__an allegory is a literary device, some think a preacher would.
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Probing the Word

By FATHER ALBERT J. SHAMON
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/A Chinese-proverb-says;,-one-picture-is better-than 10,000
words. That was why our Lord used parables. Parables are
word-pictures. They paint Teligious truths so vividly that the :
"mind can hardly forget them. For a truth seen delivers more
impact than a truth heard. ‘

Parables differ from fables. In fables animais and trees
walk and talk; parables draw from true life occurrences.

" Parables -also differ from allegories. An allegory is
generally a- literary creation, like Bunyan’s The Pilgrim’s
Progress — every character represents something. Because

not use it. Thus some have theorized that the early Church,
not Christ, created the allegorical interpretation of the
parable in’Sunday’s Gospel (Matt. 13:36-43). But why dream
up such theories? The prophets often used allegory in ser-
mons. Why not Christ?

In interpreting a parable there are two good rules to
follow. First, do not allegorize it. Second, remember that in
the parables on the Kingdom, the real object of the compari-
son often does not follow the word “like.” The Sunday Gos-

......Did not Shakespeare say, ‘‘Sweet are the uses of ad-

pel says, “The Kingdom of heaven is likened to a man who

sowed good seed in his field.” Actually the comparison is

not to the man, but to the whole situation of the-darnel and -
wheat growing together. ’

To get the point of a parable, find the basis for the com-.

*parison. Do this by using ““as” and “so.” Thus: as the house-

holder permitted the wheat and the darnel to grow together
till the harvest;so- God permits, géod and evil, good and bad
people, to intermingle in His Church till Judgment Day.
That is the point of the parable; it has, as you see, only one
point. Even though, a parable may be allegorized, as the -
darnel was by Christ, still it is basically a parable — one
comparison, no more. —~ - - :

“Once Christ’s followers realiz
Heaven wis to be spiritual .and not polifical, they next won-
dered why the good were not separated from the bad; why
a community of the “pure’” was not set up, like the Qumran
sect. The parable of the darnel was the answer to his ques-
tion: the mixture of good and evil will exist to the end of
time for the sake of the good.

versity’’? A piano must have black keys as well as white
ones. Helen Keller said, "I thank God for my handicaps, for -
through them I found myself, my work, and my God.”

Let Yourself Grow

Trials, darnel, have made common Christians, the wheat,
into uncommon saints and have fitted them for uncommon
service. So the Master said, "Let them both grow till the
harvest.” - : -

American Catholics are urged this year — in con-
nection with Cafholic Press Mon{h In February — 1o
open their minds and their horizons, to take-in more
knowledge, so” théy c¢an grow in their faitll and grow
as persons. '

Mental inertia is the great obstacle — the human __
wish to do things as we always have, to look at our
faith and our felldw men, our jobs and our cities, in
“the same way we always have.

But none of these is the same; nothing of life is

- really the same as it was. nor ever will be again. If we

are to see life and people and the world clearly — in

their changed and changing forms—we ought to change
our view — put on new vision, so to speak.

Knowledge helps to give us this new vision. And
the press helps to give us this khowledge. Newspgpers.
magazines, books — all help us to find the facts, ideas,
altitudes we need to know the new world we live in.

By GARY MacEOIN
- The regression from civilization to bar-
barism under Nazi and Communist dic
tatorships during the twentieth century
was marked by many inhuman actions.
Not less serious, and probably even more
harmful in the long run to the forward
march of mankind, was the perversion of
law to serve political purposes.

Few of the achievements of the Judaeo-
Christian culture did more for the dignity
of man that the formulation and gradual

implementation of the rule of law, the
~ concept Ui,at every individual’s rights are -

the same,” and that they will be equally
protected and vindicated by the courts.

The reflection -is not dedicated by the

foolish attempt of an aging general to
turn draft boards into courts for deter-
miging if draft laws had been violated
and meting punishment to those they—eon;
victed without due prcess. The public
outcry .against that outrageous usurpation
of power brought prompt redress_from
the Attorney General and an assurance
that we shall continue in the United States
to enforce law in-the manner provided

under the Constitution.

The case 1 have in mind is far more
monstrous. Those involved are not U.S.
citizens, but they are men whose human
rights: and fundamental freedoms the
United States is committed to protect by
what is presumably the most solemn in-
ternational treaty it ever signed, the Char-,
ter of the United Nations.

The vietims are 35 members of the
Ovambo tribe in South-West Africa, a.
territory controlled by the United Nations
under Art. 77 of the Charter. Last year,
the General Assembly terminated the au-
thorjty to South Africa to administer the

ory or tegistate for it, with only Por-
tugal and South Africa disseniing.

_flgpoping that decision, " South Africa is
holding in its own territory 35 Ovambos
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seied in their homeland and transported

2,000 miles for trial hefore a court whose
language mamy of them don't even urider-
stand. ‘The la'w under whiclthey are being
tried did not exist when they were im-
prisined. In vidation ‘of "the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. and of
all civilized ~jurisprudence, it makes an
act a-crime which was not a erime when
committed. —_— e i

The *“criminal’ act with which they are
charged is texrorisim. The term is so broad-
ly defined as to include any action judged
emhrrassing to the alministration of the
state. A police officer can arrest without
warrant and hold .indefinitely anyone he
belicves to I»e a terrorist. Habeas corpus
and bail are - excluded, and nobody can
sec him. He <annot ‘éven consult a lawyer
until the authaorities choose to arraign him.

Two further provisiéns of the law are

- noteworthy, ©One is the presumption of

guilt, A person charged with terrorism is
adjulged guilty until he can prove his
innccence “beyond a reasonable doubt.”
The possibility of such proof is, of course,
nonexistence for the 35 Ovambos held in-
communicadoe 2;000-miles away from home
illiterate trilresmen involved with lang-
uages they don't understand. The second
point is punishment. Terrorism carries the
same penilties as treason, including death.

The Britishk Govermment has so far been
successful in  prevemrrding the carrying out
of death seratences in nearby Rhodesia
with the wamrning to the illegal regime
in that contxy that every member of the
government will be held personally re.
sponsible for murder.

Similar notice should be served by all
members of €he United Nations, starting
with the most powerful, on the South
African regine for their piratical seizure
of persons urrder pur protettion and their
behwvior towards their victims in violation
of mtura right international law and
civilzed conventions.
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_ The Church

" InOurbay

(Today's installmént of the American Bishops’ eol- -
lective pastoral continues the discussion of the individu- -
al in the Christian community.)

o, / . . ! " ' ’
If Humanity Is Inseparable from Christ, Is Not Christ

Also Inseparable From the Church? - '

/

1

What, then, shall we say of the Church? It is a mystery
so -deep that every word which gives us awareness of her
sacredness gives us also experience of our ignorance. We

' see the Church-to-be in the dawn of history, in the alliance
God forged with man on Sinai, in the néw commitment made
- _-during the Lord’s Last Supper. God's plan was always “to
~——raise-men-to-a-sharing of divine life. Whefi man‘had fallen in
Adam, God the Father did not leave man to himself, but-co#
* stantly offered helps to salvation in view of Christ . . . He
planned to assernble in the holy Church all those who would,
beliéve in Christ. From the very beginning of the world, the
foreshadowing of the Church took place” (Lumen Gentium,
2). If the human phenomenon cannot be separated from the
Incarnation of Christ, Christ cannot be considered in His
fullness without the Church. - .

What Is Meant by the Church as a’Community?

“God does not make men holy and save t_hemd_ryq_ly as

¢ individuals,"WitHeéut bond or link between oné another
Rather has it pleased Him to bring men together as one peo-

ple . .."”" (Lumen Gentium, 9). T =

" The Holy Spirit is given in His fullness only to the .com-
munity. No éne member or-one structure in the Church re-
ceives the Spirit for itself alone. Likewise, the liturgy of the
Church is never unmindful of the community.

In His mercy; God has joined us together in such a way
that we share not only our lives but His life as well. Thus,
the Church is not only the sum total of all the persons who
are her members but something mysteriously more. As one
lives the life of the Church, he discovers not only his
brethren but his God. : .

. But Does Community Destroy the Individual?

-+

Leprosy—
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This emphasis on community is needed. It must not lead

us, however, to neglect the individual person. Man is not a -

creature made only for the good of others. Each man shares
~ -~ ~with all others a common good at the core of which is Eternal
Life and God. He has, however, an inalienable value in lim-
self. Though he is saved in community, he is saved in virtue

Fighter Cited
New Brunswick, N.J—Dr:
' Frans Hemerijckx, Belgian
phaysilan who has been
fighting leprosy for nearly
40 years, was named to re-
ceiive the 1968 Damien-Dut-
ton Award. Dr. Hemerijckx,
whro resides in Grimbergen,
Belgium, has spearheaded
in startimg of 1eprosy clinics
in Africa and India, and has
served as a Catholic medi-

cal missionary.

of his individual response fo the -call to share in that com- -

munity's life. No other, certainly no community, can bear for
a man the cross of his own existence or wear for him the
crown of his own responsibility. He comes into community
as Someone. Though he is never absent ffém the prayer and
toncern of his brethren, there is an inevitable solitude about
his living and his dying. Though he faces God in the.midst of
his family, there is always something God requires of him
uniquely, something which He does not ask of others.

© — 7 “Is"The’ Church as a Commufify Related to Humanity?

It is our visible coming together as a community in the
power of the Spirit which makes the Church not only a way
of life for us bHut » stgn:of :salvation fox-thé world. Our icom+

ing together signifies Christ for the community -itself- and.:-
for the human family not yet visibly orle with us." Our ¢om- -

ing'together pot only signifies Christ, of course, but makes
Him effectively present to history so that through the
Church Christ Himself acts and saves. Our community with
each other is not only a witness to the L-ord but an efficacious
instrument of ‘His-dominion.“Thus,formation into a lawfully
structured Church isnot only something we need ourselves;
it is something we owe our brethren within- the community.
to whom we make ourselves available, something we owe
our brethren outside the community and for whom we be-
come a saving sign of Christ, as well -as something we owe

Like Christ, The Priest Must Be ‘The Man in the Middle’

(Editor's Note: Bishop Sheen’s “Open Letter £o Seminardans” continues from last week)

This is my thifd lelter to you. The first was about the priest
being the Presence of Christ in the world; the second was that .be
fore we “go’* into the world we must ‘‘come” to Christ. The priest

-—must be neither a spiritual “‘hippie” alienated from sociely, nor must

he be a “negatron,” a rebel without a cause, or a protester without
a reform. “Without Me you can do nothing" is the unique way to
prevent our “Secular €ity”’ from becoming a Babylon.

Dramatists and the Cross

Here are two. rather startling facts' on the one hand, we-hear
less and less about the cross in the life of the Christian; on the
other hand, the novelists_and dramatists speak more about it, but
in a disguised or symbolic way. The latter who are more skilled in
depieting the ills of society than its cures, hint that there must be
a return to the Cross.

Remember the play of Beckett “Waiting for Godot"? Two

~framps are outside a large city, resting on a mound on which grows

a very sad and sorrowful tree. They are waiting for Mr. Godot.
(Could. it be God?) '

Along comes-a rich, comfortable, well-fed and obnoxious char-
acter called Pozzo who leads his servant “Lucky” by a rope. Though
entirely dependent on Lucky the suffering servant, the rich man

In the Middle .
The answer is to be found in atext whichis the burden of this .

" Jetter:

“In Medio EoTum” 3

“He went out of the city to the place of the skull or,
as it was called in Hebrew, Golgaths, where they crucified
Him with two others, one on either side, with Jesusin the
middle." (Johnn 19/18)

“In the middle.” — The middle of what? ka the middle of the

- . representatives of the Secular City represented by the two thieves.

Yes, even the people of God are represented for, ina certain sense,
we are all thieves. "Can a man rob God? Yes, you are robbing Me”
(Mal. 3/1) It makes little difference whether they were robbers,
thieves or revolutionists; politically, they may have been anti-social;
but théologicatty they were ‘“simners’. ‘‘Everyone has sinned”
(Rom. 5/12) - - -

Sinners are divided into two classes, represented by the rob-
bers: Those whos say “No” to lowe and those who say ““Yes” —

And where is Christ? )

“In the middle.” — - - R

Not One Cross But Three

B

. We all start, as‘the robbers did, as sinners; and we end as the
rebels did, either by opting for or against ‘that Love on the Central
Cross.

.-

Priests Are in the Middle

Now, what is our role, as priests? We priests are “in medio
eorum”, in the midst of the faithful and the unfaithful, the people
of Godand the people without God. We are those forgiving or else
patiently enduring hardness; being consoled by the repentance of
some or-being saddened by the distant sight of a friend hanging on
a tree on the other sideé of the abyss—We-are Christ, interceding,

‘inediating, weeping over the Secular City one moment and then

dying for it in the next. We thirst one second that there are no con-
versions, and in another we whisper “This day Paradise.” We share
the doubts of all the Tamus, the Sartres, as we enter into their
“Why" and then -we-blast the darkness with that lightning flash of
the word of-adoption, ‘“Father”. -

This is our priesthood: We are related to the wretches, the

3\

But we must want this knowledge, we must seek it, we i ' . . ' .
“must let it come in. Let Yourself Grow . . . Read Your .. God Himself who wishes to-share His life with us in the
Catholic Press. most intimate manner possible.
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despised,; we are-“in the middle” without being one with then;-we——

are “separated from simners”, while at the same time being “made
sin”’; we aré at one moment the ladder to heaven, and the next we
are hanged on its wood sharing that awful Brotherhood of Pain.

i Cushing,

5

By Sister Mary Pius, R.SM.
“Be a'teacher advises Thofi
as More, attempting to direc
a young friend away from th
false glamour of public offic

in 3 “Min For All S,
“You'd be a fine teacher. Pe:
haps a great one.”

“And,” asks the young mai
“if I was, who would—know it?

“You, yo ur pupils, you
friends, .God--not a bad pul
diet” - - .

Unlike the skeptical youn
man of More’s acquaintanc
Sister Mary Florence, Princip:
of Our Lady of Mercy Hig
School, heeded that advice, sin
{larly gliem to  her back |
1916, ani now today——called 1

theproftsion ~ her, “public’
her puplls, -her friends and ce
tainly’ God——witness to the fa
that indeed she has been an
is a “greit”™ tencher.

Not a'day passes without
letter;, a phone call, or a vis
from a former pupil, attestin
to the faict that lessons weil
both tayght by, and caugl
from, Sister Mary Florefice.

Twelye yea rs at the eleme:
tary level, where she taugl
every grde from 1-8, at Hol

—Cross, Mt Carmel; St. Andrew

and St. Mary's Schools, helpe
immeasurably to equip Siste
Mary Florence for teaching an
understanding-the - girls shb
would .meet on the secondax
levél at Mercy High School.

The _number-of-those—gir
touched by Sister's influenc
in her 4d0year tenure at Merc
has climbed into the thousand
for in the early days of tt
school; she wwas the English ap
history departments; later, sk
met every student either in tk

Pre-Cama Serie
Scheduled

A mnew PreCana series wi
begite Sunday,-Feb. 4 at S
Andrew's Church, 923 Portlan
Awve. according to Father Geral

- E. Dunn, director of the Famil

Life Bul‘e‘at_x.

The series will be conducte
on the four Sundays of Febr
ary stamng at 3 p.m.

Speaking at the first confe
ence will be. Father Walter :
who will -discus
“God>s Plan in Love and Ma
i.ia?.—’! v . - T,

Oh™ Feb, - 11, Mr.” and” Mx
Robert Gleichauf will treat c
“The Adjustmients in Marriage
Dr. Frantis Dobizynski on Fe
18 will have as his topic,
Catholic Doctor Looks at Ma

kills him. One line in the play seems to give the clue to true dis-
ciplestdp and servanthood: He was “‘crucified quick.”

Beckett here hints that with all our books, our dialogues,
semantics and comforts we are looking for God in the wrong direc-
tion. The dramatist found Him by taking the “Suffering Servant”,

. of Isaiah anid putting him into the theme that life comes from death.

In another drama one character has nothing at the end of life
bul the memory of sexual experiences; neverthéless, while dying
he twice asks: “Jesus! Jesus! Was he right after all?” -

Maybe our too affluent civilization is wiser than it knows when

" it says, “God is Dead,” for sin .is crucifixion. (Heb. 6/8) It could

also be the descendants of Babel’s bricklayers who build the “Secu-
lar City” are more right than knowing: “He was thrust out of the
city”. (Luke 4/29)-The-Secular City had mo room for Paul (Acts

- __14/18) nor Stephen (Acts 7/58) and the Secular-City made Christ
weep. (Luke 19/41) . 2

The clty that Tejects the Builder Christ must be re-interpreted
if we are to find our mission. - !

But for future priests, that brings up the question .once again
of our relation to the Cross and the world. Should we abandon the
Secular City and just live beneath the.Cross in meditation without
responsibility for its broken hearts and leaking roofs? :

PN

What do we do so often in the Church? We 1jve as if {here was

one Cross — not (hree — We take the Cross of Christ out of the
world, we separate i from the muck, the sline, the dirt, the inner

“vity, the junkies, the sex maniacs, the Long Since Demented and

the whole lot of us who daily need the Bread of Life. .

Once we lifted up the Cross from “the mdddlie’”; we quieted
Christ on His Cross, we carved it, painted it, sculptured it, hung it
on a chain over the sanctuary or else,.inder thxe present mood of
being “ashamed of the Cross” (Phil. 3/18),.we reduce it to micro-
scopic proportions of a brass image six inches hi gh, unceremonious-
ly set it down'on what was once an altar ofsacrifice, but now, what

. We priests are “Lucky" in the-play of Beckett;, lucky to be
priests as unworthy as we are; lucky to be-Ambassadors of the Most

High, knowing we are thé-least of the citizens of the Kingdom — .

We are not onlookers at the Cross, who beat their breasts (Luke
18/13); we are not riot-nciters,” beating. up policemen; we_are not
placard-carriers but Cross-bearers.

The world often expresses its discomfort ‘and _agony by saying:
“1 was caught in th¢ middle” Well! We priests are right “in the
middle.” We are not citizens of the Secplar-City alone, because it

_has left out the Central Cross; we are not of the Divine City alon®,
for our Mission is to save the world. — ‘

we call, to get away from the idea of sacrifice, a mensa or a banquet
table, - T

Once you isolate CHiFist on the Cross from that middle position,
then He becomes only a “memory”. The Cross refers to something
“that happened™ like the Battle of Waterloo; i€ stands before our

eyes like the faded photograph of a friend long Since dead and al-
most forgotten, .

Never forget that Christ is still “in medio eorumn”. There are
three Crosses! On one is Christ in sgony until the end of the world;
on the other two hang suffering humanlty, either cursing or asking

for forgivémss; eithier mocking or begging remenbrince; either

wanting to'be taken down or wantiig tobe takem up; either ridicul-

i}

inga “Father, forgive them”, ox stumbling into His emnbrace; either

reb_elliou§ under suffering or turning it into pemance.

Those

Emselves-are-cither on the right or left. To

osewhyhang themse
them we say with Paul: — “It makes me happ¥ to suffer for you, as

1 am suffering now and in my own_body, to do what I ean to make
up for-all that has still to. be-undergone by Christ for the sake of His
Body, the Church.”

‘Indeed, “as the Sufferings of Christ overflow to us, so throu
Christ does our consolation overflow.” (Col. 1/24; 2 Cor. 1/5)
—Pray for me — -

With every. blessing.-I ani | ' y
: ' ‘ Your brother in Christ,

B
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- ing the hours from 2:30 to

riage.™
~Closing the series -on Feb. &

will be Father Dunn who wi
speak on “Spirituality in Ma

] 7rla"ge.”' L -

Scﬁédﬂlés*#owthe*seriegg
the remainder of the year ms
be obtisped by writing tk

Family Life Bureau, 34 Monic
. )

tochester,

Inner City Center

Needs Cooking-an«
Sewlig Instructors
- -St; --Martifxde Porres Cent«
has issuel an appeal for ladic
who can teach—afternoon. coo

ing clastes at the center I
_cated at §37 Clinton Ave. N..

The - center wants to off
courses in cooking schools fi
grammar school youngsters du

NY. 14618,

[

b, :
Interested volunteers shou
contact “Mrs. Gerald McGui:

.= 4 Fullon ] Sheen "

W

at 2606:-7185.
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