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CAPITAL PEELS BETTER ! REPORTS ON VIETNAM 
ABOUT WAR'S PROGRESS j x REASSURING TO MANY 

By HENRV CATHCART 
Central Press W(ishi)igto>i Correspoiitloit 

WASHINGTON—A major change in attitude appears to be in 
the making in Washington. It is difficult to define, but 

seems to exist in many areas of the federal government. If it 
should develop and prove to be more than a temporary phenome­
non, it could mark the beginning; of a turning point in the pen-

era! public attitude toward the problems fac­
ing the nation. 

Undoubtedly, the statements made in Wash­
ington by General Westmoreland and Am­
bassador Bunker have had the effect of re­
assuring many Americans- and many elected 
officials in Washington-- that the U.S. mili­
tary operation in Vietnam has a purpose and 
direction, and that there is perceptible move­
ment toward their achievement. 

Obviously Westmoreland and Bunker came 
from the battlefront to achieve just this effect, 
but they have served to reassure many citi­
zens who felt mounting, if vague, concern 
about the U.S. fighting, that it was not neces­
sarily to be an endless undertaking with no 
goal in sight and no way of seeing light at the 
end of the tunnel. 

To many Washington officials, their statements have been a 
morale booster of significant proportions. In recent months, the 
gathering disillusionment of the public has been reflected, and 
in some instances exaggerated, by official gloom in Washington. 
I t wasn't that officials were at odds with the administration 
policy of goals, but that they felt a deepening gulf of misunder­
standing or lack of understanding as to what they were frying to 
accomplish. 

To some President Johnson has succeeded in regaining the 
initiative in the pro and con debate that rages over the Vietnum 
issue. Whether he can hold it and exploit it remains in be seen. 

• * w # 

• ELIMINATING CONFISION—The Johnson administration 
apparently believes that enough confusion naturally arises in the 
Vietnam war atnd is taking steps to eliminate at least one source 
over which it has some control unwitting distortions of factual 
information by government officials. 

The White House has recently set up a Vietnam Information 
Staff, which so far has worked primarily on internal coordina­
tion to prevent the official use of conflicting facts and figures. 

One example: some government officials have been stating 
South Vietnam's population as 15 million, others as 17 rrilllion. 
The VIS has now set the population figure at 17.2 million, for 
use by all government officials making reference to the numbers. 

At least the public will get a uniform picture of the number of 
South Vietnamese government officials are talking about. 
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• JOHNSON STAY HOMKI—This cry can be heard not among-
the opponents of Lyndon Johnson but from some government 
employes who look at the cost of presidential 
travel in relation to the constantly mounting 
pressure for economy. 

Some budget-conscious officials, for example, 
heaved a sigh of relief when they learned that the 
President was not planning another Pacific meet­
ing on the Vietnam war. 

The last one, in Manila, cost some $10 million, and was paid for 
by allocations to several governmental departments that had not 
made budget allowances for such an expenditure. 
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Anti-Semitism 

Urfcs Churchmen 
New York—(RNS)—Eighteen 

church leaders and five Nobel 
Prize winners Joined 175 prom­
inent artists and intellectuals in 
a public condemnation of the 
Soviet Union's "forcible cultural 
extinction" of its three million 
Jews. 

According to the Conference 
on the Status of Soviet Jews, the 
signers of a two-page advertise­
ment here constitute the largest 
number of American academi­
cians, civil rights lenders, scien­
tists, theologians, and writers 
ever to protest Soviet anti-
Semitism. 

"Soviet Jewry," the statement 
declared, "is being subjected to 
a policy of forcible cultural ex­
tinction. For many years their 
tenuous situation has aroused 
deep concern, Now it has bo-
come Because for alarm, because 
a new version of the old charge, 
revised to fit current Soviet 
policy in the Middle East, oner 
again poisons the air for Jews 
in the Soviet Union." 

The "old charge" referred to 
was the arrest and murder of 24 
Soviet Jewish intellectuals, 15 
years ago, who had been ac­
cused by the Stalinist regime of 
being "rebels", agents of Ameri­
can imperialism, nationalist 
bourgeois Zionists, and enemies 
of the USSR." 

The statement said that Soviet 
Mid-East policy, "culminating in 
the diplomatic break with Israel. 

has been accompanied by an 
enormous anti-Semitic propagan­
da effort at home and abroad 
whose virulence has only rarely 
been equalled In recent Soviet 
history." 

The signers charged that of­
ficial Russian practice today 
"perpetuates the Stalin policy 
of depriving Soviet Jewry of 
continuity with its past and of 
any hope of a future." The Jews 
have taken from them, the state­
ment claimed, "virtually every 
institutional opportunity to per­
petuate their cultural, religious 
and communal life." 

"We protest and condemn this 
frenzied anti-Jewish assault," 
the signers declared. '"We urge 
the Soviet authorities to initiate 
immediately a nationwide edu-
catonal campaign against anti-
Semitism (and) call upon the 
leaders of the USSR to restore 
to .Soviet Jewry the rights and 
institutions — and the concomi­
tant dignity —to which the So­
viet law entitles them." 

Among church leaders sign 
ing the statement were: Dr. 
John ('. Bennett, president of 
Union Theological Seminary 
New York; Father Theodore M 
Hesburgh. president of Notre 
Dame University; Dean Jerald 
C. Brauer, University of Chicago 
Divinity School; Dean James 
Luther Adams, Harvard Divinity 
School. 
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No Matter How RGE 

You Look at it 

The 1968 Frigidaire Laundry Twins are G REAT 
Introducing the New 

Frigidaire Jet-Action Washer 
You'll love a l l the convenience features of thii brand new Fricyldaire Jet-Action automatic washer. 

The deep action agitator moves up and down, to your clothes are plunged deep into the tub where they 
get sparkling clean. And it creates power currents that rush through clothes and rush out dirt. 

Frigidaire's Rapidry Spin leaves your wash drier faster, too. You'll be surprised how quickly your 
wash will dry. Of course, this new washer is equipped for Durable Press care, with correct wash temper­
atures, washing action and cool-down rinse. 

Choose from four different water temperatures and two speeds. There's even an Automatic Soak 
Cycle to "relax" dirt a n d grime before the wash cycle. Detergent and bleaches are dispensed auto­
matically, too. 

And your new Frigidaire is dependable. The three things Jet-Action washers don't have are 
gears, belts and pulleys. There are less parts end fewer moving part i t o give you trouble. I f * the kind 
of dependability you want in a washer. 

So stop in a t the RG&E Appliance Center soon. See the brand new Frigidaire Jet-Action washer. 
I f you are unable to get downtown because o f the current bus strike, an RG&E salesman will cal l at your 
home to explain a l l the great features of this Frigidaire washer. Just ca l l 5 4 6 - 2 7 0 0 . There is no extra 
charge for this service. 

Model 
W C D A N 

Budget Terms— 
As Little as $7.57 A Month 

$ 204 00 

. . . and Matching Automatic Dryer 
FrSm Durable Press to toughest denims to daintiest lingerie, this new Frigidaire automatic dryer 

handles all waihables alike—gently. All your'clothes are tumble-dried in Flowing Heat for softness and 
flufflness.. 

Lint will never be a problem to you again. This new dryer has a Dacron lint screen that efficiently traps 
and holds even the tiniest lint particles. And its handy location on the door makes it easy to reach, clean and 
put back without stooping or stretching. 

Frigidaire's special Durable Press Care cycle treats no-iron clothe* the way their manufacturers recom­
mend—with tumble-drying that restores fabrics' resiliency. Wrinkles are relaxed with gentle heat, and the auto­
matic cool-down period keeps them relaxed. Just take them out of the dryer and hang-they're ready to wear 
right away. 

This new Frigidaire has a no-heat cycle, too. This cycle is perfect for fluffing pillows and draperies. 
Of course, Frigidaire's dependable single-belt drive system is standard equipment on this automatic 

dryer. 
Stop in and see all the other Frigidaire quality features. If you are unable to come into the RG&E 

Appliance Center because of the current bus strike, just call 546-2700. A salesman will call at your home, 
to give you any additional information you want. 
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Budget Terms— 
As Little as *5.46 A Month 

$ 147 00 
Model 

DCDAN 

Because of the current bus strike—an RG&E salesman will ca 
at your home if you wish. Just phone 546-2700. 
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RGE ROCHESTER GAS and ELECTRIC 
AN INVESTOR-OWNED COMPANY WITH MORE THAN 26,000 SHAREHOLDERS 

P H O N E 
5 4 6 - 2 7 0 0 
89 EAST AVE 


