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Government Official Quoted

'Czech Eastem-Rite

By PATRICK RILEY-

Prague, Czechoslovakia — The new
head of this country’s religious af-
fairs department has declared that
‘ its government is ready—to-hear all
i ) ghievances of the country's believers! -
.. and redress the most pressing.

Dr. Erika Kadlecova told NC News
. Service that-the Catholic Eastern-rite
. MR church—which was forcibly destroy-.
ed by Czechoslovakia’s Stalinist re
gime in 1950—“may be restored.”

" of "proportion

: in_prison. Another
said that as-of the las€ week in

legally or whose serwtencess were out
to thedr offenses.

' Bishop Frantisek Tomasek, a

tolic “administrator «of Pragu'e, m

NC News Service that 16 priests were

Catholic source

March a total of 15 Priests, nins and .
l?y_ pérsons were i prison for re
ligious “crimes.”

Pr. Kadlecova’s formal title is
head of the CzechosEovak -Secretariat
for-Eeclesiastical Affairs.

_interview ‘did Dr.

[Ch&réli ‘May Be Restored’ )

“In the past the political regime
here demied some Christians the
basic needs of their religious life.
We will examine all complaints of
believers, an® try to" relieve what
hurts them most.2 Nowhere in her
Kadlecova use
rigid terminology or argumentation

of Marxist orthodoxy. She, iK€ both

of ‘her new assistants, is a sociolo-
gist of religion from the Institute

- of Sociology of the Academy of Sci-

ences in Prague.

Dr. Kadlecova, betite and very
feminine_ despite the severe coiffure

She said tthat her department had
formally petitioned for the release
of imprisoned priests whose activities
had been motivated. by religious con-

—for those already .out of jail, she said
that rehabilitation .proceedings would
be begun in behalf of priests and
laymen who had been imprisoned il-

By Religious News Service
Prague—The pé_st ordeals and pres-
ent hesitations of a Czech priest who

spent 10 years in prison are revealed
in an interview published-here.

Dr. Antonin Dvorak, 59, a lawyer
and—until-his-arrest-in-1950,-a canon.
of the Olmouc-archdiocese, is now a
telephone repairman in Prague.

He hesitates to returt to the priest-
hood because he wonders whether
the present liberalization process in
Czechosolovakia will ultimately mean
religious freedom “in fact or only in
theory,” :

trade.

Dr. Dvorak was interviewed by edi-
tor Jan Kastan of Lidova Demokracie,
a daily which nominally belongs to
the People’s Party but for almdst two
e decades reflected the views of the
has changed notably since the sud-
den democratization of the Commu-
nist movement which started in Janu:
ary and led to the end of censorship
and the ouster of President Antonin
Novotny.

According to Kastan, the gray-hair-
ed Dr. Dvorak wanted to discuss his
future against the backdrop of- his

- The author of the article says that
a “moving and tragic fate” made Dr.

ietions-or—religious—obedignee--As- - —

She said that shé fully realizs
how undesirable it is that millions
of thholics be torm betwveen their
consciences as believers and their

duties gs citizens.

“We want 16 give (atholics elbow
room for their relizious reeds,” she
declared.

Dw_/ox:ak a member of 3 Ckaurch Con-
mission-of an Action Commmittee in
1949. The commission was asked to
»regu}ate relations bextweenn the Com-
munist state and the Catholic Church
following the Comrmunis tike-over
of Czechoslovakia in 1948

~As early as Maarch 1950, Dr.
Dvorak recalled, the' -Compouanist
secret police advised him te “ar-
range” an agreement pala€able to the
regime or face the conseequences of
failure,

He declined offerss of lmacrative as-

. signments within thee Chwurch which

he said the authorities were not en-

He -mmmm—uﬂe&w:mm -in-the firse plice,—and____ {reasn ha

refused to negotiate behind the backs
of the bishops and £he Vatican.

Dr. Dvorak was arxeste® soon after-
wards. He recalls, writhout bitterness
or anger, wrote Kas®an, hds days and
nights before the actuaE trial an

--Communist regime. The newspaper  sentencing: -

He was put in a stmall umnderground
cell and given woodesn sho-es. A guard
outside the cell issuzed the order to
walk, and keep on walkimg, without
slowing down, for 24 hoaars — once
even for 36 hours — with a few brief
pauses to take misearable food.

Later, at another- prison, “Scrub-
bing the floors was a reEief because
I could at least kieeel for a while.

~ Otherwise I had to walk, constantly

walk, between six in thae morming

“1i¢s and the Orthodox. I have asked

rite had not yet been discussed in
the government itself.

“But it will be discussed, and the
Catholic Eastern-rite Church may be
restored.

“I have discussed this with repre-
sentatives of the Eastern-rite Catho-

them to discuss this among them-
selves and to give us their conclu-
sions. The new ecumenical spirit
makes such discussion possible. The
important thing is that Christians
resolve their internal— problems
themselves.” -

R\eligion\ Pla ys
Role in War
In Nigeria

(Religious News Servicey :

Religious tensions, which
have always existed in the back-
ground of Nigeria's inner divi-
sions, have become a major
factor in the Nigerian-Biafran
war,

As it moved closer to fina!
victory over the State of Biafra
the Nigerian military govern-
ment grew increasingly critical
of Christian missionaries and of
foreign churchmen who have
been seeking a cease-fire,

of the woman academiilc,excused e
self for ot knowing the full details
of the forced union of Eastern-rite
Catholics with the Orthodox Church.

<‘“I Thave been here only- 10 days and..

still have a lot of studying to do,”
she said.

She said_that the question of the
restoration of the Catholic Eastern-

 Priest Speabs O 2, Spent /0 Years

and fen at night,” Dr. Dvorak re-
called,

He was questioned repeatedly about
his allegend espionage activities against
the Ciechooslovak Republic. Only much
later did he learn that he was ac-
cused of illegal contacts with the
Apostolic Nuncio in Prague.

Finally, in January 1951, Dr. Dvorak
was sentenced for high treason. His
punishment for not collaborating with
his police captors—13 years in prison,
a fine of 10,000 crowns, the loss of
all persomal property, and the loss
of all his citizen’s rights. His captors
could not tel him how this alleged

After the sentence, said Dr. Dvorak,
he was placed in various-prison and
labor camps, seven altogether. He did
not bother to avail himself of the
legal machinery to have his sentence
reviewed_ He had never received the
writien sentence.

After ten years in Jalls, he was
told in 1960 he was freed under the
terms of a political amnesty. The
conditiom was that he must net live
In Prague, the capital. He could not,
of course, return to the priesthood.

So he returned to his mother, now
83 years old, and found a fob as a
telephone repairman,

<] have worked so diligently that
once-1 was even rewarded by being .

~ ply are not content with the present

in Prison

—————between—the—Church—andthe—state

When asked how there could be
“Tepresentatives of the Easternrite
Catholics” if the Catholic Eastern-
rite had been suppressed,.Dr. Kadle-
cova replied: “Some priests and be-
lievers do not regard the Orthodox
Church as their church. They sim-

arrangement.”

allowed to go to Dresden;-East Ger-
many, with my trade union group.”

What about the future?

“I am a priest even if I don't hold
any clerical office. In my -heart, there
must:- be no room for hatred or re-
venge.”

“Am 1 willing' to—return to the
priesthood? 1 was offered such an
opportunity by the Ministry of Edu-
cation and Culture last yéar. My for-
mer position as canon with the
Olmouc Archbishopric is still vacant.
But I refused. -

“I shall return otdy after relations

The—missionaries_have—.been
accused by Nigeria of aiding
Biafra, physically and through
propaganda. ’“‘

Those who-seek a negotiated
peace, including the World
Council of Churches and thel
Vatican, have been called “one-
sided” and “misinformed.”- The
ceasefire urged by -religious(]
leadefs would allegedly give
Biafra time to “rearm and to
pregggg__fgna bloodier conflict.”

Nigeria- has forbidden the
movement-of missionaries and|
relief supplies into. Biafra and
has introduced measures which
amount to government security
checks on mission activities.

|__ Historically, the political en-
tity which has been_known as
Nigeria during this century is
a -creation of British colonial
administration, which placed
three African nations or na-
tional groups under a single
rule.

The present Nigerian govern-
ment gains its support chiefly

have been normalized. I don’t ob-
jeet to state supervision of the
Church. A priest too is a citizen of
the state. But I shall not accept the
state’s right to interfere in the in-
ternal life of the Church.”

Wrote editor Kastan:

“The interview ended, but
thoughts remained. And burning

questions, too. The ‘question about|

true religious freedom, in reality, not
just on paper. If it is not guaranteed,
it is difficult -to talk about true de-
mocracy.

“The faithful, who want to be loyal
children of their country and con-
tribute to its well-being with their
strength and abilities, are waliting
for this improvement.”

—
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| ‘Holy Shroud’ Ind

cates Christ Was Short

Jured; causes .excruciating,. une

TWO MILLION FOR N.D.

Noire Dame, Ind. — (RNS)—
An increase of Thore than $2
miljipn, in the total amount of
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-
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' " Ruchan proposed other ques- 495 ALLE without which they will not persevere. The material power
! tll:m;ldWhiCh (;'eligious superiors FROM '_‘"GST D ¥o taisting Duch provided by your monetary sacrifices will encourage tﬁle t;ms{
[ should consider: e sionaries with concrete proof that others care emough abou
“T 0 - W T ="Howean-I-develop a trusti§ - - CALL ANYTIME #58.2845 - - fheh}lbrothem' to deny themselvesi’ That is why everyone should
In an eternal capacity for wis it ; . . ~ Risacrifice every day—EVERY DAY, God bless you. -
dom and ¢hoose to move away(] ROCHESTER AUTO-MAFIC HEATING CORP. o
from authoritarianism? . i9 LAKES AVE neaF Kodak . i s - N
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7 , I allow each person to have his(lf’ and send your offering to Right Reverend Edward T. O'Meara,

¥ have determined that the man

"N News Service
ROME — T'wo Italian experts

who was wrapped in what is
known as the “Holy Shroud,”
believed by many to have been
the shroud of Christ, was not
much taller than 5 feet 3.

The Holy Shroud, a relic pre~ime—ie Catholic University of

served in a church in Turin, is
a long linen cloth bearing the
marks of the likeness of a man
who was scourged, crowned
with thorns, crucified and
whise sidé was pierced by &
lance. It has long been thought
piously that this is the sheet in
which the body of Christ was
wrapped after He was taken
from the Cross. However, other
scholars have objected to its
authenticity since it was not

pro and tudy, the shrowid;
remains a center of interest aand
one of the most fascinating
relics said to be connected wkth
Christ and His Passion. .

Msgr. Giulio Ricci, an arcihi
vist of the Congregation £or
Bishops of the Vatican Cur3s,
and Anatomy Professor Miami,

Milan's medical school in Romag,
recently concluded that the maan
whose imprint had been left ©n
the cloth was about averagge
height of his time, somewhe re
'between 5§ Teer—and ~$and—4
inches.

Their—tomnclusion contradiets
the general tradition which hras
long portrayed Christ as beiang
exceptionally tall and also con-
tradicts the conclusions of otheer

% g0 (hict” CYHSE "b" £HY ham of

the shroud, had beenr more than
sixx feet. However, according to
the most recent study, this is
nost 50, because the earlier
sttadies failed to-take into ac
comnt the position of the body
within the shroud and the meas-
urable distainces between the
vaxious partis of the body.

dn addition to conclusionas re
gaxding helght, Msgr. Rlcei said
that stixdyz of the shroud reveals
that the man in the shroud had
be-en beeaten by two mmen wwield-
ine—whips—each- with Zhree
theongs, each with two weights
at thelr ends. Analysis, accord-
ing to Msgr. Riccl, showed that]
the mara in the shroud had been
steuck by ot least 98 blows—at
least 28 tecause the shroud
dores not show the body's sides

or her say -so that the com-
munity is as much his or hers
as any others? -

wSee Us About Wotl_Living Comfors”

bearable pain. o

Msgr. Ricci also said that the
study of the shroud shows that
the whole body was subject to
great pressure. There was first
a movement of collapse when
the whole body hung down al-
most entirely from the arms and
then a lifting movement when
the condemned man, to avoid
asphyxiation and to bend his

gifts and grants was reported
by the University of Notre
Dame for 1967. The $12,035,000
total was the third highest in
the institution’s 125.year his-
tory.

M
U

LAYMEN PREACH

Berlln — (NC) — Two lay-
men, a physician and a teacher,

head or speak, concentrated all
 his efforts on the nail
mered into his feet and by rals
Ling-himself -was able to restore
himself to an almost normal cir

culation and breathing.

and a housewife gave Lenten
Sunday sermons in a West Ber-
lin Catholic church, in experi-
mental services approved by
Alfred Cardinal Bengsch of
Berlin.

ham-

National Director, 366 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10001, or
directly to your local Diocesan Director, Rt. Rev. Msgr. John F,
Duffy, 50 Che_stnut Street, Rochester, New York 14604.

from the North, home of muost
of the Moslems who constitute
42 per cent of Nigeria’s popula-
tion. Customs and social struc-
tures in the North follow large-
ly North African, Islamic pat-
terns. -
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“YOUR INDEPENIDENT AGENT"

rcle Street

" EGBERT F. Jaﬁ@;oﬂmumna

"Phone 546-2620
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'THE BEST
~ IN MOVING

Agent for -
NA) NORTH AMBNCAN

VAN LIKES

- 473-3120

Tired of knocking on cloiod doers?
Move to Columbial NOW WE'RE OPEN
TO 4 P.M. Monduy to Thirsdeyl An
Extra Hour for Exire Cire. Open
‘tll 6 Thursday and Mriday st Clinton,
Friday "t & at Main, and fridey 'til 8
"at Brighton, Greece, and Ms. Hope.
Gilve your savings the Ixtra Hour at
Columbia for 3% dividends. "
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We proudly present this outstanding Canadian for the first time-td our
friends in the United States. As Canada's oldest distiller, we care a lot

—=about maintaining our reputation for quality. Every drop of Rich & Rare
reflects that care. That's why R &R is Tegistered at tho o ——aw ~—F
distillery: And why we can honestly say a whisky $549 -
as this is a rare buy, indeed, at Q)
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-

as rich
. The Fitth |

WPORTED BY'ASSOCIATED TMPORTERS; INC. BOTILED IN THE US A BY GOODERHAM & WORTS, PEONAL. ILL. EIGHTY PROOF 1




