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AROUND THE WORLD

Catholic priests in Caracas patiently await completion of civil
ceremonies before setting out on the herculean task of marrying
500 coup'es who had lived for several years in concubinage. Many
of the couples had several children. Invo}ved in the marriages
‘were some 2,070 illegitimate children. (Religious News Service).

Churches Seek Isrgeli Recognition

.[erusalem — (NC) — Six Protestant churches with a mem-
bership of approximately 1,000 have applied jointly to the Israeli
government for official recognition as religious communities.

Representatives-of - the-six-denominations have been told by~
the minister for religious affairs, Dr, Zerah Warhaftig, that he will
come to a decision within a few months.

Israel is a Jewish state because Judaism is the religion of the
majority of its inhabitants, but there is no state religion. All recog-
nized religions have egual status, rights and privileges.

The groups applying for recognition are: the Southern Bap-
tist Convention; the Lutheran (Norwegian) church; the Church of
the Nazarene; the Pentecostal Fellowship (British); the Christian
Mission Alliance, and the Mennonites. The largest Protestant com-
munity in Israel, the Anglican, was not among the petitioners.

‘Beat’ Mass Draws Fire in Rome

Rome — (NC) — A major Rome daily newspaper has called
for a “‘clear statement’” by Rome's vicariate on the so-called ‘‘beat
Mass,” which has been banned in the Milan archdiocese.

The paper, Messaggero, has been protesting guitar Masses in
Rome at the Church of St. Alessio for some time. The Rome Vicari-
ate has stated publicly that it is taking the matter under study and
that it should not be the subject of rancor in the press.

The Rome daily said that the vicariate commission met May
2 but reached no decisions. “What is the result?” asked Messag-
gero. ‘‘Beat Masses everywhere: at Rome, at Assisi, at Mjlan and
Chieti, etc.”” A clear statement from the Roman vicariate, ‘is
necessary and even indispensable.” N -

Abandon Privileges, Bishops Urged

La Paz, Bolivia — (NC) — A group of 80 Bolivian priests, in
a letter to their bishops, have urged that the Church abandon all
economic and legal privileges granted by the state, including bish-
ops’ salaries. Catholic schools should be open to all regardless of
economic position, and the Church’s building programs, should be
reexamined, they added.

The letter, published recenrtly, sought to focus attention on
the obstacles facing priests in their ministry.

Among the government privileges they oppose, the priests
listed exemption from custom duties and the subsidy granted to
bishops.

“A Church of the poor should not enjoy privilege,” the priests
asserted. o

They proposed that schools run by Religious publish a yearly
financial report, and that the practice be extended to chancery of-
fices on diocesan funds. ;

Lutheran Bishops Opffose Remarriage

Oslo — (RNS) — Seven of the nine bishops of the Norwegian
Lutheran Church have urged their clergy not to officate at mar-
riages when one of the parties is a divorced person whose former
partner is still living. They based their directive on the findings
of a commission which had examined the problem.

A minority opinion among commission experts maintained
that to permit divorced persons to be remarried in church was a
logical position, since “the Lutheran Church does not agree with
the Catholic teaching regarding the indissolubility of marriage.”

British Catholics Forming Talent Pool

London —- (RNS) — Catholic laymen will preach, fer-the - —-—-— - -———————

first time, at all;Masses in England and Wales on Pentecost Sun-
day, June 2, to yhelp launch a drive aimed at involving the laity
more deeply in the managément of the Church.

The drive is officially termed the New Pentecost Movement.
Details were given at a press conference here by John Cardinal
Heenan of Westminster, who said: “Ever since I can remember,

tlll-? laity have sald they could run the parish much better than the
p wt." R R

Cardinal Heenan explained that every Catholic in England
and Wales will receive a card on which he will write a talent or
skill which he can give to the Church. The cards will form an in-
dex of the lay resources in each parish.

The Primate also said that from the days of the Apostles
priests “spent so much time running soup kitchens that they
scarcely had time to preach the word of God. If a priest is going
to do spiritual work and he is to prepare a sermon, it is a great
pity that he should have to organize bazaars.”

Venezuela Seeks U.S. Priests

_ Barquisimeto, Venezuela — (NC) — The U.S. Bishops' Com-
mittee for Latin America has been asked to send priests to help
in a new mission program in Venezuela’s hinterlands.

The plea came from Archbishop Crispulo Benitez Fonturvel
of Barquisimeto, who is chairman of the Great Plains-Mission,
established by the Venezuelan Bishops’ Conference. He sent a sur-
'vey report on each diocese in the mission area, listing its problems
and resou_rce;suH_e also invited U.S. bishops to come to Venezuela
and make a final investigation and choice of site before committing
and sending their priests.

—Kato Yicke

" By MANUEL MIRA

MEalrid, Spain — (NC) — Archbish-
op Casimire Morcillo Gonzalez, mark-
ing 25 years as a bishop, publicly de-
nied® any political connections with
the goverrament after some 60 priests
of hais archdiocese asked the prelate
to resign £rom the Spanish pariament.

“None of the five bishops in the
Cortes has any political aspirations.
But they <o not resign because they
feel it is their duty to uphold Span-
ish 1aw," Tae declared.

He siid at an interview that his
presence in the Spanish parliament
or Cortes, and his place in the three
member Regency Council are determ-
ined by the constitution. As arch-
bishop of Madrid, he and four other
bishops represent the Church in the
Cortes; he is also charged with co-

— (zech Bishop

Gives Views

~On Priorities

Prague——NC)—-Structural._reorgani-
zatiomn, not the filling of vacant Sees,
s the Church’'s important task in
Czec hoslovakia, according to a prel-
ate who was removed from his dio-
cese by this country’s communist
government in the 1950s.

Bishop Stephan Trochta, S.D.B., of
Litormerice expressed his views in
Novin. The publication,
form erly published by the pro-govemn-
ment Prace Priests movement, has
heen restored to Church control fol-
lowing the recent shakeup in the
Czechoslova k Cormmunist party which
led to a lessening of Church-State
antagzonism .

Bishop Trochta said he does not
consi der the reinstaterment of bishops
as a top priority problem in ending
the Church-State conflict in Czecho-
slovaKia. .

He said that the Czechoslovakian
government as well as the Holy See
needss time 1o sturdy the genreal situ-
ation. He added that the present gov-
ernmeent, which is taking a more tol-
erant  position regarding the Catholic
Church, must first solve many other
impoxrtant problems.

He sair ERat the reorganization of
Church structures in the new climate
is the most important task of the
Chure<h at  this time.

Bis hop Trochta spent several years
in thhe Dachau nazi concentration
camp dwing World War 1l and was
liberated by US. troops shortly be-
fore the erxd of the war,
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He Serves in Parliament

To Uphold Spanish Law’ -

ruling the country should the head.
of state become incapacitated.

“Spanish law, to which no objec
tion has come from the Holy See, pro-
vides for the presence of a few bish-
ops in the Cortes and other state bod-

ies, not to submit themselves to poli-
tical action, but to safeguard the re-

nations of its leaders — and the mili-
tant sqcial action of many priests.

“Our young clergy has many good
things: a tremendous dedication, a
determination for renewal, a deep
sense of communion in the Church,
and a sincere poverty in their lives,”
the archbishop stated. But he ex-
pressed reservations on protest

spect for natural law and—the—pxinei-_mmm-b—y priests.

ples of the Gospel,” Archbishop Mor-
cillo told the press.

Besides presiding over an archdio-
cese of 3.4 million Catholics and 329
parishes, Archbishop Morcillo is vice
president of the Spanish Bishops'
Conference, and heads the Bishops’
Committee for the L.ay Apostolate.

He continued: “Church-state rela-
tions in any country of the world
should be cordial ones, and this the
Church tries to insure on her part,
as she has to discharge her mission
among men who happen to be at the
same time members of the civil soci-
ety. Thus the Church maintains rela-
tions even with countries that made
official profession of atheism.”

The prelate also commented o1 two
top issues, the crisis of the l1ay aposto-
late—worsened by recent mass resig-

“Priests must spread the Gospel,
indeed, but not in'a tumultous way.
If they take to the streets, it must
be for liturgical or apostolic demon-
strations.”

The counirywide controversy on
the role of priests working for so-
cial justice-is a good thing, he said.
“I believe we are witnessing the birth

of a living faith, of the true desire .

that our Church life change for the
_better.. Indifference would bhe mamy
times worse.”

Speaking in the cathedral at a Mass
marking the silver jubilee of his con-
cration, the archbistiop told the work-
ers -that he kmew their “sufferings
and hopes.” T

“] know you distrust us ‘bishops,”
he said, “because of apparent signs of

olitical Aspirations’

our delachment from you and your
problems. But I want you to know by

" this pubLic statement that, within the

bounds of respect due to constitu-
tional authority, we will do all that is
humanly possible to fulfill your legi-
timate aspirations.”

Addressing , high-ranking govern-
ment officials, the archbishop defend-
ed the cause of the workers as “non-
Communist.” -

«1 plead with—you to give careful
attention to the frictions manifest in
several sectors of our national soci-
ety. These are tensions of impatience,
and what is right and just in them
must be promptly regarded by you as

evidence of suffering among the peo--

ple.

“They meed——and I am speaking for
them—they need homes, jobs, decent
wages; they need schools, and help

" in keepimg their children there; they

need avemues by which they can free-

'ly marchh in the defense of their

rights, im the presentation of their
needs amd: wishes, im thefr efforts
to participate in the economy of the
nation amd its political life.”

“They neel freedom without fear
or risk, i order to voice their aspira-
tions,” he added. *The working classes
reject communism with the same de-
termination they reject capitalism.
For .this reasom, I am asking your
generous understanding of the Catho-
lic ‘workers’ position; in their apos-
tolate they are trying to improve
conditions within the framework of
social justice and peace, so as to
spare their co-workers the tempta-
tion of ermbricing Communist, totali-
tarian morvements.”
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THURSDAY Evening 'til 9 P.M.

best wishes for health and long life.
For your gift to our new priests
choose from our complete selections.
We'll be glad to assist you in
making just the right choice.

96 CLINTON AVE. N,
115 FRANKLIN ST,

Phone 4541818
CHURCH SUPPLIES AND RELIGIOUS ARTICLES . . .

we'll help wdake you to music,

shave you, shine your shoes, brush your teeth,
take the lint off your clothes, cook your eggs,

make your toast, sharpen your pencils,
] cool you if it's hot, warm you ifit's cold,

make your dinner, wash-and dry your clothes,

provide you with entertainment,
‘and protect your home from thelt.

investor-owned electric light and power company.

Today and every day.

JUSEIS-

OPEN DAILY from 9 A.M. to 5:30 P.M. o ‘
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PICTURE-PRETTY DOTTED
SWISS GRADUATION DRESS

!

. The perfe;:t dress for *a Junior ‘High

- —graduate —dainty and feminine in sheer
All with the low-priced energy we make at your , cool dotted swiss with elasticized em-

pire waistline. The pretty neckline and

»wrists are also elasticized. Wonderful
for graduation parties - ond dress-Up
affairs all summer fong. Iri pink or white

—pre-teen sizes 814,414

_.Third Figor Downtown, also Southtown,

Pittsford Plaza and Greece Towne Mull.
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