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Honors Planned for Bishop Byrne 
(Continued from rage 1) 

outer lodge. As soon as F a t h e r 
Szdzanski came out, Pat asked him 
eagerly if he bad* been able to do 
anything for the assassin. "Patty," 
replied Father Theophil, "priests 
don't talk about such things." 

If young Byrne revealed a mission
ary spirit that day, at least he never 
gave a n y indication to his school
mates that he had a missionary voca
tion. After graduating from Holy 
Family School, he attended Auburn 
Sigh School for two years, 1903-1905. 
Then a t 16, he returned to Washing
ton andl finished his secondary edu
cation a t another public high school, 
Washington's Eastern High. 

After high school Pat turned in 
the direction of the priesthood. He 
attended St. Charles College, the 
well-known preparatory seminary at 
Catonsville, Maryland, and then 
studied theology at St. Mary's Semi
nary, Baltimore. He was ordained a 
priest i n Washington, on June 23, 
1915. 

But Father Byrne did not serve as 
a priest in the diocese of his birth. 
Seven days after his ordination he 
was admitted to the Maryknoll Fa
thers i n Ossining, N.Y. This Ameri
can foreign-mission society had been 
founded only four yeaTS before, and 
Patrick Byrne was the first already-
ordained man to b e received into its 
growing ranks. 

Father Byrne proved to be an ideal 
missionary. His rare combination of 
zeal and good humor adapted him 
well to the ups and downs of the mis
sionary life. 

His first assignment was to the 
post of superior of the Maryknoll 
junior seminary at Clark's,, Summit, 
Pa. Only in 1923, eight years later, 
was he sent into the mission field. 
His task was to pioneer a new mis
sionary undertaking in n o r t h e r n 
Korea. His efforts were successful, 
and in 1927 the Holy See appointed 
him Prefect Apostolic of Pengyang. 
(This t i t l e meant h e was under direct 
authority of the Vatican in adminis
tering a mission area which had no 
bishop.) 

But t h e Maryknoll society did not 
allow h i m to remain long in his pre
fecture. In 1929 he was elected as
sistant superior general of the Mary
knoll Fathers, Three years later he 
was given the added burden of the 
rectorship of Maryknoll's major semi
nary at Osslnlng. 

In 193S, his superior finally allow
ed him to return to the field. This 
time he was sent to Kyoto, Japan, to 
set up a now mission. Two years 
afterward. Pope Pius XI established 
Kyoto a s a prefecture apostolic, and 
Father Patrick again found himself 
named a prefect 

As he had been happy In Korea, 
or Byrne enjoyed his work 
Towards' the ood <tf the 

dfcade, however, "World War II 
loomed. The prefect of Kyoto decid
ed would be prudent for him, as a 
foreigner, to resign his office so that 
a Japanese national might be named 
to succeed him. 

But Byrne had meanwhile made a 
name f o r himself by reason of his 
many charitable works. Consequently, 
when h e was caught In Japan at the 
outbreak of World War II In Decem
ber, 1942, and listed as an enemy 
alien, h e was not imprisoned as were 
most foreign missionaries, but held 
four years in a gentler house-deten
tion on the grounds of his Catholic 
orphanage. 

Still a captive when Japan fell be
fore the Allies, Monslgnor Byrne ad
dressed the Japanese people over 
the radio, assuring them that the 
American troops arriving to occupy 
the cities after the surrender in 
Tokyo Bay, would not harm them. 
Allied military authorities credited 
this address as a major influence 
in the peaceful take over of Japan. 

In the days that followed, while 
Gen. Douglas MacArthur was ack
nowledged to be "No. 1 American" 
In Japan, Monslgnor Byrne was re
ferred t o at "No. 2 American." Of 
Byrne, t h e general later testified: "In 
the early days of the Japanese occu
pation when everything was in con
fusion, Bishop Byrne was of great 
help to us. He was resourceful and 
courageous. lie was looked up to by 
everyone.** 

In 1947, Pope Pius XII named 
Monslgnor Byrne apostolic visitor to 
the country of his first missionary 
effort Korea. This was a gesture of 
recognition to the government of that 
newly-established independent repub
lic. The Holy See made a further 
gosture of confidence on April 7, 
1949, when Byrne was named titular 
bishop ot Gazera and the first apos
tolic delegate ever sent to Korea. 

The bishop-elect choso to be con
secrated in the Korean capital, 
Seoul. Chief consecrator was Bishop 
Thomas J . McDonnell, national direc
tor for t h e United States of the So
ciety f o r the Propagation of the 
Falth.Bishop McDonnell was assisted 
by Bishop Paul Ro, vicar apostolic 
of Seoul, and Bishop Adrian Larri-
beau, M.E.P., Bishop Ro's predeces
sor. The consecration was a civic as, 
well as a religious event, and the 
new apostolic delegate intended that 
it be so . He was intensely loyal, to 
the flock he served. 

But w a r clouds were again descend
ing. Bishop Byrne's first official act 
atfer h i s consecration was to de
nounce t h e Communists of northern 

COURIER-JOURNAJL 

Vol. 8 0 No. 2 — Oct 11, 196» 
Published Weekly by the Roch
ester Catholic Presa Association. 
SUBSCRIPTION RATES: Single 
Copy 15c; 1 year Subscription In 
U.S., $6.00; Canada and South 
America, $8.50; other foreign 
countries, $9.50. Main Office, 35 
Sdo Street, Rochester, N.Y. 14804. 
Second OuT Postage Paid of 
Rochester, N.Y. 

Korea for their recent seizure of the 
clergy. A, bare 12 months later, on 
June 25, 1950, the Reds from north
ern Korea invaded the South, and the, 
Korean War was on. , 

As soon as the invasion took place, 
the apostolic delegate ordered all 
foreign missionaries that he could 
contact to go south for safety's sake. 
He himself chose to remain at Seoul, 
accompanied only by Father William 
Booth, HUM., his secretary. As Bish
op Byrne explained to the departing 
Americans, "If the shepherd flees, 
the sheep will easily be scattered." 

Not long afterward, Communist in
vaders entered Seoul, and some of 
their number appeared at the door 
of the apostolic delegation. They 
ordered the delegate and F a t h e r 
Booth to pack their clothes and come 
witrTthem: "Do as we say or we will 
kill you." A case could probably have 
been made against such an arrest on 
the basis of the bishop's quasi-diplo
matic status as the representative of 
the Holy See. But the North Koreans 
were in no mood to let Bishop Byrne 
out of their grasp. They had earlier 
made the public announcement that 
he was their "No. 1 Enemy." 

- The bishop and his secretary were 
first taken by freight car to Peng
yang, once the hub of Byrne's pre
fecture and now the capital of North 

Korea. Then,, after two months, they 
were taken to Manpo on the Yalu 
River, along with some 700 other 
captives: prisoners of war, mission
aries, diplomatic and commercial 
personnel, civilians from several 
countries — men, women, and chil
dren. 

The earlier phases of the intern
ment were uncomfortable enough, 
what with Inadequate facilities and 
brain-washing Interrogations. But 
cruelty reached its peak in late Oc
tober and early November, when the 
whole crowd was forced to march 100 
miles across rough and frigid coun
try from Manpo to Jungkan. 

They were "ecumenical" victims, 
those who took this "death march." 
Bishop Byrne, Msgr. Thomas Quin-
lan, S.S.C., prefect apostolic of Chun-
chon, and several missionary priests 
and nuns; an Anglican bishop; the 
commissioner in Korea for the Sal
vation Army; a number of Methodist 
missionaries, both men and women; 
a Jewish physician; and a large num
ber of American soldiers, foreign 
diplomatic and economic personnel, 
and other internees of European and 
Asiatic background and of diversi
fied religious beliefs. 

Bishop Byrne had been looked to 
as one of the bravest of the leaders, 
and as long as he was physically^ble 

to, he did his best to advise and ease 
the lot of the rest of the prisoners. 
But before they reached Jungkan he 
came down with a cold that turned 
into pneumonia. When the marchers 
were moved once more, oii Nov. 16, 
1950' to Ha Chang Ri, he had to be 
transported in an ox-cart. On Nov. 
25, while still at Ha Chang Ri, he 
died. * ' 

They buried him in the cassock of 
Afonsignor Quinlan, hoping that its 
metal, red - cloth - covered buttons, 
would 'help some in the future to 
identify his remains. He was 62 at 
the time of his death. One of his fel
low-marchers testified that all of 
their group, at his. passing, had been 
seized by "a leaden sense of personal 
loss." 

Just before his death, the failing 
prelate had told his companions: 
"After the privilege of my priest
hood, I regard this privilege of hav
ing suffered for Christ with you as 
the greatest of my life." 

Holy Family parish does well to 
set up, in Auburn, a memorial to 
its heroic former parishioner. We 
are still called upon to "seek first the 
kingdom of God", and to take up our 
cross and follow Christ So It is good 
to be reminded, in an era of eon-
fused values, that the age of martyrs 
has not really ceased. 

Bishop Byrne, a lover of all animals, wrote this poem in 
1946 about his pet parrot in Korea: 

POLL IN A MEDITATIVE MOOD 

This Poll sits on a hump; 
Reservedr sagacious, pious, 
As sober as the raven bird 
That used to feed Elias. 

But should the mood strike verdant Poll 
She'll carry on fantastic; 
For all her sober piety, 
Is really quite elastic. 

OH. BABY, WHAT A SALE! 
ADORABLE IMPORTS AND LAYETTE NEEDS AT WONDERFUL SAVINGS 

BUY FOR YOUR OWN LITTLE ONE AND FOR GIFTS 

COTTON KNIT SUITS 

2 . 9 0 rcg. 4.00 

Dear little pant-and-top s e t s in 
white with pastel trim or white 
top wi th yellow or blue pants. 
M and L . From Israel. 

I N F A N T S ' S W E A T E R S 

2 . 9 0 rcg. 4 . 0 0 

Lacy kni t s o f e a s y - t o - w a s h 
acrylic, in a se lec t ion o f cozy, 
pretty white sweaters . M and L. 

From England. 

K N I T O V E R A L L S W I T H 
L O N G S L E E V E S H I R T S 

3 . 9 0 n g. 5 . 0 0 

Textured cotton knits. Overal ls 
in b l u e , pink or yellow. Mock, 
turtle shirts in white e d g e d to 
match. M, L, XL. From Israel. 

3 P C T O R L O N K N I T 
L E G G I N G S E T S 

7 . 9 0 rcg. 9 . 0 0 

Beautiful, soft, washable outfits 
with leggings, coat plus a bon
net for girls or helmet for-boys. 
In w h i t e with pink embroidery 
for g i r l s . All white or b lue for 
boys. L and X L . From E n g l a n d . . 

K N I T T E D S H A W L S 

5 . 9 0 rcg. 7 . 0 0 and 8 . 0 0 

Lovely white Orion acrylic 
shawls to use on crib or car
riage.- Made e x p r e s s l y for 
Forman's like all t h e s e very 
special knits. 

GRIPPER SHIRTS, 6 mos. to 1 yr. sizes. 
Reg. 2 for 1.70 sa le 2 for 1 . 3 9 
J1FFON SHIRTS in 1 yr. and 114 yr.sizes. 
Reg 2 for 1.40 s a l e 2 for 1 . 1 5 
INFANTS' GOWNS in white or maize cot-
Ion knit. Rcg. 1.39 sale 1 . 1 0 
JUICE BIBS in white with pink, aqua or 
maize trim. Reg. .50 sale . 3 9 
FEEDING BIBS in white with pink, aqua 
or maize trim. Reg. .75 ... s a l e 2 for 1 . 1 9 
WASH CLOTHS, white with aqua, pink or 
maize trim. Reg. 2 for .50 . sale 2 for . 3 9 
REVERSIBLE TOWELS, thick and ab
sorbent. Pink, maize, aqua. Reg. 3.00 

sale 2 . 4 9 
HOODED TOWELS, soft terry in pink, 
aqua or maize. Reg. 2.50 sale 1 . 9 9 

CRIB BLANKETS, of 100% acrylic for 
soft, light warmth and easy washability. 
Pink, white or maize. Reg. 7.00 sale 5 . 9 0 
CRIB SHEETS of soft white cotton knit. 
Reg. 2.50 sale 2 . 0 0 
FITTED CRIB SHEETS in striped cotton 
knit. Reg. 1.75 sale 1 . 3 9 
RECEIVING BLANKETS, cotton flannel 
in white, pink or maize. Reg. .89 

.TTTIH+R 2 for 1 . 4 9 
STRETCH DIAPERS, white cotton knit. 
Per dozen, reg. 2.90 sale 2 . 4 9 
NYLON COMFORTERS, plump and light, 
with pretty ruffles,. Reg. 8.00 ..... sale 4 . 9 0 
INFANTSEAT, light, firm supporting seat 
and carrier for baby. With pad and safety 
strap. Reg. 7.00 sale 5 . 4 9 

ORDER BY MAIL OR PHONE 325-1800 
Young World,'Floor Three, Midtown; Culver>Ridge;Pittsford 

\ 

1HMN (D. 
Shop at Forman's Culver-Ridge a n d Pittsford tonight until 9 


