
It Courier-Journal — Friday, Sept. 13, 1968 

Father O'Connor Covered 23 Countries 

'God's Public Information Officer Retiring 
By FR. PATRICK J, BURKE 

(NC News Service) » 

Saigon — Time magazine 
once called him "God's pub
lic information officer" and 
for almost 23 years Father 
Patrick O'Connor of the So
ciety of St. Columban has 
been that. In 23 countries of 
Europe, Aitfa and Africa he 
has reported the successes, 
the trials, problems and diffi
culties of the Catholic Church 
for the NC News Service. 

Now he is retiring from ac
tive reporting. He will be 70 
his next birthday having been 
born March 17, 1899, in Dub
lin, v 

T o mark his departure from 
Vietnam a group of long-time 
colleagues presented him with 
a stainless steel platter. Keye-s 

- Beech of the Chicago Daily 
News, flanked by Beverly 
Deepe of the Christian Sci
ence Monitor and John Ran-
doif of the Los -Angeles 
Times, made the presentation 
at a dinner party here. 

The inscription reads: 

" I n four wars . . . God's 
PIO; to t h e Rev. Father Pat
rick O'Connor, Society of St. 
Columban, from his col
leagues, less-well-connected, 
who will miss him. Saigon, 
Aug- 21, 1968." 

I n 1937 he first visited the 
Far East, traveling extensive
ly i n China, Manchuria, Korea 
and Japan. He covered the In
ternational Eucharistic Con
gress in Manila, P.I., that 
year for NC News Service as 
a special correspondent. 

H e was elected president 
of t h e Catholic Press Associ
ation in 1944 and twice receiv
ed tho association's award for 
outstanding r e p o r t i n g on 
Catholic matters, in 1956 and 
again in 1964 — the latter for 
his reporting of the "Bud
dhist crisis" that led to the 
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Father O'Connor predicted the Vietnamese peace talks would be long and drawn out in this May 17 
Courier-Jouraal story. 

murder of President Ngo 
Dinh Diem in November, 
1963. 

In January 1946, Father 
O'Connor arrived in Tokyo as 
a correspondent for NC News 
Service. After a brief visit to 
Korea he went t o China and 
remained there from October 
of that year to May 1949. 

During his term there he 
interviewed Chou Enlai and 
was one of the first foreign 
correspondents to expose the 
Chinese "agrarian reformers" 
as Communists. During that 

time also he helped to or
ganize a Caiholic news serv
ice to disseminate Catholic 
news to the Chinese secular 
press. 

I n October 1950 he was re
porting o n the Korean War. 
He stayexi until the end of 
the war and reported on the 
prisoner exchange. 

I n May 1954, he was a wit
ness of t b e Indochina exodus 
from the no«$Ji when over 
900,000 Vietnamese fled to the 
south rattier than live under 
the Communist government of 

Ho Chi Minh. yVbout 600,000 
of the refugees were Catho
lics. 

Father O'Connor witracsseel 
their departure from ZHanoi 
and Haiphong a n d was one o f 
the last correspondents t o 
leave the north, i n May 1955. 
He covered the resettlement 
of the northern refugees i n 
the- newly formed Republic 
of Vietnam under its elected 
president, Ngo I>inh E»iem. 

In December 1S56, F a t h e r 
O'Connor tried a n d fail<d t o 

Jesuit Doctor Ends Viet Tour 
Qui Nhon, Vietnam—(NC) 

—A second-year theology stu
dent at the Jesuit seminary 
in Weston, Mass., has finish
ed 60 days' volunteer service 
with the Medical Mission Sis
ters at their Holy Family 
Hospital here. 

He is Dr. Ned Cassem, 33-
year-old native of Omaha, 
who received his medical de
gree at Harvard Medical 
School in 1966. Dr. Cassem 
left Creighton Prep in Omaha 
to join the Society of Jesus 
in 1953. 

With t h e approval of his 
superiors he is specializing in 
psychiatry. He has a full-time 
clinical research fellowship at 
Massachusetts General Hos
pital In Boston. He studies 
theology a t the Jesuit Weston 
College. H e will be ordained 
a priest i n June 1970. 

Dr. Cassem came to Qui 
Nhon under the American 
Medical Association's Volun
teer ' Physicians for Vietnam 
program. The idea of serving 
60 days helping the Viet

namese was given him toy ant-
other Jesuit doctor, Dr. Louis 
Padovano who spent 6f> days 
in the central iiighlaiwls i n 
1967. Dr. Padovano returned 
ed for another t o u r this year. 

Assigned to t r i e Holy Fam
ily hospital here, Dr. Cassem 
did adult medicine and pedi
atrics. He said h e was "very 
glad just t o be a willing pair 
©f hands with more tenowl-
edge than most people here, 
but i n the land of the blind 
the one-eyed mazx is king." 
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Jesuits Weston College to Move 
Weston, Mass. — (NC) — 

Weston College, the Jesuits' 
46-year-old theological school 
here in this Boston suburb, 
will move to Cambridge and 
begin the 1968-69 academic 
year by sharing facilities with 
the Episcopal Theological 
School, a century-old institu
tion now affiliated with Har
vard-University. 

The move -was announced 
'joimtyr.by Father Robert P. 

White, S.J., rector-president 
of Weston, and the Rev. John 
B. Ooburn, dean of the Epis
copal Theological School. 

I t was the second ecumen
ical move by a Jesuit institu
tion in 1968, and may be join
ed by a third within the year. 
Alma College in Los Gatos, 
Calif., earlier announced that 
it would move its operations 
to Berkeley, where i t would 

i become affiliated with the 

Graduate Theological EJnion, 
an interreligious institution. 

T h e order's WFoodstoc-k Col
lege near Baltimore h a s for 
more than a year discussed a 
move either to Yale Univer
sity or t o New York City, 
where it would affiliate wrth 
Union Theological Seminary 
and Columbia University. A 

pecte-d within a year. 

get into Hungary but got into 
Poland^ and spent "tftree 
months there report ing on the 
difficulties the C a t h o i i c 
Church, was experiencing with 
the Communist regime. 

In L958 Father O'Connor 
was in Africa, where he cov
ered t h e . elections in the Su
dan and saw the Sudanese 
government t ake over the 
Catholic schools. F rom the 
Sudan he went to Uganda 
and, then on t o reporting on 
t h e Church in t h e Congo, An
gola, Ghana and Nigeria. 

Autumn Lectures 
St. Ambrose Lists 

Father Joseph W. Dailey will 
deliver the opening ta lk in St. 
Ambrose adult education pro
gram at 8 p.m. Sept. 29. His 
subject will be "Developments 
In The Church." 

Father Dailey, vicar for dioc
esan planning, served the parish 
for 12 years as assistant pastor, 
;.nd Dailey Hall, where the lec-
lures will be given, was named 
as a tribute to him, 

Father David Callan will give 
a series of talks on theology on 
the Sunday evenings o f October. 

On Sunday, Nov. 3 , Father 
Charles Mulligan will speak on 
'Natural Law: Dynamic Society 
n God's Kingdom or How Do 
We Get. ,Humpty-Dumpty, To
gether Again?" Father Mulli
gan, now at Sacred Heart, Au
burn, has been studying for his 
doctorate in Moral Theology. 

The fall semester will con
clude with a series of Sunday 
evening lectures and disccusions 
by Robert Hanss.4LJ3.fs 
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In October 1958, he cover
ed the funeral of Pope Pius 
XII and the election of Pope 
John XXin in Rome. 

He returned to t h e Orient, 
visiting Burma, Laos, Thai
land, the Philippines and 
Cambodia. I n November 1962, 
he was back in Saigon, where 
he remained until May 1965. 

He returned t o Vietnam 
with the l a t e Francis Cardi
nal Spellman of New York to 
cover the cardinal's 1965 
Christinas visit to troops over
seas for the eighth time. He 
covered five of the Christmas 
visits in Korea and three in 
Vietnam. 

In 1964 Pope Paul VI 
awarded h i m the Medal Pro 
Ecclesia e t Pontiface in 
recognition of his work with 
the Catholic press. 

During a l l his years as a 
correspondent Father O'Con
nor was first and always a 
priest. During t h e Korean 
War he was an auxiliary chap
lain. He seldom went on an 
overnight trip without his 
Mass kit, j u s t in case he met 
an isolated military unit that 
had not attended Mass in the 
recent past. He did the same 
in Vietnam. His motto was, 
as he said. "First a priest and 
then a correspondent." 

Deaths 
Sister Edith 

A requiem Mass was offered 
for Sister Edith, S.S.J., Sept. 3 
a t the Motherhouse by her 
nephew, Msgr. Emmett Murphy. 

Sister Edith had retired in 
1957 after n ine years on the ad
ministrative staff of St. Ann's 
Home. 

She joined the Sisters of S t 
Joseph in 1906, after gradua 
tion from Nazareth Academy 
She taught a t Holy Rosary, St. 
Bridget's and Holy Apostles 
schools, and served as princi
p a l a t St. Agnes, Avon,-and-St 
Augustine's. Later, she was ad 
ministrator of the old S t Pat
rick's Girls' Home and of S t 
Joseph's Villa. She was a native 
of Rochester. 

e j j sister 
amP several 

nieces and nephews. 

Christians Still Have Antipathy for Jews Scholar Says 
Toronto — (NC) — Chris

tians still harbor an "unrecog
nized antipathy against the 
Jewish people," a Catholic 
scholar on Judaism main
tained at an International con
ference of Christians and 
Jews here (Sept. 3). 

In a position paper, Father 
Edward II. Flanraery said that 
this antipathy could be seen 
in Christian silence about the 
"holocaust," the slaughter of 
six million Jews in Nazi Ger
many. It is also evident, he 
said, in the attitude of some 
Christians toward the exis
tence of the stat»' of Israel. 

Father Flannery. executive 
secretary of Hit- secretariat 
for Catholic-Jewish relations 
of the U.S. Bishops' Commit
tee for Ecumenical and In-
terreligious Affairs, said: 

"It is the Christion above 
all who is expected to react 
most strongly to attacks on 
Jews. It is especially the 
Christian who Is expected to 
rejoice at the upturn in the 
fortune of Jew*? that Zion
ism, or any other agency, has 
brought about tn our own 
time." 

"Tho distance that we stand 
from this horror and rejoic
ing is t h e measurement of 
that estrangement which sepa
rates us on t h e deepest level 
of our souls." 

Father G r e g o r y Bourn, 
OS.A., professor at St. Mi
chael's College here noted 
that the Vatican has never 
acknowledged Israel as a state 
and said that he has often 
wondered! why Jewish litera
ture did not remark more 
strongly on th is fac t 

I n reply to Father Baum, 
Rabbi Arthur Gilbert, dean 
of Reconstructionists Rabbini
cal College and assistant pro
fessor of religion and sociol
ogy at MCarymount Manhattan 
College i n New York, said he 
had brought u p the question 
of Vatican recognition of Is
rael recently a t a meeting of 

Catholic diocesan ecumenical 
groups and that the groups 
had responded negatively. 

Rabbi Gilbert agreedl with 
Father Baum lhat the Vatican 
failure to recognize Israel 
heightens the impression of 
some Jews that the Catholic 
Church is still hostile to J u 
daism and has r»ot renounced 
its historic opposition *o t h e 
idea of a Jewish homeland. 

In a paper for the confer
ence's commission on. reli
gious differences and. reli
gious prejudices. Father Baum 
pointed out two "pathological 
deformities" lhat Christianity 
must avoid. 

First, h e said. Christians 
must avoid dividing the world 
Into "we" and "llicy,"" Into 
the saved and the damned. 
Such a division, lie saied, "In

evitably generates a sense of 
superiority" and, he said, 
"Christian literature is filled 
with such a rhetoric of exclu
sion." 

The other danger is that 
"Christian teaching creates an 
image, to which the Church 
tends t o cling at all costs and 
which often prevents it from 
self-knowledge." 

These two tendencies, Fa
ther Baum said, make religion 
the source of prejudice. 

Through the Gospel, Father 
Baum said. Christians have 
become aware of t h e bonds 
that uni te them with others: 
the brotherhood which is the 
work of God's grace_extends 
beyond the Church t o all men. 
I t has become clear to Chris
tians that the i r loyalty to 
their churches is conditional." 

It is conditioned, he said, 
by the Gospel, which teaches 
the Christian never to be will
ing "to divide the human fam
ily into 'we' and 'they'." 
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ACROSS 
1 . Pungent 
6. Kind of 

wrap 
11 . 

Boothe 
Luce 

12. Bird 
13. Melody 
14. Glaze 
15. Dry, as 

wine 
16. Forbid 
17. Arid 
18 . Frequents 
2 1 . Indefinite 

article 
23. Distress 

signal 
24 . Slap 
28. 

Field 
30. Moisten 
31 . Hautboy 
32. Vehicle 
33 . Perform 
34. British 

imperialist 
statesman 

37. Pronoun 
lO^Mi-: Sulli

van and 
namesakes 

4 1 . Congeal 
44 . Formal 

procession 
46 . Break 
47 . Together 
48 . Twin ' 

crystal 
49 . Savor 
50 . Anoint: 

archaic 
DOWIT 

2. Behaves 
2. Hint 

3. Western 
farm 

4. Anger 
5. Down: 

prefix 
6. Exhausted 
7. Number 
8. Was in 

debt 
9. l o o k 

askance 
10. Weird 
14. Large 

trucks 
16. Marker 
19. Flower 
20. Frighten 
21. Finnish, 

seaport 
22. Beak 

25. Guido's 
lowest 
note 

26. Nour
ished 

27. Back 
29. Toward 
30. Small 

compact 
heaps 

32. Cipher 
35. Barrier 
36. Be

cause 
37. Petty 

quarrel 
38. Pacific 

pine 
39. God of 

love: Gr. 

EBECSB BPHgH 
EBEHE KCHBG 

BED BPir BOB 
I EEEHCDE .. 
EBonn rsrmmi 
E B B R E H f i HE3 

BOaEEKl 
ROE ISnH EBB 
EEEGSEG Efflgg 
ETBGDg HBEED 

Answer 
42. Summon 
43. Fencing 

sword 
45. Insect 
46. Polish t 

river 
48. Goddess of 

justice 

WAINT A© 
Phon. 454-7050 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AUTOMOTIVE FOR SALE 
GARAGE SALE: (3 Families) 128 

Thomas Ave., Irondequoit. Sept. 13, 
14. IB. 

BUSINESS SERVICES 

FLOOBS LAID, sanded, reAnished, 
•Inee 1921. Cy J. Callemeyn. 458. 
668E. 

GUTTERS, Galvanized-aluminum. Free 
eitimates, work guaxanteel. Frank 
Strab, 828-6305. 

PLASTERING. PATCHING, b r i o k 
•tonework. Reasonable rates. Work 
guaranteed. 232-1306. 235-9262. 

ROOFING REPAIRS — Wind damage, 
leaks, asphalt, slate, tile. Gilbert, 
254-7555. 

- P A I N T I N G - - PAPERHANGING, In-
terior - exterior. Reasonable, FREE 
ESTIMATES. Call 482-6376, 664-8618 
anytime. 

ODD JOBS: Storm windows removed, 
washing walls, floor waxing, clean
ing gutters etc. 436-4421. 

"REASONAULB' tfEA!TlNGlu -seWices. 
•Cas-oii forn»e*snnsxr*it'Vaw(toi »< 
Installations, power cleaning 120 
complete. DniTeraai Heating Co. 
244-2819 24 hr». 

TREES NEED pruning, topping, bra
cing, or removal! Free estimates by 
Frlti's Tree Service, 881-6417. 

PAINTING: Interior and exterior. 
Estimates free. 244-3735. 

PIANO TUNING 
By experienced technician who 
also ploys for private parties 
and teaches privately. 

MR. GALLAGHER 
482-4061 

APARTMENTS FOR RENT 
HALF OF DOUBLE house, 5 rooms 

nnd bath. Adults only. $130 Includes 
all utilities. 1164 Clinton Avenue S. 
Call 473-9768. 

WANTED: Retired widowed woman or 
retired couple, to rent four room 
upper flat. Rent adjusted to compen
sate minimal assistance t o elderly 
landlord. References wanted. Call 
mornings. 342-6917. 

APARTMENT WANTED 

MOTORCYCLE — 1964 Triumph 650 
Bonneville. Very good condition. Call 
621-5461. 

WANTED 
"WANTED FOSTER Boarding; Homes., 

urgently needed for Catholic Chil
dren, all ages. Telephone Monroe 
County Children's Services Division. 
442-4000. 

EMPLOYMENT 

"IMPORTANT Notice: The New 
York State Law Against Discrim
ination and the Federal Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 prohibit dis
crimination in employment because 
of sex unless based on a bona fide 
occupational qualification. Help 
Wanted and Situation Wanted ad-
Yertisemtnts ar*_arrang«d in eol-

'umn captioned "Male" and "Fe
male" for the convenience of read
ers and are not intended as an 
unlawful limitation or discrimina
tion based on sex." 

SITUATIONS WANTED 
JIALB-ORGANIST and. ehoir^master, 
••'ey^llent'mllslcian' 'ne»lns»~full or 

part time position. Write c /o Courier, 
Box 22S. 

MERCHANDISE 
DRAPERIES EGGSHELL gold speckled 

with rotes, lined, 144* X 80* long. 
Call 264-4805, «:S0 p.m. 

CARPETING, wool, just purchased, 
never laid. Gulllstan, heaviest traffic, 
willow green. 12x29,4", 12xl4*8", 
12xl7'10", 12x31'6". 112 sq. yard. 
271-8175. 

ALL REMAINING furniture for sale 
reasonable. Leaving city, must sell. 
244-1688. 

FOUR ROOMS upper. Heated, un
furnished. Phone 271-2379. Three 
adults. 

A SINGER ZIG ZAG 
SEWING MACHINE 

Late model slightly used, no attach
ments necessary to sew buttons, but
ton holes, fancy designs, or b:ind hem 
dresses. 5 yr. parts guarantea. 

COMPLETE PRICE $57.80 
OR PAYMENTS M.45 PER MONTH 

Call CAPITOL credit manager till 9:00 
with no obligation — 22S-23M 

A WHITE ZIG ZAG 
SEWING MACHINE, CAIINET MODEL 
Monograms, sews on buttons, blind 
htms, makes button holts, overcasts. 
Na attichmants nssdsd. 3 yr. parts 
guarantse and free service. 
COMPLETE PRICE $48.70 

OR PAYMENTS J5JS PER MONTH 
Cell CAPITOL credit manager 

till t:0Q, 225-ttfQ 
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