Montessori. .. an Educational Wondetland

-. By MARCI LUX

It must have been the way
Alice felt when she nibbled
the mysterious cookie marked
“Eat Me,” and found her-
self growing—or was the
world shrinking?

From the world outside, a
walk into the Trinity Montes-
sori School in Rochester's sub-
urbia can transform you into
amother Alice. This is the
world of the little people,
with their kneehigh tables
and chairs, pintsized easels,
and even a Tom Thumb sink
and counter.

The students of this “little
green schoolhouse” are only
3 and 4 years old. For them,
everything is right-size.

The Trinity Montessori
School is a new-adventure in
education for the Sisters of
St. Joseph, who begin the
school only last year. Their

interest in the Montessori
Met}}od, named after Dr.
Maria Montessori of Italy,

orxiginator of the theory, led
to the founding of the school
om the Motherhouse grounds
om French Road in Pittsford.

Forty-four children are en-
rolled at Trinity, They en-
tered last year at the ages of
2 years, 9 months to 3 years,
9 months and will continue
there unti] 6.

According to the Montessori
theory, this period between 3
and 6 is the “sensitive period,”
when a child is most respon-
sive to learning.

- 1,300 Sz‘ua’ents Due

By WHIT JOHNSON

More than 1,300 boys will
enter Aquinas Institute on
Sept. 4—and school for them
will be vastly different from
what their fathers knew.

The changes and the chal-

lenges they will face include
——- - ——-@-Fevision-..of _special study--

courses to eliminate overlap-
ping, New courses have been
introduced into the curricu-
lum to provide a broader per-
spective on the history and
dcevelopment of man.

Eastern and Western cul-
tures and a more demanding
approach to the study of cur
rent events and United States
history are included.

Father Peter J. Etlinger,
C.S.B., coordinator of guid-
ance services at the Basilian
EFathers’ school, points out

that many school systems this
wear have revised their social

_color theme is

Sister Rosalita, $8J., direc-
tress of the Montessor| School,
and Sister Lelia, S$8.J, a Mon-
tessori teacher, have the task
of Intiroducing thes children to
learning while they are most
suscs:ptible.

Perched preca riously on
one of the doll-like chairs,
Sister Rosalita reccived me
for an interview a t the school
lasp week, Dark brown car-
peting matches th ¢ wood-pan-

eled walls, contrasting  with

w}_xite wooden shelves and
crisp, white curtains at the
windows. Plastic bags cover
the materials on the shelves,
but despite three months of
being closed up and unused,
the room still leoked fresh
and pleasant.

“As you can se-e, our main
hrown and
white. We keep the surround-
iIngs muted, whil<e the mate-
rials used in teaching the
children are bright and color-
ful. That way, their attention
is drawn to the material it-
self,”  Sister expBained.

From the firsst day, the
children are pre sented with
certain rules they> must obey.
One of the first rules is to
replace material in exactly
the same place whien they are
through with it.

“When there is order in the
environment, there is order
among the .childeen. It's im-
portant to keep evervthing
neat and attrackive” Sister
said.

studies curricul a bringing
history courses up to date
and adding othex social sci-
ences. Father Etlinger
worked closely with college
representatives t@ reorganize
the course offerirags.

“We want o develop a
greater sense of” history on

There are two classes every
day, 22 children in the morn-
ing and 22 in the afterncon

The curriculum of the
school includes geography,
language,-arithmetic, science,
art, music, practical life, and
sensorial materials.

At the beginning of class,
there is a group presentation
of the materials to be used
for that day. The teacher ex
plains what the ohject is, and
how it will be used.

“For example, in the sd¢i-
ence section we may set out
different rocks for the chil
dren to look at and feel
They may listen to records
for different aspects of music,
or in math, we might present
a new numeral to them,” said
Sister Rosalita.

In the practcal life arca. a
child may do such things as
wash little dishes, peel a car
rot, or pour himself a glass of
water.

“The object of practical life
training is to give him the
opportunity to do these things
for himself, and to sce that
they produce a visible resalt.
If he washes a dirty dish, he

sees it become clean,” Sister -

elahorated. “At home he may
not be given such a chance;
adults usually don't give the
child that advantage.”

“The children love to learn,
that's the important thing”
she stressed. “For them, leaxn-
ing is an enriching experi-

the present struggle for jus
tice and equality of opportu-
nity.

“The obligation of the
school to present history fully
and accurately and to deal
with current situations with
faithfulness in fact and spirit,
not only for minority group

ence. They aren't pushed.
When they go into first grade.
they fit in beautifully.”

Sensorial materialsacquaint
the children with dimensions
and relationships with sies
by sight and touch. Wooden
spherres, cubes and {riangles
teach them ugeometric shapes
and their correct names. Color
grades are used to teach pri-
mary colors and graduationof
color.

Once the group presenta-
tion is over, the child is free
to work in whatever-area he
may choose. He may work
alone, in a group. or with the
help of teacher. Hovwever. he
is not free to disturb others.
The child is made to under-
stand this from the start.

“When we give arule, we
also give a reason. We sav.
‘You may not run. bhecause
vou might hurt somcone. or
vouwrself' or ‘You may not
fight or interrupt,- because

vou will disturhb another per- _

son. It's important to make
the child understand why
there is a rule. When he does.
he accepts " said Sister
Rosalita.

Sister Lelia agrees. The
childyen not only learn re-
spect for materials and other
people, but they receive it in
return. The child will not dis-
turb  another unless he 1s
invited to join, otherwise, he
will watch quietly. He leans
to wait his turn.”

Both teachers used the term
“inner discipline™ in describ-

at Aquinas Institute

for the teacher to speak only
in the language he isteaching
for the entire class period.
The use of record players and
tape recorders as well as the
language lab make the oon-
versational aspect of the lan-
guage more appealing to the
students.

“the part of uz sfudents”

says Father Etkinger. “Our

_courses develop “thinking pa-

triots’; they pull together the
threads of religdon, history,
economics and civics.

Aquinas is one= of the first
area schools lo- develop a
course which provides stu-
dents with an umderstanding
of the contribution of the
Negro, Puerto Rican and
other minority groups to
American life. Taught by
Michael Donovan . head of the
school's history department,
the curriculum brings out the
background and ®he natureof

I ]

Carmelites Move ~

’}‘o Marquette
Milwaukee—(NC)—Carmelite

college seminarians will attend |

‘Father Leon Hart,

Aquinas principal

students but for all studenis
is undeniable. Our curricu-
lum materials have been re
vised to reflect the role and
contribution of minorily
groups Iin  American life”
Donovan said.

As in other new social
studies courses, memorization
of dates is considered less
important than the broader
view of wvalues and ideals.
This will tie in areas such as
religion, art, science and ed-
ucation.

New and expanded courscs
in cconomics and politichl scl-
ence will be available tb siu-

. dents at Aquinas this year ac-

. eording to James K. Perry of
the school's faculty. “Eco-
nomics is everybody’s concern
today. The preblems of mone-
tary policy, the question of
taxation and Interest, the re-
current threats of inflatiin
and depression ought to be a
part of every student'’s edaca-
tion,” Perry states.

Languages will be taught
with less emphasis on gram-
mar and more on the spoken
word. It will not be unusual

Realizing that the school

curriculum simply will notb¢
up to the space age of tomor
row, several Aquinas teachers
spent the summer attending
colleges and  universilies
throaghout the country bon-
ing up on new developments.
While students enjoyed their
vacation faculty members ex-
plored new school curricular
programs and the new ways
to teach them.

Aquinas Principal Leon G.
Hart, CS.B. and Vice Princi-
pal, John T. Cherry,C.S.B,at-'
tended workshops at the Uni-
versity of Rochester and
Georgetown University to
kecp abreast with the rapidly
changing field of secondary
education, a sort of revolu-
tion id our day, according to
Father Hart

The revolt, he siys, "cats
across the very fabric of ed-
ucation—the curriculum and
the ways to teach it. English,
mathematics, science, ecco-
nomics and foreign languages
—almmost any subject you can
name—are appearing in new
clothaes, new concepts,
methods.”

BACK TO SCHOOL
WITH PICTURES

Marguette University here
starting in September.

Father Keith Egan, 0.Carm,,
said, “We are probably the first
religious community to move
ontp a university campus en
mass/e."

The —Carmelites rece’n tly
bought a threestory apartment
howe, a block north of the
Marquette campus for an expect-
ed 80 students and mine faculty

members.

Kodak-In=stamptic
$-10 Color Qutfit
With Fashi-on Styled

Carry-Bag
Regular $41.45
BACK TO
: SCHOOL SPEC, 834'50

HNPboto Lenter - -
A 308 Drivimg Porlc Ave.
H 25455708

new .

WE CARRY A

COMPLETE LINE OF
SHIRTS, SPORT SHIRTS, NECKWARE & HATS

FEATURING THEMANHATTAN & YORK

)

TAPERED, PERM A PRESS SHIRTS

A COMPLETE CHOICE OF COLORS
IN ALL SIZES & SLEEVE LENGTHS $395 to $7195

HATS— $7.95 to $20.00

— CHARGE IT WITH
MARINE MIDLAND DINERS CLUB  AMER. EXPRESS

Many More Waiting For You At . . .

HAITERS &
FURNISHERS

I RAFF'S |

187 E. MAIN ST. CORNER OF STONE
LINCOLN ROCH. TRUST BLDG. _

ing \}'hat the Montessori chilg
acquires through this train-
ing. ' '
A

“In a way. cach ¢hild is his
own teacher” smd  Siaer
Lelia. “The teacher acts as
an observer and a direror
She prepares the enyvironnient
for the child, and helps
if he secks her help. But the
child pursues his own interes
at his own rate of speed. He
has ‘liberty within limits

The teacher ix expected 1o
observe and keep a record of

what each child used
day. what he mastered  and
where  he should  prosves
from there The Trniy Mon.
tessori  School i~ cquipped

with a two-way window for
such observation.

Parents of the children may
come and abserve their chl-
dren through the window,

“They're very pleased with
the school.” Sister Rosalila
said of the parents.

Each of the children wus
interviewed and tested for
ability  to follow directions
and cooperate in a group situ-
ation before beinyg accepted

There_are averaze childeen
whose parvents became ynter-
vsted in the Montessort ~chool
through an advertisement put
out by the Sisters of St Jo-
seph. There is sull quate a
long waiting hst for  the
school.

Although there are no im-
mediate plans for a Montes-
sori elementary school, such
a school is “within the Ststers

of St. Joseph's vision” says
Sister Rosalita.

Assisting  Sisters  Rosalita
and Lelia for the comng
school year will be Sister
Maurcen, S.S.J. Sister will
serve her required yecar of
internship  at  the  Tomly
Montlessorri School prior Lo

becoming a Montessor teach-
er. Last year Sister Leha com-
pleted her internship  with
Sister Rosalita at the Trinity
Montessori School.

" “Sister Rosialita-was trained

at the Montessori tratning
center at Fairleigh Dickinson
University and was an intern
at the Bede School in I<ngioe-
wood, N. J.

When the school
in September and the wee
people return, the teachers
will be happy to sce them.

re-opens

As Sr. Rosalita says. “'You
can feel miserable some
mornings when you come in
to school. Then the children
arrive, all smiling and happy.
and everything brightens up

You can't help bul be happy. l

t0o.”
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A STUDY LAMP
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lamp meets Better
IHuminating Engi-

requirements for mechanical and elec-trical «afety.

Many of usdon't realizehow

study. Too many students do their homework in

important good lighting is to
“any old light™"

W hen conditions aren’t right for study, fatigue scts in and attention
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dling lamps. \
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