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By THARAKAN ANNIYIL
Less than 20 years ago, a
very remarkable Loreto nun
started a new congregation to

work ' for the poor in the
slums of Calcutta.f

Today, Mother Teresa, a
frail little woman o 57,
wearing a sari with a blue
border and a cross at the
shoulder, has about 22 houses
in India caring for the poor.

‘These houses run dispen-
saries, schools, commercial
classes for the poor, shelters
for the abandoned children,
the homes for the dying des-
titutes and colonies for the
lepers.

Mother Teresa began her

work for the poor of Cal-  "

cutta in a derelict building
close to the temple of Kali
(Hindu goddess of destruc-
tion and fertility). The first
day, she picked up more than
20 children.

The next day, there were
41 and she jotted down in
her diary: “Those who were
not clean, 1 washed at the
tank., We'd catechism after
the first lesson on hygiene
and then reading. We used
the ground as a blackboard.
All children were happy.”

On December 28, 1948, the
Vatican approved her new or-
ganization: Missionary Sisters
of Charity.

That was the beginning of
one of the most dynamic so-
cial work projects ever set
up in India, with results now
being studied by government
officials and welfare organi-
zations at home and abroad.

Impressed by her work, the
government of Ceylon has in-
vited Mother Teresa to take
over work formerly done by
7~ foreign missionaries who
“have recently been expelled
from the country. She has
also accepted the invitz:\tionQ
of the Bishop of Barquisi
meto, Venezuela, to work
among the poor of his coun-
try. The diocese of Brooklyn
in the U.S.A. has undertaken
to support this new commu-
nity in South America.

The Dying Destitutes

The most remarkable of
Mother Teresa's undertakings

s
'

In her Nirmal Hriday (Home for the dying destitmates) Bhavan in Calcutta, Mother Teresa is seen
teaching a dying old womaan how to meet her Lord.

is Nirmal Hriday—the Home
for the Dying Destitutes.
Caste or creed doesn't come
in the way of her charity.
“It doesn't matter that they
are not of my faith” said
Mother Teresa ‘“To us -they
are all Christ in disguise.”

Once Mother Teresa brought
to her Nirmal Hriday a Brah-
min who was on the verge of
death from starvation. His
eyes were clouded with fa-
tigue and there -were deep
furrows of pain at the cor
ners of his mouth; his wvoice
was hollow and hardly audi
ble. Mother Teresa offered
him some Indian sweets.

“No, Mother, thank you"
he mumbled, declining the
offer. “That is the meal of
the rich” Afler a while, the
Brahmin fell innto a coma,
then dropped off to the long,

--quiet sleep. of death,

“I've seldom experienced
the presence of Christ so pow-
erfully as I sat beside this
dying Brahmin,” Mother
Teresa told latex.

.“As his quivering, sweating
body lay on the mattress, it
was so clearly Christ who lay
there. As the Brahmin drew
close to desth, I felt the
sirength of Christ come out
from him, assuring us that

He would let us continue to
do this wonderful work of
serviﬂg Him in His own
poer.

“The people who die in
Mother Tercsa’s Nirmal Hri-
day die so peacefully, so
serenely. Mother Teresa
teaches them to live for a
purpose in life, makes them
feel they are somebody; that
they are wanted.

“The biggest disease to-
day,” confides Mother Teresa,
“is not leprosy or tubercu-
losis, but rather the feeling
of being unwanted, uncared
fox, and deserted by every-
hody. The greatest evil is

Former Italian villa now seminary

Finger Lakes
Shrines Honor
Many Saints

The Shrines of the Finger
Lakes are on the east side of
Lake Seneca on L.ochland Road
near Geneva. They are part of
the Immaculate Heart of Mary.
a Capuchin seminary.

Dedicated in 1959, the shrines
honor Our Lady of Fatima, St
Josephr, St. Anne and also saints
who died in their teens, such
as St. Aloysius, St. Agnes, St.
Maria Goretti and St. Domenic
Savio.

Focal point is a statue of
Christ, flanked by statues of the
12 apostles. A cross is formed
by the pathway between the sta-
tions of the cross.

The seminary was born in
1948 when the Capuchin Fathers
bought a 12-acre estate, includ-
ing a three-story Italian villa.
The Fathers are of the Italian-
American Custodia, Order of
Friar’s Minor Capwuchin.

Rabbi Upholds Mixed Ma rriage Bans

Fallshurg — (RNS) — The
president of the Rabbinical
Council of America, an Ortho-
dox body, has denounced pro-
posed relaxations of mixed mar-
riage laws as *“detrimental to
the survival and viability of
Jewry,”

Rabbi Pesach Z. Levovitz
made his remarks in a presiden
tial address to the Council’s an-
nual meeting here. He assailed
the position recommended by
the Jewish Reconstructionist
Foundation, that children of a

ered Jewish, provided their par-

bringing. -

Rabbi levovitz told members
of the Council, the largest Or-
thodox rabbinical body in the
U.S,, that acceptance of the Re
constructioist position “would
flout the entire tradition “of

Judaism.™

“The sole result of this Re.
constructionist idea,” Rabbi Lev-
ovitz asseried, “is to bring about
an increasing rat¢ of intermar-

non-Jewish mother be consid-

riage and assimilation in the

ents see 1o their religious up-

| Jewish community.”
~—The—-Recortstruetionist --move

NCORT Head
Discusses Role

New York—(NC)-—"We have
bheen charged with two respon-
sibilities by the U.S. bishops,”

Jsald Charles E, Reilly Jr., exec-

utive director of the National
Catholic Office for Radio and
Television.

“One is to be a liaison be-
tween the bishops and the
broadcasting industry. We are
the contact for the broadcasting
industry when they want to
approach the official Church,
when they want to get the
Church's position on many of

casting is interesfed in these
days.

“Second is assisting the dioc-
esann radio and television direc-
tors. This assistance is linked
primarily at the diocesan level.

The National Catholic Office
for Radio and 'Television was
established by the US. bishops
in late 1965. Bishop John A.
Donovan of Toledo is episcopal
chairman of the office. Father
Dorrald F. X. Connolly, who had
beenn associate director of the
Miami radio and television of-
fice, is coordinator of the pro-
gram.

The importance of their work
to assist diocesan directors may
be highlighted by NCORT's
estiTnate that in 1968 the Catho-
lic Church will receive $30
million of free time for tcle-
vision alone (*‘pmblic service”
time).

"The real future,” Reilly said,
“is going to be with the local
station.” He feels that “the
positive good in Catholic Church
subjects has nit been projected
properly, in my opinion, or suf-
ficlently. What we have to do
is get the kind of people and
kind of money it takes to do
the job in a first class fashion.”
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the absence of love and char-
ity, the terrible indiffcrence
towards one's neighbor whe
lies at the roadside assaulted
by exploitation, corruption,
poverty, and disease.”

Mother Teresa has today
forty-one leprosy clinics with
more than 28,000 patients. Of
the seven million lepers in
the world, it is reliably esti-
mated that India has 2,000,
000 out of a total population
of 500 million. This means
statistically one out of every
250 persons you come across
in India has leprosy.

Indian slums breed lep-
rosy more than_a_nyghing else, -

said Mother Teresa. These
are areas without water, with-
out sanitation, without school
or medical assistance. There
are 3,000 officially desig-
nated slums in the space-
starved city of Calcutta aline
with its population of over
eight million,.

Their slogan: #We want
the unwanted ” has echoed
throughout the Indian slums
and brought the missionaries’
leprosaria a steady stream of
vacant-eyed, idle, unfortu-
nate men, women and chil-
dren, who previously had no
place in society.

Some had not eaten a meal
for days; others had not
bathed in weeks; all had bod.
ies withered from malnutri-
tion. The Sisters attend to
them: washing their disfigur-
ed faces, cleaning the scaly
scabs, dressing the puirid
sores, bathing the deformed
and wasted limbs,

The Unwanted Children

Shishu Bhavan—the . Home
for the Unwanted Children —
is another of Mather Teresa’s
widely known projects. She
has eleven such homes in
various parts. of India with

\al'l Christ in Disguise

more than 8,000 children liv:~

in in them. Add to thess, a
Boys’ Town in Bengal, built
after the paltern of the late
Father Flanagan's Boys’ Town
in Omaha, Nebraska. It con-
sists of twenty acres of land
with its sprawling, mud-wall-

ed, tileroofed houses and
mango groves.
At one time or other,

Mother Teresa explains, all
these children were not want-
ed. She estimates that there
are approximately 30,000 such
abandoned, crippled chil
dren in India, and a really
frightening number through-
vut the world.

As her jeep pulls up inthe
slum-areas of Calcutta chil
dren flock to her. She’'d tell
them a story about God, give
them medicine, clothes and
slates for schools. Above all,
she gives them what they
seek most — food to eat.

The late Prime Minister of
India, Jawasharlat Nehru,
called her *the refuge of the
disabled”” and ordered that
she should be given a free

|
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pass to travel anywhere in
India. Mother Teresa, today,
does travel free on Indian
railways. So do all her mis
sionary sisters.

~Sani-Puc

WATIRPROOF SAEITING

Born’ in Albania in 1910,
Mother Teresa spent her youth
in Yugoslavia. She was sent
to India in 1929 to complete
her training as a Loreto nun,
Later, she was assigned to
teach at St. Mary's School,
Calcutta. With permission of
ecclesiastical authority, Moth-
er Teresa left the Loreto Con-
vent on September 10, 1946
to work in the slums.
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Beginning with one Bengali
girl, her congregation has
now swelled to an amazing
number of 380, including 20
foreign Sisters. Besides the
usual three vows, Mission-
aries of Charity take a fourth
vow of a whole-hearted ser-
vice for the poor.

Mother Teresa saw the
need for a similar society of
Brothers and a few young
men came together for this
work. In 1965, she founded
the congregation of Mission.
ary Brothers of Charity. It is |
‘headed by the famed Austra-
lian Jesuit-writer Father Ian
Travers-Bdll, who now” calls
himself Brother Andrew M.C.

When asked to what she at-
tributed her achievements,
she said: “Not my achieve-
ments, but God’s. His Provi-
dence is unfailingly present
whenever you serve the poor
Christ, the hungry Christ,
the naked Christ, the sick
Christ, the dying Christ.”

“A good woman can con-
quer a city,” said Francis de
Sales. Mother Teresa con-
quers a nation!
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¢ WHAT ARE the charac'oristécs of a truly
professional funeral director? He
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ment stresses the unity of all
Jews, a spokesman for the
movement explined, and places
authority in the hands of the
people with their rabbi, rather
than in the rabbinate,

(The Reconstructionist move-
ment has won the support of
many reform, conservative, and
| secular Jews while losing the
support of Orihodox Jews, he
said, by rejecting the superna-

rabbinic laws.)
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= is the mar families return to be-

cause he has respectad their con-
) “The fidencay, He i the rramwivo -hes- -

. sarved them with taste and dis-

Pro{ess’-onal cretion. He is the man whose ad-

vico and suggestions in making

runeral arrangaments they have come to

» trust. Heo is the man whose tact

Dll'eCtOI' and  thoughtfulness  they  have
learned Yo appreciste.
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