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’Paﬁ;nts Group
With Cardinal |
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! who see “bad influence” in “de-
\ o parture from tradition” have or-
—-- = =panized to- take the'side of the
hierarchy in a dispute-with the

against a “modernizing trend”
shown in the sisterhood’s new
r.les of dress and religious life.

The sisters now are permit-
ted to give up their religious

ernment by vote and to adjust
.~ the scheduleof spiritual exer-
cises to fit the working day.

(Among the flrst to abandon
the religious habit was the na-
tionally known artist, Sister
- - Mary Corita, who wears stylish|.

skirts dnd blouses. Nazareth

- College has had an exhibit of
™" her work for the last several]
days.)

The initial public reaction-of
James Francis Cardinal McIn-
tyre to the new dispensation
] was to ask the order how many|
- - . sisters wished ‘‘to retain their
teaching capacity in our schools
as Religious.”

‘Without amplification, this
was taken to mean that only
those who chosec to abide by the
old rules would be welcome as
teachers.

The Sisters charged that the
Cardinal would oust them if
“they persisted In thelr experl-
mental reform, and the arch-
diocese Indicated that it inter-
preted the order’s position as a
threat to withdraw.

The order runs 28 of the 285
-~ -~ - --diocesan elementa¥y schools and
four of the 80 high schools, and
Has some teachers in three
other high schools.

A statement from the dioc-
esan cducation department said
that “those Immaculate Heart
Sisters who deccide to remain
in our schools under some modi-
fied "and approved form of Re-
ligious life will be provided
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An editorial in Tidings, arch-
diocesan newspaper, sald that
the Sisters have not been
“fired" or “dismissed” from the
schools because of their re-
forms. Instead, it charged that
“in an ultimatum issued last}"
October, they threatened to
withdraw from the schools un-
less those in charge of the
schools of the archdlocese would
agree tocertain changes they
were about to make iIn the con-
e .. duct of the schools.”

These changes, said the edi-
torial, “Involved far more than
mere adjustments of turyiculumi-
or assignment of teachers” (al-
though the order also said it
, wanted to withdraw some teach-
ers so they could earn advanced
degrees). .

“Far more important,” said
the editorial, ‘“they involved
basic changes in the structure
of religious life, which inevita-
bly would affect their work in
d the schools. Those in charge of
- i the schools of the archdiocese
do not believe that they .can}
conscientiously agree to those
changes.

~

“The decision as to whether
they will withdraw from the
- .. _schools is therefore in the

hands of the Sisters them-
selves. y "

The dispute over the changes
is new in the hands of the Vati-
can’s Congregation for Reli-
glous.

Paulists Eet
Them Thinking

* New York — (NC) — The]
Paulist Fathers are starting a
series of lunchtime discussions
between the public and com-
munity business leaders as
o “one small attempt to close
the vast communication gap
existing among diverse groups
of New YorKers.”

The informal luncheons were
run last year on an experimen-
tal basis, according to Father
. Robert D. Benedettp, director
- —of the Taulist Information Cen-
ter here. He said that the ex-
periment included 35 to 50
executives, students and white
collar workers who brought
along lunches in paper bags ot
from ucarby delicatessens.
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Research Slated _
On CDD Pr ograms Sg(;r::sl’ a::d St:;;ﬁ%—%%-—k(lhce—use Of Dogs - |Father Edward ~H. Flannery,|ther Flannery in recognition of|

Washington —(NC)—Present|other diocesan agencies and| Newark, NJ—(NC) — Agi-
systems of religious education
throughout the nation will bé

‘ . e . ‘
p ln Dlspute o probed in a‘research project in-
. I} .

. augurated .by the Confraternity
o Los Angeles—(NC)—Parents|0f Christian Doctrine (CCD).

AT Father—John—S:-Russell of Syr-

fl_ll and withr authority of thelcompleted by late January. It
hierarchy.” It took a standfincludes queries on: CCD per-! Marazanae.

garb, to determine convent gov-| .
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