. men who formed a parish with-

- Experimental Community Suffers Growing Pains

The Community of John
XXIII in Oklahoma City, an
experimental parish, was fea.
tured in last week’s NBCTV
program “The New American

- Catholic.” Reprinted here,
with permission of THE NA.
TIGNAL OBSERVER, is a full
account of the origin and de-
velopment of this wnique
parish group.

By TERENCE SHEA

Oklahoma City—The “Commu-
nity of John XXIII" is smarting
a little from .the wpains of
growth. The nucleus of 20 lay-

out buildings or bgund4ries here
nearly two years ago knew even
then that their experimental
community would have to en-
dure some hard self-examina-
tion if it wanted to lead a com-
passionate revolution in Ameri-
can Catholic parish life. John
XXIII, named after the pope
who died in 1963, is now anter-
ing “that introspective stage.

The John XXIII community
pioneered in the formation of
experimental parishes, at least
10 of which have sprumgz up
across the United States in the
past 18 months..

Now the community here is
hecoming one of the first to
demonstrate how and why such
plams, born of imaginative reli-
gious enthusiasm,
become altered and slowed by
realities that range from simple
human indifference to the high
cost of living.

Petitioning the Bishop

In August, 1966, a group of
laymen led by Paul Sprehe, now
a 37-year-old president of a
consulting-engineering company,

sometiznesi;

/

groups for married couples, in-
cluding the Sprehes.

Bishop Reed gave the (omm
munity of John XXIII a (wo-
year trial period. He told Citho-
lies in his diocese that they
could resign from their parishes
and join the new group while
keeping their children in pa-
rechial schools if they wished.

John XXIII's first problemns
were not in attracting members
but in soothing pastors, says
Mr. Sprehe. Parish officials
throughout the area feared that
the experiment would drain
them of lay leadership and fi-
nancial support. John XXIII
caused neither hardship..

Parishioners’ Promises

Its membership swiftly rose
to about 120 adults. Each appli-
cant had to promise two jeanrs
of participation in parish and
secular aid projects and had to
make some financial commit-
ment. “Every member is re
quired to put down a figure,”
says Mr. Sprene, “even if it's
zero.” :

The communitys $16,000
yearly income falls far below
its goals. “People just do mnot
part with their money unless
they get a bill,” says Mr.
Sprehe, hinting of new fund-
raising techniques to comme:
John XXIII is not in debt, but it

|has had to cut back on some
contributions it had hoped to
make to local aid programs.

Father Nerin estimates the
,average family income in the
‘communitgly at about $8,000.
¢ His 6wn incomeé is the same,
and out of it he pays his ex-
penses and rent for his small
apartment. The parish is think-
ing of moving his office from
the carpeted second floor of a
refurbished shopping - center
building near down town to a
corner of a lumber company's
office, where the space is larger
and the rent lower.

As a member of John XIII,
Father Nerin directs. without
salary a Government-sponsored
preschool project for about 80
poverty-level children. His ser-
vices there, requiring about
one-third of his time, represent
a parish contribution to the sec-
ular community “equal to about
$3,000 a year.

The community’s main activi-
ties now are two study groups.
One started as an examination
of the Vietnam War and pro-
pelled many of its members into
active campaigning for Sen.
Eugene McCarthy. The other
group is investigating the quali-
ty of the state’s public educa
tion and looking for ways to
improve it.

|crippled or

_ In another program led by
individual John XXIII members,
about 30 white families from
911 over the _city are moving
into an attractive northeastern
suburb to prevent it from be-
coming an all-Negro neighbor-
hood. - : .

The community’s members
also provide free. baby-sitiing
service for parents enrolled in
bﬁeginning and remedial educa-
tion courses, and John XXIII's
busifiessmen members are find-
ling jobs for unemployed young
Negroes.

>

Faltering Fish

Another activity, FISH, now
is faltering. The fish was a
symbol of Christianity in its
earliest centuries. In Oklahoma
City it is a service linking vol-
unteers with the needs of the
city’s poor through a well-adver-
tised telephone exchange. When
it provided hot soup for the
hungry or strong legs for the
transportation to
hospitals and doctors’ offices
for the poor and elderly, FISH
attracted volunteers. .

But when people began to
use it merely as a. provider of
free handyman and taxi service,
the volunteers lost interest, says
‘Mrs. Sprehe’

Mr. Sprehe helieves that the
decline of FISH is symptomatic

politely petitioned their bishop,|%"

the Most R&v. Victor Reed, for|

permission to start an experi-|.*." —
mental parish. They had grown|. - . -
weary of traditional parish|e™' *

structures and had been moved|*

to the experience of Masses
offered in

their friends.
They told Bishop Reed that

they would like to form a city- t

wide group of families and indi
viduals who would rent a room
big enough for Mass on Sunday
mornings, would pay their
priest’s expenses, and would
avoid incurring building debts
50 that their funds and energies
would remain free for social-
action programs.

The detail of who the priest
might be, like every other de-
tail, had been carefully con-
sidered, decided, and reheaxrsed.

Their choice was the Rev.
William Nerin, now 42. As an
assistant pastor of a suburban
parish north of here, Father

informal surround-|
ings among small groups off,

going on your heliday,

Nerin had conducted discussion

Ecumenical

Time for A Chat
In avillage in India, a missionary nun stops for a friendly chat with a pass-
- ing mother and her son as they rest in the village square. The Society For
The Propagation Of The Faith (50 Chestnut St., Rochester, 14604) is mz}k-
ing a diocesan-wide appeal for summer gifts on behalf of the Missions with

<=y the.reminder:thagt there -is mo: .vacation from need
" 1 i:’egﬁd in for the Missions some part of your °

why not
intended expenses.

WCC H;ad Urges Fight for Justice

Detroit—(NC)— The general
secrettary of the World Coun-
cil of Churches has urged a
massive Protestant-Catholic-Or-

thodox thrust to establish
worldwide economic justice and
equal opportunity.

Speaking to the fifth Notional
workshop for Christian Unity

ference -that , Vatican Council
11, papal documents and World
Council of Churches’ positions
reveal complete agreemcnt on
the tasks which must be/ﬁbﬂja

He added that although im-
portant ethical, social, eco-
nomic and political differe nces
exist between Christians, none
involve nuclear war or peace.

On other matters of ecu-
menism, Dr. Blake said “there
is hardly anything that the
World Council of Churches
does that could not be better
done if the Roman Catholic
Church were fully and intimate-
ly ‘involved in it.”

Dr. Blake said all ecumeni-

in the Missions.. Before

- |the world’s unfortunates
s lwill
& |your vacation.

" {the

of internal dangers that John
XXIIE and all its projecis face.
The community_ has tio few
structures,~—he says, ““and. it's
very clumsy as a resuit.” He
believes that the 'group suffers
from a ‘“leadership gap,” jok-
ingly asserting that he preférs
“a. responsible dictatofship.”
But it.should be a leadership
by all the laity, he says.

“I am not the leader of
John XXIII,” Father Nerin in-
sisted. The community and its
elected board of governors make
the major decisions. Father
Nerin views_his role more as a
professional theologian involved
in the 'lives of people who have
asked him to be their celebrant
in worship.

Sunday Worship

In worship on Sunday morn-
ings, at the close of an hour or
two of discussions, Father Nerin
takes on the one role that no
qther person in the community
can fulfill. At a reund table
decorated with perhaps nothing
more than a housewife's hand-
picked daisies and fitted with
altar vessels of the simplest
design, he celebrates the Eucha-
rist while the members and
lglpests sing and pray around
im.

From time to time a non-
essential segment of the Mass
may be shifted from one part
of the service to another, and
usually Father Nerin's homily
becomes an cxchange of ideas
among all the members present.
But the liturgy’'s central ele-
ments remain unchanged.

The community’s membership,
now about 80 adults, is the low-
est it has been in many months.

{[Several students have left for

the summer, some falilies have

" |transferred to other cities, and

a few members separated from
John XXIII to form their own
group, called The New Com-
munity.

Enrich Your Vaeation

Before you start your wvaca-
tion, sacrifice whatéver you can

s 110 help your needy brothers in

the missions. By sharing with
you

spiritualize and enrich

Send your sacrifice to The
Society for the Propagation of
Faith, 50 Chestnut St
Rochester, N.Y. 14604.

EOWARD J. NORTHRUP
“Artlstic Memorials¥

1110 WALNUT 8T,

Elmies, N, Y,

BARRE
CUiLD

Monuments

733-7612

DOWNTOWN WATKINS GLEN

Reservation Requested, Pleassl

i
i

JEFFERSON MOTOR INN

Featuring: Reqular Dinner Every Night, Famous Gourmet Smorguberd
SMORGASBORD Every Night Excapt Monday

NEW MOTEL ANNEX
Plan On A Waeskend in Watking Glen [ ]
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The disaffected menibers had
complained that John XXIIT yas
becoming too big and too stuc
tured, and that its discussions
were at too 1ow a plane intellec-
tually. They are mostly stu.
dents, nurses, and professirs,
and they admit that they may
not be long-term Oklahoma C(ity
residents.

John XXIII's only seemingly
insoluable problem so far is!
the content of the courses toy
be taught to its grade-school.
and highschool members and;
when to teach them. Classes
currently are held during thel
first 90 minutes of each Sunday!
meeting, thus preventing teach:|

e1s from taking part in the
adult discussions. -
- To ease that burden, the
Teaching duties have been as-
signed among a large number
<f volunteers so none spends
more than a few Sundays sepa-
xted from the center of the
<ommunity’s services.

Johin XXIII, then, is not with-
out its problems. But the people
of St. John XXIII still seem to
Believe that the problems are

l worth solving.

. \ .
M.L ALLEN& SON

Quality Eurnéture

Phone 6-8i31 -62 Bridgs St.

CORNING, N.Y.

Funeral Home

139 Walnut St. Dial 6-9121%
CORNING, N. Y.

Reprinted with permission of

“The National Observer from its
issue of Jume 17, 1968.

TRIPLE S
STAMPS

TOMMY KAIN'S

ATLANTIC SERWICE STATION

ACCESSORIES - TIRES .

DAVIS and SIXTH STS.

"THE ORIGINAL INDEPENDENT"
GAS - OIL- BATTERIES - LUBRICATION - WASHING

TUBES - ROAD SERVICE

MINOR REPAIRS

RE 2-9478

KELLY REX ALL DRUGS
“ABOVE AlL—A REAL DRUG STORE"
HAVE YOUR PHYSICIAN CALL
RE 2-0597 i

1 PRESCRIPTIONIS DELIVERED

{Marion Maxck, R.PH.)

227 HOFFMAN ST.

ELMIRA, N.Y.

Poland Funeral

Jock Haoughey, Prop. k_Lic. Mg,

16 EAST FIRST STAIEY

Home

Dlal 934.9322

CORNING, N.Y.

VISIT

LOLL’S PHARMACY

‘PRESCRIPTIONS
"~ OUR MAIN BUSINIESS
OPEN TILL 11 PM. DAILY
903 DAVIS ST.  ELMIRA

,A.W. BEILBY & SON
l RE 2-6674

Stephen Bednarek, Prop.

-G.H. & L.T. Kelly, Ine.

ELECTRICAL
ENGINEERING
¢ and
CONTRACTING
Fixtures and Swpplies
115 WEST FIRST STREIT

RE 3-9148

CAROS(10°S -

Tie & Morble
Real Clay - Tile
Rubber . Asphalt Tile .

414 W. SECOND ST.

-

 hospital tested

Roy Russell’s

" NEW RESTAURANT

534 N. Muin

St. ot Clinton

Serving fine food fast. Specials daily, complete take-out
service, Open & AM.-9 PAA, closed Sundays and Holi-

days, Phone 734.908. Air

conditioned.

e

WE SELL

Famous For Fine Food Since 1834 I

Satisfaction s Always Guiranteed

Call 538-274|

!

Open

 STONE'S RESTAURANT |

WATKINS GLEN, N. Y

Home Baking — Home Cooking

Dalily

| Mark Tvain
T

The Comforf, Conwvenience and Safsty of
Downtown. The Joy of Good Eating and

the Glow of Relaxation

in the hear? of downtown Elmka

® On The Road?
The Mark Twain is
Your Best Bet)

@ Somehow, wwe had always thought that public
rmlations was a rather mysterlous
ievtangible, practiced by huge cor-
porations who had echelont

of

Sani-Pace

| WATERPROOF SHEETING

’Sani-lhc

sRresr Mtving

QOdor proof, washable, protects bed-
ding. it’s reversible, non allergic,
fameproof; won't crack, peel or
foar.-New non-stip fiature keeps it
smothty o ‘pince; Siess Hir ki, |
% bed, ful bed, double bed. |

GEROULD’S

PHARMACISTS

RE 3-8696

_ Dellvery Serviee
130 S, MAINST. HMIRA

ET,.A M, Wn R ond
®. W, STIED
= Prefonsione Pharmecy

RE 2-0252 .

i

Justa Stone's Throw from the Post Office
Owners, Edna & Bob Stone

twright young men on their staffs
bruty k esping the company "image"
bwright and shiny. Now, we dicover

cal discussions should be theo-
logical; based on the Gospel;
that the purpose and function

here, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake
said that the combined
churches must plunge into the

Good

“It is therefore clear that in
the next few years our com-

menists gathered for the cen-

Detroit — (RNS) — A promi-
nent Catholic theologian told an
interreligious and international
audience here that Protestant
ministers potentially have all
the sacramental validity of Ro-
man-Catholic priests.

Addressing the Fifth National
Workshop for Christian Unity,
Father George H. Tavard said,
however, that it is not up to
the @atholic Church to deter-
mine this priestly significance,
but the Protestant Churches
themselves,

Father Tavard based his con-
- clusions, not on the form or his-
— ____torical succession of a Protes-
tant minister’'s ordinatiom, but

on his function.

“There are, in the Catholic
Church,” he said, “two comple-
mentary ways of ascertaining
that a man has valid orders.
The one investigates his ordina-
tion; the other examines the
way he functions.

and pelitical issues of our day.”

“The people—and most usual-
ly, too, the-bishops—whi sec a
man functioning as a priest, do
not normally wonder about the
line of succession in which he
stands. i

He said he would ask a Prot-
estant minister: “In what way
do you function? Do you be
lieve yourself to function, and
are you recognized by your
community to funclion, as a eu-
charistic priest?” .

“If a given Protestant Chhurch
does recognize its minisers as
eucharistic hierarchs (even with
a totally different vocshmlary,
with another form of designa

tion or ordination, with mnother;g

concepts of succession, with an
other theological frame of ref
erence), 1 see no reason why
the Catholic Church should not
€take note of this fact and recog-
nize the sacramental dimension
of which this community has
the w)cricncc. thus ackmnowl

‘Some Renewal’ Criticized

Detroit—(NC)—Roman Cath-
olic renewal has been beset by
fickle theology, simplistic think:
ing, thoughtlessness -and fre-
quent conipulsion to abandon a
rocking ship, 4 Lutheran his-
torian-theologian told a na
tional interfaith gathering here.

Speaking to the fifth national

workshop for Christian Unity,

Dr. Martin E. Marty suggested

““some Catholic renewal has not

- --—- . been renewal of the Church,
but the manic babble on the

This he defined as the tradi
tion which “allows for and in-
sists upon radical. crititism \of
one's own community, one's
own forms,” but in a spirit of
loyalty. J

Dr. Marty also charged that
some Catholic renewal has becen

“extreme” in its embrace of thel

secular world, to the point of
pure romanticization of the sec

ular. Other Catholic rengwalists, [}

he said, frustrated by political

-convention, have found it “nec

—_—  p ople with personal . :
art _of peop P Lessary” to link up with revolu

problems.” ]

The University of Chicago
professor gave a ‘‘Protestant
critique of extremism in Cath-
olic renewal,” and said Catholit
renewal has to learn more about;
what he called the “‘Protestant
principle.”

‘4

gitimate and disastrous.”

Protestant Orders ‘Potentially Valid’

edging its ministry as the au-
thentic ministry of the Eucha-

questions about the forms In
which this ministry was trans-
miitted.

“In other words, I would
suggest that we extend to all
Christian Churches the princi-
ple which we apply to our-
selves; it is not apostolic suc-
cession which makes the church
catholic, but the catholicity of
the church which guarantees
apostalic suceession.”

-AUBURN, N.Y.

* FIVE POINTS
| LIQUOR STORE In:

one
At "3-6051

(1] t.
Auburn, New York

rist, without asking historicali]|

QUIGLEY'S

DRUG RECORD SERVICE FREE DELIVERY
FINE COSMETICS CHARGE ACCOUNTS

DIAL %42.2122

PAINTED POST
DIAL 234-3341

our services
—— paitiat manner.
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tablished in the world whole weight of Christian good-|survival, and that while com- i public relations for many years
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He told more than 2.000 ecu-|upon the great social. economic|saking of convictions is “ille- elations Fhis community who have sought

in a fair and im-

McCa rthy Funeral Home

ELMIRA

Fine Furniture By
CONANT BALL
DREXEL
HAUAGAN

OCKENDEN DAIRY

Golden Crown Preminm Milk
“Aubmrn’s Finest Dairy Products”

({7 Dunaning Ave.
AL 3-7951

The House of Qualily Home Fuﬂilshings

RUGS and BROADLOOM

. DISTINCTIVE FURNITUA: @ RUGS ® DRAPERIES @ APPLIANCES
Groomomosmomnes ELMIRA, 115 E. WATER ST. oo e

- POLISH IMPORTS

® CHERRY WISNIOWKA e VODKA ZUBROWKA
GOLDWASSER e VODKA WYBOROWA
KRUPNIK HONEY LIQUEUR

o

JAMESTOWN LOUNGE
BIGELOW

KARASTAN RUGS

RE 2-9982
ROUTE 328
Westinghouse Rd.

"RUGS-CARPET

CHOOSE FROM ALEX.ANDER-SMITH, BIGELOW
BARWICK, ANED CABIN CRAFTS

SHOP AT HOME

A tralmed curpet Kitimeter
will call on you with o com-
plete selection of somples
from which te choese. No

ehligation.

to 5:30 p.m.
Richard V. Reidy, Mgr.

MON. and FRI. *til 9 p.m.

Davis at 2nd 81,
Blocks West of Sears

Serving Daily

LUNCHEON

11:30AM. o
2:30P.M.

DINNER
SPM. 1o 1OPM

PRIME RIBS 2
PORTERHOUN
SHORT LOIN
FILRY MIGMNON
N.Y. SIRCLOIN STRIP
LOIN LAMS CHOPS

ROAT PO
SOUTHERN PRIND
CHICK NN

FRIZD SHRIMP —
T LOBSTRR TAILY
SWORD FISH — HALIBUY
ICALLOPS ~ OYSTIRS
LOBSTIER KEWSURY
CRASMEAT CUTLEY
SHAPOOD PLATTIR

CLOSED SUNDAYS
Legal hvennpne

GENEVA, N.Y.

Phone Established
2704 T 2947 1999

GENEVA MILK CO.

MILK AND MILK PRODUCTS
W. North, cor, Maple Bireet

tionary forces in the world.”

Catholic renewal théology,

Dr. Marty said, has sometimes |

been ““fickle and nervous,” of-
fering experiment as solution
and tentative steps as the “last
word.” -

Lynch Furniture Co, |
For Over 50 Years
Geneva's Home Store

479 Excharige St.

oy

$79

From Czechoslavakia
Cherry - Blackberry - Raspberry - Strawberry
WINES BY JELUINEK

4/5s Qr.

WE DELIVER

Phone RE 2-0420

1009 COLLEGE.

erry's Liquor-Store -

Jeremiah F. Hourihan, Prop.

AVE. — ELMIRA

L AUUINDERERS
CLEANERS

6 Convenient
Looations .. .

A
Comﬁlete plek(up and
delivery service ... !

ELMIRA, N. Y.
1M Lake $., RE 42117
39 Cerroll §1.. RE 11001
&4 S0. Maln S0, RE 4533
321 W. Water 84, RE 24920
i

HORSEHEADS, N. Y.
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