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'Rosemary's Baby!:.. And Its Anti - Christian Message 

Mrs. 
Smith 

(The COURIER - JOURNAL 
prints the following com­
mentary on "C" movie cur­
rently playing in area theaters 
because s e c u 1 a r reviewers 
have missed i ts anti-Christian 
implications. This piece should 
grve readers an understand­
ing of why the National Cath­
olic Film Office has con­
demned it.) 

New York—In 1950, a film 
which many thought ridiculed 
the Incarnation was .strongly 
condemned by the old Lotion 
of Decency. It was called "The 
Miracle." When the U.S. .Su­
preme Court upheld the film, it 
cleared the way for motion 
pictures to handle once-forbid­
den subjects and themes. 

Now a more liberal National 
Catholic Office for Motion Fie 
tures has condemned "Rose­
mary's Baby," which is beiriK 
touted in the show-business 
press as "the ultimate test us 
to whether NCOMP has retained 
any- of its legendary economy 
power" over the movie industry. 

"The Miracle" starred Anna 
Magnani as a feeble-minded 
peasant who imagines that she 
has been made pregnant by St. 
Joseph. It was attacked by the 
Legion of Decency as "a sacri­

legious and blasphemous mock­
e ry of Christian and religious 
truth." | 

"Rosemary's Baby" is about 
a pair o»7 young newlyweds <Mia! 
Farrow and John Cassavetes) 
who move into an old apartment 
hfflusc tha t turns out to b e the 
headquarters of a group of 
devil-woi-shippers. Satan h a s de­
cided, according to these people, 
that it i s time for the Devil to 
have a son, and—unbeknownst 
t o Rosemary (Miss Farrow) — 

!her husband makes a pact with 
t h e devil-worshippers, giving Sa­

l t a n the use of her body in 
exchange for success in his 
career a s an actor. 

In an erotica Hy staged parody 
o f religious ceremonies and per­
sons, the drugged half-conscious. 
Rosemary is forced to have in-j 
tercourse with Satan. There is' 
n o mistake about the deliberate! 
religious, allegory when the 
devil-worshippers greet her vvithj 
cries of "Hail, Rosemary" andi 
when one of them informs herj 
that she was chosen from among 
a l l women for the honor of 
bearing Satan's ehild. 

NCOMP condemned "Rose­
mary's Baby" for "the perverted 
u s e which the film makes of 
fundamental Christian beliefs, 

especially in the events sur­
rounding t h e birth of Christ, 
and i t s mockery of religious 
persons and practices." 

(NCOMP added that several 
prolonged s c e n e s of nudity 
would themselves have brought 
the film a "Condemned" rating.) 

In Burlington, Vt., Bishop 
Robert F. Joyce, in a front­
page notice in the official dioc­
esan newspaper, asked Catholics 
t o avoid "Rosemary's Baby" as 
"unusually undesirable and un­
satisfactory fare." "As an act 
of decency and an act of faith, 
I ask our people and all people 
not to show, advertise or attend 
this picture," Bishop Joyce said. 

Moira Walsh, a long-time con-
suitor for the Catholic film 
office, said in her "America" 
Magazine fHm column that she 
thought the "Condemned" rat­
ing represented to her "a sub­
jective, narrowly sectarian ap-, 
proach" toward the film. But 
s h e said later in an interview 
that s h e was more concerned 
that t h e secular film critics 
have al l hat Ignored the theo­
logical implications of the film. 

Most secular critics have 
praised "Rosemary's Baby" as a 
Hitchcock-type thriller. 

Miss Walsh said: "It 's a kind 
of irresponsible movie, in fact, 
if you don't take it as anything 
more than a Hitchcock-type 
movie. My question is, what 
effect will the 'C have on 
people who do not find ;t dis­
tasteful?" This last was a ref­
erence to some viewers who 

'were so caught up with the' 
"suspense" of the film that they 
completely missed all or most of 
the elements of the film that 
NCOMP regarded as "defama­
tory." i 

i 

One secular critic who did not 
miss the theological implications 
of "Rosemary's Baby" was| 
Charles Champlain of "The Los 
Angeles Times," who listed the 
various arguments being pre-l 
sen ted on behalf of the film1 

and then proceeded to tear them1 

down. 

The main theological argu­
ments on behalf of the film are 
that (1) it does present evil 
and Satan as real, something 
unusual for a modern-day film; 
(2) since Satan is envious of 
God and envy begets imitation, 
the parallels between the events 
of "Rosemary's Baby" and I he 
Immaculate Conception and In-1 

carnation are to be expected, | 
and (3) the film can be seen as. 

a comment on the loss of faith 
and spirituality in a materialis­
tic society.. ' 

Cliamplin nevertheless found 
it "a most desperately sick and 
obscene motion picture. . ,. 
And the horror is that it pre­
sumes we a re too indifferent 
to perceive what its horrors 
really are." Champlain said the 
film "implies a kind of semi-
atheism in which only Satan 
has survived, and . . the film 
does not simply argue that evil 
exists; it argues, grinning, that 
evil triumphs." 

In a review of "Rosemary's 
Baby," the official paper of the 
Los Angeles Archdiocese, "The 
Tidings," said: "This Paramount 
Polanksi blasphemy is also clear 
evidence of the suicidal sickness 
o i the movie industry, which 
has gone beyond taste, beyond 
entertainment; beyond reason, 
in plumbing t h j whole range of 
depravity, lust, perversion and 
aberration. 

"Not even a sense of curiosity 
should tempt anyone to see this 
film: to avoid it is a resound 
ing affirmation of loyalty to 
God and morality." 

(Catholic Press Features) 

Wednesday is Prince 
Spaghetti Cay... 
it wouldn't bo 
Wednesday 
without it. 

PRODUCT 

f When it's time 
^fo remember,' 
powers belong 

254-8055 

JaJbuIouA 

JLOIVQAA 

167 RIDGE RD. W. 
opposite KodaJt Pari 

SWING INTO 
SUMMER 

New Big Polaroid 

Swinger—Less than $25 

Alto see the complete 
Polaroid line at Hahn's 

N 
U Photo Center 

A 308 Driving Park Av«. 

| | Phon* 254 -6705 
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Public Christian 
Schools Voted 

Munich—(RNS) — Bavarians 
voted 3 to 1 for a constitutional 
change that would make inter­
denominational "Christian com­
munity schools" the only form 
of public elemenlary education 
in Bavaria. 

Father Winterroth: 
50 Years a Capuchin 

SINCE 1852 

Neighborhood youngsters look on as Thomas 
Gcrstner puts poster annu>uncing the Arts Festival 
sponsored by the Unified Pastoral Apostolate in 
conjunction with the Holy Family Theatre in the 
window of Klier Pharmacy. The festival, to be 
held Aug. 11 from 2 to 8 p.m. in the Holy Family 
School courtyard, offers prizes in the fields of 
painting, photography, sculpture, crafts, music, 
dance and drama. Highlight of the day-long pro­
gram will be the presentation of a modern rendi­
tion of a New Testament story by 6th, 7th and 8th 
graders In Holy Family Church Itself at 8 p.m-. 
For applications for entry into the competitions, 
write the UPA, 46 Loriimer St., Rochester 14608. 

_ Ljist^week the Rev.. Seraphim 
Winterroth, superior of the fri­
ary at Interlaken, celebrated 
his 50th anniversaiy as a Ca­
puchin. Four priests from New 
York City and Springfield, 
Mass., concelebrated with him, 
and the Capuchin seminarians 
from Hudson, New Hampshire, 
sang,the-Mass, accompanied by 
guitars. 

Father Winterroth joined the 
Capuchin Order in 1918. After 
studies in philosophy and theol­
ogy in Wisconsin, he was or-

'daincd in 1925. For 19 years he 
;has been a local superior in a 
parish in New York City, at a 
Cheyenne Indian Mission in 
Montana, at the Capuchin Sem­
inary in Garrison, N.Y., at St. 
Francis Chanel in Providence, 
R.I., and at Interlaken. 

Three times he was on the 
Provincial Council, for a period 
of 10 vcars, >nd once he held 

the. office of Provincial, the 
highest post in the New York-
New England Province. 

SPRING LAKE 
BEACH 
NEW JERSEY 

Two miles of beautiful white sandy 
beaches on the Atlantic Ocean. 

FOR 
INFORMATION & BROCHURES 

WRITE P. O. BOX 405 
SPRING LAKE (BACH, N. J . 07762 
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"YOUR INDEPENDENT AGENT" 

EGBERT F. ^/fAhleu^ Jrndurcince 

30O FIRST FED. BLDG. Phone 546-2620 

Wrestling Camp 

Planned at Mooney ?(icki. 

FOAM Cushions 
(Cut To Size) 

BOAT a n d C A M P MATTRESSES 
Howard 's FABRICS a n d F O A M 

519 Ridcj* RrJ E. "lAO 0 7 0 0 A ° p , n D a i l v 

B»+. S t n » c a 1 H u d i o n • •J'**-*' *V w j , , , T u „ . * Thun. 

CLOSED SATURDAY DURING JULY 1 AUGUST 

The Third annual Cardinal'1 

Mooney 'Wrestling Camp, under, < 
t h e direction of Coach Jim Cun-|_J 
ninKham. will be held this year 
from Au£4 5 to 29. Sessions will 
\H' Monday, Wednesday an<l| 
Thursday i-venings from 7 to1 

8.30 p.m. 

All sessions, will be at Cardi­
na l Mooney Hmgti School, 300 
Maiden I,line. Hoys. a«e 12 to 
17. are elujihle to attend. Regis­
tration will lake place on -Aug. 
!"> ;\t 7 p r*i Cost of tuition is $20. 

Home Heating Inc. 

171-9071 271-4650 

C. F. Jc 

MOVING AMERICA 
IS OUR BUSINESS 

' " T \ Agmt tor 
l-^MnoitW AMIRICAN 
\Z*sVANLines 

GEORGE M. CLANCY 
CARTING CO., INC. 

8 Circle Street 473-3120 

FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS 
Pl«dgtd To: Quality Standards 

Dignity in Service 
tgrity in Business 
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I Haubner & Stallknecht 
I F U J N E R A L HOME, INC. 
B EDWARD E. HAUBNER SARTO W. STALLKNECHT 
§j ROBERT P. ZIMMER 

j 828 JAY ST. 328-2323 
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PAUL W , HARRIS 
FUNERAL HOME 

AIR COND. OFF STREET P/VRKINO 
954 CLIFFORD AVE. 544-2041 

A. G. BONSIGNORE CO. 
Over 40 Years of Dedicated Service to the Community 

A Trusted Name for 

MONUMENTS 
Call for ART Bonsfgnore for ART in stone 

• — — • — • • CALL 458-5301 H M ^ M 

GALLE MONUMENTS 
1481 Lake Ave., Rochester, N. Y. 

• Western N.Y.'i Only 
Complete Manufacturer 

• A Reputation Fw Honesty 
and Fair Dealing 

• 9«ollty Workmanship and 
Materials 

• Original Designs 
• Open DaliyCJfvmingt By 

Appointment 
• For Appointment At Our 

Studio Or Your Home 

CALL 458-5302 
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Deaths 
Frank Eaton 

A requiem Muss was celebrat­
ed July II at Holy Cross for 
Frank /Vllen Kuton of Beach 
Avenue, who died July 6 in 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 

Mr. Katon was a captain of 
ordnance* in World War II. He 
leaves h i s widow, Mabol Perdue 
Eaton,_a»id a brother, J. Ken­
neth Raton of Newark. 

Covenant Church 
Backs S.C.L.C. 

ChlcnBW — (RNS) — A state­
ment on the national crisis by 
t h e Evangelical C o v e n a n t 
\Tr?niTtr -of- America declared 
that, "wlien the rights of God's 
children are concerned, there 
is no place for simple modera­
tion or even acceptance." 

The &r>,000-meml>er denomi­
nation's General Conference 
supported the Southern Chris­
tian Leadership Conference as 
" the most effective available 
non-violent means for achieving 
a greater measure of justice for 
black people and other minor­
i t y groups." 

\ 

SUNNYCREST 
QUALITY CONCRETE VAULTS 

U.S. DEFT, of COMMERCE I96I 

88.4% 
OF ALL BURIAL VAULTS 
SOLD IN AMERICA ARE 

OF CONCRETE 
VALLEY VAULT INC. , ROCHESTER 

SUNMYCREST INC. AUBURN 
Through Uadlng Funiral Directors 

What determines the differance 
in charges (or a funeral 

At Corbctt Funeral Home, how much a family chooses 
to spend for a funeral service is entirely their own decision. Our position 
is simply to asutt the family hy providing convenient, comfortable 
surroundings. The use of our new Chapel and all of our facilities as well 
as the professional services rendered to every family is exactly the same 
in completeness, regardless of cost. The ONLY DIFFERENCE is in the 
cost of the casket which you yourself select. 

4& 
CORBETT 

W e imiic your (omp.irison. You'll discover here 

lh.it ihe host ian often COM less than elsewhere. 

ROCHESTER'S MOST GRACIOUS FUNERAL HOME, 109 WEST AVE., 235-20OO 

END MARKET UNCERTAINTIES 

E N J O Y 
A SECURE AND DEFINITE INCOME FOR LIFE 

on your investments through our 

MISSION CONTRACT 
( A G I F T A N N U I T Y ) 

YOU WILL RECEIVE A CHECK EVERY MONTH 
Substantial Tax Benefits. <J 

FOR FURTHER 

DETAILS TO " 5 C3> 

Send me information on your Life Income Mission Contract Ammt: $_ 

Name : Age 

Address. 

City .State Zip Code. 

First Mass 
Father Douglas C. Hoffman, 

son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Hoffmanr—Gravel-—Roadf—West 
Webster, will offer a Mass of 
Thanksgiving July 24 a t 4 p.m. 
in St. Rita's Church, West 
Webster. 

Father Hoffman is a graduate 
of t h e former St. Andrew's and 
St. Bernard's Seminaries, and 
the North American College in 
Vatican City. He was ordained 
last December in Rome. 

Mother General Elected 

Cragsmoor, N.Y.-(NC)—Sis­
ter Annmarie Chiusano was 
elected major c o o r d i n a t o r 
(mother general) of the Daugh­
ters of Mary, Healtn of the 
Sick, at a general chapter here 
at Vista Maria, the congrega­
tion's motherhouse. She will 
serve a three-year term. 

ST. THOMAS MORE 
Education for the 'Whole Man" 
College prep for boys, grades 9-12. Con 
ducted by Catholic laymen. Special 
attention to improving study habits de 
veloping potential abU ities. 
• Small classes, 4 days a week 
• Weekly tests • Supervised study 
• Individualized remedial programs 
• Compulsory help for under-achievers 
100 acres on shores of Gardner Lake. 
Excellent facilities. Daily physical train 
.ng. Jesuit chaplain. Also summer schoo' 
and separate one-year post-graduate 
division. Catalog: 

James J. Hanrahan, Headmaster 
Colchester, Connecticut 06415 
Telephone: 203M8-9244 

VWMMT A © 
m 

Phone 454-7050 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

PILGRIMAGE TO ShrineB in Canada: 
St. Joseph's Oratory, Our Lady of 
Cape. Ste. Anne de Beaupre, Mary, 
Queen of Al l Hearts. Leavimr Aug­
ust 4, 1968 returning August n t h . 
For information write, Mrs. Caroline 
H Giitlio 106 Wesley Avenue, Hor-
nell. N.Y. 14843. Phone 324-621B. 

The newest paint store in Canandaigua 
is the Finger Lakes Paint Co.. Inc., 
232 S. Main Street (formerly Canan­
daigua Motors Building). Complete 
line of interior and exterior paint by 
Bisonite. Complete line ol wall cover­
ing. Everything for your painting 
needs. Store hours—7 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Open Thurs. and Fri. evenings until 
1 p.m. 

HELP WANTED—FEMALE 
- ^ 

QUALIFIED ELEMENTARY teachers 
in the Bath. Corning. Elmira areas. 
Write Catholic Schools Office, 50 
Chestnut Street, Rochester 14604. 

BABYSITTER: Two school-aRe chil­
dren, housekeeping duties. Mon.-Fri. 

—^180-5:30.—fMttsford j>ff~Max«h_ Rd. 
near Bushnell's Basin. Car required. 
Liberal benefits. Call 686-6863. 

HELP W A N T E D — 
MALE or FEMALE 

BUSINESS SERVICES 

FLOORS LAID, sanded, ronnlshed, 
Blnco 1921. Cy J. Calleroeyn, 468-
6G85. 

GUTTERS, Galvanlred-aluminum. Free 
eatlmntes, work aruaranteel. Frank 
Streb, 328-6306. 

PIANO TUNING by experienced tech 
nlcian. AIBO plays and teaches piano 
lessons. 482-4061, Mr. Gallniiher. 

PLASTERING. PATCHING, b r i c k 
stonework. Reasonable rates. Work 
guaranteed. 232-1306. 235-9252. 

ROOFING REPAIRS — Wind damage, 
leaks, asphalt, slate, tile. Gilbert, 
254-1666. 

PAINTING - PAPERHANGING. In­
terior - exterior. Reasonable. FREE 

.ESTIMATES. Call 402-6376. 66^8613 
anytime. 

ODD JOBS: Storm windows removed, 
wnahlng wails, floor wuxing, clean­
ing gutters etc. 436-4421. 

REASONABLE HEATING services. 
Gns-oll furnaces, expert repairs or 
Installations, power cleaning $20 
complete. Universal Heating Co. 
473-2666 24 hrs. 

EMPLOYMENT 

"IMPORTAJNT Notice: The New 
York State Lnw Atrninst Discrim­
ination nnd the Federnl Civil 
Rightfi Act of 1961 prohibit dis­
crimination in employment because 
of sex unless bnsed on a honn fide 
occurntionrU qualification. Help 
Wanted and Situation Wanted ad­
vertisements nro arrnnfred in col­
umn captioned "Male" and "Fe­
male" for the convenience of rend­
ers and are not intended an nn 
unlawful limitation or discrimina­
tion based on sex." 

HELP WANTED—MALE 
MEAT CUTTER — Experienced, full 

time, no Sunday-Holiday. Benefits. 
DiPalma's Circle Mkt., 1219 Lyell 
Avenue. 

GENERAL OFFICE 
Good pay. Excellent benefit plans. 
Good working conditions, interest­
ing and varied work—some typing 
and teletype. 

ATLANTIC-RICHFIELD CO. 
Mr. Motill 25V8282 or 235-4058 

WANTED 

WANTED FOSTER Boarding Homes, 
urgently needed for Catholic Chil­
dren, all aires. Telephone Monroe 
County Children's Services Division. 
442-4000. 

CAMPERS—TRAILERS 

. TRAVEIO 
MOBILE HOMES 

COVERED W A G O N 
FRANKLIN 

TRAVELMASTER 
SWISS COLONY 
(All Gold Seal) 
Traval Trailers 

Official Inspection Station 

CASTOR-SPINK 
TRAILER SALES 
1029 RIDGE RD. 
WEBSTERj N . Y. 

• 7 I - I 7 U 

MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALE 

SWIMMING POOL Above itround. 
Redwood. Will Bell for balance due 
of $849, or tako over payments pf 
J21.43 per month. Call 473-4399. 

$89.00 VALUE Human Hnlr Wi(rs— 
WHOLESALE $16.60 each. Two for 
$27.50. Any color. Money back Kuar-
antee. Send S3.00 on C.O.D. orders 
to: DISCOUNT, 102 W. Sedgwick, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

GREEN SECTIONAL davenport, srray 
swivel rocker, blonde tables. Reason­
able 467-8737. 

HELP WANTEDT— FEMALE 

REV. FATHER RALPH S.V.D. CATHOLIC UNIVERSITIES 

316 N. MICHIGAN / CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 6 0 6 0 1 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 
"No More Pencils, N o More Books" 

We'd like to suggest applying your 
educational background at 

CONNECTICUT 
MUTUAL LIFE 

after graduation. You may find a re­

warding position with us as a 

CLERK-TYPIST 

TYPIST 

GENERAL CLERK or FIGURER 

In addition to earning a competitive 
salary, you will also be eligible for a 
complete benefit program, plus free 
parking and financial assistance for 
job related studies. 

We are interviewing now! Why don't 
you and some of your friends stop in 
to see us here soon? Asylum Street 
exit on East - West Highway (1-84) 
ends at foot of Garden Street. Parking 
available in front driveway. Or Ashley 
and Palm and Ashley buses stop in 
front. 

CONNECTICUT MUTUAL 
LIFE INSURANCE CO. 

140 Garden Street, Hartford 
Blue chip in all regards since 1846 

A N EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 

lh.it

