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Catholic Parishes Help Heal Plainfield Racial Scars 
NC News Service 

Plainfield, NJ.—Scars slow
ly are beginning to heal a 
year after serious, rioting 
rocked this city. Helping to 
heal them are the city's two 
largest Catholic parishes, one 
of which had been pretty 
much insulated to the needs 
of the community until re
cently. 

Plainfield not only has been 
quiet this summer but whites 
and blacks have begun to 
work together. 

One sign of this is the day 
camp being conducted at St. 
Mary's parish here for 5 to 12-
year-olds. It is one of 21 
camps in various centers 
under an anti-poverty cam
paign called Community Ac
tion Plainfield Crusade. An
other camp is at St. Bernards' 
parish but St. Bernard's, 
where the Christian Family 
Movement is strong, is no 
stranger to community action 
programs. 

The involvement of St. 
Mary's, however, is- particu
larly significant for two rea
sons. One is that the black 
community had looked upon 
the parish as a "white Island." 
Another is that Patrolman 
J o h n Gleason, who was 
stomped to death during the 
rioting, had been a parishioner 
at St. Mary's. 

Oliver Bartlett, Negro direc
tor of Neighborhood House, 
which is helping to run the 
day camp a t St. Mary's where 
65 per cent of the youngsters 
participating are Negro, took 
note of the change. 

"People have been looking 
at it as a white institution," 
he said. "They've been suspi
cious of it. And here it opens 
up its school to them." 

Not only did St. Maiy's 
open up its school, but it put 
$6,300 of its own funds into 
the program. 

Bartlett was impressed with 
the fact that some white par
ents at St. Mary's deliberately 
enrolled their children 1n the 
day camp program because it 
would bring them into contact 
with children of a differing 

culture, and to maintain a. 
black-white balance at the 
camp. 

And he put his finger on 
another result of the pro
gram. 

"Middle-income h j a c k s 
wanted, 'in,' " he said. "They 
may criticize St. Mary's, but 
they see white kids going to 
that beautiful school and they 

are weJWressed and supposed 
to be getting a very good edu
cation and now all of a sud
den we're part of that school. 

"The reaction was: 'I want 
my kid to get some of that 
good stuff over there.' People, 
you know, always criticize 
what they are shut out of," 
he added. 

"Something has to happen 
when you have black counsel
ors from Neighborhood House 
running over to St. Mary's to 
talk to the Fathers. And when 
you have Father in a sport 
shirt at the day camp, coming 
across not as somebody who 
just prays, but as somebody 
who's human," he continued. 

"I don't think the Church 
made any converts this sum
mer," Bartlett joked. "But 
that beautiful school was used 
during the summer when it 
hadn't been before. And 12-
year-old boys—Baptists, Cath

olics, black, white and what 
have you—got to understand 
each other better." 

"I really feel," he added, 
"that it's terribly important 
that the Church be of service 
to the community. T h e 
Church hasn't made the out
reach—it's been of service 
only to Catholics. ^There's a 
whole new ecclesiology, cer
tainly necessary in t n e cities, 
that the Church is concerned 
With building a human com
munity. The Church hasn't 
been doing this." 

But attitudes are changing, 
A special collection at St. 
Mary's to raise day camp 
funds netted $5,000. And, as 
Bartlett noted, some white 
parents enrolled their own 
children. One of them was 
Thomas Hammal, who had 
three children entered and 
who was instrumental in 
bringing the program to fru
ition by putting Church and 

Neighborhood Hous« officials 
in contact with each otlier. 

A member of the Neighbor
hood House board.amd a CFM 
member' at St. Mary's, he ex
plained his own interest by 
noting that "as a parent I 
had faced the need "to explain 
whty some children don't dress 
as well as others , . . why 
there was shooting In the 
streets here last suBamer." 

He said the day camp proj
ect, helped bring irtembers of 
the black community t o a 
realization that "there are 
people who realize the Negro 
has problems, that people do 
car-e and want to work along 
with him, as we btxild a new 
society where black and white 
are equal." 
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Non - Violent Revolution 
Said Still a Possibility 
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Ecumenical Xeader Dies-
Berlin, N.H.—Dr. Douglas Horton, ecumenical 

leader and educator, died at a Berlin hospital on Aug. 
21 after suffering a heart attack at his home in near
by Randolph. 

The 77-year-old clergyman of the 
United—Church of Christ was head of 
the Congregational Christian Churches 

£fe jE^Pfll irom 1938 to 1955, and led his denom" 
^ ^ ination into the merger with the Evan

gelical and Reformed Church which 
formed the United Church. 

His final years were devoted es-
Dr. Douglas pecially to Roman Catholic-Protestant 

Horton relations. Dr. Horton was an observer 
f̂or the International-Congregational Council at all 
sessions--of Vatican Council II. His analysis of the 
council was recorded in four books. 

Unit to Study Schools 
Hartford, Conn.—(NC)—The Catholic Interracial 

Council of Greater Hartford said it plans to "survey 
the hiring practices of all Catholic schools in the 
archdiocese of Hartford and will also analyze the 
racial composition of their student enrollments.'' 

The statement followed a charge by Mrs. Patri
cia Abeleken of Hartford that she had been discrimi
nated against because she is a Negro, when she ap
plied for a teaching position at St. Ann's School and 
St. Augustine's School, both in Hartford. 

Washington, D.C.—(RNS)— 
Non-violent re-volution is still 
possible today, but Christians 
must be willing to die for it, 
an aide to the late Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., told some 
4,500 participants in the 1968 
Liturgical Week here. 

"Anybody celebrating- the 
reconciliation between God_ 
and man must concern him
self with the reconciliation be
tween himself and his broth
er." the Rev. Andrew J. 
Young, executive vice presi
dent of the Southern Chris
tian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC). said in a keynote 
address. 

Theme- of the week was 
"Revolution: Christian Re
sponses. 

Mr. VounK's address was 
preceded by tfie presentation 

of an award to Miss Dorothy 
Day, founder and present-day 
leader of the Catholic Worker 
Movement. The presentation 
was made by Father Clarence 
J. Rivers, Director of the Na
tional Institute of Drama and 
Ritual. 

In his talk^ Mr. Young said, 
'The first thing about the lit
urgy is that It must be a 
liturgy of penance, because 
we pay taxes to murder peo
ple." 

In the liturgy, he noted, 
men come together to ask 
God how He can use them to 
reconcile the world. This is 
the "ministry of reconcilia
tion," Mr. Young said, which 
Dr. King practiced. It is a 
ministry that is not only to 
Individuals; it —i'niust also 
cope with institutions, the 
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Tired of knocking on c loud door*? 
Mova to Columblol NOW WI'Ri OPIN 
TO 4 P.M. Monday to Thundayl An 
Ix t ra Hour f a r Ixtra Car*. Opon 
'•II 6 Thursday and Friday at Clinton, 
Friday 'til 6 at Main, and Friday 'til I 
at Brighton, Graece, and Mt. Hope. 

Columbia Bmkiu| 
SAVING AND LOAM ASSOCIATION 

Cardinal Gibbons 
To Be Remembered 

Washington — (NC) — Msgr. 
Joseph B. Coyne, pastor of St. 
Andrew's church In suburban 
Silver Spring, Md., will preach 
the sermon at the traditional 
Labor Day Mass Sept. 2 in the 
Shrine of the Sacred Heart 

Patrick Cardinal O'Boyle of 
Washington will officiate. Fol
lowing the Mass, David Sulli
van, a vire president of the 
AFL-CIO, will give an address 
at the statue of James Cardinal 
Gibbons of Baltimore, pioneer 
champion of organized labor 
in this country, in a small park 
fronting the church. 

— POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT 
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TO GET 
THINGS DONE 

ELECT 

GORDON HOWE I 
STATE SENATOR 

C*mmHtM (or Cor*** +Uw« II 
—POLITICAL A O V H m $ * M t N T _ 

THE 

A Gracious Place to Retire . .. 

A Great Way to Live. .. 

THS VALLEY MANOR 

A non sectarian retirement community, beitis developed for those 62 and over, VALLEY MANOR 
offers one hundred and fifty modern, soundconditinned apartments, each with full bath, kitchenette, 
spacious rooms air conditioned and heated . . . Feel secure with on-premises nursing service with 
two call stations in your own apartment and a complete thirty-seven bed infirmary located in the 
building. A weekly maid service frew yon from heavy cleaning Linens, towels and pillow cases 
are furnished. ' 

THE VALLEY MANOR 

location offers you privacy, but not isolation. Come and go as you wish Downtown Rochester is 
only minutes away by bus, the eastern expressway two blocks. Twenty-four hour building security, 
in building parking, modern laundry room, plenti ful storage, rooms for private entertaining, library! 
a chapel_ for services and meditation. 

OCCUPANCY 

of VALLEY MANOR is by "Life Lease" with a "Monthly Maintenance Charge" Including all 
utilities — telephone — two meals per day — twenty four hour emergency nurse service — in
firmary care (details on request) — weekly maid service plus linens — extensive hobby and crafts 
— central TV antenna - intercom — parking — w*H-to-wall arpetinj and drapes of your choice. 

RESERVATIONS NOW BEING TAKEN 
FOR BROCHURE WRITE, 

Hie VALLEY MANOR 
PrMbytwtan Rtiidence Center Corp. 

1775 East Av». — Rochutwr, N.Y. 14610 

SALES OFFICE LOCATED AT: 

Brighton Presbyterian Church 

1775 trait Ave. (near Wlnton Rd. $. 

For Information and 

Appointment Call 442-6450 

structures, the powers" of 
American society. 

The direction the non-vio
lent revolution should take 
is a practical, pragmatic 
course, he said, citing the 
examples of voting registra
tion campaigns, boycotts of 
products made by quasi-slave 
labor, and objections to finan
cial exploitation of small 
nations by larger nations. 

WHEN IT'S TIME 
FOR A 

rHEN IT'S TIME 

rOSEE 
BERNARD J . 

HENSLER 
JEWELERS 

307 COMMERCE BLDG. 

0p*n Tuts. tni Tburs. 
Eres 'til 9 

Phone 454-6? 18 

THE BRASSY LOOK 

IN DATIBOOK LOAFERS 

*9 
A great new look in IqpfersjFor teens. Rich, 

antique leathers sfXjrk&d with haraWare 

touches in chains, i>uckles and crusader 

type ornaments. Priced to fit the teen age 

pocketbook. Come see th»e whole collection, 

including the classic penny loafer. Third 

floor Downtown, Southtowvn, Pitts-ford, 

Greece Towne Mall . 

two winning v-otes 
from R,. A, H. 

Sweeping the nation b y storm, these 

dresses are up-to-the-minute on all 

the fashion issues! All a r e delightfully 

styled for Junior Hi 's in sizes 8 tp 14. 

1 # The Blouson. A sweep of cotton 

caught u p "and smocked with elastic 

for superb fit. Jn great new prints. $14 

'€*% Smocking is here! long sleeve 

print in shades of black, grey—and 

brown is smocked a t neck a n d wrists. 

$12 

McCURDY'S JUNIOR HI . THIRD FLOOR, MID-

TOWN, also at N0RTHGATE and GENEVA 

Shop all three McCurdy stores Monday 
through Frfday, 9:30 'fil.,,9. Saturdays, Mid-
town "and Geneva open 'til 5:45, Northgate 
'HI 9. Phone 232-1000. 


