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Education 
Get 'Brassily Practical,' Churches Told 
Uppsala, Sweden— (RNS)— A 

speaker at the Fourth Assembly 
. of the World Council of Church­

es here called on the Churches 
to get "brassily practical" in 
their approach to education. 

Dr. Theodore A. Gill noted 
that the church is not in control 
of the educational explosion 
marked by student eruptions on 
campuses all over the world. 
But the church can and must, 
he said, bring its "ancient ex­
pertise, and some good people 
and some relic resources" to a 
joint effort with professional 
educators to understand and 
utilize aspects of the develop­
ment. 

Dr. Gill, a former seminary 
president who is a clergyman 
of the United Presbyterian 
Church (USA), has for the past 
two years guided a special study 
on educational developments for 
the World Council's Joint Study 
Commission on Education. 

"Though the c-hurch was in 
early on education, we come 
late to the current phenome­
non," Dr. Gill said. 

He drew a mind picture 'of 
"a chart, a great circle round 
as the world, with wedged sec­
tions representing the various 
departments of human enter­
prise, with racing activity some­
how portrayed in each, all aim­
ing at, moving on the center." 

The center, he added, is "not 
the church, as it might once 
have been, not government as 
it often has been, not the in­
dustrial complex as others today 
might claim — the center is 
education. . . . 

"Let us be clear, though . . . 
we will be of no use to anyone 
or anything if our main new 
address to education is another 
expression of "concern.' . . . 
Committee • sized, consultation -
length evidences of concern are 
about the biggest rat-hole our 
precious financial sand gets 
pounded down in the Churches." 

Neither, he continued, sliouTd 
there be efforts to develop "a 
theology of education" or time 
wasted on "heralding the co­
operating with Roman Catholics, 
tial in our education operation, 
as another 'first' in Roman Cath­
olic- Protestant - Orthodox rela­
tions. . . . 

"Especially, let us not set up 
•a desk or an office, get it co­
operating with Ronian Cotholics, 
and then go into a long effort to 
establish our specific motiva­
tion for work in this field." 

Describing the student rebel­
lion around the world as the 
"explosion within an explosion," 
Dr. Gill said: 
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'On the campuses a genera­
tion erupted, an important 
piece of society let fly. The pro­
test might have begun on the 
field of general education, but 
it was a wild shout, a rough 
rejection of education in gen­
eral, of everything taken for 
granted by all the elements now 
moulding people, coercing so­
ciety, determining the future." 

While immediate student up­
risings might be contained, he 
said, they will not be contained 
finally. He cited a significant 
"subterranean seething," which 
has come to view through tne 
students but which also exists 
"in many places other than the 
universities — some homes, foi 
instance, and some offices." 
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