In Taiwan

__May Be Blessing

By Fr. Ivar McGrath, SS.C.
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| - Conversions Slowdown

Church that’ they

ainan, Taiwan — Has there
* been too vapid an increase of

- Catholics in Taiwan-inth
20 years? : opast

—
Bishop Paul Cheng of Tainan,

"in south Taiwan, looking back
_over two decades of exceptional-

"y quick growth in numbers and

)

organizations, thinks that the
_ slowdown in conversions in the
past fow "years is perhaps a
blessmgv’ggin wdisguize, :
In 148 all Taiwan was one
apostolic prefecture with about
13,000 Catholics, 18 priests and
10 Sisters. Today, 20 years later,
Taiwanr—comprises one archdi.
ocese and six dioceses, with

ing an immediate

that ifiost people

‘Today we find thaf fewer!Wl’ o people like to com-
people are being baptized, and
it is not altogether a cause fir
regret. Those who are.baptized
today are better prepared,-these

- that were ‘ready years, whielher Chinese or for|—
to baptize without a_satisfactory eign, ha v the main.
g;;%:;rattpn' and t{lpllow-up. To'land,” am

Juze 1s one thing, but to obstacles to understanding. Few
form new Christians-is-another. of us speak the lqglm(glial:ct

me-—{rom-the-main-
this often raised

municate in their own dialect.

- Congmnnicétionjroblemé
“Although the . government]

seeking instruction are more
thoughiful about what they un-
dertake. They are not Just seek-
solace for
loneliness or distress of ‘mind,
or grateful for some alleviation
of poverty. Now one cam siy
) in Taiwin
have a sound standaxd of iving,
so that when anyome comes to
hear doctrine ‘it is with a true

promotes standard Chinese and
all must now study it and use
it in schools, yet we  know
that when they return to their]
‘homes, especially-_in. the xural
areas, they speak the local dia-
lect. So when we carry on the
apostolate in the countryside,
if we cannot speak fluent -Tai-
wanese, - it is difficult for us to
truly understand the people,
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Ibenefit from studying Brazil's
{racisdl harmony which is of aj
cular nature in-Bahia.
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"Washington — Dom—_Eugeniof
Sales, Archbjshop al Salvador;
Bahia, Brazil, has praised the|
recent suggestion of -Bishop M.

Breitenbeck, Auxiliary Bishop
of Detroit that the U.S. might

lparti
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WE'VE TAKEN EXTRA DOLLARS OFF
OUR ALREADY REDUCED SALE PRICES

- v

._Money isn't everything — but when it comes to getting people to brave sub-zéro

7 ‘milkion inhabitants of whom
one million -are’—full-blooded
Negroes, two million are white
and the rémaining three andy
(mixed blood). Seven out of ten
residemts of the capitil of Bahia
are colored and enjoy absolute
equality before the law and in

* The_state of Bahia 'has-almost|

onehalf million are “mesticus™f.

temperatures, it sure helps. That's why we've added scotes of new, low prices to’
our dready impressive year end sale prices. We want to be sure you have the
greatest possible “incentive to shop lauer's Great Sale: You'H-find pricesfar lower
than ever before. Come see and buy these great values now.at Laver's| o
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