ecclesiastical 
Review. I t was an informal 
and rather breezy article. 
Some of its proposals are 

outmoded today, others bring 
a little smile to the lips. But 
his basic principle has a per
ennial value: "The American 
seminarist must be prepared 
for the ministry in America." 
He must be prepared, in other 
words, to meet the needs of 
the people of his own land 
and his own time. 

Will the priests of the fu
ture measure up? We are con
fident that they will. As long 
ago as 1892, Bishop McQuaid -
spoke the following wise 
words of caution: '"Let there 
be no sneering criticism of 
the coming generation be

cause they have new ideas, 
are not just as their fathers 
were." Like the priests of 
the past; the priests of the 
future :will run, as St. Paul 
did, "intent on winning." It 
is just possible that they may 
run faster than we have run. 
It is just possible that they 
may run farther. 

Today is therefore a true 
jubilee, in which we thank 
God for the past and pray God 
for the future. We offer our 
thanks especially through our 
patroness, Mary Immaculate, 
and through our patron, St. 
Bernard. 

MR. ClAM MAN 
254 LYELL AVE. Dial 254-9687 

Christmas Party Bookings Wow Being Taken 
Order Your Thanksgiving ct*i& ChrJilmts Hms Early 
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BEER-ALE-SOFT M I N K S 
FITZGERALD • SWMOM PURE 

PITTSF0RD BEVEIAGW'S BRANCH 
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Vitamin Sale 
BUY 0NE-GJT ONE FREf 

BUY ANY DAW'S QUALITY VITAMINS AT 
DAWS LOW PRICE GET ONE FREE 

Multiple Vitamins 
Bottlm Ot tOO O l « . l 1 9 . 

• Wi th I r o n .2 for 1 .39 
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ninC 
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Vitamin C (Ascorbic Acid) 
Bonlo* Of 100 O l n l A O ( 
100 „1U. T,.hl,.K L " " * ? T 

• Chewable...2 for 79( 
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• Chewable 2 for 1.79 
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"" "jLook Better] 
Feel Better! 
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Helps You Eat Less 
To Weigh Less 
Fast, Safe, Effective 
Harmful Drugs i 

• 60 Wafers A 

Tough...GIANT SIZE 

PLASTIC LEAF BAGS 
Giant Size: V ^ • ' # 

30x51 • ' • X * 
INCHES 2-291 

JUMBO ROIL 

BOUNTY 
TOWELS 

Absorbs Like Magic... 

43< # W * R 

JUMIOWU 

Completely 
Washable.... 
" M i r a c l e " 

TRACK 
MAT 

Good Ihn 
19x24-Inches 

Big Value 

Mognettc-Likei 
Action_Dxows 
Dirt , Gritr. 

Remove s It 

On Contact 
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Candid 
Pledge -
To Schi 
Washington — (N< 

and Democratic pr 
dates this week pled; 
for federal aid to . 
public schools. 

Vice President I 
phrey advocated fc 
"to children in tooth 
public schools wit 
tion" in a letter (O 
san Supermtenden 
schools holding an 
in Rochester. 

Mr. Rtehard Mr^ 
himself to a progra: 
tal assistance to ch 
schools in a statem 
(Oct 20) in which I 
be a tragedy of the 
if tax-supported stat 
drive private instita 
istence". 

Nixon specified 
be distributed unde 
plans for state-aidn 
assistance to nonpi 
drei£"-He«aidt "I c 
a federal concern, a 
ity, a local function 

Humphrey said: " 
a crisis in the edu< 
dren. It is necessa: 
all the resources of 
the level of educati 
in our society." 

He continued: "Tl 
educational crisis co 
tion requires the 
educational resour 
nonpublic. Assistanc 
ted to children in 
nonpublic schools 
nation." 

Nixon said he kn 
aid can mean to a 
to embark on his a 
without financial ai 
have bad the oppc 
law school, and so 
to such programs i 
a political commit! 
in this country." 

Theology 7< 

Vital to Wc 
S t liQglit (RNS 

all prophets of dooi 
all the God-is-dead 
not afraid for theol 
Willebrands .secrets 
Secretariat for Chr 
here. 

Addressing some 
and scholars attend! 
versity's "Theology 
Man" conference, R 
warned that "men i 
world in such a ws 
look God suppress 1 

"•Much will dep 
—theology can seize 

succeed in making 
lief in transcendent 
any way conflict wi1 
bilities toward hum; 

In discussing theo 
role, Bishop Wille 
"theology must pei 
tical function." He 
it must ''become th 
poor and the oppre 
for the progress oi 
always so apparent 

"The future has 
gloomy and opprc 
"even though it now 
The homo-inized ' 
threatening to becoi 
world, a world that 
and ends up by de 
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Bishop Sheen 
Around theJWorld 
Commentary 
Diocesan 

_Ktttariat_.jvj i r . ; 

Entertainment . 7.". 
Women's Page 
Sports 

IF YOU MOVE 

let usjenow aboi 

keep your Couri 

you on time. Ph< 

notitie-Lot-yaaiir^c 

dress. Include yo 

and new address 

of your parish. 
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