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ashington Chancery Statement
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WE'LL GO ALONG WAY

Major sections of the Wash-
ington Chancery statement on
Cardinal O'Boyle's “point of
view of the jssue hetween him
and the dissenting priests’:

Whit is the issue between
Cardinal 0'Boyle and the
priests of the archdiecese of
Washington who have been
disagreeing with him during
the last six weeks? TIsthé is
sue the priests' persoml opin-
jons with regard to marital
morality? I the issue the doc-
trine of the Church? Isthe is-

whether or not the priestly
ministry will be carried out in
the archdiocese of Washington
in strict accordance with the
Church’s teaching. (We are
not here discussing Catholic
University, which involves
some additional questions.)

Pope Paul’s encyclical, Hu-
mane Vitae, restates and re-
affirms the constant teaching
of the Catholic Church with
regard to the morality of abor-
tion, sterilization, and contra-
ception.

sue a matter of authority and

iencee?
obedience? The priests of the archdio-
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ly ministry in accordance with
this teaching.

Yet some have subscribed
to a statement including the
assertion that ‘spouses. may
responsibily decide according
to their conscience that arti-
ficial contraception in.some
circumstances is permissible
and indeed necessary to pre
serve and foster the values
and sacredness of marriage.”

Cardinal 0'Boyle has reject-
ed this statement from its
first appearance as incompati-
ble with the Church’s teach-
ing.

On Aug. 31, the cardinal is-
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are interfering with your work”

Fund Raiser For Friars

Father Coleman Gallagher,
S.A., will be guest of honor at
the annual dinner dance of
Sairt Margaret of Scotland
Guild, at 6:30 p.m, Oct. 5 in
Wesley Methodist Church hall,
2009 Dewey Avenue.

Proceeds from this event help
to educate missionary priests in
the Society of the Friars of the
Atonement of Graymoor.
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sued a pastoral instruction to

all the priests of the archdio- -

cesé. He has asked those who
are dissenting to accept this
pastoral instruction and to
withdraw their support from
the objectionable statement.
Some have done so, but others

feel obliged to hold to the |, ‘
#  However, the issue is not

posi}ion they have taken.

The issue between the card-
inal and the dissenting priests
is not their personal opinions
or their personal state of soul,
so far as that remains private.
The issue does involve the
Church’s doctrine, although
some of the dissenting priests
state that they accept the
Church’s doctrine and wish
only to permit “freedomm of
conscience’” for those who do
not.

Still, the issue is the Church’s
doctrine in this sense, that
pastoral practice must agree
with the Church’s docirime or
the doctrine is denied'in prac-
tice. A doctrine that is not

existentially applied is mean-
“Ingless.

The issue is not merely con-
traception. There is the larger
issue of the authority of the
Church's teachingsand the ob-
ligation of Catholics to accept
and obey them.

one of authority and obedi-
ence in the sense in which
that might usually be under-
stood—a conflict between an
employer and employee, or
something of that kind. The
cardinal has no personal quar-
rel with the dissenting priests,
and he does not particularly
resent their position so far as
it ircurs wupon his personal
authority.

The difficulty rather is that
the cardinal himself feels
bhound in conscience to regu-
late: pastoral practice in this
archdiocese, for which he is
responsible, in accord with the
Church's teaching. The cardi-
nal himself has mo authority

‘to act except In apcord with
the Church’s teachimg.

Priests in the mrchdiocese
receive their authorizatlon to

.engage in the priestly minis-

try from him. He cannot al-
low them to act with his auth-
orization beyond ihe houndar-
jes of his own autheority.

The question is o-xe each of
the dissenting priests must
answer for himsel€—whether
he is willing to cox.nm§t him-
self again to the priestly min-
istry as it must be <arried out
in this archdiocese according
to the teaching of thhe Church,
or whether he .insiEsts on re
moving imself from the minis-
try.

In the latter case, the exclu-
sion by the cardinal from the
ministries of preacheing, teacl.l-
ing, and hearing corafessions is
simply a formalzation of a
factual state of aff airs. Even
with that exclusio; a priest
remains a priest of the arch-
diocese.
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By MARIO GATBONTON
NC News Service

Manila—A Filipino member
of the papal advisory commis.
sion on birth control believe
that Pope Paul VI's encyclical
Humanae Vitae came “3 little
too late.” ‘

Dr. Mercedes B. Concepeion,
director of the Population In-
stitute of the University of
the Philippines, said that Pope
Paul’s encyclical on birth con.
trol “would have been more
forceful if it had been issued
shortly after the papal com-
mi::ion had submitted its re-
:po A

Dr. Concepcion, an expert
on population, believes strong.
ly that the Church should
Iaunch an all-out drive to es-
tablish rhythm clinies through.
out the Philippines.

Dr. Concepcion was one of
five women in the 76-member
Papal Commission for the
Study of the Family, Natality
and Population. There were
three married women recruit-
ed by the Pope for the com-
mission, together with their
husbands, for their work in
family guidance clinics. Dr.
Concepcion and one other
member are unmarried.

The commission was insti-
tuted by Pope John XXIII as
an advisory body in 1963.
When it was enlarged by Pope
Paul in 1965, Dr. Concepcion
was Invited as an expert in
demography.

In discussing the population
explosion in the Philippines,
Dr. Concepcion pointed out
the following:

“On July 1, 1987, the Phil-
ippines contained an estimated
34.5 million people; a million
more than a year ealier. By
July 1, 1968, the population
was nearing the 36 million
mark.

“During 1967, approximate-
ly a million and a half babies
were born and about half a
million died. The differnce
represents an addition of 2,700
or so people daily.

“Early marriage of Filipino
women (median age or 193
years) combined with alength-
ening expectation of life and
a low rate of childlessness
have contributed to the high
Philippine birth rate. Most re-
cent estimates place it at 45.5
births per thousand persons.

“Filipino wives surviving
through their reproductive
ages, 1544 years, produce an
average of 6.8 children. Mean-
while, death rates have de-
creased from pre-World War
11 levels to the present estl
madted, level of 12 per thous
and.

“With an estimated 3.4 per
cent yearly increase, the popu-
lation is expected to double:
in about 20 years.”

Dr. Concepcion believes
that the Philippine population
will eventually taper off and
fertility .will show a decline

Sanday Youth Mass
Group Organizing

Sacred Heart Cathedral pro-

Rochestet, N.Y. 14024
Phone 889-9100

poses to have a Mass every Sun-
day at 5 p.m. “especially de-
signed by and for young people
of the area.”

Barbara Hall, president of the
parish Youth Mass Group, has
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