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music director, “The traditional
instruments of our country, a

- part of our cultural heritage, -
stir the sensibilities of our S
-y people, and they experience a .
. new agpre’ciation of the sacred
es.

Chinese music was originally}|
sacred and it is still heard in S
Taolst. anil Buddhist temples, . 4 : BRI g
 ‘but it 1s only since the 4. "
Vatican Council opened new
_vistas for the Church that it
has been considered possible to]

adapt the traditional melodies
for the Mass.

Hearing their own music at
the Mass has been a deeply] -
moving experience for the
Christians here ‘and many
priests think this may prove a
major breakthrough in evan
gelization.
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prevalent church -architecture;
have been un-Chinese. It is these
< non-essentials that the Chinese
priests and enlightened foreign
missionaries wan to change.

Bishop Paul Cheng of Tainan
encouraged Father Ly to experl-
ment with typical Chinese mel-
odies for the Mass and com-
munity singing in church, Fa-
ther Ly, who studied sacred|
music and liturgy at the famous
Abbaye de Saint Andre, near
Bruges, Belgium, and at the
Ecole Saint Gregorie at Toumai,
Belgium, started 10 months ago
to train his choir in traditiomal
Chinese musical forms amd to}..
gather a group of people, Cath-
olic and nonCatholic, who
played the various Chinese in-
struments,

The ancient Chinese musical
scale is pénftatoni¢, that iIs, it
has five tones instead of the
eight in the traditional Western
scales. In practice, no more
than 14 sounds are found in
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and more melancholy, less
varied than the Western,” Fa-
ther Ly said. “In our church
music we return to the spirit

_ of the ancient music with pure-
ly Chinese melodies.”
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Father Ly’s orchestra consists
of 25 members, including six
non-Catholics, one of whom is
the guardian of the Confucian
temple. The guardian’s post is
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