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Movies And Morals

- seem-to-be wallowing in a seri 1

Theaters in our diocese — as in every city of the nation —
i oVi

duced in a decade. Not only the advertisements but the reviews
by secular critics warn us that all cinema standards of modesty
and propriety have been destroyed by a creative realism which

insists.on.placing.the.camera-like-a-mirFor before-the-mest-private——

and the most depraved passions. Themes, situations and personali-
ties rarely noticed in the daily environment of the ordinary per-
son, even though he knows they exist in the shadows of society,
have become the standard fare on so many movie screens of

communities. : :

When people ask “Why aren’t movies like they used to be?”,
the usual reply is that the film has become an “art form” rather
than an entertainment device. The cinema apologist will contend
that when films begin to treat serious human problems they must
invariably touch on ‘“serious human failures.” Because sins like
infidelity, promiscuity, abortion, perverted sexuality and the
.whole catalogue which fill screen-plots today are human failures,
we must, producers insist, “‘allow films to show immorality as it
really is”.’

Recently some Catholics, and observers of other religions who
have approvingly respected the Church’s concern for movie
quality, were shocked to see the US. Bishops' film office award
prizes to “Darling”, “Georgy Girl”” and “Bonnie and Clyde.” They
were further mystified to note (hat the Catholic Office for Motion
Pictures refused to condemn such adult-theme films as “Who's
Afraid of Virginia Woolf?”, ““Ulysses”, “The Knack” and others.
They simply could not swallow the rebuttal that this trend in £ilm-
judging did not represent a relaxation of censorial vigilance but
was rather “a due recognition that even gross immorality cam he
treated in a manner that is good art, and perhaps even good Chris-
tian art.” The Office still has some explaining to do.

A new book, “Movies and Morals”, published by a Dominican
Father, Rev. Anthony Schillaci, (who may be an expert because he

is publicized as being on the staff of thee National Film Study Proj-

b

ect at Fordham University), bluntly suggests that Catholic audi-
ences need to be reeducated to rid themselves of ‘“narrow muoral
perspectives”. He says: “We hive undergone a perversion of our
moral sensitivity, one which blinds us to the larger picture of any
film and forces us to respond, like the sensors of a fire-detec-

tion system, to-increasingly specialized stimuli trrnrodern-films— -

He calls for a ‘‘vast re-educatiomal policy” by the Church to undo
several decades of faulty guidance on movies. He says_our up-
bringing with emphasis on virlue vs. sin has conditioned Catho-
lics to react automatically and negatively to new-provecative
films which nray be saying something highly moral about today's
society. -

This bothers me: In adviance of the required educatiom in
film-appreciation, which anyone of us probably could enroll in or

buy hooks.about, what does_the good Dominican. Father say-about- - -- }
- 1 ©ision on June IU, 1988, the US Su-

the senses and latent passions of the moviegoer? Existemtially we
remain highly responsive to suggestioms which trigger our physi-

oo fhd P N & o g

M T2 L

t
J;::‘ﬁne:gxrs no ma tg lin'oyv t&g,l}&g&? re-conditioned mot fo lo&l&

Dare we seek out all the movie-hits aiid try out the reviewers’
judgments, no matter how the films offend our moral sensitivity,
simply because we are really looking for ‘the message’? I'm
afraid that procedure would be as dangerous, if not as insincere,
as the producers’ contention that he is really not showing me forni-
cation or nudity or erotic passion, but simply teaching me some-
thing about “‘death of love", *‘ssarch for identity’, “the cruelty of
life” and “the wages of sin.”

A Graduate's Prayer

The following prayer was offcred by Miss Susannah H. Wood, a gradwuating

- -~ ---—-—genlor; at—the Radcliffc- College baccalaurcate servite.

‘ We pray that You will hear usas we think about our gradu-
ation, even though we have trouble using the traditional language

+ for talking to You and though many of us no longer feel a part of

a religious community.

Graduation presses the pist and the future together in our

our

—Father Richard Tormsey

The Holy Father

In public ceremonies closing the
month of May in Rome Pope Paul
gave an inspiring commentary on
the Vatican <Council’s teaching
about Our Lady’s role in the
Church. Here are excerpts from
his discourse:

The Vatican Council dedicated to
Our Lady the whole of the eighth
. chapter_of _the. great Dogmatic Con-

Mary: No One Closer to Christ

Then Our Lady — Who does not
know this? — belongs wholly to
Christ: in Him, through Him, with
Him. We cannot, even for an instant,
forget this other 'relationship which
defines Mary, Mother of Jesus, ani-
mated and living by his Word and
the companions of his Passion.

It if this relationship that gives
reason_for her_every prerogative, for

stitution on the Church, thus placing
at the summit, as it were, of this stu-
pendous dactrinal edifice the sweet
___and—luminou :

enough to make us all feel bound,
by very reason of the Council’s au-
thority for this renewal, to reanimate
our concept of the Blessed Virgin

The Council had no wish to ex-
pound new doctrines concerning-her,
just as it did not aim to say every-
thing possible about her. But it did

such_titles that evervone who is faith-
tul to the Council teachings must feel
strengthened in professing that Ma-
rian devotion which has always been
held in such great honor and with
such great intensity in the Catholic
Church.

We will point out before all else
that Our Lady is presented to us by
the Council not as a solitary figure,
standing alone in an empty heavenly
sphere, but as a creature most singu-
F  lar and most blessed and most holy
precisely by reason of the divine and
mysterlous relationships which en-
compass her, which define her unique
being, and which fill her with light
such as Is not given to any other
creature.

The words in which they are enun-
clated bear so welighty a meaning as
to plunge them in mystery. Let us
listen to them again as they are utter-
ed by the Council. Mary “is so en-
dowed with the high office and dig-
nity of being the Mother of the Son
of God (made man) on which ac-
count she Is the beloved daughter
of the Father and temple of the Holy
Spirit. By reason of this gift of sub-
lime grace she far surpasses all crea-
tures, both in heaven and on earth.”

her every grandeur, for her every
. title to our unbounded veneration, to
our love, to our trust. Just as we
cannot—form-an-idea.of Christ with-
out reference to the supreme truths
of the Gospel regarding his Incarna-
tion and his Redemption, so we can-
not leave out of consideration the

-~ and--our-devotion-towards-hep; oo -presence-of-Mary—and- the.ministra- ...

tions which she was called upon to
fulfill, in the actual realization of
these same truths.

No human creature has come near-

_. present Mary in such a way and with . erto—Christ, none_have.been more

his and more_filled with grace than
she; no one has been so closely united
to Christ as his Mother, and no one
has been so loved by Christ as she
who gave Him virginal birth by the
power of the Holy Spirit, she who
heard his Word with a “fiat” which
marked Our Lady’s whole life, she
who was the willing participant in

" every mystery of Christ’s salvific mis-

slon.

No one has had so great a faith in
Christ. No one has had so great a
trust as she in the beneficent good-
ness of Christ. No one, it is easy to
believe, had so great a love for Christ
as had his Mother, not only because
of the ever incomparable love-rela-
tion that a mother has with the fruit
of her womb, but also because of the
Charity of the Holy Spirit which was
in her a vivifying and loving princi-
ple of her divine maternity.

Yes blessed art thou, Mary, to
whom we now have the unmerited
good fortune to give a title which
the christian centuries always recog-
nized as thine, not in the sacramen-
tal order as a cause of grace, but in
that of the widespread communion of
charity and grace, proper to the Mys
tical Body namely, the title of

1 (Lumen-Gentiumrn—53)-

The High Court Ruling

. —_ Robért F. Kennedy. ;

And Catholic Education

B

The following article was prepar-
ed by the Office of General Coun-
sel of the United States Bishops®
Catholic Conference to explain the
decisions of the Supreme Court and
their significance to Catholic edu-
cation,

Washington — I a-landmark de.—

preme Court opened the courts to
taxpayers® sults challenging federal
e Asaistance fo_parochlal, school stu-
d?éts‘ . ',‘g" .. . f

In a related case, probably of great-
or significance, it also announced that
such assistance {is constitutionally
valld whenever the purpose of the
legislature is secular and the primary
effect of the law neither advances nor
Inhibits religion.

Mr. Justice White, speaking for a
majority of the Court in Board of
Education vs. Allen, affirmed the con-
stitutionality of a New York free
textbook law. The law, enacted in
1965, required public school boards to
purchase textbooks and to lend themn
without charge to all children resid-
ing in a school district and attending
approved schools, including private
ones. The books had to be approved
by the school board and had to be
‘secular I content.” T

This is one of the most important
decisions of the Supreme Court In-
volving private schools. It strongly

minds so that we face it with mixed fe€lings and we do TotU Rmw

what to affirm.

It is especially hard for us because the events of this year
have forced us to have a persinal reaction to public events. We
do not feel like a cool, swinging generation — we are eaten up in-
side by an intensity that we cainot name.

Somehow this year more than others, we have had to draw
lines, to try to find an absoluteright with which we could identify
ourselves. First in the face of the daily killings and draft calls of
the curiously undeclared Vietnam war. Then with the assassina-
tions of Martin Luther King and Senator Kennedy.

There is a strain in all wedo — a sense of “the time is now,”
added to what we would feel anyway as we graduate. We are grate-
ful for what we have learned and experienced here, but we are
not sure we have done the best we could. We feel we have gained
a certain competence, but redlize we fall far short of what we
would do or be. We are excited about next year, but frightened of
it at the'same time.

We pray that You will help us accept the past and face the
future with courage and dignity. Help us to leave our friends with
love that does not depend on geography, and to face loneliness if

‘we must with a willingness to appreciate without a desire to be
-appreciated.

. Help us to prepare a kind of renaissance in our public and
private lives. Let there be bor in us a strange joy, that will help
us to live and to die and to remiake the soul of our time.

\

\

1~ MSGR. JOHN S. RANDALL
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“Mother-of—-the-Church:2 _—

“téé—‘é\h

"I THINK HE'S FINALLY PLANNING TO GET INVOLVED
IN CIVIL RIGHTS — HE JUST BURNEIZ AN OLV

NELSON EDDY RECORDING- OF 'SHORTNIN BREAD.

N

In Face of Violence

... T'ime for Restraint -

affirms the duality of the educational
system of this country — the public
and the private schools each being a
‘matter o? state interest and concern
and both contributiong jointly to the
education of children,

- - In-the thinking of _the Supreme _
t—a-new or novel -de- - -

velopment but a projection of the un-
derlying philosophy of its decision in
the famous 1924 Otegdfi' 'dthodl ¢aseé
(Pierce vs. Society of Sisters,. 268 U.S.
510). The Court then upheld the right
of parents to-send their children to
private schools.

In other words, the religious train-
ing in a parochial school is not a dis-
qualifying factor. It does not prevent
the state from extending aid to chil-
dren in private or parochial schools.
Just as the state may reasonably regu-
late private schools in the interest of
the children, so it may extend finan-
cial assistance to these students, Such
aid, of course, must satisfy a secular
legislative purpose and have a pri-
mary effect that neither advances nor
inhibits religion. .

The Court said, “We cannot agree
with appellants that all teaching in a
sectarian school is religious or that

- -the-processes-of secular and religious
training are so intertwined that secu-
lar textbooks furnished to the stu-
dents by the public are in fact instru-
mental in the teaching of religion.”

Letters to the Editor._

Following IS a messagé by Bish-
op John J. Wright of Pittsburgh,
“Needed: The Ministry of Recon-
ciliation,” published in the Pitts-
gurgh Catholic, diocesam news-
paper, following the death of Sen.

of ~words~which—folowed-on—the-zir
ways the news of the tragedy in Los
Angeles — the crescendo of confused
talk, building up all over the land,
which has become so charaacteristic
of us in times of crisis and is itself
50 great a part of our problem — one

The latest violence to shock the na-
tion, and mankind, confirms more
than ever the need for Christian re
straint, for disciplined speech, - for
maximum forebearance, for avoiding
the violent word or deed which
estranges the evildoer beyond recall,
and for speaking only the word that
seeks to reconcile.

This is a time for the spirit of
Gamaliel, of St. Francis de Sales, of

- Pope John; of -those who- well-know.

the reality of evil and fight it at
every turn, but refuse to be overcome
or disoriented by it.

Such ‘men do mot-give in to-evil;
in patience and in truth they resist
it and conquer it. But they call it by
its right mame. That name is sin.

Sin reveals itself in the spirit of
division, Sin is charged' with sus
picion, intemperance, loud talk. Sin
is stamped all over the present na-
tional crisis. But this is no time for
loud-mouthed denunciation, even of
sin, if by such denunciation we play
into the hands of the opportunists
and ambitious, the revolutionaires or
the reactionaries.

In the face of political moral
paralysis, surrounded by the violent
screaming mob, Jesus, the Seriptures
tell us, kept silent. Pilate Issued a
statement. So did Herod. The crowd
yelled all the slogans that the insti-

--gators..of _their frenzy taught them.

Jesus kept sllent,

The silence of Jesus was not be-
cause He had no plan, purpose or
feeling for the human condition. It
was precisely because He had a plan
of peace, a purpose of unity and a
compassien se prefound that He did
not -utter the angry, defensive word

This moming as I was reading
through the Courler I began to
think what a pity it was that our Cath-
olic newspaper offers so little guid-
ance to the teen-agers of our diocese,
I am referring to guidance in tem-
poral matters and more specifically
to soclal activity within the commu-
nity. The social guidance of teen-
agers is such a broad topic with so
many different aspects to it,

There are many difficulties that
confront our parish teens when they
are introduced to the campus environ-
ment and all the aspects of it.

Such.things as student protests, sit.
ins, marches, the Student Power
movements, the strong flood of stu-
dent resistance to the established
order, the cult of the Hippie, have
finally brought home to the “adult
world” that our young adults, the fu-
ture leaders of our society, have been
left without guidance far too long.

small space in our Catholic news
paper be devoted to these young peo

them some advice as to what college
is all about, what they can expect to
face, what obstacles may lie in their
paths, how to adjust to the various
aspects of the campus environments, -
subjects and subject matter, majors
to choose, study habits, drinking, dat
ing, socializing, ete. .

—Edward De Mott, Rochester,
Senior at LeMoyne College.

Editor;

Pope John wanted a “renewal” We
started out fine with liturgy change,
ecumenism, school hoards, etc. Lately
the pace has slowed down to a crawl.
We haveni’t gone quite far enough.
Until we stick our necks out a little
bit and have the courage the Holy
Spirit has given us to use we will stay
out of the news.

When pastors have the courage to
make up their own parables and gent-
ly remind their parishioners as Christ
would have done that, they may be

committing a sin to deny equal rights
to thelr black brother, then the

ple who are entering colleges: give -

}. I.would like to.propose .that & .. .

Church will be in the news. Then the
young people who are leaving the
Church may consider following in
Christ's footsteps.

When our pastors (administrators)
are willing to let their school boards
and parish councils make some of
their own decisions we will be in the
news.

Why not accept all willing candi-
dates for school boards, parish coun-
cils, etc.? Let the people vote and de-
cide who's #est. There's gold out
there. Quiet people, unknown good
Catholics. It's the good talker who
—gets~ asked  todo—everything. There
is - talent--going to -waste -among -the -
quiet ones.

—Frank Maslyn, Rochester.

which would further divide or ex-
press merely His personal hurt.

It is a time for similar creative dis-
ciplined silence on the part of all who
seek to do the work and perpetuate
the spirit of Jesus. That work is the
work of reconciliation.

Reconciliation at the moment calls
for a responsible guard on our ton-
gues, a caréful control of our emo
tions a season of silence not in light
from either thought or action but in
order to produce ideas and deeds
somechow matching the desperate
‘need in which we stand and . the
titanic task of total
which calls out to every resource left
to us in the midst of our chaos or
still-avaliable - to us from..the mercy
of God.

As one listened to the whirlwind

N

God Loves Us

Last week 1 heard a lecture 6n
Theology and Pastoral Counseling by
Dr. Edward E. Thornton. The theme
of his lecture was that our basic atti-
tude in life shapes. our perception,
‘behavior, and response to life; A
man, for instance, who does not trust
his wife will perceive her actions at

__a_cocktail party as flirtatious; he will

Word for Sunday |

Despite Our Sins

If, however, our basic attitude is
one of trust, of faith, we can easily
become our authentic, genuine selves,
real persons, mot carbon copies. If
1. believe.1 am loved and can do

things, then I can be myself. Our

Christian faith is so important, be-
cause it can give us the correct basic

_attitude toward life and others that

thotght-againof-the-mood-of-pre-Hit-—--------

ler Germany as.violence was prepar-
ing to take over there.

One thought also, by total comtrast,
of the majestic silence of Jesus when
His ministry of reconciliation was be-
ginning its witness and work.

"In the face of violence unleashed
and evil in possession, Jesus kept si-
lent; strangely but significantly, He
made no comment. There was a time

— when He —spoke; passionately -and -
prophetically, but that was when the
violence was not yet in unholy riot
and the eyil mot yet trumphant.

e A ARSI P P Vo

Our present moment {5 one In
which the inflammatory word. and the
violent deed, the word so easy to
utter in anger and the reaction that
is almost compulsive when we are
frustrated, can only multiply the evil
and make all but impossible the
work .of reconciliation. This is a time
to be guided by the Old Testament
proverb: A man who can controi his
tongue has knowledge, a man of dis-
cernment keeps his temper cool
(Prov. 17, 27).

This year has become, urgently, a
time for the soft answer that turns
away wrath, for the persevering work
that seeks no acclalm but produces
peace, for the prayerful meditation
that prefers self-examimtion and
self-renewal to the demuncliation of

no time for recrimimation.

It is a time for utter sobriety, for
honest self-searching and quiet self-
sacrificing, for the silent labor that
binds up wounds, not inflicts new
ones; that builds with what we have
and what we hope that God will give
us, not destroys further the ties of
trust, It is no time for blasfing, coun-
terblasting and further alienafion
even of sinners, certainly not of those
who, however blindly, seek, as Chris-
tians must, sanity and salvation.

The neéd is for that ministry of
reconciliation which is the heart of
Christ’s priesthood. All who have a
share in that priesthood, on what-
ever level, under whatever aspect, are
called as rarely before to play their
part in Christ’s ministry of reconcili-
ation. '

God give us men and women dis-

.posed in this penitential spirit to

work together in the patlent, undis-
couraged ministry of reconeiliation
by which we in the Church, the na-

tion, in all the human family, can .

alone be brought, through our suffer-
ing and God’s grace, to unity in peace.

Physicisn that he was, St. Luke
sought to heal our sinful souls by
writing the Gospel of God’s love for
all sinners, Like pearls in a necklace,
he strings along im Chapter 15 one
parable after A the other: thé¢ lost
sheep, the lost \coln, the lost son. All
echo and re-echo the same message:
God loves us. So have trust.

respond by behaving jealously.

Our basic attitude toward others
can be one.either of fear or faith.
We view others through the eyes of
distrust or trust. Whichéver attitude
we adopt will color our behavior. If
we feel distrust, feel we are unloved
and powerless, we normally react to
make ourselves loved and able.

We build up a protective mask, an
outer shell: we adopt a vicarious style
of living, Thus to be accepted, we
might strive to be witty or devoted.
To be capable, we werk to achieve—
get a doctorate, let us say. Then we
become obsessed with keeping on the

mask, keeping up appearances.

will insure our being true fo our

selves,

The two parables in Sunday's gos
pel, for instance, tell us graphically
that God loves sinners. One of the
hardest truths in life to believe is
thiat God loves us — loves us despite
ourselves, our sins; in fact, loves us

because we are poor, helpless sinners.

Is it not precisely the helplessness
of the small lost child that evokes
everybody's sympathy? Yet we find it

hard to accept God’s great love for
sinners. The ¢hosen people stumbled
over the block of God's love, “This
man eats with sinners,” théy com-
plained.

| !

In all tliree parables the emphuﬁ
is on the one seeking the lost: the .
shepherd, who. lost his sheep, the
woman who lost her coin, the father
who lost his son. Francis Thompson
in one of the great poems of the Eng-
lish language dared to picture the
persistence of the Searcher as that
of a hound in pursuit of his prey. In-
the parables the. Searcher found the
lost, 50 did the Hound of Heaven. For
“Fear wist not to evade as Love wists
to pursue.” What hope, what trust
that should inspire If the joy of the
finder was so great, what ought the
joyful optimism of the “lost” — all
of us — be! . -

v /S

_others, even those who do evil. It is

~-—Parish-Bullel
‘Dropping
Legitimat

"By ALEX MacDONALD
This is the third of a ser
commentaries on parish bull
discussing the general fe:
,opecific ‘merits of §

and et
Bulletins”™ ohserved In dk
churches. -

“Names make news” is ¢
axiom of journalism. And in ¢
ing the weekly bulletins mo
tors or secretaries try to n
names from many corners
parish.

Although so me bulletin
lament that “it’s always the
names on the working comm
pastors admit that publication
doeg stir passive parishioners {
a role in the next parish proje
while catering to the vanity o
who love to see their names ir

Name-dropping is a legitims
-—of teling- parishioners- how -t
ish is run. Recently Fathe
O'Brien at St. Mary Our
Church in Horseheads publist
full list of 41 people who are
weekly parish payroll! Seem

an excellent way to inform t
ish-contributors how many
uals worked for them and wh
saularies went, -

Publicizing names is alway
form for saying “Thank you”.
parishes who have weekly bin
nings list the men who are
working committee for the
Many parish bulletins disclc
altar-boy assignments for the
the lectors and commentato
will be seen at the lectern th
day, the girls who staff the
and the ladies who are goin;
“Our Lord's Housekeepers”.
nition is certainly due all of

. Only a few parishes publ
cord the babies baptized or

Do you have questions al
bug you? Tbhe famous F

.. PAT ANSWERS!.... Bu
write in your concerns az
.. .. Address: PAT ANS
answers will not necessari
—or of the Diocese.

. Q. The papers last week s
groups of people fearing the
the world, because of possil
a planet hitting the earth.
church doctrine about the
the world”?

. —Mrs. B. K, W

I ""A. The Christian Church n

had an official doctrine that

- of the.-world would come at .
ticular time. But the ear.l:
tians did believe that Chris
- have a “second coming” in t}
time. Theologians generally h
Christ’s coming will mark the
the world, that it will be spd
unexpected and that it will
shock to the existent order
material universe. But Chr
us: “Of that day and hour
knows, not even the angels of
but the Fither only” (Math,
Read the final book of the B
Apocalyse, for some of St
prophecies about the events
end of the world.
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