Urges C olleges To Assist

Boston — (NC) — Sen. Ed-[
ward M. Kennedy of Massachu-
setts urged Boston -College’s

newly created Council on Urban
Development to “take the lead
in a general revitalization of
ghetto neighborhoods.”’

“What I call upon you to do
is to take the college into the
city,” Sen. Kennedy declared.
“What I am urging is that you
transfer the skills and abilities

you have developed €rom the

academic towers to the tene-
ments of Boston. Only by per-
sonal action, in the streets of
the city, can we remake our
slums and renew the faith of
the slum dwellers.”

Sen. Kennedy spoke at a din-

ner marking the formation of
the council as part of the Jesuit-

run college’s Institute of Human
Sciences.

The Institute of Human Sci-
ences attempts an interdisci-
plinary approach to problems
connected with urbanization,
technological change and other
aspects of social development.
Its Council on Urban Develop-
ment, composed of”* ~scholars,
scientists, politicians, and mem-
bers of the business pommun-
Aity, will meet twnce yearly to
pool their ideas.

Sen. Kennedy urged the in-
stitute to “get housing develop-
ment corporations off the
ground all over Boston.” He
said the institute should also as-
sist ghetto residents in forma-
tion of self-owned small busi.'

nesses. “The pride, the feeling.

of self-sufficiency which comes
from the ownership of a small
business, cannot be overesti-
mated,” he said.

Other projects which Sen.
Kennedy suggested for the in-
stitute including helping  to
solve problems related to crime,
recreation and transportation.

He urged that Boston College
consider the feasibility of al-
lowing students. to count for
credit time spent on social work
projects in the low income
areas af the city.
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CARE In Indonesia

First CARE operations in In-
;donesia are under way, with ini-

.tial emphasis on a pilot feeding
program for school children.

Dear Abby’ Letter Brings Gift Bonanza

By FR. PATRICK O'CONNOR
(NC News Service)

Saigon — A letter to “Dear
Abby” started it, and the re-
sults have come by the truck-
load.

They come in great, grey
U.S. mail sacks, filled with the
goodness of. American ~ hearts,
young hearts and old.

Every sack bulges with gifts
for orphans and other needy
children of Vietnam. The gifts
have been sent in response to
a simple 68-word letter from
U.S. Air Force Sgt. Bill Thomp-
son. .

Columnist Abilgail Van Bu-
ren, who appears in “Stars and
Stripes," had asked servicemen

in Vietnam to say what they'd

like for Christmas. One of the
first replies she. printed was
from Bill Thompson.

“What do I want for Christ-
mas?” he wrote and answered:
“infants® wear, children’s wear,
toys, shoes”—gifts for 100,000
orphans and other poor chxl
dren in Vietnam. “That’s.all I
want for Christmas, Abby, and
God bless you for asking.”

Thousand of readers respond-
ed and are still responding.
Packages have come from imn-
dividuals, families, schools and
business firms. Some were
mailed along rural routes, some
in cities. Fourth graders in Qak-
ville, Conn,, high school bhoys
and girls in Passaic, Ed Tom-
asayu in Los Angeles, three
youngsters in Bozeman, Mont.,
the father and mother of ‘three

little girls in Loogootee—these ugees, he gave his APO. 92643
are some of the senders, picked address in his letter to Abby.
at random, The ArmyhPost Office and the

w Air Force have cooperated mag-
God Dbless ,you for youripificently. The gifts have beegn
thoughtfulness,” wrote Mrs. ferried across the Pacific by
Waltpr Schack of Garfield, N.J.,|gir The packages were stamped
sending two packages. SAM-—Space Available Majl—

Some 50000 donors wrote and much space has been made
letters, énanl); enclgsing Ch;ist— available.

mas cards all touching in their

sympathy qnd generosity. Bill evztnhz;\?oaotabe:tﬁpengglg)gnl;%vlv;
Thomx_)son. is distressed by his named the Sergean't Thompson,
utter inability to answer them.|jg sailing from San Francisco,

“I'd like to write to everyone,” |y in oi

he said wistfplly. The arx:ival of n:,tngi:,?(i. vyrhlfé gxﬂeplpol:g e:li?lo l;l:.i
another mail truck with 50\yve in time for Tet, lunar New
more sacks of packages for|yeay, a great family holiday,
prompt handling was a remind-|yhich will fall around the end
er that he couldn't. of January.

Assigned to CORDS (Civil| The first load brought by air-
Operations for Revolutionary|mail was landed in Saigon on
Development Support) for ref- Dec. 2. Since then sacks have
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kept coming, on one day,50 on
another 86, on anotheér 285, The
5th Group, U.S. Special Forces,
has lent a. warehouse in Tan Son
Nhut airbase and pays the wages
of 18 Vietnamese women, who
work under ‘Bill Thompson’s su-
pervision, sorting and repacking
the glfts An assortment of
clothing, toilet articles, toys and
other items is packed into a
light -plastic bag for each re-
cipient.-

1254 mail sacks have been re-
ceived and the gifts have been
repacked into some 15,000 plas-
tic bags.

U.S. Air Force, Army and US-
AlD-contract planes carry the
gifts to units all over the coun-
try. To some they bring entire
mail sacks, not yet opened, for
local sorting and distribution.

In the Saigon area thousands
of the plastic “gift kits” have
already been sent out to orphan-
ages. The Holy Name Society
of Queen of Peace Church de-
livered 400 to a Buddhist or-
phanage.

Money gifts have come, too
—more than $1,000 so far, Bill
Thompson said.

Watching the calendar, he is
intent on shipping the gifts al-
ready received to outlying areas
well before Christmas. With the
nimbleness of a parachutist (he
earned Vietnamese paratroop-
ers’ wings), he move fast amid
toys, infants clothing, cakes of
soap, baby shoes, cammed food,
even fruit cakes, a misceliany
that would gladden—and be-

_|wilder—Santa Claus himself.

“It's unbelievable,” a soldier
kept repeating, as he surveyed
the piled-up mail sacks and the
workers sorting the bright med-
ley of articles already unpacked.
He had been sent by the Pub-
lic Information Office to size
up the operation and was over-
whelmed.

Bill Thompson, who has seen
much overseas service, Is a
New Yorker by birth. He was
born and baptized in St. Plus
parish in the Bronx.
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Tho WCC and the Vatican re-
cently announced the Intensifi.
cation of cooperative efforts In
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Pope said: “Let us strive then
to inaugurate tho year of grace,
1968, the Year of Faith which is
translonned tnto hope by pray-
Ing for peace, praying alto-
gether in our churches and in
our homes . Let no voice be
missing from tho chorus of the
chyrch and of the world seek-
ing Christ, who was lmmolltod
for us, to grant us peace.”

Dr. Fry and Dr. Blake said
they were responding to the
Pope's proposal because of the
implling conviction that “peace
with justice and freedom re-
quires as an indispensable in.
e |gredient Lhe releass of spirits

O |resources.’
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. Blue Army Sets

o White Owl lavincible, PIPES 3-.Point Program
’i'. of 25...2.20 "Needs No ,M‘:\ ;‘ Washingion, N.J. —(NC)—
/ o Phillies Porfectes, Breaking In"’ Msgr. Harold V. Colgd:ln. f&undl
' Pkyg. of 25...2.20 ) er and international director o
‘ H Le:ECLAAris!TI’I?G &&‘“\** \S}J—‘ the Blue Army of Our Lady of
EL PRODUCTO MOUTH PIECE % Fatima, announced he is send-

ing letters to all US. bishops
asking them to adopt a 3-point
*program of actlon, prayer and
Eucharistic devotion.”

Msgr. Colgan, said the plan's
three phases Include:

—A pilgrimage for one month
in each diocese of the “Pllgrim
Virgin". statue of Our Lady of
Fatima, presented to the U.S.
by Bishop Joao P. Venancio of
0e Fatima, Portugal. The statue is
meant to be a focal point for

prayer for peace:

—A stepped up program ofl
home visits by smaller “pilgrim’
statues. This is envisioned as an
ecumenical actlvity in which
persons of all faiths will gather
in Catholic homes for prayer.
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