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-~ Fair Is Foul

y ,
Somethaing is rotten in the County of Monroe - its annual fair.
And the sa me can be said annually of county fairs in a dozen
places inth is Dio-cese.

This area is proud of its affluence, its technical expertise,
itscreative genius, yet a good part of the yearly County Fair is
uninaginati ve, vaalgar, perverse and almost primitive in its appeal
to the baser- instinets in man.

As our story on Page 7 points out, no criticism is intended
forthe mary worthy organizations at the Fair but it is time for
then, and foorall of us, to take a fresh look at the yearly blight.

We realize we are leaving ourselves open to charges of na-
ivele, sophormorism and do-gooding. So be it!

If it's maive to object to girlie-displays and freak shows and
a mn disporting himself lowly in a pit hefore gaping spectators
thei weare- miive.

If it’s sophomoric to think that “games of chance” which op-
erale withira the correct legal framework are still morally ques-
tionable, then we are sophomoric.

If it's doing good to feel that every County Fair should be
clemer, and that fine agricultural and homemaking exhibits
shaold be complemented by worthwhile industrial, scientific and
educational displays, then we say let’s do good.

Dissolve the Tension

Thedustis sTowly settling from the verbal conflicts generated
by the ency«lical on birth control. Learned men and simple ones
haw spokera and  sincere people have read the full text with more
coneern than they ever showed for any other papal document
Opinions haave polarized, it secems  very few have altered their
firs convicEions ahout the decree. Now there is a period of wait-
ing Willtherebe along stalemate; will the theologians mount an
unussailables position to defend the anguished: will the Bishops
back down from _the papal side and call on him to alter the
unomprom ising  docament: will there be discreet silence? Who
“darns prediet?

The staffl of the national weekly, AMERICA, struggling as
all Catholic cdito rialists have to avoid fostering divisions in the
Church and to stzind somewhere hetween the stern conservatives
and theose vwho reject any form of authority, this week wisely
counsels a Eengthy and calm discussion of the encyclical as “an
advinced Cathlic teaching.” Tt says that present tensions will
notlear the Churchapart if the Holy Spirit animates the People
oof God togiwe "prayerful study and reflection on the Pope's judg-
meil about artificial birth regulation.” It predicts that “slowly
postions wi I tha nge and full consensus will be achieved.”

We bhelzeve thal the issue of contraceptives and obedience to
papl authosrity and personal conscience can be oversimplified.
(Pethapswe have erred on this score ourselves in the last two con-
fusing week s) S we have printed the AMERICA editorial on
thispagean d recommend it for study and action to dissolve ten-
sions and clawrily truth.

The Bonds of Love

An clb=orale Fucharistic Congress will convene next week in
Bogita. Colexmbiza, and the secular press will feature it as a
“spetacular . The intended visit of Pope Paudon the fifth and
saxth ddays EBias already focussed international attention on the
gatlering. Sealar commentators are predicting the  religious
miedingg wil 3 he “an extravaganza of useless pageantry.” They
have critivized the just-buill plazas and arenas where three-
quaersaol za million people will worship as a “blasphemous mon-
strosity ' bec-ause Colornbia has millions of unfed poor. Even many
Catholies may miss the whole point of this eucharistic gnlh{'rin;i

The weekof the Congress will be a prolonged act of worship
of the Blessed Sacramvent in which Colombians will try to show

o the wioBe world the bonds of love which have the power

to renew ther Lives of the carth Each dav of the Congress will be
deviled to e=xemprlilving different ties of love which should bind
mento one antherand to God The central hond of love will be
the publicly  hono red Blessed Sacrament, “the living Bread which
came down from Heaven™, the unique food which unites all who
atitintoa mystenous fellowship. St Paul said of this FEucharist:
U Beause the breadis one, we, though many. are one body. all of

s who part ake oof the one bread.”

Other sonds  of human love which succeeding daily events
will highlighet are  the ecumenical ties needed between Christians
amdbhet ween Jews and Christians, the demands of Kinship with the
pooranad howneless, (he sacred bonds of love in marriage, the con-
cernof love which should reach out to sinners and eriminals, and
fimally the sacramental ties of baptism and priesthood w hich have
gaven omen and women supernatural relationships with (heir
Creilor. ’

Chuarch  life today needs the visible demonstrations of faith
anid rewveren<e which will mark the Eucharistic Congress  But

failsto convinee s that all Christians have a common duty to
strive forhigther perfection in their Tove for all therrest of men.
Its dilv eve ntsarad overall impact must he studied

An diteorial writer said recently: “The onlv proof of God's
blueprintacceptabsle to crities of the Christian Chureh is its power
(o produce a comrnunity of love™ . The liturgical celebrations and
thedogical (lisgussions at the first Eucharistic Congress in five
years come s o app ropriately. in times of human misery, racial and
natiomal cone tentioon, wars, rebellions, and cven church contro-

— versy, thal wee hopre they will be a blueprint for religious men of

akl mtions ter work for a new hond of love.

Like the Pi "
Catholicc authroress and Pulitzer Prize winner Phyllis MeGin-
ley recenlly  wiote a charming article on The New  Ameerican
I“am‘!]y inthee Saturday Evening Post. After discussing the much
publicized carises involving family life she maintained that the
Americanhane is in pretty good condition. “eonsidering the bru-
tal puf‘{‘etillg it has taken in this contury. It huas not abandoned its
aspintions; merely changed, society's shape and its own",

. ll'er mosst intesresting point was that today's families resemble
thepioneer clusters at the start of our country's history. Like the

- pdoners-thew-fice—uwitdermess-wherefow-trailshave-beenm blazet. —

The wildemmess is moral and psychologicdl rather than geograph-
i({.” Amaong he similarities between family Tife today and in the
paoluter diys are “a lack of -permanence, services and ordinary
housihg spaace, early marriages, the crumbling of established
mores the necesity to forge new cultural values, invent a differ-
ent civilization.” '

]

Miss Mc-Ginley helicve that the mwost hopeful protection for
ke America; fam ily and its place in contemporary society is the
modern conc-ern for the rights of human beings. She wrote: “No
grow can saarvive without an ideal. The name of that ideal now
is civil reforen.” T

encyvehienl ™?
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Encyclical Ferment ‘.

Can Be Resolved,

Magazine Declares

The following is an “Editorial
Statement’ 'from AMERICA, 7/17/68,
(somewhat shortened for space re-
quirements) which expresses clearly
that in responding to the encyclical
“Human Life” there is a middle posi-
tion hetween those who lend “unqual-
ified assent to all that the Pope has
writien” and those who “maintain a
a discreet, respectful silence,” — The
Editor '

Paul VI will clearly be remembered
in history for his part in at least
three great movements: Vatican II,
world peace and development, and
church unity. With the publication of
Human Life, it seems certain he will
also he remembered for his part in
another great movement, difficult to
name, which centers on the dignity
and sacredness of family life and
love.

As a slatement of the Dutch hier-
archy declares: “Although this papal
letter is not an infallible, dogmatic
statement, it nevertheless- is a real
defense of the dignity of life as well
as an appeal for responsibility in sex-
ual relationships and marriage that
is of the utmost importance to our
society. May the discussion of the
papal letter contribute to a better and
hetter functioning of authority within
the Church.”

In view of the enormous interest
and debale provoked by the Pope’s
encyclical, four points need to be ex-
plored: the right of the Pope to
speak; the right of Catholics to agree
and disagree; right and wrong ways
to resolve the resulting tension within
the Church; and the proper develop-
ment of the Chureh’s doetrine on life,
love and hirth regulation.

In the final
fow and far

analysis dogmas are
between. Even in the

case-of dogmas-our knowledge is sub.-

jeet to growth. In the area of the
Church’s teaching on the natural law,
we are stll more inescapably tied to
a4 system of development. Whatever
clse is clear about Human Life, it is
certain that Paul VI did not intend it

as the last word on life and love, For -~

anyone else to claim the last word
would be the essence of theological—
or journalistic—folly.

The right of the Pope and bishops
to speak on morals is self-cvident to
most  Catholies. Nevertheless, there
are some within the Church who ex-
perience difficully with Human Life
on procedural a4 n d  substantive
grounds  Although these objections
are confined to a limited number of
Catholies, they illustrate an extremely
important aspect of the encyclical.

The most serious theological prob-
lem it raises is not the problem of ar-
tificial ‘birth contvol It is the prob-
tem of the Pope. that is, an under-
standing of the exercise of teaching
authorily within the Church,

For our part. we have no doubt that
tradition fully vindicates the right of
the Pope and hishaps to speak on
family ltfe and conjueal Jove Indeed.
it does much more than that: it es-

tablishes the duty of all Catholics to
listen.

The right of Catholics to express
disagreement with theeir leaders is a
right as 01d as Peter and Paul, though
dissent from papal teaching is ob-
viously not the normal postuare of the
Catholic. But dissent is possible when
the teaching in question is still in a
state of development, and when those
who dissent have listened with open
minds and hearts to what was said,
and in the end have found grave, sol
idly grownded reason for disagree
ment. As Vatican Il put it in the Con-
stitution on the Church (¥ 25):

“This religious submission of will
and mind must be shownby the faxt!_l-
ful in a special way to the authentic

- teaching authority of the Roman Pon-

tiff, even when he is not speaking ex
cathedra. That is, it must be shown
in such a way that his supreme mag-
isterium is ackmowledged with rever
ence, the judgments made by him are
sincerely adhered to, according to his
manifest mind and will.”

In accordance with this doctrine of
the Council, Catholics owe a “reli-
gious assent of soul” to the teachings
of the IToly Father on faith and
morals. The right and duty of Catho-
lies. there fore, to agree with the Pope
and to rely on him as a moral guide
cannot bhe questioned.

Neither. however, despite the ap
parent absoluleness of the Council’s
language, should one deny the right
to disagree, humbly but ultimately,
on a malter not proclaimed with the
Church’s guarantee of infallibility.

Theologiins and married couples
who are conwinced, after careful
study, that other conclusions than
those drawwn hy the Pope are possible
for them are mot only free to follow
their consciences, theyr must do so. No
one can account to God for his talents
simply by pleading that he acted as
an agent of Peter, The ahdication of
personal  moral responsibilily has
never hee n a doctrine of the Church
“Comscienece is the maost seeret core
and sanctanary of a maan. There he s
alone with God, whose voice echoes
in his depths” (Chuich in the Mod:
ern World, § 16).

If there were only a few Catholics
who conscienliously disagreed with
the Pope's blanket condemnation of
artificral birth  control, Hurman Life
sion in the Church. The truth is, how-
would not have precipitated wide ten
ever, that in addition to many of our
more respected theologlans in the
United Stales, & large number of lay
Catholies welleducaled in philosophy
and theology presently finnd them-
sclves unable to assent fully to the
encyclical™s absolute rejection of -ar
tificial birth regulation, and are con
scientiousdy coravinced that such reg
ulation mgy be tegitimate and even
necessary  in cerlain  special circum-
stances.

Their positiom woield seem to fol
low lines suggested by the recent
statement of the Dutch hierarchy: “A

More Letters on Papal

Fditor: -

In his sermon on Pope Paul’s en-
cyclieal  on birth control  (Courier
Journal, August 9. 1968), your col-
umnist Father Albert Shamon quotes
a well-known passage {rom the Idea
of a University, in which John Henry
Newman pays slowing (ribule to the
papacy and its enduring influence in
human history  Falher Shamon sug-
pests, quite mehtly one may say, that
these words of Newman “can be  lit-
cratly applied to the Pope’s present

enevebeal” - e -

The reference to Newman brings
to mind another quotation. In the
Difficulties of Anglicans
writes I T am obhiced {o bring re-
heion into after-dinner toasts (which
indeed does not seem quite the thing)
I <hall dnnk- -to the PPope. if you
please,--but stll to Conscience first
and o the Pope aflerwards.”

Wonld  Father Shamon.
ders, be willing to <ay that these
words of Newman alsg “‘can be lit-
crally apphied to the Pope'’s present

one won-

Newman -

As for promoting adultery, how
ever, he hus the wromg culprit; it is
rhythm (hat can and does drive men
to adultery, Rhythm in its own way
destroys man’s  dignity, and it wvio
lates the spiritual rkaythms of mar
ried love.

The ide-als of which he speaks are
seldom fwlly realized under rhythm,
yet are maore frequently attained by
persons using birth control. He does
not allow for Christi an witness, for

the Holy Spirit working in the
T 7:Dei;-d;er M. Hetzler
30E Augustine St. Rochester,
Editor:

..JIt seems to be that with ali these
arguments about birtkh control people
are missireg the point entirely.

As Catholics we recognize the Pope
as head of the Church. If we want to
stay in the Church we follow him; if

—William H. Shannon.
4245 East Avenue, Rochester.

Editor:

It s certainly true that we owe
rreat pespect to the Viear of Christ.
and that all nmen of cood will will
tead his aeeent encevelieal.

However, most of the opposition
vorr hear voweed does not come from
“those who seek the casy way.” (For
one thine they wouldn't take  the
trouble 1o Latweulate)y  Indeed, it
comies from many responsible, think-
e men ol creat good will, who speak
from decp anash and a sineere con-
victine that manvaee. as i really s,
~mplyoas not even known

The cancept of marrage expressed
e the encvaical s s(rictly textbook
St by from marriaee as 1t is
tved A Bt ofythe old dea that SeX,
Cvenan marinage. s shichtly less than
wond. tennans imphert hore

Intereourse s looked on as some-
thing extin not fully necessary to
marrage s mdeed, <omething holier in
the breach than the obseryvance, Some
churchmen are fond of comparing the

_sesappehite 1o that_for food—a_poor.

comparison.” but <appose we refused
to cat. or ate only once or twice a
manth” We woild die* So does a mar-
riage inoa sitar predicament. Tove
grows by what 1t feeds on. and inter-
course is the protein necessary  for
the survival of a nurriagze, Mm"riag(‘
is one long act of fove,

Our Holy Father seemed o preoc-
cupied with the abuses that he never
understood the uses of hipy control.
Smn.v of these abuses deserve consid-
cration, hut it iy wrong {o  reject
something simply heeanse it (‘.an. he
abused.

RYSYTERY
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Romin Catholic owes respect to the
authority and pronouncements of the
Pope The personal conscience cannot
pass over an authoritative pronounce-
ment sueh as a papal letter. There
are, however, many factors which de-
termine one’s personal conscience re-
garding marriage rules, for example,
mutual love, the relations in a family
and social circumstances.”

There are right ways and wrong
ways to resolve this tension. The
worst possible way would be for dis-
senters to leave the Church, abandon-
ing among other things their respon-
sibility to participate in the develop-
ment of the Church’s doctrine. A close
second in disastrous consequences
woull be for dissenters to be forced
out of the Church.

If agreement with the Holy Father
on birth control is narrowly conceived
of as a “loyalty test” for Catholics,
dissent in some could be coerced into
defimee. The issue must not be falsi-
fied by oversimplification in any di-
rection. If there is a question of obe-
dience involved, there is also at issue
a root question of the search of the
whole Church for truth.

Accordingly, St. Paul's plea for
unanmity among the Christians in
Corinth, to which Pope Paul refers in
Hunmn Life (§ 28), ought not to lead
us to terminate discussion within the
Church on the legitimacy in some cir-
cumstances of artificial birth regula-
tion. The Pope himself made it clear.
What is reformable is discussable.

Indeed, if discussion of birth con-
irol was ever necessary in . the
Chuich, it seems supremely so -now.
It isn mistake to think that Paul VI
has merely reiterated what Pias XI
and Pius XII have said. Human Life
presents an advanced Cathelic under-
standing, especlally in concepts of
conjugal love and parental responsi-
hility. The plans of more than one
national hierarchy to meet for joint

Encyclical

we don't we drops out. We have no
authority to make our own rules. It's
as simple as that!

I can understand Catholics who
say "l know it is wrong but I can't
help myself, I have to go by birth
control.” They are saying in effect
that their faith isn’t strong enough
just to trust in God's providence.

Maybe they aren’t asking God for
stronger faith but at least they admit
they are not following God’s will and

their weakness.

People who say ‘“Use your own
conscience” are not even asking
“What is God's will?". They are sim-
ply spying what they want for them-
selves and think if they say it loud
enoygh and often enough it will some-
how be right .

—<Catherine M. Allocco
53 Lozier St., Rochester.
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study of the encyclical make this

clear.

In order to further discussion in
a responsible way and to carry out
the directives set forth by Pope Paul
in Human Life, it may be expected
that bishops will promote local and
regional conferences of the clergy
and laity, to accurately inform them
of the Pope’s position and reasoning.
Colleges and seminaries should or-
ganize seminars and symposiums. to
bring the full resources of theology,
philosophy, the social sciences and
medicine to bear on the fundamental
issues and insights presented by Hu-
man Life. Our American bishops have
already called the priests and laity of
the country “to receive with sincerity
what [Pope Paull has taught, to study
it carefully and to form their con-
sciences in its light."

Unfortunately, there may be some
who will say that the laity (and per-
haps the clergy) do not need to study,
much less evaluate, the Pope’s posi-

‘tion. All anyone: needs to khow, such

a view would hold, is that the Pope
has totally banned artificial birth
regulation. This is precisely the moral
“infantilism” that well-instructed
Catholics know cannot be tolerated.
They are thoroughly familiar with the
teachings of Vatican IT on personal
responsibility and the formation of
conscience. Moreover, they recall a
passage from the Constitution on the
Church in the Modern World (! 62):
“All the faithful, clerical and lay, pos-
sess a lawful freedom of inquiry and
of thought, and the freedom to ex-
press their minds humbly and cour-
aggously about those matters in which |
they? enjby copetence.”

Though they know that these words
are. directed primarily to those en-
gaged in scholarly work, they sense
that the Council is here also speaking
of a spirit that must inspire every
Catholic.

If, after prayerful stady and reflec-
tion on the Pope's judgment about
artificlal birth regulation, large seg:
ments of the clergy and lalty are
still not interiorly persmaded, tension
will continue in the Church. The
Spirit, however, who animates the
People of God, will not permit ten.
sion to tear the Church apart. Slowly
positions will change and full con-
sensus will be achieved.

Msgr. Lambruschini in his role as
official spokesman in Rome for the
encyclical declared, in fact, that con-
ceivably the change could be quite
radical. It is ,however, Tnuch too early
in the life of the Church to speculate
on what the final word will be. It
could turn out to be substantially
what Paul VI has said in Human Life.

Monroe Cou,

‘There’

See Editorial, Page

The following commenta;
be made about any of the f
take place in the 12-county ¥
Diocese hut it would seem
Counly is particularly negl
cause it has the financial a
lectual wherewithal to do be

By CARMEN VIGLUC

Even before Michael! Henc
his wits at the Wessex Fair
ing ale and frumenty and
wife and child to a sailor
Hardy’g “The Mayor of
bridge’)), there were strang
going on at county fairs.

One/ gets the feeling whil
1Q68 Monroe County version
fair, much as the bludgeon,
vived the enlightment of |
once 4gain we are on the me
yore with perhaps knights
before us, .

That is easier to helieve
spectacle of Space Age citiz
ering under a tent gawking a
et with a 6foot boa constrictc
arouhd his neck.

Or of a contemporary of
phurchill and John Kenned;
ing crudé double-entendres -
d(i)ence including many childx

There is Serpentina the 1
ber girl who curls up in a bo
by shafts of plywood, then f
tra quarter spectators can
platform and look at her. M
the hawker lures the young
“If cloth were $4 a yard hex
would cost 17 cents.”

A matronly woman asks
probably: her pre-teen grand
“Did you see her? Was it ge

A well-dressed Negro hols
little daughter so she can g
ter view of midget Pete
snake."

More than anything the f:
adoxical. Anh inter-religiou:
sets the stage.

In one cormer there is
grooming her calf for show .
the midway is a sign “see
65-pound rat, 20 cents.” It
the Cardiff giant again for

Perkinsvil
Uses Chu
For Needy

Perkinsville — Perkinsvil
come the first parish in th
to turn its facilities complet

KR EEL )

The Sunday bulletin refe:
op Sheen's paper, “The Shaz
Church to Come,” in which
ed church bulldings are to
as “a place for service, mi
caring for everyone who
the church . . .”

Perkinsville parish has
school into a medical-den
migrant day care center,
store and food program
well as educational buildin
ing to Father Timothy G. W
rectory houses eight VIST/
for their REACH project.

“No doubt Bishop Sheen
inspired by what he sees i
ville. In the Christian com
Perkinsville, we are surely
ing ‘The Shape of the C
Come, ” the bulletin stated.

so ta i, wg have
thought more likely, to be something
close but not identical.

Meantime, Catholic couples of
childbearing age must shoulder the
burden of the affair. Whether they
agree or disagree with the Pope, the
position of very many will be diffi-
cult. All, we think, will find conso-
lation in the Pope's inspired deserip-
tions of conjugal love and parental
regponsibility.

Controlling the Tongue Not Easy

By Father Albert Shamon

The man in next Sunday’s Gospel
was deaf and dumb and perhaps fee
ble-minded. Often the world ridicules
and neglects such a person. But not
our Lord. He came to save all; he
cured disersed bhodies to show he
would cure souls.

Of course Christ could have healed
the man with a single word. But he
seldom did this. To &ispose a person
for his favors, he generally enshrined
ecach miracle, as the Church does her

sacraments, in a be autifyl, ring of
cerernonies. '
I Thus CHrist took the deaf and

dumbd man apart from the crowd
Wwhat consideration! The poor man
could have heem utterly confused with
s0 many people standing about. Then

- Christ cormmunicated to the man in

the only humara way at his disposal:

- ““-;*igﬁ‘lmmge?" T T T T T T

__He touched. the mans ears and -

tongue to show he intended to do
something nbout those organs. Next
he looked up toward heaven. to indi
cate that ‘help could come only from
God on high Then he groaned, to
stir the man to desire his own cure
Finally he blurted out the command,
“Ephphatha!” (that is, “be opened™).
The cure was instant and complete.

nman's longue,

Before loosimg the

Christ grouned. Why did he groan?
He was apprehensive of the man's
future, of what use he would make of

his tongue. One tree can make a mil-
lion matches; yet one match can de-
stroy a million trees. The tongue is
a fire (James 3:6). It can destroy. Or
lo quote St James again, it is Tike a
bit in a horse's mouth or the rudder
of a ship. The tongue can steer the
course of a man's life. “For by thy
words thou wilt be justified, and by
thy words thou wilt be condemned”
(Mt 12:37).

Once a convert came to an old

. priest and asked for further instruc-
tions on how to grow in the love of

God. The priest opened the Bible to

\

the book of Psalms and read: “I said,
‘I_ will watch my ways, so as not to
sin with my tongue; I will set a curb
on my mouth'” (Ps. 38:2). After the
priest had finished that verse, the _
man stopped him and said, “That’s
enough,; let me go home and iry to
learn that lesson.*

Months later, when the man did not
return, the priest asked him why. The
convert replied, “I have not yet
learned the lesson” The control of
the tongue is a lifetimé endeavor:
“If anyone does not offend in word,
he is a perfect man” (James 3:2).
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Do you bave questions .
bug you? The famous
PAT ANSWERS! ... E
write in your concerns ¢
e v. . Address: PAT AN
answers will not necessa
—or of the Diocese.

Q. Is a Protestant minist
ted to attend a Catholic fu
read prayers at the gravesid

—who_wanted &
ministerfriend of the de
the cemetery but was told
not he proper for him. to p

-H. L. |

A. There is no improprief
ing a minister-friend of the
ghare the graveside ceremor
Protestant ministers are we
an active part in Catholic ¢l
dings these days surely it w
gracious to invite ome to
priests at graveside rites fo:

Q. I have read that in s

. pean_chiurches Catholics :

themselves Communion by
Host into their own hands
cthorium? Is this a new cus
approved? .

A. It is not a doctrinal m:
the Eucharist is distributed
tion of traditional or loca
The Bishops of an area ha
ligation to permit or forbid
of liturgical usage of this
the early church it was co
‘the priest to hand the Ho
to the communicant. This
until around the 10th cex
changeover to placing the
the tongue was decided pr
‘cause of growing awe of tl

- ~— -{st-and-because-the -trans

leavened to unleavened br
-delicate wafers) occurred a
Recently in the Diocese ©
Ontario, a synod of priest
men legislating on the Euc
gested to the Bishop
leavened bread and receptis

munion by hand.

.. Q—K _know _you've wrl
women’s head-coverings f
But I fear that the casual
the custom of wesring son
the head at Mass helps the
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