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C E S P R Q B L E M S : Experts Are 
X 

By JOHNS R. SULLIVAN 
(NC News Service) 

Notre-Ban»ewWftMit-makfes-a 
trying _Jiir a good 

pl/ace for "a man to work and 
enjoy the fruits of his labor? 

More than 100 architects, en
gineers, sociologists_8nd urban 
ologists — that rpw breed of 
20th century generalist — pon-
deredthese questions for four 

jiays. They arrived at no simple 
answer^ 

Often, when confronted with 20th century: Technology must 
the complexities of political and. D e aPPljed to all areas of life. 
technological problems, they ar 
rived at no "answer at all, but 
rather, found themselves with 
a new set of questions. 

The occasion was an interna
tional conference on "Cities in 
Context" sponsored by the de
partment of architecture of the 
University of Notre Dame. 

None of the participant! 
came with any illusions. They 
left with their unease con
firmed: the context in which 

^Amertean^clties exist is -one of 
increasing complexity, 

The stakes are getting higher 
as pollution gets worse, as ra
cial attitudes polarize, as trans
portation becomes increasingly 
bogged down, as the physical 
environment deteriorates. 

Yet the conference failed to 
come to grips with the prob
lem. 

» 

"Some very real sacrifices 
must be made by all of us, i f 
the cities of this nation are go
ing to survive," said one so
ciologist. "ButJ-don't hear_any 
body talking about that. In 

"steld, they seem to he absorbed 
with building. They ought to 
be working—from ihe people 
and their needs toward the 
brick and mortar." 

The planners discussed not 
too enthusiastically the relative 
merits of expert planning vei> 
sus publftT participation. 

They - agreed, j s did Calvin 
FTamlltnn, rlli-prrnr of planning 
for the city of Los Angeles, that 
"extensive involvement of the 
public through citizen partici-
paton has become an impera
tive;" Yet, as Hamilton noted, 
"planners shudder at the im
pact of citizen participation." 
Tnese_planners clearly shud
dered. 

At Desmond. Heap, controller 
solicitor—for the cli 

London, noted: "The thousand-
dollar question, as, of courie, 
'Do the people know what they 
want: do they realize what sort 
of city will be good for them?" 

To Heap, education lies at 
the root of the question. If the 
planners have really done their 
job, the people will know. 

Hen like Heap—British, edu
cated and knowledgeable hi 
urbih development—have be
come-standard fixtures" at such 
conferences. The British have, 
after all, constructed' some 30 
"new towns" since World War 
II, and have_developed an expe
rience in urban planning per-

-hapt-unrlvaled-in-any^Westcrn 
country. 

""New towns" are new to 
America—there are two outside 
of Washington, D.C., and few 
anywhere else In the nation 
To Heap they are essential. 
There simply arn't enough 
cities to accommodate the urban 
population comfortably, he said 

To Lord Llewellyn-Davios, 
head of the Bartlett School of 
Architecture at the UniversityJj 
o* London, new—towns aren't 
enough. The existing cities must 
be made to accommodate new 
situations—and made to do so 
quickly. — 

In the mind of every white 
American, this sense of urgency 
Invokes an almost automatic re
sponse: "We must do it quickly 
or else the racial situation wiH 
so deteriorate that it will be 
impossible." 

Other reasons for haste 
—emerged. The air is becoming 

. Jnjereaginglv Aefoiried._jmd._Ji = 
was mentioned at least once 
that some experts fear that man 
will run out of oxygen before 
many more years. 

Albert V. Crewe of the Uni
versity of Chicago, spoke of the 
problem of accumulating waste. 

He said the treatment of 
waste is a sadly neglected part 
of the economy. The disposable 
beer bottle Is cheap because the 
public cost-of disposing of K 
Is Ignored. The throw-away beer 
can Is cheap because It costs 
to the countryside is Ignored. 
Steel is relatively cheap be-
cause its waste products are 
dumped- Into the Great Lakes. 

If the cost of cleaning up the 
lakes or the cost of treating the 
waste was added to steel-s 
cost, trie economic-picture would 
change. 

There was wide agreement 
that Americans must develop 
new means of dealing with each 
other and with their environ
ment Political boundaries which 
originated in the agricultural 
society of the 19th century must 
give way to boundaries and 
structures- appropriate^ to_jyt_e_ 

Francis B. Smith, assistant 

administrator for university af-that if the space program could 
fairs of the National Aeeonau- do it, so could the cities, 
tics and Space Administration! 
(NASA), outlined significant A s.m.larno£ of hope was 
ties between the management of 'souaded-by Will iam^ Slayton, 
the nation's space program and executive vice president ofjgv 

b̂ an America, an independent 
urban affairs organization in 
Washington. 

the needs of the cities. 

Both require a variety of 
skills, Smith, said, and involve , Poverty can be eliminated if 
long range planning and oper-, b e c o m e c o n v l n c e d , t i s 

cheaper to eliminate than to 
treat, he said. Discrimination 
and its effects must be elimi 

ations which must be coupled 
with rapidly developing tech
nology. 

Smith offered -no—concrete. 
way,lo apply modern technology 
and management techniques to 
urban problems, but in^ied^gh^ical rehabilitation and re 

nated.JbLJJae„ĵ tjtes are going 
to survive. When these two 
factors are dealt with, he noted, 

construction will become more 
simple. 

By the end of the conference, 
at least one participant saw a 
thread connecting this^ isolated 
-discussion with the nation at 
large. i ' 

"We don't face a crisis of 
conscience," he-said, "but_we 
do have a crisis of leadership. 
We all know what should be 
done, or at least what questions^ 
have ToTTie answered, but no
body is willing to walk out on 
a limb and suggest the an
swers." 

His statement was accurate. 
"Each of the speakers was highly 
descriptive; none had a pre
scription, with the exception of 
Slayton. 

Able bodied persons must re
ceive jobs from industry or 
"ggvernmentr~and-Hmothers and 
the handicapped must receive 
adequate, dignified welfare aid, 
Slayton said. 

Fair housing must become 
part of this nation's law. "We 
shall not be able to rebuild 
our central cities on any scale 
other than a mere patching up 
of the more obvious deficiencies 
until we have broken dowit-the 
patterns of discrimination to an 
extent that will permit the 
Negro in the . . . ghetto and 
the Spanish-speaking American 
in the central city"': . . to move 
Into peripheral areas." 

M i i r l b o r o Mus ic rt 'Miv.sl presents 

'JtiJUSTC F'TtQM 
MARROW 

Rudolf Serkin, Art ist ic Director 
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No. Tickets at 
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(NC News Service) 
Rome—There has been n 

talk lately about the refon 
the Church's central adm 
trative offices — the Roi 
curia—but nothing Jhas.. 1 
said about the employmen 
women. 

- Because of the unspoken 
iron-clad rule never to em 
women in the Vatican off 
even as secretaries or clea: 
women, people have comt 
think of Vatican City as a n 
world. — 

Yet this has never heen 
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