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'Easy Abortion": Part IH 

Is ft Scientifically Justified? 
THOMAS B.JWEENEY, M.D. 

Obstetrician, Gynecologist 
Staff Physician, Rochester 

General Hospital 

"Mo non - Catholic physician 
can practice first class modern 

--' medicine under the archaic_ret 
strietions placed upon him by 

•—the current-statute." 
With this slap at the Catho­

lic Church in geQeral and Cath­
olic doctors in particular, Alan 
F. Guttmacher, M.D., the Presi­
dent of. Planned Parenthood-
World Population urged a com­
mittee of the New York State 
Legislature to endorse an easy 
abortion law. 

Are doctors of ANY denomi­
nation who refuse to do abor­
tions really outdated in their 
methods? I believe I can show 
that they are not. Let us look 
at gome facts. 

A statistical survey of 152 
hospitals was reported by Roy 
J. Heffernan, M.D., F.A.C.S,, of 
Tufts University and William A. 
Lynch, M.D., in their article 
"What is the Status of Thera­
peutic Abortion in Modern Ob­
stetrics?" (American Journal of 
Obs t e t r i c s and Gynecology, 
Aug., 1953). They a n a l y z e d 
questionnaires from 152 hospi 
tals covering the period 1941 
1950; 

- Jn the hospitals, where there 
were no therapeutic abortions, 
there were 1,680,989 deliveries 
during the ten-year period, with 
a total of 1,469 maternal deaths! 
In the hospitals where thera­
peutic abortions were -perform­
ed, there-were 1,574,717 deliver­
ies, with 1,558 maternal deaths. 
Thus the maternal death rate 

. per IOO0 in"hospitals permitting 
therapeutic abortion was 0.98 
whereas It was only 0.87 in the 
hospitals w h e r e therapeutic 
abortions were not allowed. 

The mother who is ttfW that 
her life is safer in a hospital 
that allows therapeutic abortion 
might reasonably ask for an ex­
planation of statistics like these. 

Dr. Samuel A. Cosgrotfe, for­
mer medical director of Mar­
garet Hague Maternity Hospital 
in Jersey City, N.J., in a panel 
discussion on the indications for 
therapeutic abortion at the 
Clinical Congross of the Amer­
ican College of Surgeons held 
in San Francisco, Nov. 5-9, 1951, 
reported on 136,467 deliveries 
at the Margaret Hague Hospital 
with only four therapeutic abor­
tions. All four were performed 
prior to 1944. From that lime 
until the above-mentioned meet-
Tng, In approximate1y"70,O00 de­
liveries, these were no thera­
peutic abortions. 

It Is easy to understand niSW 
Dr. Cosgrove, who is not a Cath. 
olic, would make the simple 
declaration: "I believe the nega-
tion of abortion on the strict 
grounds of moral law is good 
medicine." 

During the same panel dis­
cussion Dr. Heffernan said: 
"Anyone who performs a thera­
peutic abortion Is either Ignor­
ant of modern medical methods 
of "treating t h e complications of 
pregnancy or Is unwilling to 
take the time to use them." 

The advances in medicine 

since then have increased the 
safety of childbirth even more. 
The, kidney transplants, arlifi 
cial kidney,-operations on the 
heart, treatment of lung and 
liver disease and the develop­
ment of new antibiotics a re" but 
a few examples of the progress 
thajL has made abortion for 
strictly medical indications al 
-most-a--thing of the past-even 
in non-sectarian hospitals.-Most 
advocates of ^$y abortion laws 
admit this freeV — 

Heart disease in pregnancy 
provides a specific example of 
this. At the Margaret Hague 
Maternity Hospital previously 
mentioned, the late Harold R~ 
Gorenberg, M.D., an internist, 
was in charge of the Cardiac 
Clinic from January 1939 until 
1962. Under his care, there 
were only 2 maternal deaths 
among more than 1500 pregnant 
women in the cardiac clinic and 
he' believed *that~ both deaths 
were preventable. Cardiac dis-
sase was not responsible for any 
therapeutic abortions during 
that time span. 

Leon C. Chesley, Ph.D. of the 
State University of New York, 
D o w n s t a t e Medical Center, 
Brooklyn, N.Y., has traced all 
of the women in Dr. Goren 
berg's series of "functionally 
severe" rheumatic-cardiac dis 
eases up to 1966, thus adding 
15 years to Dr. Gorenberg'.s 

lO-year^follow-up. He eoneluded 
that in these patients "the preg,; 
nancy does not seem to have* 
had any -effect on the later 
course of the disease." (This 
group of patients was followed 
for a minimum qf"23 years after 
p. r e g n a n c y ) . (Obstetrics and 
Gynecology, 4/67 p 560^ 

One suspects, that in many 
cases abortion is urged because 
it is easier to admit the patient 
for several days stay in the hos­
pital to do an abortion than it 
is to accept the challenge and 
worry that such a nfedicalprob 
lem may Impose upon the phy­
sician. 

Doctors who follow this line 
of reasoning miss the deep 
sense of satisfaction that comes 
with bringing a woman success 
fully through a complicated 
pregnancy and delivery. 

-The : quotation by Div GHitt 
mae-her at the beginning of this 
article is not his only staternen 
on the subject. Russell Shaw of 
M.C. News Service also quotes 
him: "In borderline cases, and 
all too frequently in cases which 
are not even borderline, the 
patient's prestige and money 
are very vocal in getting an uh-
desired pregnancy terminated. 
I am loath to admit it, but far 
too often a minor difficulty is 
stretched into a major abnor-
maJity for the right person." 

Webster Churches Slate 
1 Un ivers i ty^ Life' 

Webster's annual "University:be- given -this "Sunday by the 
of Life" will be in session next Rev. James Hughes of Christ 
Sunday night, Feb. 25, and the|ciarion Church, Pittsford; Stew-
following Sunday, March- 3- in art Moot, attorney and stated 
the church of the Evangelical 
United Brethren and the United 
Presbyterian Church. 

The lecture series is sponsot 
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ed by the Webster Council of 
Ghur-ciie^tJn=jMJ^xalifl.rLJAith 
the four Catholft churches of 
the town. Adults meet at t|ffe 
United Brethren Church, and 
teen-agers at the Presbyterian. 

The theme is "Bridges of Un­
derstanding"—to span the gaps 
between God and man, among 
men, in the family and between 
faiths. 

The program for younger peo­
ple is the same as last Sunday's 
and will be repeated at the 
third and final session March 
3. It features F a t h e r David 
Finks, vicar for the urban mini­
stry of the Rochester Catholic 
Diocese; Dr. James Roberson, 
R_o C h e s t e r gynecologist, and 
Ronald Chase, a local lawyer. 

The lectures for adults will 

clerk of the Genesee Valley 
Presbytery; Dr. Leland Wood, 
director of family services for 
Lake Ave. Baptist Church, and 
Dr.-John Skoghind of Colgate 
Rochester Divinity School. 

%e~ rrieeTings"~lJe1pn--with—a-
buffet at 5:30 p.m. 

Teen Dance Set 
For Horseheads 

Horseheads—A special dance 
Torsparish high school students 
and their guests will be held 
in the parish^ center of St. Mary 
Our Mothgr^ 

The affair will be held Satur­
day evening, Feb^ 24, with 
music" featured by the PUZZLE. 

Mrs. William Tighe is gen­
eral chairman of arrangements. 

gas heat 
Let us* show you how easy It 
is to change to International 
of Utica gas heat. Doesn't 
cost a fortune . . . heats like 
a million. Sound Investment 
too—with International's un­
paralleled 20-YEAR WAR­
RANTY ! Come in . . . or call 
for free heating survey. No 
obligation. 

fltOM 

FEBRUARY SPECIAL 

$495 INSTALLED To Eiirtlng Ouch 

CALL ANYTIME 458-2846 

ROCHESTER AUTOMATIC HEATING CORP. 
1459 IAKE AVE. near Kodak 

COMFORT FOR SALE 

Bp. Kearney 
Color Guard 
Takes Honors 

« 
In competition with 11 guard 

units (five Canadian _and six 
from the U.S.) the Bishop Kear­
ney High School Color Guard 
won first place Sunday, Feb. 18 
in Hamilton, Ontario. 

The group also won the best 
"General Effect" and best "Cap 
tain" awards. This is the third 
trophy-in~a--rovirf or-^Best-C an-
tain" for captain Margaret Cra-
nw. ** 

March 30 at Bishop Kearney 
High school gym the B.K. Color 
Guard will host a competition. 

COVRffilWOyRNAk. 
: Friday, f eblf23, 19 

PO 
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GEO. M. CLANCY CARTING CQ. INC. 
8 Circle Street 473:3120 

St. Cloud Bishop 

Resigns His Post 
Washington —(NC)— Pope 

Paul VI has accepted the resig 
nation of the Most Rev. Peter 
W. Bartholemc, 74, as bishop of 
St. Cloud, Minn., and has trans 
ferred him to the Titular See of 
Tanararnusa. 

The Most Rev. George H. 
Speltz, coadjutor with the right 
of succession, will become the 
bishop of St-Cloud. 

Nuns Go Back To 

Their famft^ffame 
Nazareth, Mich. — (RNS) — 

The Congregation of the Sisters 
of St. Joseph, whose national 
motherhouse Is located here, 
has given its 900 nuns permis­
sion t o restore their family and 
baptismal names. 

The order of teaching and 
nursing sisters also has ap­
proved on a controlled, experi­
mental basis the use of con: 

temporary dress for some of its 
teaching nuns. 

comfortable Mr. and Mrs. 
SWIVEL ROCKERS 
" and OTTOMAN 

- FOR LENT -
COMPLETE LINE OF FRESH and FROZEN SEAFOODS 

PREPARED FOODS TO GO 
FRIED FISH - SCALLOPS - SHRIMP 

FRENCH FREES - SALADS 

PRICE'S SEAFOOD 
"A LEADER IN QUALITY FOR OVER A CENTURY" 

GOODMAN PLAZA 
823 GOODMAN ST. PHONE 288-8040 
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NEW idea 
in HUMIDIFIER 
gives highest 

moisture output 
a t LESS than 
Vifper day 

(etramrtcil to epirtt*. !h* Skuttlt 
Drumartle humidifier provldti controlled In. 
Jo« humidity lor rnwi comfwtibl* llvlni. 
Now, yov cm •llmlnil. dmierout dry 
whitir »lr In your horn* - call ut today 
I* compliti Information. 

This handsome pair of Mr. and Mrs. Swivel-Rockers 
add a new dimension of decor, comfort and TV-view­
ing convenience to any room. Their high, tufted pillow-
backs are billowing depths of Foam. Arms are cut­
back, with an interesting panel treatment. Chairs and 
Ottoman are kick-pleat skirted > 
"and covered in sturdy Tweed 
with a wide selection of attrac­
tive colors. 

ONLY 

$169 

STAIMUSS STEEL dtn$ma€(i* 
POWER HUMIDIFIER 

ISAAC HEATING 
& A M CONDITIONING,'INC. 

2008 HUDSON AVE. 
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_• Park Free 

• Phone 3 8 1 - 7 9 0 0 

* Convenient Payments 

» SHOP DAILY 10-9 . . .SAT. 9:30 - 5:30 

OMETO 
THE NEW 

MOO MONROEr AVE 

nee upon a time, many years 

ago, there were men who lived 

for only one thing—to purify 

ordinary metals and turn them Mo gold. 

These men were catted alphemists. 

Once upon a time, not too long ago, 

we Christians were bound by strict rules 

for the observance of Lent, 

our time of purification. But today we ~~ 

may choose which of our memory actions"* 

we want to htm into spiritual"gold" " 

liy the alchemy of sacrifice. 

What you do with your Lent w up to you. 

But why not use your sacrifices to help , 

someone indeed? What you do today, may \ 

enable a missionary to save a life twtporrowz 
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SALVATION AND SERVICE ARE THE WORKO 

THE SOCIETY FOR THE PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH 
. SEND YOUR GIFT TO , 

The Right Hex ercml Edward T. O'Meara The RifTu Mcvercnd John F. D«0v 
National Director / \ n Diocesan Director 
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50 Chestnut Street 
Rochester. New York 14604 
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Around Th 
ditircln Reunion Impel 

Chteag<*r-(RNS)—Churches 
treuniori" to stop an "erosion of e 
:al movement, "a Jesuit priest 

-,theranJSchool of Theology here 

| Father Thomas E. Ambrogi o 
I asserted that "our ecumenical s 
I the dying breeze." 

S "I think we must acknqwl< 
sand pressing imperative about c 
j"We arê . thrUled just to be talki 

1 Church reunion, he-said, "is 
I20th Century Christian ethos in 
ible way. If thp Christian ethos i: 
!he world' that is abuilding, tha 
8 more than ecumenical cooperatu 
| tion communities, however salul 

! Bishops Urged To Clar 
New York—(NC)—PAX, a 

has askedlthe bishops of the Ur 
position on the Vietnam war ar 
objection to the war-

In a resolution adopted at 
icalled U.S. bombing in Vietnam 
since the bishops of the world , 

jnate bombing as 'a crime agains' 
Jean bishops should clearly state 
Sdo about the war. 

The resolution asked that 
leither that it is or is not morall 
fin these acts of war or else to s 
duty of each individual to decic 

|not participate." 

^Episcopalians Ask. Pope's A 
San Francisco—(RNS)—Tl 

-Episcopal tjiocese of California 
£ssue a statement approving birl 
in a letter to speak "in a man 

wver law." 

V The executive council, comr. 
members advises Bishop C. Kilm 

1 "We believe that the horroi 
population are much greater th 
considered inherent in contracej 
zttee that millions of persons i 
jhe world look to you as the I 
precisely in these nations where 
tion are rapidly becoming most 

I Liberties Union Fights 
I St. Paul, Minn.—(RNS)—Tt 
Union said it is prepared to g 
State College Board from pen 
cinterfaith religious center" oi 
State College. -

| The Rev. Richard N. Tice, ( 
lor !of Simpson Methodist Chi 
proposed center "violates the ( 
First Amendment of the United 
Separation of Church and State 
Constitution." 

The attorney general [.jjtal 
bpard's request, that constr^cti* 
legal. 

jminary Rector 

sks Laicization 
Vew York —(RNS)— Father 

George Weber, M.M., rector of 
the Maryknoll (N.Y) Seminary 
has resigned and asked for lai-
ciiation, including dispensation 
frfrra the vow of celibacy. 

PThe 38-year-old priest had 
bden rector _of_the.-seminary 
sitjice July, 1965, and had pre 
viously served for six years in 
Tanzania. 

jA Maryknoll spokesman and 
F|ther Weber, who was con­
tacted by Religious News Serv­
ice in Detroit, have both con­
firmed his resignation but de­
nted reports that Tie has mar-
rwd. Both sources said that his 
resignation was "for personal 
reasons." 

[Father Weber said that he 
hid offered his resignation at 
tne beginning of January, that 
Maryknoll had accepted it and 
hid "kindly submitted to Rome 
my r e q u e s t for laicization, 
which includes a request for 
dispensation from the obliga­
tion of celibacy." 
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