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By SISTER MARY PIWUS
Our Lady of Mercy Mentherlhouse

The “new look” irathe for-
mation program of thhe Sisters
of Mercy was evide=meed this
week in ceremoniess that ac-
companied ° the finaml profes-
sion of vows for 34 young
women, and the reczeiving of
the Mercy habit by 11 pos-
tulants, -

For the first time, each Sis
ter dedicating her lisfe to God-
in the Mercy Canzgrega tion
had the privilege of choosing
her own date and mplace = for
the ceremony of proffessiom as
well as choosing the= worcling
of her own vow for-mula._

““Ifk 50 doing,” SisSter MYty
Judith, director of =the Een-
porary Professional Proge-am,
explained, “the Sistters Faope
to achieve an increessed in-
dividual responsibili€y as ~well

1

Mercy Community spoke the
prayers of the faithful. Her
own mother led three other
members of the Donner fam-
ily to the altar with the gifts
of bread and wine.

At Communion time The
Kiss of Peace was exchanged
throughout the congreation,
Sister Katharine  received
Communion under both
species, and after the final

walked Heaming
from the church to the par-
ish hall to receive some 150
family and friends who had
come to celebrate with her.

blessing, aiii

Sister Katharine Deonner
(who had been known for
seven years as Sister Mary
Karl) returned to her Bap-

young sisters: Sister Mary
Majella (postulants); Sister
Marietta (novices); Si ster
Mary Stanislaus and Sister

fessed.) -

Other Mercy Sisters making
final vows this year are
Jeanne Marie Collins (Sister

Altpeter (Sister Maris St-ella),

|_Marie_Touise Blaakman (Sis-
ter Marie Louise), Mary Jo -

Mary Judith (temporary pm

Mary Carolyn), Susan May -

isters of Mercy Vows. .. A New szrzt Prevazls

Brennan (Slster Gilmary),
Marilyn Waddell (Sister Mary
Pacelli), Mary Awustin (Sister
Mary Anne Joachim), Marcial
Farrell (Sister Mary Marcia),

Edna Prifizing (Sister Mary -

Corde), Georgla Seihold (Sis-
ter Alicia), Patricia Spelman
(Sister Mary Emeric), Martha
S. Doell (Sister Mary Mar-
tha), -Gloria - Ruocer (Sister
Mary Peter Claver), Kathleen
Cloke (Sister Mary Anthony),

a‘r‘ia"SiSté“/i"“'Mary‘tenore: R
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lismal name during the cere-
mony. This is an innovation
among the Sisters of Mercy
this year——and is voluntary.
More than half of the Con-
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as a fully meaningfum] and® lit-
urgical celebration off the Pro-
fession ceremony.”

Seven of the gr=oup pro-
claimed their inte=ntion of
observing the vows of “_ .
poverty, chastity amd obedi
ence in the service of the
poor, sick and ignor=ant. . ."
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gregation have manifested an
intent to return to their fam-
ily name.
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at the Motherhouse Chapel on .
June 2,

The remaining sseven on
other dates chose thme site of
their current apos®olate to
celebrate with “thedr pa.rish
or school family” thims so)lemn
ewvent.

Gome from both ce=remonies
was the more fornmal rEtual

of other “years such a5 the }-

somewhat archalc Hanguaage,
and the formerly temditional
act of prostration on the
chapel floor.

Present was a ne=y, nnore
joyous spirit of parsticipa=tion
—~-hy+hoth-the Merey-casmmunity
amd the Sisters’ families.
There was a marked contmst
too, between the “tessting™
titude of the newly recel-ved
amd the deeper, peormamxent
attitude of the finzlly pro
fessed,

Sister Katharine Donmer’s
profession at St. Loui.s Chharch
where she teaches In  the
parish school rather— typifies
the changing picture= of xeli-
glous profession cer—emormies,
and reflects the scemmos bexing
enacted simultaneouzsly e=lse.
where by her felloww sistsers.

Her vows were received
formally by the pa=sior, the
Rev, John Redding®on, and
were witnmessed by her «cur-
rent superior, St. Losuis perin.
cipal, Sister Mary Rita, and
her formation dlrecztor, Sis
ter Mary Judith,

Preceding the regmuiar pnr
ish 5§ pm. Mass, Sis=ter MEary
Rita explained o t=he Z=ath-
ered family, friends and pa-
righioners what was abou® to
happen. During the pmrocesssion
the St. Louis girls' choir  led
the congregation in singeing
the first of the several hyranns
Sister Katharine her—sol! Ehad
chosen,

After the Service- of the

‘Sister Marle Louise Blaakman, one of the newly
professed, enjoys the company of children at her
part-time apostolate on Joseph Avenue, Rochester.

Word, at which Sister Katha-
rine's brother read the
Epistle, she mounted the steps
of the altar with the two
Mercy Community witnesses,
pronounced her vows, and
received from Father Red-
dington the seal of her in-
tent, a silver ring bearing the
inscription: *“That God May
Fill the Earth.” .

The simple wording of Sis-
ter's promise gave deeper
understanding of her act, not
only to herself, but also to
the assembled congregation,
many of whom were weeping.

She said in part . . . I

want to tell you 1 love you
(God) most, and prove it by
pronouncing  vows so that de-

mands won't wt.ln'tm Jyay of,

loving you . ..

In the homily which fol-
lowed, Fat her Reddington
spoke for his people, who re-
joiced that Sister had chosen
to say her vows in the pres-
énce oOf her parish Tamily.
He went on to show how Sis-
ter Katharine Donner had

Sister Marietts,
the novices of the Sisters of
Mercy.

lived Christ’s words: “Greater
love than this no man has,
that he lay down his life for
his friend.” By foregoing the
human happiness of married
life, he said, she can give all
her love and service to her
fellow man.

Six close friends in the

N

. fessed, who, during the sum-

| and changing sister formation

“I believe there is a vital
place in the Church for Chris-
{lan women (o witness to
“community” life. The Spirit
resides in communities of
many types, and I personally
feel this style of community
Is where I hear God’s Word
most clearly and where I re-
spond most effectively.

" *Serving the Church can be
done in other ways, perhaps
more dramatic ways, but each
must follow his own calling.
In a sense 1 have a double
calling: dedication to the
Church - through this Com-
munity.”

Eleven Mercy postulants
quictly received the habit of
the Sisters of Mercy at the
regular Community Mass
June 9 at the Motherhouse,
the habits having been
blessed the evening before at
a Scripture Service. That
Sunday afternoon their par-
‘ents joined them in a Eucha-
rist Celebration, followed by
dinner with the community
in the refectory.

These two groups of sis-

ters; as-well-as the other |

novices and temporary pro-

mer, will rencw their vows,
or pronounce temporary vows
for the first time, have been
the recipients of an experi-
mental — rapidly expanding

program—under the direction
of Mercy Council member,
Sister Mary de Pazi.

Working with her is the
Community’s vocational direc-
tor, Sister Mary Peter, and
the four directors of the

director of l
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' "W\Seminar Scheduled

(| For Musicians

A seminar for church musi-
cians and others interested in
music for the modern Church
will be- held- Aug.--5,.8-and.
at College Miscricordia at Dal-
las, Pa. Any porson, clerical,
religious or lay, may attend.

The workshop is sponsored by
the Gregorian Institute of Amer-
ica, which has brought to the
seminar a faculty of distin-
guished musicians.

Choral reperioire and tech-
niques will be studied under
Paul Salamunovich, who has
trained many choruses for ap-

: ‘ . " pearances at the Hollywood
FATHER EDWARD MucGOWZAN! FATHER JAﬂE§ WHEELER |gowi John Grady, organist of

. the Metropolitan Opera in New
First Mass Planned

organ style and parish organ
playing. Pastor Daniel Reuning,
liturgical consultant, chanting
instructor, choral conductor,
professor of liturgy and music

Two former teachers of MEcQuaid Jesuit High School, Edward
J. McGowan, S.J. andl Janmes J. Wheeler, S.J., will return to

from

Foley’s

VALLEY
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We opern a personal line of credit for you. .. from $500 to SSOOO. You may then

York City, will stress liturgical | -

wTite personal checks for amounts up to the total of your checking account

IS BALDNESS
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badance, plus any orall of your Ready-Line Credit. As repayments are made,
your line of credit is restored.
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Campuls unrest this year has
covered 'subjects from war
and draft to student power
and racial equality., Colleges
“of all sizes and in all sections

e Of the nation have have heen shak-

en by movements of renewal
and reform even where pro-
test and revolution have not
made headlines. Campus reli-
_glous life has also been chang-

g, T e

What has happened to re-

' ligious practice on a major

Catholic campus is reported
in the following article about

. the University of Notre Dame

published in the Notre Dame
Alumnus; March-April, 1968:

“What has happened to re-
ligion on campus?”’ Alumni
ask that question in a resent-
ful sort of ' way.

With-equal verve students
reply: “It’s dead!” And they
add, “It's not so much the
Catholic religion anymore as
it is Christianity.”

The answer stuns Notre
Dame parents and grads. And
the gulf of understanding
widens still further because
the point in question is that
aspect of a Notre Dame edu
cation which has meant ‘most
to Alumni. But religion alsc
has great meaning in the lives

of today’s students. The
understanding, interpretatior
and practice of what Alumn
and students consider “re
ligion” are at opposite end:
of the pew.

“The difference is simple,
notes Rev. Louis Putz CSC
rector of Moreau Seminary
who has been a hall recto
and professor of theology a
Notre Dame since 1939.

“Notre Dame in years pas
reflected the attitudes am
practices. of .the pre-concilia
Church. Now we’re living ir
the post-conciliar era and emw
phasis has switched from
‘no-no’ attitude to a ‘go-g¢
mandate.

i e it s ot

Benedict

Elmira — The Abbot Prime
of the world-wide Benedicti
Confederation, the Most Ri
Rembert Weakland 0S.B,,

visiting Mount Saviour Mon.
tery, at Pine City this week.

Abbot Rembert, formerly
St. Vincent's Archabbey, 1
trobe, Pa., was elected by t
Benedictine superiors in Roi
last September to head the
ternational Confederation for
six-year term. He is the fi
American to hold this office

Abbot Rembert is in |

-United States for six weeks

visit Benedictine communiti
He resides in Rome, where
is Abbot-Chancellor of the Int
natiopal College at Sant' !
seimo.,

Recently Pope Paul VI
pointed him to the Concili
for the Implementation of |
Constitution on the Liturgy
the Second Vatican Council.
is an expert on church mu
and before his election as Ab
Primate was chairman of -
music advisory board of
U.S. Bishops’ Commission
the Liturgy.

The Benedictine Confede
tion which Abbot Remb
heads is composed of 18
tional or international fede
tions. Abbot Rembert represe
these federations to the H
See, and serves as a coordina
of communication betwe
themn. His responsibility cev
12,000 Benedictine fathers
brothers who live in 200 m
asteries and 23,000 Benedict
sisters and puns in 400 <
vents. Mount Saviour is one
the two dozen monasteries
the United States.

Disciples Church
Gets Record Gift

Dallas.—(RNS)— A local
surance executive and his w
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore P. B
ley, have presented gifts tc
ling $3 million to institution:
the Christian Churches (Di
ples of Christ).

It was the largest group
gifts ever made at one time¢
Disciples causes. All but $§
000 was designated for mi
terial education. —_—

Five Sen

Baltimore —(NC)— Sweet
changes in the current s
inary system and the immed
establishment of five large
perimental ecumenical theol
cal centers at a cast of &
$250 million to the Cath
Church have. been recommi
ed by a group of seminar
at St.;Mary's- Seminary. here

The recommendations v
outlined in a 15-page open le
to all of the bishops in
Unitéd States:
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that “seminary education i
crisis”; many of those lea
seminaries are going so be¢.
of the “inability to tolerate”
-system any longer; and
those remaining “are being
adequately trained and ins
ciently prepared for the 1
istry.” ,

Cited as the major probl
of the seminary system wern

e Diffusion of resources
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