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Tanzania Observes 

Church Centenary 
Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania — 

A week of prayer and celebra­
tions commemorated the cen 
tenary of the Catholic Church 
in this country. 

Church dignitaries from the 
Netherlands, Germany, Switzer­
land, Italy, Austria and the U.S., 
and from a number of countries 
in Africa, came to this tropical 
capital on the shores of the In­
dian Ocean to participate in 
ceremonies held to mark the ar 
rival of missioners in this part 
of Africa. 

An editorial in Tanzania's 
Sunday News listed a number 
of the results of the apostolate 
such as 2,25 million Catholics, 
a large number of schools and 
hospitals, over 400 local priests, 
but added: "What the figures 
do not reveal is the intensity 
of simple brotljerly love which 
has enabled the "Church in Tan­
zania, one of the younger 
churches of Catholicism, to be 
so successful." 
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Hollywood. — (CPF) —, The 
creation of a Negro Hopalong 
Cassidy or a colored Genu 
Autry or a black Roy Rogers 
would strike most Americans 
as nothing more than falsifying 
American history for the sake 
of racial justice. But what very 
few fans of paperback, movi 
and TV Westerns know is thai 
the Negro cowboy was shot in 
the back before he eVer had a 
chance. 

"We discovered an unimag-
ined number of Negro cowboys 
who had been dropped from 
the history of the West," re 
ported two historians, whose 
book, "The Negro Cowboys," is 
but one of several recent ef­
forts to uncover and publicize 
the lost heritage -of the Ameri­
can Negro. 

Negro cowboys "numbered 
thousands, among them many=of 
the very best riders, ropers and 
wranglers," -wrote historians 
Philip D u r l i a m and Everett 
L. Jones. "They had ridden-
through the real West, but they 
found no place in the West of 
fiction." 

Although several efforts are 
being made to put Negro cow­
boys back into the Western 
scene, among them a new TV 
series this fall that will feature 
a Negro cowboy, creators of 
such prograuns will face a 
credibility gap that has been 
produced by an unusual set of 
circumstances. 

"Ignorance of history is the 
most important reason that the 
Negro cowboy does not ride in 
fiction," Durtiam and Jones re­
ported. "And Americans have 
assumed that because Negroes 
have not been in Western fic­
tion they r«re never in the 
West."' 

Writers ano" casting directors 
have feared "that the accurate 
representation of the Negro's 
role in the opening of the West 
would paradoxically seem to be 
a falsification of history," they 
concluded. 

But there were Negro cow­
boys, some of them much more 
fiction-worthy^ than any of their 
white counterparts who made 
it into the pages of Zane Grey 
novels or the old "Republic Stu­
dios" one-rce3ers. 

There was Bill Pickett, de­
scribed by one white cattleman 
as "the groa*est sweat-and-dirt 
cowhand that over lived — bar 
none" and wiiose specialty was 
wrestling a sEcer to the ground 
by taking Its nose in his teeth; 
Thornton Biggs, who was the 
best "top harad on the Laramie 
Plains" and who "taught a 

r Bernard Held . . . 
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'69 Fur Fashions 

Otis Young will portray a Negro cowboy in a new 
TV Western. There were thousands of Negro cow­
boys in the old West, but they were erased from 

Western fiction, movies and TV series. 
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What determines the difference 
in charges for a funeral 

At Corbett Funeral Home, how much a family chooses 
to spend for a funeral service is entirely their own decision. Our position 
is simply to assist the family by providing convenient, comfortable 
surroundings. The use of our new Chapel and all of our facilities as well 
as the professional services rendered to every family is exactly the same 
in completeness, regardless of cost. The ONLY DIFFERENCE is in the 
cost o»f the casket which you yourself select. 

We invite your comparison. You'll discover here 
that the best can often cost less than elsewhere. 
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whole generation of f u t u r e 
range managers, wagon bosses 
and all-around cowpunchers the 
finer points of the range cattle 
business." 

There was Henry Clay, who 
helped Will Rogers perfect his 
roping tricks; Adam Rector, "a 
Negro who could ride and rope 
with the best;" James Beckett, 
a mpuntain man whose exploits 
"rival those of Kit Carson and 
Jim Bridger, with, both of whom 
he associated." -

Not to create^the impression 
that all Negro cowboys were 
"good guys," the first man ever 
jailed In Abilene was a Negro, 
whose trail crew, made up of 
Negroes and whites, became so 
infuriated that they snot up the 
town and staged Abilene's first 
jail break to rescue their buddy. 

Pew early histories took note 
of the cowboys' color, since a 
mixture si Negroes, white Tex-
ans and "Mexicans' was common. 
The president of the Old Time 
Trail Drivers Association once 
estimated—that between 1868 
and 1895 'tfully 35,000 men 
went up the trail with herds" 
and of this number "about one-
third were Negroes and Mexi­
cans." 

The Negro cowboy's exclusion 
from the pages of Western fic­
tion—and, subsequently, movie 
and television Westerns — is 
laid at the feet of Owen Wlster, 
whose 1902 novel, "The Vir­
ginian," Is regarded as the pro­
totype which set the pattern 
for thousands of Western .short 
stories, novels, movies' an* TV 
programs that followed. 

Wister, an" Easterner "who 
shared the racial prejudices of 
his time and class," according 
to Durham and Jones, created 
a hovel that was not so much 
anti-Negro but expressed, as did 
most of Wister's work, "an ad­
miration for the Anglo Saxon, 
for the conquering white man, 
for the noble Nordic." 

Zane Grey, a New York den 
tlst, picked up Wister's formula, 
an important part of which was 
"the Saxon pluck of the hero," 
and thus was born a white folk 
hero — the American cowboy. 

But just as Westerns have 
evolved from simple "good guy 
and bad guy" confrontations 
into what Is known as the 
"adult Western," where the 
good guy may have improper 
motives and the bag guy emo­
tional problems, the Western 
may be finally ready to give 
Ihe iNegre cowboy a fair shake. 

"Americans need to remem­
ber that the West once nearly 
approached the democracy that 
trrey are still s t r i v i n g to 
achieve," Durham and Jones 
wrote, referring to the fact that 
Negro and White cowboys 
tamed the American frontier by 
working together. 

Society for Blind 
ITxpanJslSeTvices 

New York — (NC) — The 
Xavier Society for the Blind, 
which operates the National 
Catholic Press and Library for 
the Visually Handicapped here, 
has launched its-* program of 
b r i n g i n g current Catholic 
periodicals on cartridge-type 
cassettes to the blind through­
out the U.S. and Canada. 

The Society, in addition to 
providing the visually handl 
capped with taped periodicals, 
is expanding its program to pro­
vide library books on the newly 
developed -cassette tape cart­
ridge. 

Six Catholic periodicals — 
three weeklies (America, Ave 
Maria and the National Regis­
ter) — were selected. 

How to write a check 
for a great vacation 
when your balance 
isn't big enough to send 
a postcard home! 
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up to $5,000 by writing yourself a check. 
Here's how Security Trust makes a great vacation possible for our regular and 

special 10c checking account customers: 
We open a personal line of credit for you . . . from $500 to $5000. You may then 

write personal checks for amounts up to the total of your checking account 
balance, plus any or all of your Ready-Line Credit. As repayments are made, 

your line of credit is restored. 
^e^if^anceHfrotrvwaTit tcrgortcrtrT^mooTTtBlnsror a~sTJnny^dTTtfWri "Beach"; 

and your checking account balance falls short of estimated expenses 
write a check for the full amount. This will automatically activate your 

line of credit to cover payment of the check. 
Simple? Yes! Convenient, tool 

As a bonus, your Ready-Line Credit/Check 
Guarantee Card lets you cash personal 
checks up to $100 each at almost any 

establishment you care to name.. . 

because Security Trust guarantees them! 
The cost? Not a penny! Until you make 
use of the automatic borrowing feature. 

Send coupon for application—or pick up 
one at any Security Trust office. 
r , . _ 
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TRUST CO. 
SB C O N V E N I E N T OFF-ICES TO SER\>E YOU 

Security Trust Company 
Ready-Line Credit/Check Guarantee Dept. 
Corner East Main and Water Streets 

lJm interested! Please send details on 
Ready-Line Credit/Check Guarantee Card. 
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