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By FR. JOHN P. FOLEY
(NC News Service)

Philadelphla — “The Sisters
have decided themselves that
they will remain with their
people in Blafra until the very
end. They ve given their lives
to the people and they're will-
ing to give their lives for
them.”

That is how the general su-
perior of the largest group of
Sisters now working in war-
ravaged Biafra describes the
attitude of the nuns in her
community in their work of

Macao Helped by

By GERMAINE SWAIN
NC News Service

Macao — An aid program
ranging from free school
meals for children to an clec-
tric generator for mechanical
training at a leprosarium is
being carried on here by U.S.
Catholic  Relief Services
(CRS), the overseas relief
agency of US. Catholics.

Macao pins its future hopes
on an incrense in tourism and
foreign capital investment in
small industry. In the mean-
time, she struggles along,
strengtherned by direct aid
balanced Ly socio-economic
projects reporied by Macao

relieving suffering in a block-
aded land.

On a visit here to the two
A merican convents of the Mis
stomary Sisters of the Holy
Rosiry, Irish-horn Mother
Stanislaus Gallagher sald that
the 30 Sisters in her congrega-

tion who are still working in

Biafra have only the cothes
they are wearing.

“Thelr spare clothing, .the
sheels from their beds, their
laundry bags—all these have
gone into making clothing for
refugees and bandages for the

CRS in its summary of activi
ties for 12 months ending
June 1.

During that peniod, as part
of the Food-for-Peace pro-
gram, CRS made 1,608.12 tons
of food valued at $§137.981
avallable for distribution,
especially to preschool  and
school-age children. The food
was distributed by 27 centers
throughout the six square
miiles that constitute Macao
proper and on 1its liny off
shore islands—Taipa and ol
oanc.

Clothin g contribuled by
US Catholics — 120,505
pounds  valued  at

Ecumenical Events

. hold promise for further-ecu—

Baestad, Sweden — (RNS)
—  “Substantial agreement
and convergence of opinion”
on the task of the church in
the world was reported here
at the conclusion of a five-
day official dialogue between
representatives of the Luth-

eran World Fedcration and
the Roman Catholic Church.

The discussions were part
of a continuing study of “The
Church and the Gospel” be-
ing carrled out by the Vati-
can Secretariat for Christian
Unity and representatives. of

WEF.

The meetings were closed
to.reporters but a short sum-
mary of the talks and discus-
sions as released. It called
attention to the ‘“possible
new understanding and im-
portance of the laity’’ in the
mission of the contemporary
church.

Discussions on the laity
and the Church’s mission in
society ' ‘“were  believed to

menical discussion,” the com-
munique sald.

The bases for the discus-
siotis ~ were ‘established in
four position papers by two
Catholic and two Lutheran
scholars. ‘They were Father
Walter Kasper and Father
Johann Baptist Metz, botli of
the Catholic theological facul- |
ty at the University of Mien-

ster, Germany, Prof. Philip |

2 Faiths Discuss Gospel

Hefner of the Chicago Luth.
eran School of Theology, and
Prof. Per Erik Persson of
the University of Lund, Swe-
den.

In the communique it was
noted that ‘“‘the agreements
and differences of opinions

did not necessarily coincide
with confessional identifica.
tion,

Others who participated in
cluded the following Catho
lics: Father Jerome Hamer,
O.P.. associate secretary of
the Vatican Secretariat for
Christian Unity; Father Jo-
seph Fitzmyer, S.J., Wood-
stock  College, Md.; Father
Charles Moeller of the Con
gregation for the Faith, the
former Holy Office.
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wounded,” Mother Stanislaus
said.

“T'he Sisters with the Biaf-
rans have followed the policy
of going with their people as
the fedewt troops advance.
Twenaty of the Sisters are
working in fqur hospitals
which, at last reports, were

still in Bisfran-held texritory;.. .

the other 10 Sisters are work-
Eng in refugee camps, helping
to organize the daily distribu-
tion of relief supplies,” she
explained.

"One hospital, at Thiala,™

Biafra

\

Mother Stanislaus continued,
“was bombed by fede ral
planes. About 30 patients were
killed and almost 300 were
wounded. Miraculously, the
Sisters escaped injury.”

Most of the deaths, she ¢x-
plained, are caused not by
war wounds but by malnaatri
tlon, statvation and kwashi
orker, a protein deficiency
with particularly bad effects
on children.

Among the Sisters workding
in Biafra are three native
novices. Two more Biafran

CRS Donations

also provided material for
seving clisses at vocational
cenlers for girls in Macao.

Medical supplies valued at
SI.743 received by CRS from
the Caltholic Medical Mission
were distributed to hospitals,
dispensaries and clinics. Also
weceived from various compa-
mnics for distributlon to clinics,
nurseries, kindergartens and
wvoctional training centers
were  suapplies — valued  at
B5888=="10f toothpaste, adhe-
sive  {ape, haby clothing,
swee-ts, and cotton mill ends.

A revolving fund amounting
20 §10.000 was made available
by the United Nations High
Commissionerr for Refugees
CUNEBICR) to CRS in Macao,
from which refugees could
oblain semall loans to be re-
pald in easy installments.

The fund loaned $2.545
€o the Ka Ho leprosarium at
Coloane last November for

€he purehnse -of -a generator.-

Acquired for the operation of
a mechanical workshap, the
srenewator alse is  supplying
clect ric current to the leper
colry and to the nearby vil-
age of Ka-Ho, where 450
pocople live

More than 80,000 people in
Macao are refugees from Com-
mnunist China. In recent years,
a (RS contract with the Refu-
gree Migration Unit (RMU) of
the US. consulate general
rnade funds up to a maximum
of $T.050 available for emer-
szeney relief for newly arrived
wefugzees.

The CRS report recalls that
escpecs. may no longer land
in Macao because of the agree-
ment sigmed between the gov-
ernment of Macao and the
Chinese authorities in Febru-
ary 1967. RMU has, however,
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authorized CRS to use these
funds to purchase clothing for
refugees and other needy who
entered Macao prior to the
date of the Sino-Portuguese
agreement.

Through CRS's contracts
with RMU a variety of train-
ing programs have been initl
ated:

® 300 refugees have com
pleted training courses in
knitting, beading and similar
work. While in training they
received about 17 cents per
day-maintenance.

® 75 refugees cémpleted an
electronics course in 1967; 20
are now attending.

® 54 refugees attended a
training center in machine
knitting started in July, 1967.
They are now finding work in
local factories where they can
earn about $49.50 a menth on
a picce-work basis.

® 38 blind and otherwise
physically handicapped who |

completed training in handi
crafts, produced—during the
year under review — 101,000
pieces of rattan items and
earned $4,000.

® 717 students
from 16 Macao secondary
schools were provided with
monthly assistance.
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‘Until the Very End

novices accompanied pline-
loads .of Biafran children to
the nearby Portuguese-held
island of Sao Tome.

“They've been getting a
wonderful mnovitiate,” Mother
Stanislaus said. “They show
great dedication and a cheer-
ful spirit of helpfulness. And,

of course, they can-bfter .do-

much more than many of our
missionaries because they are
so fluent in the Ibo language.”

In addition to the two Bi-
afran novices who have ac-
companied the refugee flights
of children to¢ Sao Tome,
Mother Stanislaus has sent
three Sister-doctors and four
Sister-nurses to the island to
aid the morxre than 1,000 chil-
dren expected there.

Among the Sisters in Bi-
afra, Mother Stanislaus said,
“morale i3 terrific. There is a
tremendous feeling of spird-
tual joy and a great feeling
of identification with the peo-
ple. The Biafrans themselves
have a wonderful spirit of
faith in God and a marvelous
pefserveranéé in prayer. They

Biafrans fill church and spill out onto steps and
courtyard as they prepare for advance of Nigerian
soldiefs near Aba, upper left. Aba shortly after
fell to Nigerians. Above, the body of a Biafran
child, a victim of hunger, awaits burial at a mis-
sion station. At left, a priest gives milk to children
who came to mission carrying soft drink  hottles
and cans. (RNS)
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Diem Party Revival Denied in Saigon

o ' and
aigon.— (NC) — A south cri }qa‘te betveen ‘new an
Vi tngm gov(em'rz\ent sp(gkes- “old’ ‘but is concened onil')"
man has denied that President Wwith gbxhty, pp_tting a ma!(‘)rd-
Nguyen Van Thieu is plan- the right position in ac§ "
ning ~to~Fevive the Cali Lao™ ance with '.the"aim of meationa
party of the late President reconciliation. .
Ngo Dinh Diem.

Responding to such a report
in the U.S. press, press direc-
tor Nguyen Van Noan of the ,

South Vietnam Informatiom ’
Ministry asserted that Presi- M (
l s-

dent Thieu had made his

policy clear ina Sept. 20 state-
ment.

President Thieu at that
time said, ‘“Our policy of the
use of manpower in the pres-

Weinessday
Birth Control Issue is Prince
In Puerto Rico D%“y%f‘?‘“
San Juan, PR, — (RNS) | Giv it a
— Puerto Rico’s ruling Popu- Fairshake.

lar Democratic party has for-
mally adopted a birth control
plank for its 1968 electiom

campaign platform.

It is the only party among
the five in Puerto Rico with
such a plaitlfwrm stand. In_
1960, a similar p
platform caused a clash with
the Roman Catholic Church.
ent government does mot dis-
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are particularly devoted to the
Rosary.”

“At the beginning,” Mother
Stanislaus said, “there were
many holy hours and wigils
and other spiritual demonstra-
tions. Now, as public gather
ings become more dangerous

and as the people becomg, §.
weary from lack of-food, yo&’@%
have fewer open demonstra-
tions, but the people still have
faith that God will deliver
them from the conflict.”
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Psalvation aa Service

RIGHT REVEREN'D EDWARDT. ©'MEARA

BIAFR

Dear Friends:

Literally hundreds of you
who love amd suppirt The So-
ciety for the Propagation of
the Faith have wrxittem to ask
how the Society has assisted in
the tragic calamity that has be-
fallen humaanity @ Nigeria-
Biafra. Are the Church’s mis-
sionaries helping, servimg, lead-
ing; are the Society's funds get-
ting to. where they aree needed
most? ¢ )
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The answer.to both questions is an emphatic yes. Let’s
 take them one at.a. time. The personnel of the Chureh at
s this instant are writing with the ink of tears and sweat and
blood, one of “the meost glorius chapters in the history of
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the Church’s service to mamkind. Missionaries from Europe
and America, African bishops, priests, sisters, catechists and
lay leaders are there where the action amd the dmger is—
.and on both sides of the agonizing conflict.

(Rt. 104, lrondequoit)

These servanis of the servant Church are not interested in
the political dimensions of this struggle; they simply- believe
that war is neither an--effectiwe nor a Christian way of settling
tribal differences and are willing to expose their own lives to
risk in the services of the imjured, the huangry, the csrphaned
and the wounded in spirit. Those I have met who have seen
this catastrophe with their own eyes speak of .. . “the light of
hope in the eyes of the-mothers and childrem vwhem Sister
appeared” . . . “‘64 soldiers were baptized right at the fromt
lines®> . .. ‘“‘the bishop gave the food to thwe childien -with his
Fown hands” . .. “the Africans learned their catechisma in the
trenches with shells flying overhead” . . . “tough odservers
from the outside were converted back to the Church when they

i

wt ot

adopted people.” .

The Soclety’s fands axe there as well, Ovir = half
million dellars has been semt into Biafra since the conflict
hegan and has been used for the needs of thhe Chuxeh in
its mission of salvation ani service. Your gilts and sacritices
are relleving human want and bringing the mressagre and °
comfort of Christ to & suffering part of the wvorld

My words are addressed to you because your Enquiries
deserve an amswer, just as your gifts deserve our thanks—
because all of the agencies striving to reliewe suffering deserve
vour continued support—because the power and lwe of your
prayer is possible at every moment—becamse a wiy amust be
found to end this pitiful and grofitless carnage, |

Sincerely yours in Our Loxd, .
The Right Reverend Edward T. O’ Mears, ST.D.
National Director

Your Hielp Is still needed.

SALVATION AND SERVICE are the work of The
Society for th& Propiagation of the Faith. Please ent owt this
colamn and send your offering to:

Right Reverend Edward T. ('Meara, Nathonal Dircter, 386
Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10001, ox directly t@ your
local diocesan director: Rt. Rev. Msgr. Bohn F. Duffty, 50

he Left.)

Chestnut Street. Rochester. New York 146M.

Dublin — Ina world where
uanvillingnesss to grant his fellg
s rights s&eems to be an ind
tible phenormenon, the fact tha
papers no losnger have to seek
wwio mre wilding to go to prisc
smll note oef hope.

In 1815, when Irelands C
parly wanteed an editor for
jounal, thew advertised for *
seon prerfectly competent to 1
ostensible- psroprietor of a p:
‘celigious newspaper. He must
cirumstance=s to enable him
Ine has no pmreferences for the
oof Dublin tow the cells of New;

Willingresss to spend ¢ime
cels of Neewgate wias a nes
qquilification when British auth
im Ireland were intent on er
peress  opposAtlon to its polie

Lutercommunion
Bin Dwctrinal,
Siys Ecumenist

Vatican Ciety — (NC) — A C
leader in tkae ccumenical fie)
dedlired that the Church’s b
imerfaith Exacharistic celebrati
xof simply a matter of discipli
rather one owf doctrine”

Tatheer Charles Boyer, S.J., re

wrhith 61 Chistians of various
shared the consecrated breas
wrine, He also spoke of a cer
hell on the fringe of the 196
e assembly of the World C
of Churchess in TUppsala, Sy
wrhen some <Catholics received
esstint Communion.

Fatrer Boyer, president o
Imternational Unitas Associatio
a renowned Fhomist scholar, as
that thie Catilaolics involved wer
hibited from such an action. H
the were heping to force a ¢
im that prohEbition by presenti
Churchh with an accomplished f;

‘The Euchharist is a preer
sEg of the unity of the Ch
Frather Boyemr said. “The quest
inatercelebrations and inter co
ionsis nota matter of discipli;
rather one off doctrine. An ecu

saw the priests: and the nuns sharing-the sufferhg -of their

who believess In Kkeepiitg pace
tEke times by weskening Catholi
te-ines of the Real Presence, the
fEce of the MEass and the charac
the priesthoo=d actually works a
the cause of ecumenism.”
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