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As Eastern Europe Politics Stir 

Chrî tian^Marxist Dialogue Again in 
By Religious News Service 

Vienna—With political events 
in Eastern Europe once again 
on t h e move, the future of t h e 
Christian • Marxist dialogue is 
under renewed international 
scrutiny. After modest if sigrii 
ficant beginnings, the future of 
that dialogue remains__uncer-
tain, however. 

Until recently, the philoso­
phical and political gulf separ­
ating je l ig jouj / ie l ievers and 
adherents of Marxism seemed 
unbridgeable. Throughout trie 
Stalinist era , the Church was a 
target of unrelenting attack b y 
the East European Communist 
governments, w h o s e propa­
ganda against religion, restric­
tions on church functions and 
imprisonment of unsubmissive 
church leaders created an a t ­
mosphere -which made real 
communication between the two 
slides almost unthinkable.. 

Though milder, the climate 
of t n e post-Sialin period T> 
dnced no fundamental changes 
in the church-state relationship; 
hostility to religion remained 
an essential ingredient of Com­
munist Ideology. Within t h e 
past few years, however, a new 
phenomenon has arisen: t h e 
Christian-Marxist dialogue. This 
has been air effort by represen­
tatives^ of- both camps to "ex­
change ideas," t o define a n 
area where agreement and 

possibly common action might 
emerge. 

To some, t h e dialogue has 
been an object of suspicion. It 
is claimed that, given Marxist 
philosophy, no true dialogue 
could be initiated and that the 
willingness of the Communist 
governments to sanction such 
discussions was based on ulter­
ior political motives. 

Advocates of the dialogue 
have, on the contrary, describ­
ed i t as aW undertaking "of Vital 
importance. Prof. Milan Macho-
vec, a leading Czechoslovak 
Marxist philosopher, 'Stated tha t 
"an open dialogue with other 
ideologies is a necessity of life 
unless Marxism i s to petrify in 
the closed system of Stalin­
ism." And Prof. Vincenzo Mi-
ano, a representative of t h e 
Vatican's Secretariat for Non-
Believers, quoted Pope Paul VI 
to the effect t h a t Christianity 
'cannot remain adverse to the 
dynamics of the dialogue . 
to the dynamism of a world 
striving for more brotherly 
life." 

Roger Garaudy, professor of 
philosophy, mem her of the Po­
litburo of the French Commu­
nist party and one of the most 
r e s o l u t e champions of d ia 

o n both sides. As a conse­
quence, Garaudy said, "the 
Marxists had _to abandon their 
dogma that religion is the. 
opium of the , people, and the 
Church had to take into ac­
count t h e existence of Marxism 
as a hope shared by millions of 
people." 

An East European Marxist 
has stressed the "protest cle­
ment" a s a connecting link be­
tween t h e two ideologies. Writ­
ing In-, the GfjmajL-ianguage 
weekly Budapester Rundschau 
published in Budapest, h e said 
that not only Marxism, but 
Christian ideology was "an em­
bodiment of a kind of human­
ism," and "a protest against 
t h e wretched conditions J n this 
world." 

As for the Christians, Vin­
cenzo Miano added that in the 
dialogue with non-believers 
conducted under conditions of 
freedom and equality the main 
aim of the Church has been 
" to contribute to the planning 
and building of a more human 
society; to the furthering of a 
universal progress - which in­
cludes all of humanity and the 
whole man." 

It is also worth quoting a 
Christian voice from Eastern 

logrxe, recently hailed t h e "early-Europe: Jerzy- Turowic, editor-
revolutionary" spirit gaining1 in-chief of the Polish Catholic 
ground in the Catholic Church,.weekly, Tygodnik Powszechny, 
and the decline of monolithismiconcluded that "both the Chris­

tian and the Marxist diagnoses 
of the current situation, in the 
world converge," and that the 
situation compels cooperation 
"especially between those (i.e., 
the Christians and the Marx­
ists) who have t h e will to con 
struct a better world'." 

The first dialogue to attract 
international -at tention w a s 
sponsored by the West German 
Paulus Gesellschaft, an inde­
pendent -Catholic organization, 
and took place in Salzburg, 
Austria, in Way 1965. The 
agenda w a s simply, "Christian­
ity andt Marxism-Today." * 

The Salzburg meeting was 
followed b y two equally impor­
tant encounters, the Christian-
Marxtst symposium in Herren-
sehiemsee. West Germany, in 
May 1966 ('Christian Human­
ity and Marxist Humanism"), 
and the - symposium in Mari-
anske Lazne, Czechoslovakia, in 
April 1967 ("Creativity and 
Freedom i n a Human Society"). 
The next international dialogue 
planned b y the Paulus Society 
is scheduled for summer or 
autumn o n "Christianity and 
Socialism i n a Technological So­
ciety of t h e Future." 

The most important Chris­
tian-Marxist symposium was the 
one oTgranized n j r t h e Paulus 
Gesellschaft at M a r i a n s k e 
Lazne (Marienbad) in April 
1967. 

Its central theme implied a 
philosophical investigation 'into 
mart's present life and future 
prospects, and into t h e role 
Marxism and Christianity could 
play in helping him develop his 
(creative activities. 

The Christian speakers de­
nounced all bonds, past o r pres­
ent, linking the c h u r c h to 
worldly powers, on the ground 
that such bonds were detrimen­
tal to the development of re 
ligious life and freedflnLin-geit 
eral. 

Marxist speakers also strong­
ly condemned integrism and 
monolithism and readily admit­
ted that the new spirit, of so-
cial responsibility permeating 
Christianity could lead to the 
revision "ST obsolete positions. 
Speaking of Catholicism, the 
Marxists made a sharp distinc­
tion between the traditionalist, 
institutionalized Church and 
the conciliar Church, which was 
abandoning old tenets and de­
veloping a new, "revolutionary" 
attitude and responsibility. 

Having this Church in mind, 
the Marxists emphasized that 
religion could also play a posi­
tive role in history and that 
Marx's view of religion could 
not now be accepted as a gen­
erally valid principle. In -true 
socialism, they said, conditions 
should prevail which would 
guarantee "religious freedom" 

and a "free confrontation be­
tween different conceptions." 

In discussing man's existence 
in the modern world, the 
Czechoslovak Marxists (most 
notably Prof. Machovec and Mi­
lan Prucha, a member of the 
Czechoslovak Academy of Sci­
ences) raised questions which 
went far beyond routine hand­
ling of the problem. What was 
the meaning of human life? 
What was the answer to the 
ovewfieliniifg p r <T61 e m of 
death? How could man's real 
mission on earth be refined? 
The young Czechs left no doubt 
about their belief t ha t Marxism 
could contribute very little to 
t h e solution of such problems; 

What was needed, they indi 
cated, was greater Marxist re-
ceptiveness toward other phil 
osophical s c h o o l s , including 
Christianity, which had con­
cerned themselves with the cru­
cial problems of human exist­
ence and could thus offer posi­
t ive contributions to final solu­
tions. 

Such a free and beneficial ex­
change of ideas was, however, 
possibly only in a situation 
where, the state claimed no 
ideological^ monopoly and did 
notr interefere in philosophical 
controversies which were in no 
way part of an ideological 
struggle they held. 
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Novel's Priest Becomes Film's Atheist School Study Planned 
A priest's book about a priest 

making peace has been made 
into a movie about an atheisrt 
unable to avoid war . 

In fact, t h e novel's main char­
acter, a Spanish priest trans­
ported to t h e American South­
west in t h e 170Os doesn't ap ­
pear i n the film. Instead an ad­
venturer-outlaw atheist (An­
thony Quinn) becomes t h e 
story's protagonisrL 

"Guns for San Sebastian" 
started out as a "wri t ing exer-
cise" for the Rev. 'William Bar-
by Faherty, S.J., n o w a 52- year-
old associate professor of his­
tory a t St. Louis University. H e 
thought that trying his had a t 
fiction would brighten h i s style 
when i t came to t h e writing of 
'history books. 

The "writing exercise" be> 
came a 150-page novel titled 
"A Wall for San Sebastian," 
which was published i n la te 
1982 b y Academy Guild Press, a 
small Catholic publishing house 
i n Fresno, Calif. 

"A Wall for San Sebastian" 
Jtelli of a Franciscan priest who 
,:Jiad a t one time been a soldier 
i n the Spanish army. H i s first 
assignment is the mission a t 
San Sebastian, where trie vil­
lagers have become so terrified 
b y Comanche raids tha t they 
have become apathetic, prefer­
ring t o live in t h e ruins left 
b y the raiders than to attract 
a new attack by rebuilding. 

The priest rallies t h e vil­
lagers, helps them rebuild their 
homes and their church, puts 
u p a wall around the village 
and mounts a cannon in t h e 
church steeple. But on t h e eve 
of an expected showdown be­
tween San Sebastian and t h e 
Comandhos, the young priest 
realizes ho i s acting more like 
Cortez than St. Francis. A t 
novel's end, "the priest brings 
peace to t h e village not b y 
superior force but by winning 
the Comanche leader's friend­
ship through the gift of a 
beautiful horse. 

First, MGM asked Father 
Faher ty to add a %,'^love Inter­
est." So the priest wrote in a 
romance between two of t h e 
villagers, and i n so doing 
sneaked In a tribute t o t h e 

New York — (RNS)— Arch-IMcDonnell and Company, Inc., 
bishop Terence J . Cooke has is chairman of the committee, 
named an interreligious commit -He told newsmen that Arch-
tee of educators and industrial-bishop Cooke had charged the 

Father William Faherty, S.J., chats with actress Anjanette Comer during 
the filming in Mexico of "Guns for San Sebastian." 

SouthwesL's pioneer missionary. 
Padre Euseblo Francisco Kino 
S.J. Father Faherty named the 
girl Kinlla (played in the film 
by Anjanette Comer), the fem­
inine form of Kino. 

"Wall" was changed (o the 
more action-minded "Guns" and 
when Anthony Quinn was 
signed for the lead, more 
changes were made in t h e 
script by James "Webb. Instead 
of a priest, the main character 
in trie film, im adventurer out­
law-atheist, is mistaken by t h e 
San Sebastian vi lingers to be 
a priest. H e uses- their faith 
and trust t o s t i r them out of 
their lethargy, 

But although, he does make 
a peace offering to t h e Indian 
leader (Charles Branson), t h e 
offer is rejected and the film 
ends with a rip-roaring shoot-
em-up in which the warring 
leader Is killed. 

Father Faher ty . who watched 

some of the filming in Durango, 
Mexico, and who attended the 
premieres in Mexico City and 

fice business done by -;_:Guns 
for San Sebastian." MGM has 
already paid him $15,000 and 

St. Louis, said he.expected "the, in addition he is to ge t 5 per 
Hollywood ending" and said 
that he was generally pleased 
with the film version, largely 
because he had prepared him­
self to expect the worst. 

cent of t h e film's net, up to 
$15,000 Al l of t h e money is 
going into a scholarship fund 
for Jesuit seminarians. 

Catholic Press Features 

ists to make recommendations 
for the revamping and updating 
of Catholic education in the 
New York archdiocese. 

The committee "will under­
take a major study of all aspects 
of Xatholic education in the 
archdiocese," he said at a press 
conference. 

"I would like- to—see t h e job 
done quickly/' he said. "I hope 
to put their recommendations 
into action as we go along." 

Archbishop Cooke said the 
study is needed to update the 
school system and make it rele­
vant to the problems and needs 
of today's society. Particular 
attention, he said, will be given 
to "questions of how the schools 
can serve the disadvantaged," 
to curriculum and work with 
non-English speaking pupils, as 
well as to basic considerations 
of aims and goals of the paro­
chial school system. 

School financing will also be 
studied. Asked if this were a 
motivating factor for the study, 
A r c h b i s h o p Cooke replied: 
"lijpney, very frankly, is a prob­
lem. If the public school system 
is pinched for money, you can 
imagine the problems we are 
having.' 

One source of the financial 
pinch, he said, is the fact that 
In Manhattan "51 per cent of 
the parochial school pupils come 
from minority groups. These 
people many times are not in a 
position to support the school." 

T. Murray McDonnell, presi­
dent and board chairman of 

*'My only concern was that 
the religious theme not be mis­
handled." Father Faherty said, 
describing his theme as "don't 
just sit back and wait for mira­
cles to solve your problems." 

Now working on a history of 
St. Louis University and a his­
tory of the St. Louis Archdio­
cese, Father Faherty has al­
ready completed his second 
novel, "Wide River, Wide 
Land," a slory about the found­
ing of St. Louis, told through 
the adventures of a fictional 
family. 

Meanwhile, Father Faherty is 
keeping his eye on the box-of-

EXTRA 

Cleveland Sisters Try 

New Postulancy Plan 
Cleveland— ( R N S ) - T h e Sis 

ters of St. Joseph of Cleveland 
a major religious community-
h e re, has^abandoned its tradi­
tional postulancy system for ar» 
experimental program. 

Under the new "associate 
program," candidates for the 
order will live at home, con­
tinue their education o r jobs 
while they gradually " t ry" the 
religious life for a year or more. 

If successful, t h e program 
will permanently replace the 
traditional- postulancy program 
under which girls who were 
considering the Sisterhood lived 
i n the motherhouse for a year 
and wore uniform skirts and 
blouses. Girls^ln the new as­
sociate program will wear ordi­
nary lay clothing, 

Mother Brigid said t h e pro­
gram—said t o be in line with 
recommendations o f the Sacred 
Congregation for Religiousiha 
postulancy programs b e re 
studied — allows for develop­
ment of maturity, responsibility 
and leadership according to in­
dividual t e m p e r a m e n t s and 
backgrounds. 

The program wil l begin in 
June wi th one fuIT week a t the 
St. Joseph Sisters motherhouse. 
Then t h e girls return-home to 
l ive and to attend school o r take 
Jobs. 

I n September, the' girls begin 
- l i v ing i n local ..convents while 

continuing their schooling or 
w o r t " i n the world." They also 
begin taking par t in enrichment 

programs and begin participat­
ing in the community's apostolic 
work. 

From January to June, t h e 
candidates step u p their partici­
pation in t h e community's apos­
tolic work. 

From January to Jy,nc, t h e 
candidates step up their par­
ticipation in community pro-
grains while continuing to work 
or study while they live in 
local convents. 

At the end of a year as an 
"associate," the candidates have 
three, choices. They may con 
tinuo in t h e program for an­
other year o r perhaps two more 
years, they may enter the com­
munity's novitiate; program—a 
year of special spiritual develop­
ment required by Church law— 
or they can drop out. 
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Xerox Corp. Official 
Wins Medal 

Quebec City — Dr. John H. 
Dessauer, executive vice presi­
dent of Research and Advanced 
Engineering of Xerox Corpora­
tion, has been named the 1908 
recipient of the Industrial Re­
search Institute medal. 

The medal is awarded" an­
nually for "outstanding accom­
plishment in, or management of. 
Industrial research which con­
tributes broadly to the develop­
ment of industry or the public 
welfare." Dr. Dessauer will re­
ceive the medal at the Insti­
tute's annual meeting this 
month a t Boca 'jRaton, Florida. 
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For 1 Week Only SPRING PLANTING 
$ 5o95 FLOWERING 

reg $10) CRAB TREES 
READY TO BLOOM IN CONTAINERS 

LILACS 
Potted in Blossom 

$2 95 
UP 
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Spreaders and Uprights 
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OPEN DAILY 
CLOSED TUES. 

Your needs are never measured 
in terms of your means! 

At (.orbett Funeral Home, every service is a com­
plete service regardless of cost . T h e only difference i n cost is the 
price of t h e casket, which y o u select in private without influence. 
Our position is simply to provide the family with comfortable 
surroundings. All our professional services, limousines, parlors, 

a n d chapel are yours a t no extra charge. 

They are given careful attention during 

their growing period. A plant is only 

as good as its root system. Try ours 

this year and see the difference. 

791 each . . . $9.00 per doz. 
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Open Daily 8 a.m.-8 p.m.—Sat. & Sun. 8 a.m. to S p.m. 

group with seeing that "the 
educational complex of New 
York archdiocese is equipped to 
meet the needs of today, in 
keeping with the modernization 
of the Church." 

He praised the archbishop for 
initiating the study committee 
"as his first major task" after 
installation. The committee, he 
said, includes "the best irrhidV 
available in education and fi­
nance." Involvement of lay 
people "in a basic Church func­
tion," he added, was in keeping 
with Archbishop Cooke's con­
cept of the role of t h e laity. 

Asked how open he was to 
drastic changes the committee 
might propose, the archbishop 
replied: "I'm for any change; 
that is for the better," adding 
tha t he would "like to have the 
best (educational system) in 
the land." 

Dr. Bernard E. Donovan, New 
York City's superintendent of 
schools, will be a permanent 
consultant to the committee. 

Other committee-members are 
Cyrus Vance, deputy secretary 
of defense; President James A. 
Perkins of Cornell University; 
President Robert F. Goheen of 
Princeton University; President 
Martin Meyerson of the State 
University of New York at Buf­
falo; President-elect M o r r i s 
Abram of Brandeis University; 
Dr. George N. Shuster, ex-presi­
dent of Hunter College who is 
assistant to the president of 
Notre Dame University. 

Sister Mary Emil, IHM, for­
m e r president of Warygrove 
College, Monroe, Mich.; Auxil­
iary Bishop Edwin B. Broderick, 
rector of St Joseph's Seminary; 
Dan W. Lufkin, board chair­
man of Donaldson, Lufkin and 
Jenre t te ; J. Edward Lunj^y, ex 
ecutive vicepresident of the 
Ford Motor Company; Mrs. 
Edythe Gaines, district super­
intendent, New York City Board 
of Education. 

Archbishop Cooke said that 
t h e 4,408 priests, nuns and 
Brothers and the 3,461" lay 
teachers serving in the arch-
diocesan school system would 
assist in the study. 

• o — 

Inner City Speaker 

Father Francis Vogt, pastor 
of St. Bridget's parish, will de­
scribe the work of the Church 
in the inner city to the Rosary 
Society of St.- Joseph's Church 
in Rush at their May 23 meet­
ing. 

0 — 

Carmelite Benefit 

Friends of Rochester's Car­
melite Monastery will hold a 
"next to new" sale at 475 East 
Main St. on May 21 from 10 
a.m. to 9 p.m. and on May 22 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Co-chair­
men are Mrs. Alvin Fisher and 
Mrs. Orr Sixbey. 
_ o 

Next best thing to telling it 
t o the chaplain is telling it to 
P a t Answers. 
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ST. THOMAS MORE 
Education for the'Whole Man' 
College prep lor boys, grades 9-12. Con-, 
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THE HOLY FATHER'S MISSION AID TO THE ORIENTAL CHURCH 

It's Gold in the Holy Land at night, and families 
uprooted by the war last June sleep huddled 
on the ground. They're lucky to have a "pup-
tent" to keep out the wind and rain. . . . The 
new refugees number at least 250,000 (there 
are 1.4 million all told), most of them penniless 
and without work. Pray God they'll be spared 
epidemics that come from hunger. . . . 1n 
Bethlehem our lay volunteers are cooking hot 
meals for thousands of hungry school children, 
helping to keep them in school. It's a practical 
way to make peace. . . . Refugee teenagers— 
with hammer and pliers, not guns, in their hands 
—are becoming carpenters and electricians in 
the century-old Salesian Fathers' school, thanks 
to $275 scholarships from readers of this col­
umn . ..And at the Pontifical Mission Orphanage, 
Sister Elizabeth-Marie is making old, dresses 
look like new for the 60 little homeless girls 
'adopted' ($10 a month) by our readers. . . . 
"Peace is the fruit of moral force—human good 
—not of the force of arms," Pope Paul said in 
reference to the Holy Land. He asks us to pray 
(and work) for peace, "a gift of love, strong and 
courageous, which only Christ can give." . . . 
We thank you for your goodness and your love. 

PEACE 
IS 

THE 
FRUIT 

OF 
HUMAN 
GOOD-

NOT 
OF 

THE 
FORCE 

OP 
ARMS 

HOW 
TO 

MAKE 
PEACE? 

• Sick babies in East Jordan get tender, loving, 
free medical care in the baby-clinic in Zerka run 
by lay apostle, Claire Glorieux.—Will you give 
her a hand? For costly, imported medicines she 
needs only $25 a week in '68 ($100 a month, 
$1,200 all told). Please help Claire save babies' 
lives. 
• We'lldelivertheseimmediately, inyourname, 
to war victims desperately in need of them: a 
family-size tent ($85), a sewing-machine ($50), 
a bicycle for a nurse ($25), soap and talc for 
babies ($20), Braille books for the blind ($10), (a 
kerosene stove ($6), a blanket ($2), a lamp ($1). 
D You-can feed an entire family of war victims 
for only $10 a month. In thanks, we will send 
you an olive wood Rosary from the Holy Cand. 
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The "underground ehui 
phenomenon. that has 
growing in A.merican C 
cisiiiisr~lfeconxing less an 
underground, more visibl 
vocal. 

Some of its members ai 
calling attention-tor-trie -

ment _. with public state 
demonstrations, books an 
ferenees. 

A Boston College conf 
on the "underground cl 
stressed the widening g: 
tween. the Eoman C; 
Churcli!&."institutional" ©j 
and its "charismatic" fore 

The three-day institu 
"Church Renewal and 
Church Conflict" was spo 
by the Jesuit universitj 
par tment of theology. I t 
lieved tc* be the, first conf 
of its kind conducted on 
man Catholic campus.. Soi 
clergy, nuns and laity i 
pated int the sessions. 

Reaction to t h e movenu 
been mixed. .Auxiliary 
James P . Shannon of Min 
lis-St. Paiil, considered i 
the most liberal Catholii 
ops in the United State 
severely criticized the 
ground. — 

Many of i ts members 
to the term "underground 
alternatfcye. frequently, sug 
is "the Resistance." Both 
perhaps significantly,—ee 
to the, ^activity of patri 
Nazi-occupied territory 
World War I I . 

Other terras coming 
growing use are "fr 
churches" or, simply, "the 
ment." Some scholars a 
ferring to "group church 
"house churchies." 

Many Common Charactei 

Whatever tney may be 
and whatever individual 
ences may b e found 
them, the small groups 
generally make up the 
ground have a number o 
mon characteristics: 

Their members feci 
atcd from authority or 
the mainstream of their 
nal Churches. 

~~ Thvey find little satisfi 
o r personal meaning i: 
usual activities of 
Churchies and generally 

Keep School A 
French Leadei 
Ask Parliamer 

JEaris — ( N C ) ^ J E h e -
-govoraunont has decided 
parliament to extend anc 
fy the law o n aid to 
education. 

The Law, due to exph 
December, p r o v i d e s i 
amounts of state aid to C 
schools, coupled with di 
degrees of state control, 
eral, trie greater the a 
greater the control. 

Under the law, four pi 
available to private, 
Catholic, schools. 

They can remain ' 
state control and withom 
state aid, but even in th 
they receive indirect hel 
-the state through fi 
grants to parents. 

At the otfaer extrem 
school has t h e option 
coining part o i the public 
system, with all expens-
and complete control 
state. 

A third erasiee, know 
"contract of association, 
the go-vernroent contrc 
methods, schedules and-
lection of teachers. 

Since the governme 
sumes all costs, a s s o c 
schools may not charge 
fees, but they may rei 
small fee for elective 
in religion, taught by 
lain, and for the upkeep 
school chapel. 

The" - fou r th cfioTce, 
"simple^ contract," availal 
to elementary schools,.p 
that the state pay hi 
salaries of teachers. Loc 
ernratenvts may pay other 
ing expenses. 

The law, recently a 
"pacification law" by 1 
Georges Pompidou, was 
in December 1959 for 

-year period. The gove 
wants t o renew it for 
nine years, with those 
cations suggested by expj 

CO MIN 
JUNE 7th 
TOTAL 
LIVING 

COMFORT 
INDOORS 

OUTDOOR* 
2T Special 

Supplement 
To ... 

COUWER-JOUW 

•i 


