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Tales of the Rochester Diocese

/This is another off the special centennial year articles that are being written for the
COURIER JOURNAL by Father McNamara, author of the
new diocesan history, THE
DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER,
1868-1968.
By FATHER ROBERT
McNAMARA
When a person does research on a subject like the
Diocese of Rochester, he naturally encounters a numher
of historic personalities, and
.of historical anecdotes, both
true and apocryphal, which,
• cannot easily be incorporated
into a general historical narrative. Some of these persons
and some o f these tales deserve mention, however. So .
we shall devote t h e present
column to a few "tales of the
Rochester Diocese."
• • •
That native American Protestants often took a stand of
opposition t o immigrant Catholics in the 19th Century is
a matter of record. What
should not b e forgotten, however, is that many Protestant
Americans made gestures of
genuine friendliness and helpfulness towards Catholic newcomers. Especially i n smaller
communities in t h e present
Rochester Diocesan area, Protestants frequently made generous contributions towards
the building of C a t h o l i e
churches.
At Watkins, it was a Protestant lawyer, George Ed-war
Quin, who, in 1845, organized
the Catholics and negotiated
the purchase of a former
Protestant church for their
use. Attorney Quin wrote to
the coadjutor bishop of New
York, John McCloskey, announcing the purchase and
asking counsel on further procedure. He referred to himself as a "heretic." but he
nevertheless requested that
^he-church-be-ealled-after- the
" Blessed Virgin. That is how
the church of St. Mary of the
Lake—the original church, on
the Watkins hillside —- came
into being.
A "heretic," perhaps, Bishop McCloskey called Quin in
his letter of tharOcs, butt' a
heretic w i t h a "Catholic
heart." It is true that when he
took the step of buying the
church, it was Quin's friendly
gesture to the Catholic Kernan family of Wayne, N.Y.,
into which he was about to
marry.
It is true also that while
Quin's mother was from the
old New England Wolcott
family, his father was a nonpracticing Catholic- NonetheK less, > Quin had been raised
outside the faith of his father.
Bishop McCloskey .wrote to.
Quin, "I still pray that God
may one day bless you with
that faith which was the faith
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CHAD: 1 Doctor for 73,000
United Nations, N.Y. —
(RNS) — UNICEF'S role in
Africa is making the«-most of
limited man (and woman)
power. And the Republic of
Chad is a good example.

FATHER COMEY

Lying in the very heart of
the dark continent, landlocked, this desert country of
three million people, 700
miles from the sea, faces
formidable manpower problems, especially in the field
of health services.

RICHARD PR.ATT

many germs and too little
water.
Thus, UNICEF is aiding,
with stipends and equipment,
the National Nursing School
in the capital city of Fort
Lamy. An Austrian medical
team i s attacking smallpox
tuberculousis.
There has been considerable headway in the fight
against leprosy. Families of

the victims are no longer considered as outcasts.
Yaws, leprosy, trachoma and
other diseases gain a foothold
during the long period of
heavy rains, floods and high
humidity. Environmental sanitation projects are the answer,
and UNICEF has spent $500,000 for water pumps, sewer
systems, storage tanks, and
latrines.
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Right now, there is only
one doctor for every 73,000
people. Only one of the physicians is a native of Chad.
There is only one qualified
A Movement for at Better usually employs a fceam —- at midwife in the entire country
World Retreat is scheduled Canandaigua, Father John M. —and she i s not active in the
Aug. 25 to 31 at the Notre Dame Comey, S.J., and Richard Pratt field because she is trying
Retreat House in Canandalgua. —for its week-long closed ses- to teach others. Even here
sion.
there is a problem because
A retreat for married couples
of slow educational progress
also i s scheduled Aug. 2 to 4. The retreat differs from tra- — there are still very few
ditional exercises b y bringing
The Movement for a Better together all the vocations with- young women available for
World aims to improve relations in the Church and b y seeking training, even in the most
between members o f the human personal renewal in t h e Hg3it of basic medicine.
family through respectful dia- Christion community.
The United Nations Chillogue and t o encourage men to
dren's Fund (UNICEF) and
live as brothers because they
Applications for either- re- the World Health Organizaare sons of God.
treat should be sent to Notre tion are helping Chad to imIn giving its "Retreat of the Dame Retreat House, Box 274, plement a long-range program
to improve its existing health
Christian Community," MBW Canandaigua, 14424.
services. These are hardpressed because of the many
contagious tropical diseases,
described by observers as being carried principally by too
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