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What are we to say of the criti- i i i A
E cisms leveled at economic assistance lthte ml’!)fﬁi(t)s!;he facts of America in the vestrments in oil and copper or trade Sixteen hundred years ago St Bergan wko compelled his unenthusi- ers in our developing CCD and Adult
: programs’ £ the side of people ate ? in coffee and cocoa, A Jerome wrote: “Ignorance of "the atic sudlents to the discipline of - Education program, on reading the
. who, whether they are members of _ It is true that American overseas - ‘The reassons go right back to the Seripture is ignorance of Churist, mernofzireg in the old St. Andrew's above, will bristle at the gratitude
Congress or leading citizens or intel-  investment is high and growing. Itis  Origins of state power and to the Before brintin imerted. th Sermimry. God bless him for his wis-  OF, the old catechism. “To these- 1
lectuals or students, would normally . 2iso true that American business, not melancholyr fact that ever since tribal ability o read was held mosly e V- r say: Cheer up! Too many of you are
call the;ngelves “Riberal’*? unnaturally, is more kindly disposed man hegara peexing angrily at other i stys 0 ria lwa:s e p mostly by domm and This firmness., hung up on your own hostilities. You
: . to governments which do not expro- tribes enceroachding on his hunting ?I(:sve v'exr'mt?m 5, € erics any sor:nteinuns. Catlolics who had not known the are reading with your own prejudices
me The fint of these criticisms is that ~ priate them. It is also true that in ~ grounds, Buman communities have ~ AWOIn tae peop e wemnotimor o Lol SN ot L S against the catechism,
ri- aid is uséd simply to shore up Ameri- certain areas — the Caribbean, for resisted eaxch other's sovereignty and € >SCripiures. liey knew the Seiptwaral irit ang doc- ;
Vo can interests and that this means a instance, or Latin America — the even ther -greatest powers have not them rather well through the mostics, e hioagh their aiohioms Gon Py e Lol like to Jovelon
Fu sort of uncritical anti:communism United States watches anxiously for felt safe wunless they felt “the bal- paintings and statuesin the churches; time irotgh their catechisms. Gene a bt on the Scripture studies, espe
overnment. b sm. Communist-led i y " : through sermons and mronality plays; sis gives a dramatic picture of the cially as they apply to CCD programs.
Ry Anyand government, however unpopular mm disturbances and has, ance of powwer” was somewhat tilted and through household conveTsations. creating God and created man. The
as reactiogjadry, gets United States’ in Guatemala and San Domingo, taken down on thaeir own side. Scripture greferences were a znonost: psalms proclaim God's glory and In the meanwhile, it is both con-
ts. Ss“tgg'ﬂ "“’rmgﬂtlihﬁnig ?;sutﬁgeo,tﬁf, (v)b"’l'eng ggzemmcov%‘;tssf)i‘;soft%o:s:.pDl::st To prese=rve this balance and keep the vernacular language. P providnce, The New Testament un- tradryt to htigte :iphl'it Oflige t:criptures
- Depa Ver. i and to historical rea suppose
®o alternative to a Communist takeover this, then, mean that America is an it fawrable large states have con ; folds the “Word made flesh. that our fathers and mothers were i
A . ’ s 0] - h - - g‘
- ) oldfashioned imperialist; and eco- gue}:;lesotlael;s lTh:y have preserved The Reformation came alanost. Si_ But the catechism answers to the norant Catholics. ‘They knew the es-
is Here two other criticisms tend t nomic aid nst )s) o=f influence” and bands of multaneously with wide-spread print o . :
ci- be made, especially by the.y(smngn Ong disguiseazl1 c:(‘:llox:iali?rl:len—t o(fr h‘g‘r}:etzlg neutril states to pratect their own ing. While the reformers paut their g;l;;s"t‘!o?vvhw‘lm . GOdI":rl’ “?y“l‘::’hls‘ e g ures from thefr
it is the specific criticlom that the de. colomialism™? soveregnty?. They have bribed and over-emphasis on the Book; the Cath- s 0 is Jesus Christ?"; y catechism. And despite the down-
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THE PROGRESS OF PEOPLES |

cision to give assistance to the gov-
ernment in South Vietnam sucked
America into a fullscale war.

The other more general one is that
aid Is simply one more instrument of
“aggressive American imperialism”
which must control other peoples’
SCONOMmMIeS SN
survive. The phrase used by an Eng-
lish member of parliament on the ex-
treme left — "America is in Vietnam
to protect its profits" — can be taken
as typical of this kind of attack.

“In the light of Russia’s behavior
in Central Europe, this line of criti-
cism may lessn. But it can still be
argued that in the developing world,
conditions are different and the great-
er danger is still to support “unpro-
gressive” regimes.

What, then, shall we say? Let us
begin with the largest eriticism —
that of America’s whole system of
government and economics. Does the
Leninist analysis of Big Business hunt-
ing around the world for profits and
enslaving whole peoples to secure

Hardly. For one thing, America’s
overseas imterests make up a very
small part of its total wealth and eco-
nomic activity. All its foreign trade
— imports and exports together —
amount to no more than a sixth of its

total income, all jts overseas invest-  Andif boday-Admeriea-is-in-Vietnam
esources—if“it~{3 to ~ments fo about 8 per cent.

These investments, too, go increas-
ingly to developed countries where
there is no qustion of *‘colonialist in-
tervention’”” — to Western Europe, o
Jepan. One reason why isolation still
seems to many people a possible op-
tion for American policy is, precisely,
because by far the largest part of
America's wealth and interest lies
at home,

But, say the critics, why is the
United States nonetheless occupied
all round the world — with military
assistance and economic aid and even
downright -military involvement? If
interests are not being defended, what
is? But the answer to this question
does not lie with anything as recent
as capitalism or communism or in-
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extent of Rochester’s bousing crisis,

try must seriously alter present pol-

supported smaller governments to
keep out the influence of rival great
powesrs, Theis has been going on since
the diwn of empire — probably in
the fifth millemnium before Christ
right dowme to today's Russian attack
on Cazechosslovakia.,

and Xorea and sending military sup-
plies to Bxraill or Peru, maintaining
its allisnce- in Exxrope, and supporting
a lot of stall governments with as-
sistamce, wihatever use or misuse they
make of if, the reason is not imperial-
ismx but thee balance of power — and
the Soviet Unlom, by the same token,
is also givaing aid, sending arms and
using’ presssure a1l round the world.

In this situation of competitive
‘world poweer, it is undoubtedly easy
for econonmic sssistance to look more
like suppoet for a pliant government
tham a geneaine iavestment in develop-
ment. But it Is not the aid that cre-
ates the redationship; it is the under-
lying strugs=le fox power. And the way
to get aid wout of the contradiction is
not to stop- it bt disentangle it from
the prower s=Zame—if it can be done.

religious ccommuanity) are selected
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olics put an underemphasis on the
Book as they proclaimed the doctrine
of the living teacher, the Chumreh.

T'o clarify his doctrines, Lu ther put
out his able Lutheran citechism in
1529. The Jesuit St Pefer <Canisius
put out the famous Cathokic cate-

chismi i 1556, After the Comundll of
Trent (1563) Catholic thougzht was
crystallized (some would say “com-
gealed”) in the Catechism of the
Council of Trent. We who were
taught by the Baltimoxe catechism
Jhave the essence of the Tr-identime
catechism. Much of it is incoxporated
in the documents of Vatdican EI.

Catholics developed a siramnge ¥n-
feriority complex on thelr =“lack of
biblical knowledge.” Where Aid they
get this? From listenimg to Protes
tants quote Scripture with chapter
and verse, which can be an exercise
of memory as well as famnlllazrity. Be-
cause Catholics gencrally were not
very fimiliar with long texgs, they
thought they were not fFamilEar with
the Bible's contents, T"his wwas not
true.

I myself admire the abllity of Pro-
testant clergymen and rminy laymen
to quote chapter and verse. E wish 1
could do the same. Who does thris
more volubly and unorthodoxly than
the Witnesses of Jehovah?! Chapters
and verses are not scripture, but axe
valuable tools to find seclions in the

did God mmake you?” are marvelous
capsults wwhich epitomize for a falr
undiersaneling of the nature of God
and the purpose and destiny of man.
They glvee us in crisp essence the

© message off Genesls, of the psalms and

of the gospels.

———JF—do no% -think -it is-a rash-thought

to think tihhat many students and teac-

grading propaganda, most of them
lived the message of the Scriptures,
as they received it from their cate-
chisms very well,

§t. Jerome wrote: “You cannot
make your way into the holy Scrip-
tures without having someone to go
‘before you, and show you the road->- -
(Letter 52 to Paulinus.)

How Newark s Fighting
Priest Vocation Shortage

Newrk, NJ.—(NC) — The Newark
archadinces®, in cooperation with Paul-
ist Press, will launch a vocation pro-
motion campaign in October as a
prelude to» similar campaigns in 26
other dloceses.

Detills ©f the campalgn were out-
lined heree and at a meeting of vo-

- catbon directors in New York by

Father Willlam C. Clark, assistant
director of vocations for the arch-
dicceso,

JFacu of the campaign will be the
dlstrribitiomn of the Paulist-Newman
Press books, “Generation of Opportu-

Oct, 27, when the campaign will be
1aunched, the books are to be dis
tributed, vocation sermons are to be
given and 30 teams of five members
exch are to £an out (o all schools for
vocition discmssions,

In addition, there will be a pastoral
letter from Archbishop Thomas A.
Boland, whe has proclaimed the week .
as a “Week of Prayer for Vocations,” .-
and the vocation book is to be the
focal point for classroom work during
religlon periods. ’

The “Book being’ used is a highly il-
lustrated 96-page volume based on a
survey of 5,000 Sisters, 2,000 priests

‘ 5 nity,” to 200,000 families, Exach pastor

- What Can I Do? Here’s What Scriptures. _ in the srchdiocese has been ssked o and 1,000 Brothers undertaken by
- ) 1 wish I could quote vast quanti- take- suffic-dent coples for his parish- George Fischer for Our Sunday Vis-
t ties of selected Scriptures, which foners. itor Foundation. The edition to be
o . R have a peculiar unction «©f their own., distributed -hrere contalns a 18page
— 'By FatherP. David Finks - Whatever I have committed to menro- Each paxish is to name a priest-vo- section’ specially written and lllus-
‘ Last week I watched the Xerox-Ko- matic necessity of far reaching change e o B ig'dge ‘?‘9’“’,’ o :mx':‘ -Wllll};_n, Lo t'.m:l?’ \’QIreth 3Durlnx ﬂlg cek o - t:'ntod. :m“themewark ares. "
I dak sponsored housing documentary, in the struclures. of metropolitan . gy e i T Rt ; »
ax ““T'hink Athlsbm it". No one can sext'ihous- Rochester. -afng ﬂ _ _ﬁ. '?_ .81
e Iy view “superd TV f£ilm without non s . n-
= _ sturbed Simple solutions are a comfort only OcEoher carrying through .
f‘ being profoundly ai ’ to the comfortable. Government, in- ?:lg llnm and ing ug : .
-z Besides upeciting comfortable prej- dustry, banks, soclal agencies,
=1 ndices and miyiis ;bout the cause and churches, unions, construction indus- The 75 participants (25 from each A Rea I Ho e Run B Ias f ,

“ 1 ¢

the film exemplified the complex In-

§ of human problems in-
volved ina contemxponry urban issue
such as housing.

We need more than 20,000 dwelling
units today to ovena catch up with our
immediate needs. People who tend to
dismiss the housi sis as the prob-
lem ondy of the and minority
groups, are shocked to f£ind the seri-
ous effects ypon the elderly, newly
martieds, familles with children, fac-
tory workers.

icles, or the situation will continue to
deteriorate.

Edacation is also needed to teach
people how to affect the decision-
making process that rules metropoli-
tan Rochester. It takes time and ef-
fort to understand the local scene and
set priorities and strategies for need-
ed change,

Finally, basic techniques must be
learned to organize people, to influ-
ence public opinion, to affect polit-
ical process, to form coslitions with

The economny and future growth of other groups where allied self inter-

‘yhetropolitan Kochester are in the

balance on this issue Industry and
the business commxunily are seriously
involved. Obsolete govermment struc-
tures at city, town and county level
add to ¢his crisls,. Federal administra-
tive hangups and conservative legisla-
tors backed by a short-sighted, apa-
thetle electorate will have to be in-

. fluenced if change is to happen.

A prophetic message like “Think
About It’ 'lorces concerned people to
ask, “What Can I Do?” The answer
sounds harsh, but it is realistic:
“AILONE, you an’t doa thing.”

You need conversion to the prag-

ests can be served.

The question “What Can I Do?"
then becomes obsolete. Trained, sen-
sitized people have only to choose in
which area they can best use their
talents to build community and effect
social change,

The most serious, in-depth training
sesston in the Rochester area hegins
its second year of operation on Oct.
23. It is sponsored by the Joint Of
fice of Urban Ministry of the Cath-
olic Diocese and the Area Council of
Churches together with the Commit
tee on Race Relations for the Jewish
Community Council.

froon appliEcatioras received. If you
wish o appely, cail Mrs. Marvin Wurth.
project admninistr-ator, at 381-51567.

The temEnars &re conducted by the
leaders wheo make the decisions that
affect life #n the Rochester area. Dis-
cussions ineclude the political process
of declsion making, housing and ur-
bam renewael, poverty and social wel-
fare, cvil isorder and law enforce-
ment and o-ghers.

T'wo othear semiinar series that treat
the wrhan c=risls and race relations In
a moTe restriled fashion begin also
in October:

The Catheglic Interracial Council is
sponsoring a diatogue-seminar: “Con-
fromtation: Bhkk and White”. This
runs for sewen weeks during October
and MNovem3ber at St. John the Evan-
gelist Schocs! on Humboldt Street.

The chursches of Perinton are pre-
senting a sezries called "My Brother's
Keeper" wixich seems to have a good
facualty. Thizs begins with an orienta-
tion. @n Oct 3.

Further Anformation about these

" seminars caen be had by writing or

calling the «Offlce= of Urban Ministry,
657 Miin &t W., Rochester, N.Y.,
3286400,

Castel Gamxdolipo, Italy — (NC) —

Pope Paul W1 left his summer resi-
dence here €0 preside at the opening
of the Ponti-fical Relief Organizations
clinic at Torxe di Polidoro, which will
care for chilldren stricken with polio.
Aftexr dedicaxtiig The children’s clinic
and a xest ce=nter For priests, the Pope
depaxte] the- mmes night for the Vati-
can,\ ending his stanmer stay \\at Cas-

- tel Gandolfo_

Castel Gasmdolfo — (RNS) — Pope
Paul V1 warmed the Italian Religious
Music Assosclatiom of St. Cecilla
agiinst the dintroduction of unortho-
dox and “inmpure’” elements in litur-
gical mausic. His remarks were inter-
preted by sosme olbservers as a state-
ment BpIsE recent
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= 1. 7% < 69 Vatiean Cigy—(INC)—Pope Paul V1
~ has given his asserxt to the elections of
two mew arc-hbishops chosen by the
%rm’%nu;d of Blshops.l They arf
'r- Bﬂme, () CCM resi-
dential archbishop of Aleppo of the
Syrians, and  Msgr’. Abdullah Rshal,
elected. resideentitl archbishop of Da-
macus of thes Syrizns,
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