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July 4 and Religi
Celebration of the Fourth of July annually inspires a token

of new patriotism in each of us because it recalls the triumph of

an infant nation struggling for the right to live. It re-echoes man-

kind’s brave declaration that freedom is a God-given right worth
dying for.

, Independence Day has always had a religious aspect because
our founding fathers were quite clearly motivated by religious
and spiritual ideals when they drew up the Declaration of In-
dependence and the Constitution. Nearly all the signers were

.~. church-going men: their.serious words called earnestly on God
for approval and success in their challenge to tyranny. Their
ideals were Christian and were rooted in knowledge that man’s
freedom was an inalienable right given to Him by his Creator.
They-were convinced-that-any man or nation which threatened
to hobble these rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness
was immoral because such slavery was contrary to the will of God
and the dignity of the children

It should be interesting to Catholics to know that the phil-
osophical principles stated in the Declaration of Independence
were derived directly from the writings of two outstanding Catho-
lic churchmen, St. Thomas Aquinas and St. Robert Bellarmine.
These -brilliant thinkers and writers had been dead for several
hundred years before 1776. But their philosophy on the equality
of man, the function of government and the source of a govern-
ment's power is perfectly reflected in the hold phrases of the
Declaration.

Jefferson may not ‘have known that he was copying the-
phrases of Aquinas and Bellaxrmine when he affirmed that politi-
cal rights came from the same divine source as physical life. But
it is an historical truth that the theory of-government which led to
the greatest of modern revolts and established the ideals of democ-
racy for all time, found full support in the writings of two priests
who had lived centuries before Jefferson was horn.

—Faber Richard Tormey

Priesthood IS Sacred

The Saturday Evening Post has again found a disgruntled
priest to help them lure readers who want religious sensational-
ism. A few yearsback The Post launched Father FJames Kavanaugh
when he cried how hard it was to live as a whole man without
love and a wife: this led to a best-selling book which criticized
our “‘outdated’’ Church. Now one Father George Hafner has been
cued to protest “Don’t Call Me Father” and the magazine is pro-
moting his campaign to remowe the “mythology which surrounds
the Catholic priesthood.”

Father Hafner is in trouble with his Bishop (Diocese of Tren-
ton)for establishing an unauthorifed expetimental jarish in New

& Jeﬂoy He chose to relinquish his faculties rather than dissolve his

forbidden community. Although he claims no desire to give up

his priesthood, currently he is “free-lancing” in exile from his

diocese. For all that, he writes well and persussively, but in very
poor taste and for obvious senxsational effect.

Father Hafner propliesies a ‘‘gradual disintegration of the
priesthood’’ unless four changes are made'to eliminate the ‘‘quasi-
magical position” of the Cathelic clergy. He insists first that the
priest should not be required to wear distinctive clothes: when he
is off duty it sets him apart “‘as a special kind of sacred person
who occasionally ventures into the secular world.”” Next the title
“Father” should be dropped because this would help destroy the
“paternalism that so dominates Catholic clergy attitudes.” Then,
he suggests that all priests earn their living apart from the
Church: “there Is no longer a need for a group of priests on full-
time duty managing the plant.” And, finally, (of course), celibacy
should be abolished to remove “the myth that the priest belongs
to a mystical fraternity closed to common people.”

Many of Father Hafner's ideas will sound likke heresy to Cath-
olics, especially to those whose concept of the priesthood is rooted
in the belief that ordination is a sacrament in which Christ Him-
self gives a mere man an indelible and eternal Quality no matter
what his background, intelligence or personality. The priesthood
is not a “function” within the Church: no matter how traditions
may have applied artificial er mystical qualities undeserved by
all priests, the Catholic theology of the Sacraments gives a priest
a role which is no charade, a uniqueness which is not unreal and
an obligation which is not dishonest, — to be, God help him, “an-
other Christ”. - RT

Hunger Every Night

The totally-justified soul-searching over civil rights, the Viet-
nam War, and gun control has overshadowed another problem
that should prick the national conscience even more sharply —
hunger in the United States.

The issue is not newly promulgated—John F'. Kennedy raised
a lot of cynical eyebrows when he said in 1960 that millions of
Americans went to bed hungry every night.

A recent CBS telecast focused graphically on the problem re-__
vealing the incredible sight of American children starving —
Mexican-Americans in San A ntonio (site of HemisFair), Indians
in Arizona, and whites and Negroes in Virginia and Alabama. One
can be sure that the condition exists elsewhere.

Such areas do receive surplus foods from the federal govern-
ment but a variety of statemnanufactured red tape impedes and
confuses its distribution. Furthermore, most of the surplus food

is grain when the afflicted poor need meats, green vegetables and
fruits.

The Poor People’s Campaign failed to crystallize the issue
and one wonders if it was just a coincidence that not until it was
over did Secretary of Agriculture Orville Freeman announce he
was returning an unused $2277 million in funds infended to feed
the hungry

'He ssfd betore the funds could be allocated it had to be
proven that an “emergency” exists. What he means is that a re-
quest for such funds must come from local officials and that the
federal govermment is chary about intruding into insular politics.

- Here’s_some free advice, Mr. Secretary. Don’t "hold your
breath waiting for such as one oft-elected San Antonio councilman
whose national answer to the plight of his city's hungry children
was that it was up to fathers to take care of families.

~ «He said such probleins as hunger will always exist and liltle

' ~Wlll be done about it as long as there are “men who are no good.”

—C. V.

FOR THE DEFE

THE US, BISHOPS' DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION,MSGR:-JAMES--C:

DONAMUE, RECENTLY S®EUGGESTED THAT THE CHURCH SHOULD

PLACEE STRONG EMPHASIS ON HELPING GHETTO PUBLIC SCHOOLS

AND REDUCE ITS CONCERN. FOR THE PAROCHIAL, ELEMENTARY .

SCHOML. A ROCHESTER LAYMAN, ROBERT KNILLE, HERE CONTRA- J
DICTS MSGR. DONAHUE AND DEFENDS THE TRAD]TIONAL PROMI- . o
NENCE OF THE CATHOLIEC PARJSH SCHOOLS, USING OUR LADY/0F

LOURDES SCHOOL AS A SHINING EXAMPLE OF EXCELLENCE.

Editor:

I would like toreply to the article

on “New Priorities in CatTholic Edu-
cation”, by Mosignor -James C.
Donohue of Washimngton Cin the 13
April issue’ of America), with which
I emphatically disa gree.

Msgr. Donohue states that new pri-
orities in the usige of Cakholic edu-
cational facilities should e (1) ur-
ban ghetto educition, (2) “religdious
education”, and (3) the opoeratiory of
elementary and “sccondary  schools —
in that order.

It seems obvious, rather, that iraner

- ¢ity publie educilion: is the responsi-

bility of the public schoods. Only a
super-social enthysiast wosuld main-
tain that Catholic educational ef{fort
and funds should be used for public
education in the ghelto when the
Catholic schools are havieg such a
difficult time asit is.

Of course, it wouild be admirable

for the Church to Thelp in this area,

but the idea of giving ®his effort
priority over the <Church’s speeific
educational duties is way osut of Eine.

Msgr. Donohues second prioxity,
of ‘“‘religious education” CCCD tgype
of work and adult education) should
obviously be seen as seccondary to
the Church's real prime r-esponsibil-
ity of maintainng and improwing
elementary and second sehools. As
Catholi¢ schools grow (wheich in my
opinion they mus!) they w=ill incEude
more and more of the stumdenls who
would otherwise have recourse to
CCD courses. And adult education
also, of course, builds omn primary
and secondary elucation.

The number 1top priowrity in the
Catholle educationall systern must he,
in my oplnion, the parish grade
schools and the high schowols.

To bolster his point aborat mimimiz-
ing the imporarace of Cathadlic
schools, Msgr. Doraohue mmakes the
astounding statement tha®, in com-
paring public and Catholsic schouls,
“The essential difference Bies in one
hour or so dewoled each day to re-
ligious education”

This 1Is outrygeous. One might
fmagine such a statememn( comaing
from an ill-informed perso-n who had
never set foot in a Cathaellc schaool,
but for such a remark lo bee made by
2 »priest who shomld kmmow beniter
(“director of the Deparime=nt of Elu-
cation, U.S. Cathilic Confezxence”®). is
incredible.

The Catholic schrools tlmat [ Enve

€ . B

Word-for-S

been acquainted with are staffed by
dedicated and loving people. They

are perrmeated with a Chestertonian' -

joyfullness and a clear open presen-
tation of the world and the faith, The
children participate in meaningiul
liturgies and are educated in a bright
and grown-up faith.

The p-ositive, integral commitment
of what it means to be a follower of

“Christ eere and now is part of the

very lifee of a Catholic school — in

the spirited liturgical events, the

Christiara social outlook, the speclal
student projects, the fine textbooks
that are now used, the expressiveness
of singimag groups, the insightful col-

- -lege posters and other art work, and

in the enhancement of..-the entire
community. Grace and joy abound
here,

I will admit that my “current” ex-
perience with a Catholic -grade
school revolves around Our Lady of

- Lourdes in Rochester, which is not

typical. ©Our Lady of Lourdes schogl
is outst anding. The teaching statf
here, redigious and lay, has develop-
ed an ebullient, outflowing, and quite

natural rapport between the_reality -

of Christ and His Church and_ our
contempworary activities and environ-
ment. I addition to unexcelled class
room education, the spirit of the
school sparkles through many integ-
ral stud@ent-teacher-family activities.

- The seeventh and eighth graders are

guided for example, in presenting
quite profound Christmas and Eas
ter litur-gies. These incorporate read-
ings, simging (with guitars), congre-
gational participation, and homilies
written by the students and spoken
from the pulpit.

The uapper grades produced, just
recently. a unique program of recita.
tions, dxama, and humor that con-
cerned €he gamut of Christian world
involverent, with themes of build-
ing, leaaning, human unity, change,
death, @and hope. This ‘‘happening”
displayed a remarkable depth of un-
derstanding, togetherness, and joy,
with quotations from Plato to Walt
Whitmaer to Lawrence Ferlinghetti,
as well as a number of selections
written by the students. Part of this
presentation, in the school audi
torium, was a group of .songs really
belted out by the singing group, as
sisted by guitars and drums.

A recent day of renewal for the
eighth graders, at Becket Hall, in-
cluded €alks, discussions, short medi-

tations, and an intimate ‘‘conversa-
tional" experience of the Mass.

These are Just a few examples of

the rick and comprebensive learning |

Sin: Violatiom

By Father Albert Stmamon

Did any one ever ask youa this ques
tion: “What is il that w-e all Bave
and don’t want; yet when we losce it,
we are sorry”? The answemr of course
is, your temper: flery ang«er. In Sun-
day’s Gospel Christ talks albout arager.

Long before psychology becamne a
science, Christ lilked ab=out causes
rdather than effects. The Lamw spolke of
murder, an effer. But CErist sgpoke
of causes, of what wenlon ina mun's
heart.

Arguing like the rabbis of his day,
Christ took three degreess of amger,
each degree muore seriou=ss than the
other, and warnd of a eorresmond.
ing punishmeni, each m ore severe
than the other.

If & man harbor anger, thal is bad
—he shall be judiged i the 3Jocal
court Should he spew ou® his a nger
in contemptuous language_, like Rica,
that would be worse —lxe shall be
liable before (e high «court. But
should his anger spaiwn maliclus
talk, like calling somcom=¢ 3 muoral
fool, a downright no-good, that would
be worst of all—the fire o©f Gehenna
would be too gook for hi m.

“Who steals my purse stemals trash,
But who filchey £rom nme myv  good
name

Robs me of thal which n ot enriches
him,

And makes me po-or inde-ed.”

It is significant how vTlen Clwist
equated sin, not with th ¢ hreaking

of Love

of a cormmandment, but with a viola-
tion of love toward one's brother.

Regarding the forgiveness of sin,

- our separated brethren will often say,

“We leBl our sins to Goad—directly.
To God who is in heaven. But you
Catholics tell your sins to a priest
here on carth.”

In answer we say, the Catholic prac-
tice is tthe more Ioﬁlcal for sin is not
the woanding of Geod in heaven, hut
of God <on earth, When Paul was per-
secutinz Christians, Christ in heaven
remonsErated, “Why are you perse-
cuting ™ME?” Sin wounds God in his
member-s! Thalt is where we must
seek pardon for sin—not of God in
heaven, but of God in His Church.

Where we say the Church is holy,
we mean she is made up of people
who are- able to forgive. The priest is
in the confessional in the name of
the Chut rch community, to receive the
sinner back into it. That is the mean-
ing of t he stole he drapes around his
shoulde zs.

That too is the meaning of the
Confiteor. In this prayer we summon
the whkaole Church: the saints in
heaven  and  dur brothers on  earth,
and befFore them we confess our sins
and askc their help to return te the
unily o¥ the Church community.

Penarice means returning to the
commuriity of love. We used to be
told to go to confession before Com-
munion: but we were seldom told
that confemon is communion: a re-
turn 1 mmiunion with the Church
and cvexry_one in it

Letters to the Editor

~Editor:

I was impressed with @an edit-orial
in the July MdCall’'s Maagazime dis
cussing what women of A.merica can
do to end violence in our- society It
made a strong pimnt that whether it
was “the collective havoc oef the mind-
less crowd or individual savagery”,

the sickness of violence is a threat ’
.to every home.

The magazine oflfered a five-point
program for actiom that can rmake
some difference im the neationak cli-
mate if women get behin-d it. Read-
ers of McCall's i go baack to  look
it over, but for those w=ho do not
see this magazite I wowmld like to
summarize one of the proposals:

‘Women can stop the autpouring
of violence and sordidne-ss on <ur
television screens and in the the-
ters, Supposedly tclevision and the
movie industry give (Fie public
what it wants: sexual braatality, de-
pravity, sadism ind every-thing ele

that contributes to human desenst-
tizatiom and violence. = American
womera should be loud and clear in
letting television and movie execu-
tives lknow that such bilge is cer

tainly not what they want. Hold

their top men. fesponsible,

Write to the Presidents of NBC,
CBS and ABC, all in New York
City. There is a direct connection
betweesn the decisions these men
make and the violence in the land.
Have 70u seen a picture lately that
sickens you, pains you, makes you
fear for your children? Write to
Jack Walenti, at the Motion Pice
turé A ssociation, 533 Fifth Avenue,
New Y ork City and tell him so.

The reatest power of all for good
in Ame rica could be woman power.
}\tl’o force on earth can stand against

~—Mrs. M. J. Oslerman,
Rochester.

and living activities at Our Lady of
Lourdes. These range far beyond 3
“religion class” and far beyond class-
room teaching, and they are planned
and carried out with humility, love,
and unpretentiousness. Even though
this parish is exceptional, the point
1 want to emphasize is that Cathelie
parochial schools in general have this
attitude of commitment, involvement,
and dedication to the development
of today’s Christians.

Msgr. Donohue’s statement about
only one hour a day devoted {o re-
ligious instruction is utter nonsense.

On another plane, the Catholic

schaol system _is essential for civic

samty—for conzmuously emphasxzmg
the seminal necessity of law. The
breakdown of the foundation of law
is a correding factor in our society.
Positive laws, if they are rational,
are built on a deep understanding
and feeling for natural law, as Fa
ther John Courtney Murray has
stressed.

This concern for law grows out of
the clear and informal moral-human
atmosphere of responsibility, respect,
and order which begins in grade 1
of the Catholic schools.

Parish schools are, in my opinion,
the cradle of Christianity. It is from
this source — in conjunction with the
Mass — that the priesthood of Christ
in every Christian penetrates the
community. If the parochial schools
are “phased out’” or if their crucial
importance is minimized (as Msgr.
Donohue advocates) this will inexor-
ably mean the diminution of the
Church in America.

“The priestly people, the kingly
_people, the holy people” grow from
the seeds and young plants nurtur-
éd and strengthened in the Christ
kaleidoscope of the parish school.

There is now a grave financial
problem in mamtaming Catholic
schools, but what is tragically ironic
is that people have been conned
into looking in the wrong direction.
They say “We can't afford Catholic
schools, so what is the alternative?”
— thus leaving the door wide open
for such harmful plans as Msgr, Dono-
hue's.

The statement should be: “Catho-
lic schools are absolutely mnecessary,
so let's work to get rid of the iIn-
justice of not receiving state sup-
port. Let us fight unremittingly
through the legislatures until we get
the state funds that are due to us
in justice. Our schools are perform-
ing a public function and they
should be financed publicly, as are
the schools of other civilized coun-
tries.” v

Catholic parochial schools 'ind highnueégﬁvr'

schools are necessary for the growth
of the Church in the United States
— and for the national and interna-
tional social betterment that is in-
tegral to the Church’s policies and
beliefs. We must lovingly and en-
thusiastically develop the Catholic
schools. And we must see to it that
distributive social justice is achiev-
ed in the financing of these schools.

—Robert Knille,
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish.

Birth Gontr‘m

Teachings
Reaffzmed'

Los Angeles — (NC) - James:
Francis Cardinal McIntyre ofif: Los
Angeles " has reaffirmed thast the
Church’s “traditional teaching=s" o=
birth control “forbid any meamns of
controlling births other tham the
rhythm method or total abstineance”

Cardinal McIntyre discusseed the
birth control issue in a 1letter fo alk
archdiocesan pmests

(The Church ban on contrice=ptives
was also reaffirmed recentlyin guide—

lines issued joint—
=1y by Bishcops i
the proince of
Baltim ore,
3 .~ the archdiocc=ese of
s Washington, and
the prelatu_re of
the V irg1 n Is-
lands.) .. e

The Bis hops
noted thhat a
“large numBber of

Cardinal priests" ureed

McIntyre that a stastement
on birth control be included =in ara
effort to put an end to the s<candaX
of having penitents and othe=rs re~
ceive varying and sometimes contra~
dictory teaching.”

“As we anxiously await the prom—
ised statement of Our Holy EFathex
on this -subject, this much ca=n A
must be said: Both the Firsst and
Second Vatican Councils solem=nly af-
firmed the supreme and direct= juris-
diction of the Pope over every— mem-—
ber of the Church, be he Biship,
priest, Religious or laymen. Pope
Paul has said in a statement ment
for all Catholics that at pressent he
sees no reason to change the teache-
ing of Pope Pius XI in his enc=yclical
‘Casti Connubii’ and of Pope= Plus
XII in his important allocut=ion of
October 29, 1951,

“In the light of that statcrmment ¥t
is clear that neither prxiest in the
confessional, nor Catholic teaclihers im
public or private Instructionm, mawy
say or imply that the teaching of the
Catholic Church either permmiits ox

condones the use of meams of - conirem- -

ception, be they mechamical, chem3-

cal or simply behavioral.”

The bishops added that con=fessors
could treat the problem with ‘“grea®-
er understanding and commpassiom
than many moral  theologins. “We
repeat, however, that he maay not
permit or condone the conirasceptive
practices mentioned above"

Cardinal McIntyre endlose vith
the letter a statement which Mhe sid
was drawn up by approved mozrral el
medical authorities, The sta@RemenE,
entitled “The Position of the Romam
Catholic Church Concerming ®Contraa-
ceptive Tablets, follows:

“The posxtxon of the Cathilie
rehiwithe .J to Cconiramoe

R i oy
#’ pe gaul VI in iur addmn“toﬂtbe
talian’ Society of ' Obstéttics ‘ined
Gynecology. He stated once— agafm
that the thought and the noerms of
the Church have not changed; thesy

are those in force in the tncditimzal

teaching of the Church.”™

As widely recogmized, thisee trndid-
tional teachings forbid my mams
of controlling births other thaan {kxe
rhythm method or total ahstizmence—

"HE'LL BE THE BEST CATECHIST IN THE MISSION
\F WE CAN GET HIM SOME NEW GLASSES,

NEwIPALY OF INE ¢  OF tocwesTeY
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- Inner (

. By MONICA REE\

‘Take one inner city b
14, and give him a breal
the first he's ever had. (
a chance to pick up a «
bucks — honestly, by
— putting up screens,
out-a garage, mowing it

Let him know something

Third Wanrd street corners,
less home, and reéstless,

with nowhere to go.

Give him a chance to br
the ghetto—peacefully, anc
the only immediate result
grateful, slightly bemused
just might help’ avert a
len, another “het” summ
lead those -ltchy feet to
"other than trouble a |
hence.

Sich is the philosophy o
olic Youth Organization
job placement program, ac
its directors, Mike Ordway
Revans, operating from the
Civie Center.

And just such an apyp
made the program a suc
from the word “go” Iissu
Judge and Howard Meal
CYO officials, five years
now there are 150 boys :

Got some .0dd jobs th
doing this summer? V
call Mike Ordway at t!
454-2030, today. He'll .
to find you a youngster
out.

16, recruited by inner cit
priests and ministers, regi
ready to work when a }
comes in. Ordway predicts
other week over 200 boy:
signed up.

“In the beginning, we
boys ourselves to distribu
to prospective employers
keep them off the stree
program going,” Revans
things haven't always be
as they are now. Afier all,
and New York State Empl
tried the same set up — v
cess.

Rapport—The K

“But despite off seast
the summer of the riots,’
people just plain gave up
ect's grown every year. ]
our program ‘has succe¢
others have failed because

At dinner are, from

Knights

Rochester’s 4th Degree
Columbus prseented Li
ship Cards to Auxiliary |
nis W. Hickey and Joh
ferty at {inner ceremon
27 at the Party House.

Other features of the
ning were the annual
officers and the distribu
torian Awards to ten |
area Catholic high schoo
excelled in American ki

Do you bave questio

you? The fam
P T ANSWER !..
write in your concer
... . Address: PAT
answers will not ne
—or of the Diocese.

Q. Where cn I find
words of Our Lord’s pre(
death? i

A. Christ prophesied
His Apostles on three
casions, foretelling its te
detail. Look up the Gosp
8/31-33, 9/29-31 and 10/.

Q. How ofbten did Chi

His followers during t!
alter ‘His Reour\'ectlon?

A. The Gospels descril
ili detail:—

. _a~To Mary Magdalent

. 18) and the other wome!

the tomb on Easter mt
2871-10)

b--To St. Peter (Luki

¢—To the disciples
(Liuke 24/13-35)

d—To the Apostles o
ning {(John 20/19-23)

o—To 'rhom-s, on the eig
20/2&29)

1—~To the Apostles a
(John 21/3:23)

N




