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A Couple of 'Hams' 

Ulercy Sister Helen Marie 
makes regular radio -contact 
•with t h e Santiago, Chile, mis
sionaries of the Mercy com
munity. The mission-Sisters 
frequently talk with their 
Rochester families on her 
amateur station at the Mercy 

Motherhouse. 

PILGRIM/VCE to the shrine 
oS Our Lady of Czestochnwa. 
E»oylestown, Pa., Saturday, Au-
grajst 17, returning following 
day. For information: Mary 
Sczclag, 467-1411, after 7 p.m. 

By PATRICIA KEOUGH 

"This is WA2CQV calling 
WA2ACC. Over." 

"Come in WA2CQV." 

The radio stations in cop-
t a c t he re a re those of two 
amateur radio operators, and 
t l ie voices of the operators, 
surprisingly, are two Roches
t e r nuns: Sister Helen Marie 
of the Sisters of Mercy; and 
Sister Marie Regina of the 
Sisters of St. Joseph. 

Unknown to most Rochester 
residents, probably the most 
enthusiastic "HAMS" in the 
a r ea a r e these Sisters—two 
women in an almost com-' 
pletcly male hobby. They 
have set up "ham shacks" in 
their respective convents, se
cured themselves general li
censes, and have been on the 
a i r now for over two years. 

Sister Helen Marie, a fac
u l ty member of Our Lady of 
Mercy High School next year, 
fulfilled a dream of her youth 
when she took to the air as 
a novice operator in 1965. 
I^ong ago, when she heard 
amateur radio personnel help-
-i-riK bring aid to the flood vic
t ims in 1937, Sister decided 
t h a f h a m radio was a very 
good apostolate. 

She began studying even 
tlien wi<h her brother, but 
didn't seriously fulfill the ac
t u a l requirements until re
cently. 

Beth of the Sisters' motives 
for becoming amateur radio 
operators were similar: to 
create a means by which 
their two communities, the 
Mercy Sisters and the St. 
Joseph Sisters, could keep In 
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constant and instant touch 
with the new missions estab
lished by both groups in 
South America. 

Sister Marie Regina, who, 
herself hoped to be a mis
sionary, thought that this par
ticular skill might help her 
chances of being appointed 
to southeastern Brazil, the 
Sisters of St. <$>seph South 
American Mission. 

Coincidentally, two of her 
pupils at Corpus Christ! 
School, where she teaches, in
troduced her to their ham-op
erating father, who wanted to 
make a contact with the mis
sionaries in Brazil. Joseph 
Agostinelli became Sisters' 
teacher, engineer and very 

-good friend. He helped set up 
the equipment atop the Cor
pus Christi roof. 

The opening of the Sisters 
of Mercy mission in Santiago 
Chile, four years ago also en
couraged Sister Helen Marie 
to pursue her childhood 
dream. Once again she be
gan s t u d y i n g with her 
brother, Thomas Mungovan, 
who by now was a general li
censed ham operator. He ad
ministered her novice code 
test, as well as the written 
test put out by the Federal 
Communications Commission 
so that she became a novice 
operator in 1965. 

The Rochester Radio Club, 
among other groups, holds 
classes to teach would-be op
erators. Both of the Sisters 
took this course and met each 
other at these Friday night 
sessions. 

Agostinelli has also been 
both Sisters' teacher, adviser 
on buying and installing 
equipment, and general friend 
through their years of prepa
ration and early broadcasting. 

Both took the general li
cense examination In Buffalo, 
and Sister Marie Regina 
passed the test on the first 
try, after only eight months 
of initial study and novice 
operating. 

The Sisters of Mercy have 
particularly benefited from 
the ifforts of Sister Helen 
Marie After Agostinelli had 
made some initial contacts 
with operators in Santiago, 
he became acquainted by 
radio will) a Mr. I'. Haul 
Ifuenaveiltura, a Chilean who 
holds open house on Sunday.; 
for missionaries and Peace 
Corps workers who gather at 
his home to talk to their fam
ilies in the States by radio. 

The Rochester Mercy sis-
lei's have talked many times 
to their missionaries through 
this contact. Since then. Sis

ter Helen Marie herself has 
been able to make contacts 
with them on her own. And 
now, since the Columban 
Fathers (with whom the 
South American Sisters of 
Mercy work) have set up a 
station of their own, the calls 
should be more frequent and 
easier. 

So dedicated is she to her 
hobby, Sister Marie Regina 
recently used some money 
that was to have given her a 
trip to California t o purchase 
an important piece of equip
ment — a linear amplifier— 
which increased the output 
power of her sending-equip-
ment so that she can make 
contacts all over the world. 

The Sisters" of St. Joseph 
missionaries in Brazil are 700 
miles inland from Sao Paul. 
Their opportunities to talk 
"home," have been infrequent 
because no ham-equipment is 
nearby. However, when they 
move to Uberlandia, there 
will be an operator available 
there. 

To those who would ques
tion "Is HAM operating really 
worthwhile?" both sisters 
would answer a resounding 
"Yes." 

In addition to the very im
portant contact with their 
own missionaries, the help 
and good will that they have 
spread has already born fruit. 

"There is a real code of 
charity among HAM opera
tors," explains Sister Helen 
Marie; "it is a very real apos-
tolate for Christ. Friendly 
cheerful conversation, a genu
ine interest in the other per
son, a willingness to spend 
hours if necessary, helping 
people get in touch with their 
ldved ones, does more to 
make Christ known and loved 
than many an hour-of direct 
evangelization." 

The equipment for these 
projects is expensive and has 
come slowly bit by bit, most
ly through relatives and 
friends and their respective 
communities. The sisters are 
working to have telephones 
installed in their "shacka" so 
that they can set up phone 
patches for some of their con
tacts. A phone patch channels 
a conversation from a distant 
land through :i regular phone. 
This plus ,1 tape recorder, a 
general coverage receiver 
with a sideband selector, and 
a linear amplifier for Sister 
Helen Marie, would almost 
complete the equipment for 
their ham shacks except for a 
few other less expensive odds 
and ends. 

Listening to the Sisters 
broadcast makes one realize 

Sister Marie Regina operates her radio from the 
Corpus Christi convent of the Sisters of St. Joseph. 
A licensed operator she talks with "hams" all over 

the world. 

Rochester's "Sister HAMS" inspect the elaborate 
aerial atop the Mercy Sisters' Motherhouse on Blos
som Road where Sister Helen Marie has her radio 

equipment in a place called a "shack". 

how much they have learned 
and how easily they have be
come familiar with the ham 
language. For instance, they 
know such things as the re
lationship between a cycle, a 
kilocycle, and a megacycle; 
what a modulator, amplifier, 
a rectifier, arc used for; that 
QSY means changing fre
quency and that QRM means 
that several stations are work
ing on the same frequency so 
there Is much static. They 
also know that if you have a 
minimum of equipment you 
are "running barefoot." 

Sister Marie Regina is anx
ious to share her knowledge 
with others who wish t o be
come operators, especially Sis
ters. "As soon as I can get 
some code tapes, a code prac
tice oscillator, I'll be in busi
ness. I could also use a sec
ond-hand transmitter with 
low-power," she confessed. 
"Like Sister Helen Marie, I 
am there every weekend! and 
I welcome visitors." 

Get it off your chest. Write 
a Letter to the Editor. Remem
ber to keep your letter clear 
and concise and limit them to 
3O0 words. 

Hey! 
Getcha 
stainless 
here. 

5-pIece 
place setting 
of Silhouette 
Stainless. 
$1.25 and 
a box top 
from Princt 
Elbows. 
Hurry! Hurry! 
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Interracial 

Leader ResignY 
Chicago — (RNS) — Mat 

thew Ahmann, executive dlrec 
tor of the National Catholic 
Conference for Interracial Jus
tice since its foundation in 
1960, has submitted his resig
nation. 

Mr. Ahmann's reasons for 
leaving the organization were 
"p u r e 1 y personal," the an
nouncement" said. 

U n d e r his direction, the 
NCCIJ has reached national 
and interdenominational promi
nence as the originator and 
sponsor of Project Equality, a 
nationwide effort to promote 
fair employment through the 
use of the purchasing power of 
religious institutions. 

The Chicago-based conference 
also serves 150 Roman Catholic 
human relations and urban or
ganizations, including 26 in the 
South. 

DO FALSE TEETH 
Rock, Slide or Slip? 

Don"t live In foar of false teeth 
looseninR, wobbling or dropping Just 
nt the wrong time. For more security 
nnd more cpmfort, Just sprinkle a 
l i t t l e FA8TEETH o n y o u r p l a t e s . 
PASTEETH holds false teeth firmer. 
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taste. HelpR check "denture breath.'*. 
Dentures th»nt nt arc essential to 
health. See your dentist regularly. 
Get FA8TEETH at all drug counters. 
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Deaths 

Harry J. Kelly 
Harry J . Kelly, brother of 

Father Leonard A. Kelly, pas
tor of Assumption Church of 
Fairport, died Saturday, Au
gust 3. 

Besides Father Kelly, h e is 
survived by another brother, 
Charles A . Kelly of ?Jorth Ar
lington, INew Jersey, and by 
several nieces and nephews. 

A requiem Mass was cele
brated f o r Mr. Kelly by his 
brother Leonard at St. Augus
tine's Church on Tuesday, Au
gust 6. 

Mr, Kelly was buried in Holy 
Sepulchre- Cemetery following 
the Mass. 

Margaret Callan 
Margaret E. Callan, mother 

of Father L. James Callan, chap
lain of the State Hospital in 
Rochester, died Monday, July 
29. 

Mrs. Callan left three other 
sons, John, Brian, and Phillip; 
one daughter, Mrs. Norman 
Thomas; one brother, Thomas 
McGraw; one' sister, Mrs. Eliz
abeth Barnard, both of North 
Adams, Mass.; and also eighteen 
grandchildren a n d several 
nieces and nephews. 

Father Callan celebrated the 
Requiem Mass for his mother at 
Corpus Christi on Thursday, 
August 1. 

She was buried in Holy Sep
ulchre Cemetery following the 
Mass. 

Nan Allowed Habit 
In Federal Teaching 

New Orleans—(RNS)—The 
Orleans parish (county) school 
board h a s reversed itself and 
will allow a nun to wear her 
religious habit while working 
in a U.S.-funded summer pro
gram in a public school. 

In J u r e , t h e board ruled 
tha t Sister Maria Andre would 
have to wear secular clothing 
when employed in a program 
conducted in a public school 
building. 

The nun, who teaches cal
culus courses at Loyola Uni
versity here, worked for the 
past two years in a Reading-
Enrichment-Recreation (RER) 
program, a federally financed 
program conducted by the Or
leans parish- school board. 

Roman Catholic leaders had 
termed the board's original 
decision "an ac t of unjust dis
crimination." They a l s o 
charged that the school board 

decision gave the impression 
that it was a public school ro-
gram when, because of the 
federal funding, non-public 
school educators and students 
were required "to s h a r e 
equally in the planning and 
implementation of these pro
grams." 

The motion to reverse its 
earlier action was passed by a 
3 to 2 vote of the board. It 
was worded in such a manner 
that it applied only t o sum
mer federally - funded pro
grams. 

It read "in summer pro
grams where children of both 
private and public schools are 
eligible and which are par
tially or wholly financed by 
the federal government, that 
we do permit qualified per
sons to teach i n religious 
garb, subject to the super
vision and direction of the su
perintendent and staff . . . " 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

BOOST HORNELL, — Superior Book 
Matches. Dial 1-607-324-2656. Jim 
HORM. 

BUSINESS SERVICES 
FLOORS LAID. snnded, reBnished. 

slnco 1921. Cy J. CaHemeyn, 468-
6686. 

GUTTERS. Gnlvanized-aJumlnum. Free 
estimntes. work (ruoranteel. Frank 
Strek, 328-6305. 

PLASTERING. PATOHPNG. b r i c k 
stonework. Reasonable rates. Work 
jniaiimteea, 232-1306, 23G-9252. 

ROOFING- KEPAIRS — Wind damasre. 
leaks, asphalt, slate, tile. Gilbert. 
254-7655. 

PAINTING! - PAPERHANGING. In
terior-exterior. Reasonable. FREE 
ESTIMATES. Call 4R2-637S. 654-8613 
anytime. 

ODD JOBS! Storm windows removed. 
•wnBnlnfc walls, floor wnxinit. clean-
inn mitten etc. 486-4421. 

CARTING CO., IMC. 

8 Circle Street 473-3120 

RECEIVE whie GIVING 
Yes, we will mail you a check every month for life if you invest through our 

LIFE I N C O M E M I S S I O N CONTRACT 
(A GIFT ANNUITY) 

The high rate of returns depends upon your age. 
You will help needy students to the Priesthood and our missionaries. 
You will receive an assured income for life and many spiritual 
remembrances now and after your death. 
Substantial Tax Benefits. 

An investment for LIFE and ETERNITY! c7 

Information heM in 
strict confidence. 

WRITE 
TODAY TO 

Send me information on your life lucerne (fission Contract kmnb $_ 

N a m e a : — : —_A9e -
Address : 

City . State. Zip Code-

REV. FATHER RALPH SV.D. CATHOLIC UNIVERSITIES 

316 N. MICHIGAN! / CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60601 

REASONABLE HEATING services. 
Gas-oil furnaces, expert repairs or 
Installations, power cleaning $20 
complete. Universal Heatinj? Co. 
478-MB6- 24 hrs. 

PIANO TUNING 
By experienced technician who 

.aUo-^p^ays f o r private parties, 
and teaches privately. . 

MR. GALLAGHER 
482-4061 

EMPLOYMENT 

"IMPORTANT Notion: T h e New 
York State Law Against Discrim
ination and the Federal Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 prohibit dis
crimination in employment because 
of sex unless based on a tiosa fide 
occupational qualification. Help 
Wanted and Situation Wanted ad
vertisements are arranged in col
umn captioned. "Male" a n d "Fe
male" for the convenience' of read
ers and are not intended u an 
unlawful limitation or discrimina
tion based on sex." 

HELP WANTED—MALE 

THREE POSITIONS open. Belieriou* 
Book Sales Dopt. Excellent oppor
tunity for advancement. One position, 
for person with kno-wledgre of Eng
lish and Spanish Language. Call Mr. 
Morgana for personal interview 266-
4434. Car necessary. 

HELP WANTED—FEMALE 

RELIABLE CLEANING woman wanted 
every other week. 266-5850. 

WANTED 

WANTED FOSTER Boarding Homes. 
urgently needed for Catholic Chil
dren, all ages. Telephone Monro* 
County Children's Services Division, 
442-4000. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
E0JL4ALE 

CHEVY 1959 Convertible, stick s ix . 
$100. Call 271-0780. 

>4M 
WANT AD FEATURE 

For Subscribers to 
the Courier Journal 

The Onljr Requirements Are: 
1. You Must be a Subscriber to 

The Courier Journal 

2. W a n t Ad Must Be 10 Words o r Less 

(Each Additional Words 8c) 

3. Payment Must Accompany Order 

Please Enter My W a n t Ad for 

Enclosed is $ 

Name 

Address ( 

Ci«y Zip 

^ p y : 

Weeks. 

Mail to: Courier-Journal 
W a n t A.d Dept. 
35 Scio S t 
Rochester, N.Y. 14604 
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THE PRC 
Economic J 

By Barbara Ward 

When Pope Paul asks the 
nations to adopt a sustained ; 
quate strategy for world i 
ment — with more aid, a loi 
investment' program and t ra 
cessions to the poorer nation 
adds an urgent plea that C I 
be active in all their "constitu 
business, unions, universitie 
tics, to see that such a str; 
carried out. 

And his urgency comes fror 
fectly realistic assessment c»f 
ficulties any policy of exparis 
development has to overcon 
wealthy nations do not have 
tegy. What little they have is 
off in a desultory, almost casi 

And a whole range of ob 
are raised when anyone — ir 
the Pope — suggests that, in 
justice and sheer realism, tl 
ought to be reversed. 

This year the economic as 
program of the most wealthy ' 
nation — the United States 
for the first t ime fall beloFw 
billion mark (less than 0.3%> 
or gross national product, v 
the technical term for the si 
nation's goods and services), 
take more than .easy argumei 
fessions of faith or moral api 
even from the Pope himself -
new directions for Atlantic s 

Unless specific doubts can 
pelled and cogent counter arj 
produced, the present trend I 
one way to go — and that i s 

The first and most immed 
jection is that in 1968 most 
wealthy nations are caught in 
nomic crisis which puts pres 
their balance of payments, 
run on their foreign reserves 
poses theto, to the horrendou 
bility of being cut off, fe> 

ALAYM 
Birth Contr 

. i f -if** -» - i • • . i 

By Joseph Breig 
Unless - you believe in th 

Spirit guiding the Church ai 
promised, i t is difficult to exp 
historical fact that althougl 
theologians, down through t 
turies, have uttered an a 
amount of nonsense about ; 
Church's teaching authority 
teaching, has never done so>. 

Some theologians today—: 
and professional, clerical and 
are still talking through their 
this subject, and I am af n 
continue to do so. 

They will not hear the teacl 
thority. Just as in the past t 
into a hundred forms of pui 
and jansenistic error, treati 
like a shameful weakness, xi< 
go to the opposite extreme. 

In the name of man-worn 
and "fulfillment"—conceminj 
(if the sophomores will forgl 
their understanding Is at bes 
moric—they would separate si 
God and from its power to brii 
new life. 

Were it not for the d-ai 
grievously scandalizing theii 
lectual innocence, I would re«( 
a course of study into the hi: 
the diabolical abominations ixit 
civilizations of the past — the 
and Romans, for instance^—fe 
they made contraception a 
life. 

Pope Paul has now issued h 
awaited encyclical on birth 
reaffirming the unbrok-en-teac 
the Church, as did his predi 
John XXIII, Pius XII and P i i 

The ink was hardly dry 
document when some of tit 
logiarts — insufferably dislo; 
prideful — were barking at h 
and saying that what he sai< 
matter and didn't bind anytoo 

Pope Paul foresaw that man; 
reject the Church's teaching, 
ated through him as Christ': 
There is nothing new about t! 

Uncounted Catholics sr>ui 
Church's moral guidance oxi 
and exaggerated nationalist 

Shift Father Ben 
To Lewisburg- Pri 
Lewisburg, Pa. — (RNS) -

er Philip F. Berrigan, S.; 
Thomas P. Lewis, an artist 
been transferred from the Ba 
(Md.) County Jail to the 
prison here. 

They will be ^eld here a l 
days and then taken to a m 
security U.S. prison camp a t 
wood, Pa., according to mar: 

The two anti-war spokesrnc 
sentenced in late May to prisoi 
of six years after having b>e( 
victed of destroying gove 
property. 

Charges grew out of a war 
in October 1967, when fou 
poured blood on Selective 
records in Baltimore. 


