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* Careful Preparations Make

By Fr. Roy Kigginf
Our Lady of Lourdes, Elmira
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The day of Marriag(?';éula Be one
of life’s landmark days. Recognition of

quette during the ‘weeks of ‘preparation
for the Marriage will go a long way to-
ward insuring the happiness of the.
wedding day. i

Before you arrange honeyimoon time,
rent a hall or do much else about the
wedding, contact your pastor. If possi-
ble, get in touch with him three to six

v

him to explain Catholic belief. The ob-
jective is not to convért, but to help

him appreciate Catholicism’s- view -of ¢

God and His dealings with meén.

gifts; gift and wedding ring (if desir-
ed) for the groom. :

The groom’s major expenses come
after the wedding when he starts to

@

Sound Basis

make arrangements with your physician
for the pre-marital blood test required

— —before _you -can—be issued- 2 -marriage — 7§
license. This visit to your physician_is_.

gk B=planmngthe cefemony with your
- pastor, ' request a- nuptial~ Mass, “The -

Marriage Mass will enrich your wed-
ding day both materially and
spiritually.

Be prompt in getting any documents,
such as baptismal records, that your
pastor might require of you. Talk over

parish regulations regarding such things

support his new wife. Still he has some
- expenses- in--conjunction—with the wed-
ding. These include engagement and
wedding rings; wedding gift for the
bride — usually jewelry; gifts to your
best man and ushers; the bride’s bou-
quet and your ushers’ boutonnieres;
the Priest’s stipend and honorarium to
the altar boys; the wedding trip; and,
of course, the marriage license fee.

an-excellent time to have a complete
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physical check. Take the completed

blood test statement with you when you
apply for your marriage licensé. Re-

member that both parties must appear’

in person when making application for
the license. This blood test is valid for
thirty days.

With a reasonable amount of fore-
thought you can prevent the week be-

wonths before the desived weddingas flowers,music, .and photographess

e

date.

The Priest to call on is the pastor of
the bnde: or should the bride be non-
Catholic, that of the wroom. If you
wish to be married clsewhere, first seck
the proper pastor’s permission to have -
the ceremony in a chuwch other than his.
Onee vou and your pastor have agreed
on a definite date, you can proceed
with printing the invitations.

Vistt-the Pastor

Contacting your pastor carfy has an-
other advantage. Itgenables you and

for further meetings. These future con-
fererees will give him an opportunity
to talk with you about the Christian ap-
proach to Marnage. Your pastor might
ask you to attend a scries of Pre-Cana
Conferences.

Should vour future mate be non-
Catholic, your priest will want to sec
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Rules affecting these matters vary from
parish to parish, so do not make defi-
nite plans in these areas until you know
what is acceptable.

’

Many expenses are involved in get-
ting married. Be realistic from the out-
set. Ordinarily the bride’s parents bear
the major expense of the wedding, but
often today’s brides, with well-paid
positions, share the cost with their
parents.

Set up an overall budget that will
keep expenses within reasonable limits.

Thezwedding-is.bound--tohe.less joy:

ous if the bride and her family have

had to go into debt for it.

' Major items to be listed.in the bud-
get are wedding gown and veil, acces-
sories and trousseau; invitations, print-
ing and mailing: flowers; organist’s
and/or soloist’s fees; cake, food and
drink for the reception; bridesmaids’
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In planning the bridal outfit keep in
mind the rules of good taste and mod-
esty. Consult with your bridesmaids so
that you can take into consideration
their pocketbooks and tastes.

The bride-to-be should be careful
not to neglect her mother. Let her have
a major share in her daughter's mar-
riage preparations. Her years of experi-
ence make the mother a valuable ad-
visor in such matters as etiquette and
shopping. T

As plans for the Marriage become
more involved, the necessity of clarify-

Having at hand a complete, up-to-date
bouk of etiquette is essential. In pre-
paring for a Catholic wedding Kay Toy
Fenner's American Catholic Etiquette
should be very helpful.

T he Blood Test.

Several weeks before the marriage

filled with frenzied preparations. Much
will have to be done in the days im-
mediately before the ceremony, but it

should not be so much that you both °

become exhausted and irritable. There

should be periods of calm and quiet -

during that last week so you can gather
your thoughts and reflect on the im-
portant step you are about to take.

Usually a rehearsal is scheduled for
the bridal party on the evening before
the wedding. Be on time for the re-

“hearsal, since its purpose is to help you.

When each member of the bridal party

manppointsokprocedurewilarise... s=knows:imadvanceshis-oxactsrolednsthestac Pmnsmumi Romes

ceremony, there is less chance of ten-
sion and nerveusness building up to ex-
treme levels.

The Priest conducting the rehearsal
will be willing to provide the Sacra-
ment of Penance for any or all the

(Continued on Page 254)
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Please Bring Your
Roem-Measurements

Open Evenings °til 9

T Sat. "til 3 P.M.

Home

Shop at
It's so convenient! One of our expert . .
C:ryw{ Consultants will be pleased to Just off Dewey at 400 Steps Sign

call at your home with samples. Co- L )
—ordinate the colors and carpet Stylé-you—~§ . o B
want with your interior plan! .

Please Call

1 458-5321 _I R Plenty of Free Parking
| " ROCHESTER’S FAMOUS STORE WITH YOUR POINT OF VIEW!

7 400 Avis St.

Second St. Below Ridgeway off Dewey- -
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