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It's 100 Years^OT^uburn's St. Mary's 
Auburn— (Special) — F o r 

mer residents of St. Mary's 
parish will gather with pres­
ent parishioners and Auburn 
friends on Sunday, Sept. 15, 
to celebrate t h e 100th anni­
versary of this downtown par­
ish. 

To d a t e nearly 95 Sisters 
and priests w h o grew up in 
the parish or were associated 
as former assistants at the 
church o r teachers in the par­
ish school, have accepted in­
vitations to t h e jubilee. 

Former parishoners, Sister 
Marian David Donovan, Mary-
knoll Sister presently work­
ing in Honolulu, and Father 
James Sharpel now i n South 
Carolina, will come t h e farth­
est. 

A former assistant pastor, -
(1941 t o 1946), Bishop Den­
nis W. Hlckey, auxiliary Bish­
op of tile diocese, will - be 
principal celebrant of the 
solemn Mass of Thanksgiving 
at 4:30 p.m. 

The pastor, M o n s i g n o r 
James D . Cuffney and assist­
ants Fathers Conrad J . Sund-
holm a n d Ronald J. Gaesser 
will be concelebrants. 

Bishop James E. Kearney, 
frequent visitor at St. Mary's 
during the las t quarter-cen­
tury before h i s retirement, 
will preach t h e jubilee ser­
mon centering his tribute on 
Our Lady of t h e Assumption, 
the patroness of the parish. 

Committees headed by Gen­
eral Chairmen Miss Elizabeth 
Falvey and John E. Walsh 
have planned a parish ban­
quet at Springside Inn Sun­
day at 7:30 p.m. 

Dinner arrangements a re 
being handled by Ms. Gerard 
Lesch. Toastmaster will be 
Frederick J. Farrell Jr. In­
vitations have been dis­
patched by Miss Maryrose 
Barron and Miss Dorothy 
Fitzgerald with publicity ar­
ranged b y Miss Laura- Falvey 
and Sam Colella. 

Established on Aug. 15, 
1868, t h e feast or t h e As­
sumption, by Bishop Bernard 
J. McQuald, who had himself 
arrived i n the new Diocese of 
Rochester only one month be­
fore, the parish has known 
only seven pastors in 100 
years. 

Father Thomas Maher, the 
first pastor, offered Mass in 
a rented house at 34 State 
St. and later at Tallman Hall 
on Dill Street before his peo­
ple built a temporary wooden 
chapel i n October 1868 at 
Clark a n d Green Streets . 
Bishop McQuaid administered 
Confirmation there i n what. 
\jfas called " t h e S h a n t y 
Church" on Dec. 20, 1868. 

The present l i m e s t o n e , 
Gothic church building was 
begun by the second pastor, 
Father Miles J. Mcl.oughlin, 
in June 1870 but not for­
mally dedicated until April 
1877. The Panic of 7 3 and 
heavy debts for construett 
caused the delay in finishing 
the large edifice which ulti­
mately cost $79,35p. 

Parish generosity, and loyal­
ty to the goal of raising so 
i m p r e s s i v e and costly a 
church in hard times is a high 
point of the parish history. 

Father William Mulhern, 
the next pastor, is credited 
with building the first school, 
convent and rectory and furn­
ishing the church to outstand­
ing beauty in his 36 years at 
St. Mary's. 

Father William Payne came 
to St. Mary's as pastor in July 
1913 and Father John Mc-
Grath succeeded him. trans­
ferring from St. Aloysius 
Church, Auburn, in July 1925. 

Father William E. Cowin. 
born and reared in St. Mary's 
and known to the community 
as "Doctor Cowcn" because of 
his theology degree and his 
40 years of teaching at St. 
Bernard *•. Seminary in Bochj 
e~ster, becrtrhe "pastor In June 
1032. 

His 29-year pastorate was 
marked by changes and new 
decorations in the church and 
active leadership in Auburn 
civic affairs. The parish con­
tributed $267,000 for the new 
Mt. Carmel High School dur-
ng-M8gTT-€oweTi's pastorate. 

Msgr. James Cuffney be­
came administrator of the 
parish in 1958. He led the 

parish in a school building 
drive for $282,000 and opened 
a 16-classroom school on the 
southern edge of the parish 
in September 1961. He super­
vised total renovation of the 
church in the liturgical spirit 
of t h e Vatican Council during" 
1965-66. 

Parish records indicate that 
11,237 persons have been bap­

tized in St. Mary's; 3,568 
couples were married; 39 
young men of the parish have 
been ordained priests and 94 
girls became nuns. 

Nearly 70 priests served as 
"assistant pastors in St. Mary's 
century. Two of them Fathers 
John" F. O'Hern and Dennis 
W. Hickey, later became Bish­
ops of (he diocese. 

Parish to Honor Martyr Bishop 
Auburn—A distinguished for­

mer Holy Family parishioner. 
Bishop Patrick Byrne, who was 
Apostolic Dclepatc to the Re­
public of Korea when he was 
killed by Communists in Novem­
ber 1950. will be honored by 
his parish in commemorative 
(Tiemonie-; Wednesday evening. 
Oct. lfi. 

A bronze plaque, called the 
"Bishop Patrick Byrne Memo­
rial" will be blessed and in­
stalled in the Holy Family par-1 
ish school where the late Bishop 
was a pupil and graduate in 
1902. 

Auxiliary Bishop Dennis W 
tticfeev/v will preside at the 
plittiue'Vefernhnies in the school 
;>nd later be principal eoncele-

brant at 6 
church. 

p.m. Mass in tru-

After his family left Auburn. 
Bishop Byrne was ordained in 
1915, became a Maryknoll Fa­
ther in Korea and later served 
in Japan. When World War II 
engulfed the Orient the Japa­
nese put Bishop Byrne under 
house arrest for 5 years. 

Transferred later to Kore.i. 
he was consecrated n Ki.slTop 
and named Apostolic Delegate 
to lhe_ne.w Republic of Korea. 
When Communists struck from 
the north in 1950. Bishop Byrne 
and hundreds of Sisters, mis­
sionary priests and American 
til's were herded into the in­
famous "Nor*th Korean Death 
March" through winter snows 

near the Yalu River. His death 
at t h e hands of the Reds may 
someday mtMit him IRe title" of 
martyr. 

Co ancil Prepa res 
Parish Calendar 
Elmira — A calendar of fall 

and vyinter events in Elmira 
area parishes will be distribu­
ted a t the opening meeting of 
the Chemung-Schuyler District 
Council of Catholic Women, at 
8 p.m. Monday, Sept. 23 in Sts. 
Peter and Paul Church. 

Calendar information may be 
submitted to Mrs. Charles A 
Smith. 3514 Michigan Ave., El­
mira Heights. 

AN ASSURED LIFE INCOME 
with many spiritual remembrances in the prayers and Masses 

of our S.V.D. Catholic Missionaries throughout the world. 

Invest your money through our 
LIFE INCOME MISSION CONTRACT 

(A GIFT A N N U I T Y ) 

Substantial Tax Benefits. 

High returns depend upon your age — checks are ' 
mailed every month for life. 

Your good deed will assist needy students to the Priesthood. c 7 

Jiftrnatm beM n 
strict confidence. 

WRITE 
TODAY TO 

Send me information on your Life Income Mission Contract A » u t : $ _ 
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Finish up that degree? Advance within the company? Or just to learn more about 

a subject of interest 

There are lots of good reasons why people enroll in evening classes at the University of 
Rochester. What's yours? Register early for classes. — 

This fall the University of Rochester .offers over 270 Evening Ses­

sion credit courses; undergraduate degree programs irv_general studies, 

accounting, business economics, management science, elementary edu­

cation, and nursing; graduate degree programs in business administra­

tion, education, elementary education, and general studies with 

options-in—appried mathematics, chemical engineering, confirming 

education, electrical engineering, materials science, mechanical 

gineering, and statistics. 

Late registration, carrying a $5.00 service fee. wi l l be accepted at 

the registrar's office. Administration Building, September 23-̂ 24 from 

4:U0 to 7:30 p.m., o r September 24-27 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

. ' ^ • . . " . • 

Register for non-credit courses a t the first class meeting. 

en-

Non-credit courses include speed reading, the a r t of symphonic 

listening, real estate appraising, English for foreigners, a n d more. 

Register for credit courses at the Men 's Gymnasium, September 

18-19 from 4:00-8:00 p.m. 

R E T U R N C O U P O N : For further information, clfp coupon and send to: 

_ Evening Session 
I University of Rochester— 
• Rochester, N.Y. , 14627 

I 
• Graduate [ J Undergraduate 

Please send me complete information about the University of 
Rochester Evening Session. 
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