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Latin American Bishops Debate -

Medellin, Colombia — (RNS) —
The working sessions of the Second
General Assembly of the Latin Amer
ican Bishops Conference (CELAM)
are taking place behind closed doors
here, but the echoes which reach the
press outside indicate a vigorous de
bate going on.

‘The subject of the debate, handled
in varlous terms, is the transforma
tion of Latin America’s social order,

_ the post-conciliar development of the

Roman Catholic Church, and the role

of the Church in socio-economic
change.

/A major focus of dissgreement is
Archbishop Helder Pessoa Camara's
suggestion that the 225 million Cath
olics of Latin America adopt the late
Dr.> Martin Luther Kings non-violent
advocacy of social change. Much of
the discussion centers on papal state
ments, both his addresses during his
recent visit to Colombia-annd his 1967

Romaniqn_
Prelates
Back Czechs

Bonn, Germany — (NC) ~ Bishop
Aaron Marton of Al Ro-

er of the Orthodox community in that
couniry, in a joint message to their
faithful, condemned the invasion of
Czechoslovakia by the Soviet Unimn
and declared their support for the
Czechoslovakian people.

The Romanian prelates smid they
and their whole nation backed the
demands of the Crechoslovakians for
the restoration of their “<holy right”
for free development and indepeid-

The jolat mesage of Blshop M
ton and Patriarch Justimian was I
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tresds in the Iron Curtafn countrits
stirred US, and Unmitéd Natloms of-
cial circles.

* The Romamndm governmment itself
lost no time in denouncing the Soviet
invasion of Caechoslovakia. The Ro-
manian Communist party leader and
President, Nicolae Ceausescu, orde
ed the création and mobilization of
the national militia.

Bishop Marton was long a wviclin
of Rumanian communism until 1997,
when restrictions on his ministry as
a hishop were lifted In a softening
of the govermment’'s attitude toward
the Church. ‘The communist regime
in Rumania kept Bishop Marton in
prison from 1948 to 1955 and in con-
finement until August of last yew

Last May the bishop ordained
priests in his cathedral for the first
time in 20 years. ’

Honor for Shriver

Notre Dame, Ind.—(NC)—Ameri-
can Ambassador to France R. Sar-
gent Shriver will receive the Univer-
gity of Notre Dame’s highest honor
at a ceremony in Parls Sept. 21.

Father Theodore M. Hesburgh,
C.SC., univexsity president, will con-
fer The Laetare Medal on the b2-
yearold diplomat during a reception
at the Maison de I’Amerique Latine.
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emcyclical, The Development of Peo-
ples,

Progressive bishops,” whose influ-
ence is strongly reflected in the
agzenda and the working papers, are
concerned that the privileged mlnor- -
ity in Latin America may mmiston-
strue Pope Paul's (and the Church's)
opposition to violence as an enQorse-
meent of the status quo.

The Pope’s Colombia addreses
have been criticized by sime pro-
gressives who believe that his wse of
the expression, “gradual change,’”
constitutes a retreat from the stong
position stated in The Development
of Peoples.

Earlier, speaking on “The Signs of
the Times in-Latit Americs,” Bishop
MiIarco McGrath, ¢.S.C, of Santiago
de Veraguss, Pumama, said that the
need for urgent change, 1 detper
awareness of temporal and persmal

values and world solidarity underline
the immediate 4sk of pastoral re-
form. ‘

Latin America is a challenge for
the future of the whole world be-
cause it is a key,region-in the crisis |
between the_developed and develop-
ing nations, he sid.

“While great sectors of the rural
population go almost untouched by
change,” Bi shop McGrath said,
“urbanization and communications
bring change to them more and more
. .. Science, techmology and the re-
sulting progress in northern countries
bring ahout radical changes which
eventually will affect Latin America
with a greatexr personal and collective
shock, because these countries are lit-
tle prepared to absorh and to adjust
to them.”

Bishop McGrath said that the popu-
lation growth, the migration of the
rural  population into the cities,

 Needed for ‘State of Nation’
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worsening conditions in slums and
villagges, a growing desire to shar
tpe benefits of progress, the con
tinuimg contrast between rich - anl
poor “make our people concerned ot
with religious, cultural or militay
issues, but with their own immediate
needs and welfare.”

“We often find in religious pra
tk;es,” he said, “that although they
might be fervent, they have_in fad
little bearing on the temporal con
cems of the faithful. Again, this leads
to politics and business activities

“without morals, to a development
without spiritual meaning and to a
life without true Christian hope.”

There is also considerable discus
sion at the Bishops' Conference over
whether Church participation in o
cial action should be avoided on the
grounds that it constitutes politinl
involvement, The progressives sy
that the Church cannot limit itself to
puredy doctrinal concerns but must
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President Johmson and his grandson, Patrick Lyndon Nugent, give their attention to the Chief Execu
tive’s birthday cakce. While Mrs. Johnson (right) watches, Luci Johnson Nuxgent prepares to light the
candle. The President flew £rom his ranch to Austin, Tex., to celebrate his 60th birthday at his daugh

Vatz‘can,:
(Czechs
In Touch

Vatican City (RINS) — The Vitican
has maintained contact with the
Czechroslovakian hierarchy, and pardi-
cularly with Bishop Frantisek Tomaa-
sek, Apostolic Administrator of Pra-
gue, during the ifvasion of the coun-
try and the subsequent crises, unof-
ficial sources revealed here,

Communications, -maintained both
by telephone and telex (a teletype
systerm uwiing telephone lines) were
interxr-upted for only one day, it was
reported. -

The sources said that the Vatican
was particularly anxious over the pos
sible mistreatment of bishops amd
other churchmen by the imvading
armies. The Vatican Secretariat of
State has Deen reassured by Bishop
Tomasek, however;, that none of the

- clergy have been molested in any way.

Because of this information, the
point of view here remmains Optimis
tic, particularly im view of the retusn
to power of Alexander Dubcek amd
other leaders of the liberalbation
movement in Czechoslowakia.

It is believed here that plnned
discussions on Church-state relitions
between the Vatican and Czechoslo-

--vakin will be held, though the;y may
be postpomed from the originally
scheduled beginning date in Oclober.

‘Red Mass’

' Scheduled

Lawyers, judges and public officials-
of the Rochester ares—will mark the
opening of the f£all Sessom of the

courts at the traditional ‘Red Mass” . -

at St. Joseph's Church next Tuesday,
Sept. 10 at 9 am.

" Bishop Fulton J. Shieen witll cele-
brite the Mass and preach,

Supreme  Court Justice, is gemeral
chiirmiafi,; Piblic officials and umi-
formed délegitions ftomn the Sheriff’s
Office, the “Riochester Police and Fire
departménts will attind. OFfichls of
the Rochester Bar Associmtion and
judges of ‘the Tth JudichE District

will- escort thie Bishop to the church.
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ter’s homes. (RNS Photo)

Bishop Thwarts Violence

Chicago (NC) —— It was 3:30 Fri-
day morning In Grant Park, across
Michigan Aveme from the Conrad
Hilton Heted. Several hundred youths
sat around fires or huddled in sleep-
ing Dbags.

The second shif°t of National Guards-
men stood At exse at the curb.

The bishop walked down the side-

" walk carrying hiss crosier, dressed in

his mitre and sif’k liturgical robes. It

was commuznion time, time to pray
and to-confess '

The prelate was Anglican Bishop
Edward Crowlher of South Africa,
_ who was exiled in 1967 by the South

Ex-City Man First Negro

Chiago — A former Rochesterian,
the Rev. Chamimg Phillips of Wash-
ington, D.C., was honored at the Dem-
ocratic convention s the first black
man ever to be suggested for the
American presidency at a major po-
litical pary convention.

Mr. Phillips, 40, was in the class of
1953 at Colgate-Rochester Divinity
School.

—His npomination was more than
merely symbolic because he used the
opportunity to press for home rule
for the District of Columbia. The first
District resident to be nominated for
the presidemncy, Mr. Phillips could not
run for office Ia his. home town be-
cause the mayoralty and council posi-
tions are filled by presidential ap-
pointment.

He receiwved 21 of the 23 votes of
, the District and a total of 674 votes
in the roll call, E

" He was endorsed by a caucus of '
Negro delegats to the convention.
There were 212 Negro voting dele-
ates, many of whom were pledged
go other candiimtes by the votes of
state party primaries or prior com-
mitments and, gherefore, could not
vote for MIT. Phillips on the ballot
‘which nominated Vice President Hu-
bert Humphrey.

Mr. Phillips was placed in nomina-’

tiom by Philip M. Stern, a white who
is altemate=Nallonal Democratic Com-

- mitteeman from the District.,

Seconding speeches were made by
Mayot Richard Hatcher -of Gary, Ind.,
and Congressmim John Conyers of De-
troity the leaders: of the black caucus.

African government because he op-
gtl)se‘;l the country’s policy of apam
edd.

He came, he sid, to help all thise
present to rid themselves of ime
“guilt of hate and fear."

And before the soldiers and tme
television lights and the demonsira-
tors, Bishop -Crowther led the Lod™s
Prayer, consecrated bread and vinee,
and distributed them — to both soldEi-
ers and protestors.

Peter Yarrow of the singing gromp
Peter, Paul and Mary led the omm-
mienion hymn—We Shall Overcome-

The call to violence was forgotlem.

The clergyman was nomimied,
Stern sald, “to offer a voice forthe
voliceless, to represent the unrpwe-
senited, to encourage votes for the
voteless, to open the doors of pliti-
aall opportunity.”

Mr. Phillips has been a leader in
the Coalition of Conscience, a Wissh-
ington group composed of clugy,
businessmen and various civil rigiats
adwvocates. He also served as & noed-
erzite voice in the controversial Black
Uniited Front, a black power orpmi-
zation which wields considerable £n-
fluence.

He has been the organizer o a
number of non-profit, church-backed
howusing Frojects for the poor inthe
capital city. .

Mr. Phillips was not actively £n-
volved in politics until this year, @l-
though he is a life-long Demurat
ind supported the Misissippi freze-
dom Democratic party’s challeng -of
the regular Mississippi delegation at
the 1964 convention.

He explained to- gewsmen in (Hi-
ago that the murder of Sen. Robesrt
F. Kenmedy comvinéed him thai e
must enter politics If he hopel to
mmke any contribution to overcotimg
the problems—doniestic and forign
~which face the mation,

Mr. Phillips had the backinj «of
lemders of the Southern Chritian
Ladershig Conference who wer ©n
lrmd at the convention in suppott -of
the Poor People’s Campaign, a foroj-
«t endorsed by the conventvma's
black caucus.

S 5 . s S S e A T R

URNAL

Parice: 15¢

ocial Changes

seeek mean’s spiritual and material
bettermeent

They say that the Church must
make itsself felt in the modern world
bsy prowiding a Christian infRuence
to mn informed, committed laity
wrhich wvill translate these thoughts
imtoteomcrete action for social better-
ment,

“In Watim America, the Church.
maust perforan the function of legiti-
mizatioma of change,” Father Poblete
esxphined. “‘Many members of ad-
v-anced sociloeconomic and rekigious
gr%t}ps in Latin America have been
maistikemly labeled as Communists be-
caus they demand needed chunges
im unjicst social structures.

“The bishops must make people
mware that the Church sincerely
wrants t© change these structures and
tthat th-e people in these adwanced
groups are doing the work of the
Church and must not be mislabeled
ms Comanunists.”

Friday, Sept. 6. 1968
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100th
ANNIVERSARY
ROMAN CATHOLIC
DIOCESE OF
ROCHESTER

- BISHOP McGRATH

Parochial Schools

Bishop Fulton J. Sheem has made a ringing plea for the preserva-

ftion -amd strengthening of the parochial schools of the diocese not for
t-he Cheurch's sake hut for ‘“the state of the nation.”

In a pastoral letter to the people of
Che dio=cese, the Bishop sald, “*Never
before have our schools been so
exeled™ to counteract an “invasion of
Pstive barbarism from below.™

“It is not the state of the Church
whhith reqeires schools of monality
=nd redigiom; it is the state of the
Jmtion™ he continued. “The schoo)
@hal was once the bulwark of the
«Chyrche is now also the bastion of our
Republic.”

ClEiney tlme necessity of pazochial
achwels “to tlae Flag as well ax {0 the
«Crus” {he Blshop predicted thhat the
fodtmaE gowernment will soom give
<equal ail to parochial schools.

In T woomd prediciion, he smid that
the mmmf‘ﬁ L will ymige

it w
nundiyr chisichios$o-wo.

For the full text of Bishop
Sheen's letter “Our Schools and
the State of the Nation” please

turn to Page 3.

teach unchurched youths the meaning
of life.

The Bishop also forcsaw that
“many parents who do notl share our
faith” will send their children to
share “our moral training . . . and
we will welcome these children to our
classes.”

Noting the added expenso involved
in such a venture, the Bishop said the
Church will be willing to sacrifice to
::for't.l children an ‘“ethical advan.
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tor of the Spanish Apostolate.

of East Rochester.

Holy_Spirit Church, Penfield.

Diocesan

Appointments

Special Appointments

Rev. Roger F. Bagliin, granted sick leave from dpties as direc-

Rev. Anthony F. Cilimeri, to be director of the Spanish
Apwstolate of the diocese, while remaining Pastor of St. Jerome's

Rev. Thorms Lenhard, from St. Andrew’s Church, to be pro-
fezsor at St. Bernard's Seminary.

Assistant Pastors Transferred

Rev. Michael F. Conboy, from St. Charles ChurchLBoches-
ter, to St. Margaret Maxy's Church.

Rev. Gerard J. Gull, to St. Francis of Assisi, Auburn.
Rev. M. Gerard Hafner, from St. Francis Church, Auburn, to
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