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She has a lot to look forward to.

Growing up, fun with friends, education, lots of love.
And, in 15 years or so, her own wedding day.

On that glorious day she'll be able to wear

the very same gown her mother wore. Crescent
Puritan makes it possible withFOREVER YOURS
Service, truly one of the most incomparable services.

When a wedding gown comes in, it is first
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cléaned in avery special way thatis very kind to

the precious fabric, yet very thorough.

Then the gown is carefully stored in an airtight

container, where it stays fresh and new indefinitely.

When the time comes, the gown emerges—

lovely as ever, ready to glorify a radiant bride.

Doesn’t it make sense for you to get acquainted

withFOREVER YOURS Service?

And what oﬁwonderfuf‘giﬂ to give

to foday's bride for tomorrow's bride-to-bel
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Birth"Coontrbl : An Iss‘u‘  for the

- -By-Father-Arthur- McN ally, C.P.

(Reprmted from “The Hour of the
o Crucified”)

“Most NonJCathohcs do not _see_an
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ing morally w wrong g about birth con-
trol. A growing number of Catholics to-

"' day seem to have their doubts, There-

fore, since so many peoplt seem to be
in favor of a change, why doesn’t the
Pope act?”

There is probably no issue today that

creates more tension between the -

Church and secular society than the is-
sue of bu'th control

Many non-Cathohcs are obv1ously
puzzled by Pope Paul’s failure to aban-
don the Church’s tradition teaching on
this subject.

Some would go so far as to say that
Paul might as well do something now
because he will have to do it eventual-
ly--when- oppesitien to- the- traditional
teaching reaches high tide.

The difficulty with this way of look-
ing at. the problem ts that it presumes
that Christian morabity can be de-
termined by majority.

_ Of ¢ course, it it can’t. The Holy Father,
deposzt of of faith,

modern society, but he has no mgndate
from the Lord to change this teaching
when it becomes unpopular.

There are two extremes: Those who

expect the rank and file members of
the Church to decide this question and
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then pressure the Pope to implement
their decision; and others who expect
Pope Paul to make the decision all by
himself and then spread the word to

~the-rest-of -the G.hur.ah—«r ot v s e

Actually, rna.ny the,o]oglans in the
Church today believe that when the
Church’s present quandary on birth
control is resolved, it will be resolved
in a way that lies somewhere between
the two solutions we have just mien-
tioned.

The Church’s final decision on birth
control will come neither from the

o

ars — insights gradually incorporated
into the Church’s official ‘teaching.

Because of Tradition, the Chirch’s
‘teaching is not static, but dynamic. It

changes. More prec1sely it develops. "

Thus, to have an adequate grasp of
the Church’s teaching we must view
this teaching in a historical -perspec-
tive:

First, there is God's Divine Revela-
tion transmitted to us in Sacred Scrip-

ture and officially interpreted for us
by the Church.

lwa#ondg—-.&—chumhvs»&md

It will come from the whole Church.

To really understand this we have
to understand the role of both Scrip-
ture and Tradition in the formuiation

--of Chureh doctrine.

Much of the Church’s teaching, of
course, comes to her directly from
God’s Divine Revelation. For instance,
the Church teaches that adultery is
clearly condemned in Sacred Scripture.

But there are many things the Church
teaches today which are not explicitly
contained in the Old Testament or the

ivilie” ;" Contraceptives-but’ have-Tiow” givenit: T

revelation in Sa.cred Scripture, the
Church also draws her doctrinal and
moral teaching from Tradition.

This Tradition embraces the msnghts
into revelation contributed to the
Church by her great Saints and schol-
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tion, the wisdomn and experience of
the Church’s Saints and scholars and
ordinary people who over the centur-
ies have pondered the implications of
~ Scripture and have passed on to us

~“the fruits of this collective experience..

How can we relate this to the ques-
tion of birth control?

First, we must ask, “What does Sac-
red Scripture_have to say on this burn-
‘ing issue?”

Unfortunately, .not very much. Cath-
olic theologians in the past have tried
to find passages in the Bible that would
_serve as arguments agamst the use of

up as an impossible task.

When we turn to the Church's tradi-
tion for guidelines on the quesuon of
birth control, we run into a similaf
dxffnculty. For until recent times, the
Church’s theologians developed their
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‘positions on birth contrp] writhout the
benefit™ of insights we riow have into
the importance of the inter-personal re-
lationship between husband and wife,

=+ - ~and-the-marriage--act-as-a-Means-0f-fos—

tering this relationship.

Our traditional teaching developed
at a time when we did not have the
detailed scientific knowledge that we
now have about conception, at a time
when oral contraceptives were un-
known, ata time when the Church did
not have to cope with the pressures of
an urban society in which a small fam-
(ily is ofen an economlc necessity.

All  these factom have caused the
Church te take another long look at
its teaching on birth control to see
whether a development is called for
_this area,

Today, in order to come to a de-
cision on birth control that is an au-
thentic reflection of what the Spint is
saying to the Church of Churist, Pope
Paul must put this question to the
Church: -

Does the Church's teaching on birth
control need to be changed in the
light of modern developments?

foundly affects the whole CRaurch, iro

top to bottom, it is not enough for
Pope g;aul to take asurvey of-the Bish~
~ops. He must call on the excperience of
married people as well, cspecially since
they can provide insights oxa this ques-
tion that no celibate cleric wwould have.
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