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" The following is the sermon
preached by Bishop Fulton J.
Shlieen at St. Bernard’s Semi
inary Thursday evening, Sept.
19, opening the academic.year.

"Each of you.is here be-

cause you believe you have a
vocation to be.a priest. But

& what is a vocation?

Sociologically, the vocation
is defined by the responses
given to a questionnaire, for
example, “42% of seminari-
ans stated it was because they
wanted to work in the Inner

cation is defined as a vague
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desire to fill up -emptiness ftg

and avoid frustration.-

Neither of these views
takes account of God Who
gives the vocation. Let us
then go to Scriptures (Isaiah
6/1) to discover why you are
in a seminary; :

1. To know that God is
holy

2. To know that you are
unhely

3. To change your unholi-
ness to holiness

4. Through love of Christ
Crucified )

A young man, Isaiah, in the
midst of an economic and po-
litical crisis of his nation,
enters the Temple. The King
Uzziah had reigned for fifty-
two years, during which time
the people were prosperous
and victorious. The son, Jon-
than, who was only 25, as
cended the throne when the
war clouds were gathering.

*The very day Uzziah died of

leprosy, Isaiah, a solitary
young figure in the midst of
the trouble of the times,
lingered in the Temple ab-
sorbed in prayer. He could
not be blind to the crises and
problems of our times. But
how would they be solved?
Should he dedicate himself to
the regeneration of  his
people? Was he sufficiently
pure to direct people when
the glory of political peace
had vanished?

God is Holy

Isaiah sees the Lord sit-
ting on the throne, high and
lifted up; above it stood the
Seraphim or the ¢burning
ones, each with six wings;
two wings covered the face,
so as not to see: a man
brought out of darkness into
blazing light Is blinded,

Two wings covered the feet,
so as not to be seen in their
creatureliness. The closer we
get to God the more imper
fect we feel, we hide that
which signifies so much our
earthliness.

And finally there were two
wings for flight or service. To
divide profound reverence
and self- effacement from
service is to court disaster. As
though on mission to do God's
Will, the Seraphim cried out
to one another: “Holy, holy,
holy, is the Lord God of
Hosts!™

Our modern world which
has become so much con-
cerned with “involvement”,
“commitment”, “Identity” and
“the Secular city*” has for-
gotten Holiness. Ity dedica-
tion is toward the practleal,
the Immer City, Catechetlics,
and pastoral activity, but all
these can be wain unless it s
preceded by a deep and pro-
found sense of being holy.

It is true that there is no
love of God without the world
being included. But the love
of the world without the love
of God spon vanished into a
kind of a brotherhood with-
out tears.

Vocation begins with a
sense of the Holiness of God
— it begins with the Holy
Trinity, not with the unholy
“I”. But what is holiness?
Negatively, it is a separation,
a being “called out” from the
world, a ‘“coming” to Christ
before “going” to the world.

A vessel was holy if it was
set apart for Divine service;
a sheep or bullock offered to
God was holy it it was with-
out blemish (Deut. 17/1). The
mark of the holy is distinc-
tiveness in purpose. Moses
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saw many bushes,. but only
one was blazing. The incense
of Moses was the same chem-
ically as that of Korah, Da-
than and Abiram; but only
that of Moses was acceptable.
The ark of God was ordinary
wool and the stones of the
temple were quarried from
the same stones that were
laid in the streets, but the
vocation ‘of some was differ-
ent.

_ In outward appearance, you .

too are like other young men.
But you are called to the
Holy, Holy, Holy God; and
any of us who serve in Gol's
Temple as did the merchants
and traffickers, will be drivem
out by the scourges of Chris€
Himself. You are like other
youths as Christ was like
other men, but you are un-
like them bhecause yom are
called to be a Priest-Victim

as Christ the Priest offered
himself. '
Holiness also mems

“whole”, or integral or total.
There is no keeping bak
something ‘as did Ananls:
there are no reservations oxr
conditions, such as the three

“would-be followeres offered to

Our Lord.

‘What health is to the body,
that holiness i{s to the souE.
Unless a healthy sap circe-
lates in a tree, it will not beax
fruil, so only a holy priest
can produce spiritual fruit.
Yes, you will be sent to wirk
in the world, but only aftexr
you are anoited with the oil
of ordination. Oil, in Scrip-
ture, is the symbol of holi-
ness. 0il will not mix with
anything not akin to itself.
Its presence may calm troub-
led waters, heal wounds anA@
beautify wood, but it will not
mix with them.

So the spirit of holiness Is
not the spirit of the world;
the Spirit of Christ is not the
Spirit of anti-Christ. Holiness
is life gradually detaching
itself from things. Heaven, in-
deed, showed its love by kecp-
ing in touch with the earllr,
but the humman, to perfect
ftself, must keep in touch
with heaven.

The manhood of Christ is
your model! Draw near to His
Presence.

A man may be born in
Bormeo with the genius of a
Giotto, but unless he is ex-
posed to great teachers and
masters of painting, he will
never rise about the level of a
sign painter, Unless yu
plunge into every detail of
His life, recognize His accessi-
bility to you in the Taber-
nacle, and have a passion to
conform to Him, you will
have no greater stability tham
a Demas, “who goes back to
the world”.

But if you have a sense of
the holy, _you will be lke
Aaron who went into the
Holy of Holles wearing a

breastplate of jewels repre-
senting the Twelve Triles
upon it. You will go before
the presence of God with aEl
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the cares and the sufferings
of all the People of God in
your heart; you will inform
the Deity about the needs of
your parish, the needs-of the
diocese and the needs of the
world. 4

Your Unworthiness

When Isaish had a vision
of the holiness of God, the
reaction was that of his own
unworthiness, He said, “Woe
s me; I am undone, I am
undone.”

A painting may look per-
fect under candle light, but
under the blazing sun many
defects are revealed. When .
we judge ourselves by others,
we may come off clean; but
when we judge ourselves by
God, we are unclean. As Job
said, “If I say I am perfect,
it proves me perverse”.

One molehill may seem a
little higher than another
molehill, but in contrast to a
great mountain there is very
little difference. Star may
differ from star in glory, but
in the light of the sun all
seem to fade away into noth-
ingness.

So too, your next step in
vocation after being consclous
of the Holiness of God will be
to  draw back, to he so over
whelmed with the dignity of
it all, that you will have
doubts about persevering.
Your gifs, ydbur weaknesses,
your intellectual limitatlons
will rise before -you as spéec-
tres in the night. This is nor-
mal; aye- it Is necessary. If
you had no sense of the awful-
ness of God, you will have no
sense of personal unworthi-
ness as did Isaiah: “What a
lwretched state T am fn! I am
ost”,

The cheap artist who has
never seen any work better
than his own, is self-satisfied
in his ignorance. If not the
holiness of God, but the noise
of your brethren who have
fallen is your standard, you
may consider yourself worthy
of the altar.

But you will also be found
critical of others: your fellow
seminarians, the Church, its
eaching, the Holy Father—all
will be hacké® and cut away.
A plastic cross of convenlehce
will be substituted for the
wooden cross to which you
may be nailed.

But holiness of God, on the
contrary, will make you fear.
All through the Scriptures,
people trembled when God
drew near. When Moses saw
the Burning Bush, he took off
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" You are until you see

his shoes from
hid his face.

At Sinai, people trembled
and said, “Let not God speak
with us lest we die”. When
the glorious vision of the Liv-

__ing Christ came to John at

Patmos, he said, “I fell at His
feet, as dead”. And Peter said
to the Lord after a display of
His power, “Depart from me,
0 Lord, for I am a sinful
man”.

Live away from God and
then sin, ‘egotism and selfish-

__ness will lie lightly as gos-

samer upom conscience. But
draw near to God, and you
will feel humility and weak-
ness. Catch the awesomeness
of His real presence, and you
will see yourself. You will
never see how underserving
how
lovely He is.

The contrast is terrible. You
will no longer leap uw with
joy at a sense of your un-
worthiness, but rather beat
your breast, saying: “Woe is
me”’. But this will also be a
sign that your vocation is not
from yourself but from the

-—thinks -of -you- - ¥our econcern-

o NS —— his feet and why you have to beof strong-
er stuff than other me 1.

You have no vascatiomn if you
think its Jpurposes is t=0 make
us t!link about God, wkile for-
gelting to discover what God

in the seminary isno® to dis-
cover self-identits, but Christ-
identity.

There are two facuzlties in
which you must be assault\ed:
one is your mind amd your
“battle here is ta brinmg down
every deceptive fant=asy amd

—every- -imposing-—defermee-that--

mn erect against thme true
knowledge of God , . . to
capture every thought until it
acknowledges the authzority of
Christ.” (2 Cor. 10/ 5) The
other is your will, the scit of
your affections: “Giwe your
heart te heavenly thimngs, not
to the passing thirmgs of
earth”. (Col. 3/2).

This is why ywou ace lere:
to kmow that God is Tholy, to
know that you are untmoly amad
to- make yourseEves Hholy by
love of the Cross.

The Final Missieon

Holiness of God.__..

But as Isaiah did not find
himself driven from God on
account of his sinfulness, so
neither must you. The same
vision which intensified his
consciousness of sin, now as-
sures him of its removal, and
this brings us to the third

step in the life of a serminar

ian. .
Purgation and Self-Discipline

One of the Seraphim goes
to the altar which stood in
front of the porch of the
Temple, and taking off the
altar a glowing coal or stone,
continued its flight across the
court of the Temple to where
Isaiah stood, then touched his
unclean lips, purgingt hem
with fire and making them
clean. It was because of the
recognition of unworthiness
that the Angel tock the
cleansing fire to his lips.

He who is satisfied -with
himself never sees the need of
change. Repentance is born of
our former unlikeness to the
holy, and a resolve to tum
back on the very things that
block out that likeness.

Self -denial, mortification,
the daily carrying of the
cross, the burning fires that
purge away our sins and our
habits, are the necessirsy con-
dition of preparation for the
priesthood. “Do penance or
you shall all likewlise perish.”

The light which illummines
hurts, but it brings into con-
trast our customary emoods
and. - surroundings withh the
.dé'gnlty of our calling, “Who
feels the pain and squalor
and the world's ugliness? The
man who has stood befoxe the
dream of beauty.” Who is
shocked by dirt, except the
one who is clean; whose ear
rebels at discord except the
master of harmony?

You are deluding your-selves

if you believe that you can |

readily accept the highest
when you see it. Whie the

Holiness of God pulls you {

heavenward, your humamzm con-
dition pulls you -eartlaward.
The tendency of thimgs is
towurds the path of lkast re
sistance, White fences become
black fences; the Twelwe be-
come Eleven.

Sometimes when you catch J;

a vision of what yomx are

called to be, you may wish al-

most that the light had not
come, because of the nemunci-
ation and the burning it de-
mands. Every vocation lures,

and yet it tortures. That is &

tain
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e Compact, smartly styled, quiet
« Balanced heat, comtinuously filters air

When you have learned
these three lessons ywou will
hear, as did Isaiah, thee words:
“Whom shall I
will go for us?”

When Joshua, thee High
Priest, stands before thhe Lord,
“clothed with Filthy gar-
ments”, the woid o=f grace
which comes forth corcemning
him is, “Take awnay the filthy
garments from him™. Yowur
mandate here is to chinge
your lives, to deny yourself
not that you may be cut off,
but that you may abcound; to
so empty yourself of =self thhat
you have hardly alife- of your
own: “I died on th=e Cross
with Christ, and my present
life is not the odd T but the
living Christ withim me.”
(Gal. 2/20)

sencq? Who

“Whom shall I scnsd?” Is a
proclamation from {Fhe Comm-
mander's tent, to a sstorming
party of volunte-ers (ap moumt
the breach. Who willl expose
and denounce wickecness in
high places? Who wwill pro-
clalm the imsiemxity of
priests? Who will go to the
market places amd dec=lare the
dishonesty of traffic? Who is
willing te speak withwout con-
vincing, to sow wwithoat g har-
vest, to endure and (e fill”

Notice the paricuMar kind
of men for whom th.is Voice
is seeking: men who =re sent,
men under impulse, rmen wn-
der authority. What a= strange
linking of necesslly amnd freec-
dom: of willlng, amd yet hav-
ing a power over us—

Did not Samue! hirmself xe
ply; “Here 1 am, feor, Thou
dids°t call me.” *This {5 a fall
grown answer to the Volce of
the Eternal. The 1t are2 no con-
ditlons, no resemvitmons, mno
searching for loophole=s. There
is only the call in God’s owwn
way. and for God's cewn mis-
sion.
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Xs this ll, irresistible? It
is mt even when it comes
from sb-ove, for God accepts
ne pre ssed service. With
Isaith, then, in answer to the
call you say:/ “send me”,
meanng that we let human

“lorwegit, tie TOVe of Christ in.

Then re- joice in the call.

. TtislEkea covenant, a bond
is formeed which cannot be
easily bxoken. You will be a
hwman 1 ife consciously offered
to the Divine Person and in
stach a  covenant there is a
peaw, the like of which the

L]
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urely threw themselves prone
upon the bank to drink. from
the water. Three hundred of
them ran along the rivers
edge and lapped up the water.
God said to Gideon: “This is
your army”. -

We invite the cowards and
all who are given to the su-
premacy of the ego, to the
walking around the Cross and
to conditional service, to leave.

We invite, on the other
hand, all who have heard the
Voice of God, who are con-
scious of their own sinfulness

‘wonll camof uRlerstand;

“The vessel mmay be wrecked
axnd the sailors perishing;
soul may he clinging to the
rigging of Peters bark, some
may he wished off one hy
orme anel yet there are life-
bexalsto be laanched. Man the
besals, ilmere are oars that have
to he liEted! Who will leap in
axad like the oar for the love
of (hrist and for dying men?
Ther is m such thing as, “I
wiillge if .. .*’ Loins have to
be grded.

Hov Enany of you will ever
getyo far s to say: “send me’,

——-we _donol-know—Presently,—||

youae like the thirty thous-
axad soldiers of Gideon. God
said the army was too great:
“tell thee cowards to leave™.
T~swvothiz-ds of them.were cow-

axds. God sent the ten thous-

amd lef€ to the river bank to

and who want to be Christ-
like—we invite them to stay
saying: “In the agony, in the
face of the terrible token of
the world’s dire need, and in
the agony of Christian love,
her? I. am, dear Lord, send
me”.
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is Prince
Spaghetti
Day...
that leaves
oodles of
time for
noodles.

wratth them drink, some leis-

POLETICAL ADVERTISEMENT

HIRE'S

- 70 -GET
THE MOST
R OM YOUR

S.D. LUNT& CO.

Mambaers New Yoerk StociX Excharsge
Assoc, Membars Amer.  Stock Ex.

% BROKERS AN-D
DEALERS IN
LISTED AND
UNLISTED SECURITIES

* WESTERMN NYWY,
INDUSTRRIES

* COMPLETE TRADING
FACILITIES

WILLIAM E. SEECOR

Phone Z31.40=34

WILLIAM D. MIINE
1414 Lincolm Roclh, Trus$
Bidg. Rochesten, N.Y. (4604

STATE TAX
DOLLARS

ELECT

G ORDON

HOWE
STATE SENATOR

Committee for

Gordon Howe |l

A »
4-‘ L] . A '(00.

D DA )
B R P D, A D
0 A
OOL DA D
P D AND D
OLLD DA

YOU CAN'T BUY A BETTER GAS &
FURNACE THAN THIS, ANYWHERE!

e Economical to install, operate and main-

ALL GEFURNACES ARE ADAPTABLE "
TO AIR CONDITIONING

3

FOR SALE

" vSee Us About Tolad Living Comfor!”

1459 LAKE AVE. near- Kodesk

i€ etine Beat

Excharage Warranty

Unigxae st dmn syrstems ©f this fur-
nace <arty . lifetirese pares exchange
wirrmnty (foeer the Licfe of dhve Turnace)
agiinst morafceSng defects entdit-
ling €he origgiinl pnrguur

- comparable Eumce..

He—ating and Ale- CondSeioning

___,,MJ
il

108 new,

~ GE. POWER HUMIDEFIERS ARE_GREAT
comrorr  ROCHESTER AUTOMATIC HEATING (ORP.

CALL
ANYTIME
158-2846

*Wedne‘sday -

RIGARDLESS OF PRICE NO BETTER

WHISKEY IN THE WORLD

WHISKEY‘
ROTTLED iy wiLsow DesTHLNG O

B e "
"

Btanded Whiskey, 86 Proof « 72% Gralp
Neutral Splrits * Wilton Dist,Co., Loulsville, Ky.

friend

neighbor or

relative

who doesn’t

recelve

NEWwIPLOLE 38 Tl PIOCHRE OF POEMPAEEY

the

COURI ER'JOU.RNAL ?
Why Not Send Them Our

1,00

#SPECIAL TRIAL SUBSCRIPTION

8 Weeks of the Courier Journal
For Only $1.00

Name
Address

City

My Name Is

Address .

DEPT. S.0.

ROCHESTER,

State

Yes, I'd Like To Send The Courler To:

Zip

Payment Must Accompany This Otder

, D | Prefer To Send A Full Yoqrs Subscripﬂ'oq
For Only $6.00 (52 lisves)

[] Enclosed Find $1.00
For Trial Subscription

——Mail To: COURIER JOURNAL

35 SCIO STREET

N.Y. 14604

e e e ——




