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CE)H__loIic_ A;enc_f Gave:
Fast Relief For
Viet- War Victims

Archblsho
‘Agrees Wlth
Riot Report

Saginaw, Mich. — (NC) —
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| Sf. Bridget's

Property

By FFATHER PATRICK J.
: BURKE, S8,

faigon — (NC) — When the

Viet Cong launched their sur-

prise offensive in Saigon at Tet

(the lanar new year), Catholic

Relief Services (CRS), the over-
] - sens re=lief agency of U.S. Cath-

: J olics, was able to respond im-
_ . mediately to the requests for
1 emergexncy supplies of food and
medicime&

Father Robert L.. Charlebois
of Gary, Ind., director of CRS
in Vietnam, and his staff were-
able tor send food and medicines
to the refugee centers establish-
ed in the Saigon area on the

ered by the report CRS helped
over 280,500 poor and needy
Vietnamese affected by ther Viet
Cong offensive with 290 toms of
food valued at $217774. ’

In addition, four and one-half -
tons of soap and 34 tonxs of
clothing were distributed dur-
ing the same period to 248 refu-

— gee centers, institutions, organi-
zations, schools, hospitals, kepro-
siu'i_a and approved social agen-
cies.

Rochester Catholics w il
help the Catholic Relief
Services described here by
answering the 22nd anmual
Catholic Bishops' Overseas

he said, “and yet it is the

Archbishop John F. Dear-
den of Detroit told an audi -
ence here that the National
Advisory Comnmission on -

€ivil Disorders was correct o7

in pinpointing ‘white rac’ The gift that could not be
ism” as a-majorc ause of given may become a bless-
last summer's rioting. ing in disguise. -

True, the property of St.

“The use of the ugly
word ‘racism’ disturbs us,”
! s to theé federal government
right word. It disturbs us as a housing site for the
because it conjures up me- poor. '
mories of Buchenwald and v
Dachau . .. apd the deep Nonetheless, the sacri-

But Be

Bridget’s parish will not go ..

first day of the emergency
. (Jan. 31),

During the three weeks

. Truce Attack

—Aid- Fund Appeal in their
parishes on Sunday, March
24. The national goal of the
collection is $5 million, the
minimum -required to mmain-
tain the world-wide program
of mercy sent to 70 countwxries.

weakening our own coQun
. try " )

The archbishop, president . of

the National _ Conference of

Catholic Bishops, spoke on ‘“The
Role-.of—the Church in the

COV-

wound of racism\that is now

ficial spirit which drove
Bishop Sheen to make the
original offer touched the

. hearts of people across the

\nation.
Those who lacked —decent

/4
mg their plight was not forgot-
ten.

ift is Restmded
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“The Happenlng it St Bridgef‘ s”

" “We of St. Bridget's want to

_thank Bishoep Sheen," stated Fa-

- - ther Francis H. Vogt, pastor of

The very willingness to make
- the offer set a stindard of
Christian generositsy and  con-
cern for the poor that will en-

the parish Last Sunday, and “we
pay tribute to his zeal and his
concern for the poor.”

courageé similar largéness of
heart.
= - Evén the furore which fol-
lowed the first anmouncement
on Ash Wednesdiy gl its side
benefits, while simaultaneously
causing the Bishop to recon-
sider, then to rescind the un-
usual donation.
t
Those most directly affected
by the proposed gift did not
overlook that spirit that shaped
it:

“"For St Bridget’s parish, the
—events which followed the origi-
nal-annourzcement triggered a
flood of loyal affection that
flowed far and wide. The pa-
rishioners showed in a hundred
ways that thelr wormn but still
vital churckh and school played
a_great part in their lives,

“We hive been glven a ter-

rific lift by thoe response of the

—- —people of the neighborhood,”
Father Vogrt noted. “It is reas-
suring to kknow that the very

~

efits Remain

presence of the Church in the .

neighborhood . brings ‘hope and
comfort to so many.”

Then too, the respectful but
dissenting letter of the 123
priests who urged Bishop Sheen
to reconsider his decision was
handled as humbly as men can,
who feel impelled to advise
their recognized superior on a
vital matter.”

Father Vogt summed up the
views of countless people when
he told his people:

“We disagreed because we be-
lieved that the proposal would
remove St. Bridget's (buildings)
without accomplishing what he
(Bishop Sheen) really wanted.”

Unities Civic
Resistance

By FATHER PATRICK
" 0"CONNOR

(NC‘News Service)

Saiggon — The shock of the
communist ““Tet truce™ offen-
sive lxas produced what prom-
ises to be Vietnam's most rep-
. resentative association of na-
tionalist anti -comamunists, Imi-
portarat persons seem to realize
that factionaX rivaXries, regional
jealousy and chronic criticlsm
are foms of intramural ath-
letics too costly and dangerous
for the present tirme.

*The committee for the Peo-
ple's Save-TheNation Congress
hos been formed to unite 'polxt-
ical, religious and other groups
in resistance to communism.
The decision to form it was
reached by -promxinent politcal
personqalities, some of whom op-

posed the present government -

dyring and after the elections
of last Septémber.

“Thre communists have tried
to capitalize on ouxr divisions in
the psast,’ the statement said.
“We want to strengthen the
forces of anti- communism "

Pope Paul

" Pleads For Needy Children

Newy York—(N(‘)—Pope Paul
VI urged the more than six mil-
lion Catholic school children in
the Urnited States “to do every-
thing you can to help aii those
boys and girls who-live in coun-
tries where  there is ~hunger,
suffer-ing anxd sickness.””

The Pope’s plea was made in
his aranual Ash Wednesday mes-
sige to American Catholic
sthoo3 children which opens the
Catholic Bishops’ Overseas Aid
Fund_ Appeal Thie Pope’s ad-
dress wag - brdoadcast by the

nationx’s major radioc networks. .

The annual Leraten campaign
inU.S, Catholic mchools is the
inifia¥ phase of the 22nd annual

During the threeweek period
CRS gave medicines and medi-
cal equipment to 307 emergency

. clinics set up for civilian casual-
ties, hospitals, medical health
teams, institutions and govern-

ment agenecies. In the first three
days of the emergency, CRS in

New York was able to air-lift

penicillin and other antibiotics
and drugs to Saigon.

A big feature of CRS help
during that time was the work
of its 12 Sister-nurses who, staff-
ed 23 emergency clinics i refu-
gee centers in the Salgon area.
They moved from center to cen-
ter as their help was needed.

Bishop Slated
For Holy Hour

Bishop Sheen will conduct a
special Holy Hour for members
of the Nocturna] Adoration So-
ciety on Saturday, Marchh 9 at
9 p.m. in Sacred Heart €Cathe-
dral. ‘

Members have heen asKed to
be present by 8:45 p.m. accord-
ing to Urban G. Kress, execu-
tive secretary of the Nocturnal
Adoration Group.

N
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erty in  which they live, we
know that you would do every-
thing possible ‘to help them,”
he continued. :

“Duridg ‘Lent, you can re-
lieve the suffering of these
boys and girls .. . you can

put aside what you would spend-
on your own pleasuress and
enjoyment to make an offering
to the collection which your
bishops hold each year in order

—Of the $5 miilion nationat - goal

Urban Crisis” to a standing housing could take ?eart -know-

room-only crowd at St Paul
Seminary.

The Church, he continued,
must be in the forefront of the
effort to ‘“restore to our peo-
ple confidence and ‘hope and
a strong desire to reestablish
more solidly than ever before a
spirit of unity and concord.”

He also said that the Church
must teach “whete man's re
sponsibilities to God and to man
lie . . . and the message must
be . . . clear . .. courageous
. . . persistent, understanding
and persuasive™

He likewise\echoed the senti-
ments of th nds when he im-
mediately added, “I think that
Bishop Sheen's idea was basic-
ally a.tremendous one.”

The sequence of events which
followed in rapid order after
the Bishop's dramafic announce-
ment on Ash Wednesday (Feb.
28) were briefly these:

Father Vogt stated the same
evening that he felt the gift
was a mistake, that he would
urge the Bishop to reconslder
his decislon.

° A barrage of telephone calls

Archi)lshop Dearden warned
against “slogan mentality.”

‘“The white commanity hears
am expression , like “black pow- -
er and immediately becomes -
apprehensive,” he sald. He
pointed out that “fheere-is- much
in the ‘black power” movemnent .
that we must recognize as walid
and good. It aims at achieving
for the Negro a seyse of self-
identity and of pride of race
. .. & desire to make use of
his strength . . . to achieve just
mno

“We need to judge the issues
that are involved,” he sald, *““not
the words in which they are put
nor our reaction to the persons
who put them.”

began to inundate the Pastoral
Office and St. Bridget’s rectory
with a groundswell of public re-
sponse, mostly supporting the
retention of the parish prop-
erty

WEpaper accounts brought
St Brldget‘s suddenly into thi
public gaze. Father Vogt's 1.
years of labor with the poor,
the fine job being done in the
school by devoted sisters and
lay teachers, the warm-hearted
volunteers who staff the par-
ishe’s varlous service programs
—these were all described in
detail.

A contemporary note of stu-
dent protest was briefly struck °
by ‘half a dozen Mongoe Com-
munity College coeds who
graced the sidewalk before the

to.send food, clothing and me_dl
cine to these poor children
Pope Paul said.

-—Proceeds fromn the campaigs
support the global programs of
Catholic Relief Serwices, over-
seas aid an d development S —
agency of Americarz Catholics. ] &
set each year for the appeal, ST. BRIDGET'S CHURCH, a
approximately $1 mildion.is real-
ized from the children's dom-

housing was rescinded this week.
tions. .

landmark in Rochesters 7th ward will con-
tinue to be so, after a decislon to donate it to the governmént fox federal commitiee who had presented

Uit i TR TR R BT T TR TR R AU SRR RN o TR s TR T T TR ll|llmlilllllllmllﬂllllllllﬂllllIII\IflmlllﬂiIIIIIIIIlmlllll]llllillllll!lllll !

‘Pastoral Office with signs sup-

Bridget's.

A group of 22 Rochester
priests drafted a letter, even-
tually signed by more than a
hundred other priests, to the
bishop. While its contents were
not published, it was a plea for
reconsideration and for a wider
consultation of all concerned in
such a decision.

Late on Saturday (March 1),
Father Vogt was notified by
Monsignor Charies Boyle that
the Bishop had rescinded the
proposed donatiot.

Monsigner Boyle, pastor of
St. John the Evangelist Church,
had been ome of a three man

the priests’ letter for the Bish-

op's consideration. Father Gen-

naro Ventura, Pastor of Mt.

Carmel Church and. Father Ed-

ward Lintz, pastor of Brock-

o port’'s Church of the Nativity.
were the other two—priest-rep-
resentatives.

Single Press Service For Vatican Now

Blsho;;s Oversas Ald Fund Ap-

“The second phase is com-
ducted in the Catholic ‘parishes
atross the country, scheduled
this year froni March 17 to 24,
and cllimaxed by €the traditional
Lietaxre Suaunday collection —--
(March A).

In his fiveminute piea re-

past three decades.

Vatican City — (NC) — The
Holy See has closed down the
press service of the Vatican
_..City_daily, L’'Osservatore Ro-
mano, which has supplied the
bualk of Vatican news for the

It has mcrged It thh a sep—
arate Press Office of the Holy_

press Service created for the -

Second Vatican Couancil.

Journalists  speciiuliziag  in
coverage of Vatican affairs have
always used the press service
of L'Osservatore RRomano, the
Vatican City dily. They got
virtually all official comnmuni”
cations through the papex’s ger-

© Tions fo Valican authorities
through the head of that press
service, Dr. Luciano Casimirri.

The off3cld announcement
saldr ~'The press office will get
its information directly Trom
the Papal Secetarial of State.

Thus on Sunday moming,
Father Vogt was able to tell his
overjoyod congregation that St.
Bridget's Church would “con-
tinue to serve the people” of
ity neighborheod, as it had for
the past 114 years.

So; the gift - remathed an-

cordecd in Vatican City, Pope
Paul reminded American chil-
dren that “through no fault of
‘theirs, these' youmg people deo
not have enough to eat, many of

them have mo hommee and only
rigs to wear, some have lost

their fathers and mothers; even

~ their whole families;-threy grow= -

up igmorint and vuneducated be-

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘ ~" when they .get-sick, as they

often do, there axe no doctors

or hospitals or medicine to
make them well again.

“If you could see them, if you p

IF YOU MOVE . . .

l¢ wsknow about it so

we can koop your Codn.r

_ “coming fo you on fine.”

Phone or mail ws notice of

_ your change of address.

Include your old address

__and new address and the
nome of your_parish. —

Courder Journ

$t, Rochester, N.Y. 14604.

Phon-e-716-454-7050.—

ciuse they have no schools, and_.
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Pope Paul VI in Lenfen Procession
Rome — (RNS) — Pope Paul VI leids a Lemten proces:

Rome. The pomtiff was starting his Lenten visits to
Roman churches-where he joins clergy and pirishioners

at services.

See-that grew out of an ofTicial vice and put most of thei T ques-
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Around the Country

Such news will be distributed- but its benefits are still
impdrtially among all accredlted %‘(‘;?:; fcllltt,
journaligts. —Father Robert Kanka
— ihant - -'F‘”‘ . h
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Pope Encourages Prlesfs
- In Their Inner Tridals .

Vatlean City — (RNS) — “We know how much you need
to be comforted,” Pope Paul VI told a group of priests here,
“and God knows how much we wish to comfort you.”

Addressing parish priests of the Rome diocese, the Pope

said that their need of comfert results not only from the

. ordimary difficulties of their ministry but also, in some casés,

from “inmer doubts’” which are afflictingimany members of
the younger clergy.

- “They feel their celibacy no longer as complete immola- .
tion--and Jove but as @an unnatural weiglit. And above all they
look atthe world, from which they live apart and are defend-
ed in order to make it better and evangelize and serve it, no
longer withan apostolic love but with nostalgia.

. Amanwho becomes a priest “no longer belongs to him-
self,”’ the Pope said. He called on priests to convey the
sanctity of Christ to all men, ‘“‘not througl an impersonal
bureaucrati, purely canonical mimstry but through a living

muustry »

porting the retention of St.—— .
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