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Church Defended 
Against New Tax 

Brazilian Bishops Speak Out For Social Reform 
Rio de Janeiro — Brazil's be-.very dearly and are prepared to 

leaguered 'Catholic Church has sacrifice oyr lives for them, 
declared "itself free to guide 
Catholic social teaching and 

| practice, under the supervision 
|of the Pope alone. 

By RUNE P. THURINGER 
(NC News Service) 

Stockholm — The govern­
ment's treatment of a Catholic 
parish has aroused a hue and 
cry in the parliament and pub­
lic press of this historically 
Protestant country. 

The finance ministry has re­
fused to exempt St. Eugenia's 
Catholic parish here from thel 
"investment tax," even though 
the parish needs to replace 
church condemned in an urban 
renewal program. A Protestant 
member of parliament, Mr. Rim 
merfors of the Liberal party, 
and Mr. Fridolfsson of the Con 
servative party, have charged 
that religious freedom in Swe­
den is threatened by the gov 
ernment's attitude. 

The objections of the legisla­
tors followed a protest by five 
influential Protestant laymen 
against the demand that St. Eu­
genia parish build a new church 
by 1970 or pay a fine to the 
city, in addition to the 25% in 
vestment tax. 

The Protestant laymen criti­
cized the government's handling 
of the matter as showing a "lack 
of generosity and an indiffer­
ence toward a minority group 
and its reasonable need, a cir­
cumstance little worthy of a cul­
tural country." 

In an urban renewal project, 
the city of Stockholm acquired 
the property of 130-year-old St. 
Eugeni's church. The city was 
to provide another site, and the 
new church was to be complet­
ed before April 1, 1970, or the 
parish would be required to pay 
a fine. A new site was agreed 
upon, but the government, in 
an anti-inflationary move, Intro­
duced the investment tax on 
the construction of certain new 
buildings, such as churches. The 
St. Eugenia congregation ap­
plied for an exemption and was 
refused. 

The Protestant Council for 
Planning of Church Buildings 
supported the protesting lay­
men, as did leading Swedish 
newspapers. 

Rimmerfors and Fridolfsson 
said that "in an era of ecu­
menism" the government's nc 
Uon had caused an adverse re­
action abroad, making Sweden 
seem hostile toward Catholics, 
many of them "immigrants In 
great need of contact with their 
own church." 

Fridolfsson, in questioning 
F i n a n c e Minister Gunnar 
Strang, asked: 

"Do you believe it corresponds 
to the idea of religious freedom 
to prevent a denomination from 
purchasing needed localities, 
especially when it is doing so 
through Its own economic ef­
forts?" 

Strang defended the govern-

ss and cause us personal 
difficulties. 

"We are against subversive 
elements which cause social dis­
turbances and exploit anarchy 
to serve group interests. 

| Into an atmosphere of social 
ment's position in what one unrest the central commission! . we are ready to apply the 
newspaper termed a "cynical" of the hierarchy has released a principles of the Council and 
manner. He made the following statement of its solidarity w i t h l t h e encyclical Populorum Pro-
points: priests and bishops who have'*?"--™0' o v e n lf t h e y b n n 8 u s 

run afoul of the government, lotucines.s 
—Trie city of Stockholm will 

probably not fine St. Eugenia's Church and state must have. 
congregation if the church is "autonomy and independence, Thi* is our answer to the ap-
not completed in 1970. with mutual respect," the state - P™1 °f / h e Holy Father. We in 

'mem declares. And the church vite all our priests, religious 
—It is not possible to make "win n o t oppose anv order of a n d l a l t y t o t n l s courageous un-

exemptions at this time in the'civil societv which is just a n d l d c r t " k i n g of a real Christian 
case of "heavy investments." reasonable." I '1" '^ . . . . . , 
(Two projects, however, have; | T h e bishops said they "know 
been exempted from the tax — Until now, the church as athat many levels of the popula-
the Film Institute and the ad- whole has not publicly declared|tion look to the Church as their 
ministration' building of the its position in relation to the last hope." 
Swedish Association of Tech- military government. A few pro- anguished at the li 
n n l „ „ k , , « uressive bishops have spoken! w ( an anguisneo at tne li-
nologists.) w a n d m . i n v p r . e s t s h a v c R a t i o n of ' the means at our 

— Catholics had to accept the joined workers and students in disposal, they said, 
city's offer of the ABC Theater, protests. There have been scv- . . W c c a n n o t l e t t h c m o m e n ( 

f o r t e m p o r a r y u s e . l t seats 300 eral instances of harrassment, p a s s w i t hout expressing our soli-
and the congregation will have J search and arrest. jdarity to our brothers the 
to doubt its services to accom-; h b j , , s t a t o m o n t s tronK- l b i s n oP s- P r i c s t s a n d laymen who 
modate the panshioners. . ' . £ ^ ^ / ^ n

K O V C m m t .m ihavo.suffered misunderstanding 
The city also proposed an old has been atempting to in terfere!^I injustices in their apostolic 

public bath opposite the theater in Church adminisration and a c - w o r K 

to serve as a rectory, office andjeused it, in effect, of accepting parish hall. 

The St. Eugenia controversy 
has become a matter of wide­
spread discussion, with public-
opinion very much on the side 
of the Catholic parish. The 

the Marxist concept of re 
ligion" by upholding the view 
"that thc religious mission of 
bishops must not pass the limits 
of the spiritual life." 

The statement was based 
Swedish Council of Churches, \nlaT^ly °" P"Pc Paul's encycll-
which Cathol.cs have a delegate-!™1 0 n S 0 C i a l J u s t i e ° l n ( I C V e l ° P ' 
observer, sent a letter to the j , n R nations, "Populorum Pro-
^ ^ . . ^ . , o<...o „ ,->.., i« ""-' r c s s i o . " Although it was issued 
government demanding that it | , government authorl-
try to solve the St. husen.a J ^ J o J k e d the e n c v c l ! c a , . s p u b . 
problem in a positive and rea- , | ( , a t i o n i n KTazU u n t | | May. 
sonable way. | S m n e s p o k e s m m criticized i t for 

The liberal evening paper Kx-
pressan said editorially, follow­
ing the debate in parliament be­
tween the finance minister and 
the questioning lawmakers: 

Marxist" tendencies because of 
such passages as a statement on 
land reform, which said that the 
right to private property Is not 
absolute. 

"Break down thc liturgical | / h e encyclical has been quot 
life of 2,600 Catholics in Stock-i?d_ fLT.°_n . , , y b y n p p o n m t s of 

the government, including mem 
hers of outlawed organizations. holm. Let them gather together 

300 a t a time in an outdated 
theater. Spread out the parish | "Meditating sincerely on the 
areas ln a htandful of houses In; needs of our mission." the bish-
thc neighboring blocks to be;ops said, "we feel the weight of 

"In particular, we send a word 
of comfort to our priests, whose 
anguish and worries are well-
known to us. We welcome their 
thoughts when they are ex­
pressed with objectivity and dig­
nity. We know that in many, 
diocese in the Church there is 
already a sincere, dynamic force 
of valid experience in the priest­
hood. We can do much for a 

more adequate solution to the 
problems of our people." 

I n November, a spokesman 
for the bishops' conference con­
firmed that 3O0 Brazilian priests 
had sent the bishops a letter 
appealing for support of radical 
social and ecclesiastical reforms. 

The letter, which said that 
"Brazil is no longer the Catholic 
country ""we" are°accustorned to^funds on elaborate buildings. 

believe in," criticized the gov-. It called for special dispensa-

structures and for spending 
more money on the armed 
forces than on health, education 
and other social needs. 

It also criticized "paternalis­
tic" structures in the Church, 
lack of dialogue with the laity 
and the spending of Church 

Bishops Back Papal Nuncio 
Rio de Janeiro — (RNS) 

Archbishop Sebastiano Baggio, 
Papal Nuncio to Brazil, has been 
defended by the country's Rom­
an Catholic hierarchy following 
newspaper reports that the gov­
ernment would ask for his re­
placement because he is con­
sidered "too progressive." 

The Brazilian National Bish­
ops' Conference, in a telegram 
signed by its president, Agnelo 
Cardinal Rossi, Archbishop of 
Sao Paulo, expressed "total and 
absolute solidarity" with the 
nuncio. 

An official spokesman for the 
government said that the report 
of government opposition to 
Archbishop Baggio, published 
by the influential Jornal do Bra-
sil, was "entirely untrue." 

The Jornal said that the gov­
ernment of President Arthur 
Costa e Silva had charged Arch­
bishop Baggio with insufficient 
cooperation. 

A current source of Church-
state tension is the effort to 
deport a French-born Deacon, 
Guy Michel Thibaut, whom the! 

government has accused of sub-
servision. Deacon Thibaut, who 
was arrested for involvement in 
prohibited student activities and 
then released is once again be­
ing sought by the police. 

Bishop Valdir Calheiros de 
Novais of Barra do Pirai-Volta 
Redonda, who has visited Presi­
dent Costa e Silva to discuss the 
case of Deacon Thibaut, said, 
"personally, I am convinced that 
Thibaut is innocent." 

He indicated that he believes 
the French cleric was deluded 
by leftist studenls. 

The bishops' statement is be­
ing interpreted as partially a 
response t o this letter, as well 
as a comment on social condi­
tions in Brazil and the need to 
implement the reforms called 
for in Populorum Progressio. 

On the relation of the Church 
to the government, the bishops 
said that they "cannot accept, 
outside of Church legislation, 
limitations or definitions set by 
others." 

According to Time Magazine, 
Brazil's President Ar thur Costa 
e Sliva "did not quite know 
what to say." 

"A staunch and faithful Catho­
lic, he visited Pope Paul twice 
in the past three years," Time 
reported. "To help arrange a 
truce, Costa asked to meet with 
the church's leading bishops 
some time next month. 

"He realizes all too well that 
it was the wrath of the Catholic 
Church that helped topple Ar­
gentine Dictator Juan Peron in 
1955." 

. < • < : < : < • < • .<:.«:.<: 

pulled down. House the clergy 
in the central bath, separated 
from thc splashing of the ladles' 
bath only by an open passage. 
This was Finance Minister 
Strang's recommendation when 
yesterday in the second cham­
ber he tried to explain why (he 
St. Eugenia parish has not been 
allowed to build a new church, 
when their old one was pulled 
down." 

The liberal daily Dagens Ny-
hcter said that "the cynicism of 
Mr. Strang must have been a 
real shock to the parishioners." 
Father Peter Homung, S J., rec­
tor of St. Eugenia's, was present 
during the parliament debate. 

"The delay of the building 
work," the paper added, "ought 
to bring an Investigation if St. 
Clara's (Lutheran) church or 
any other Lutheran city church 
could not be offered for the use 
of the Cnthollcs. Is there no per. 
son to be found in the State 
Church who will take the initi­
ative?" 

our responsibility in the present 
historical moment of Brazil. We 
love our country and our people 

Cardinal Riberi 
Passes at 70 

Vatican City—(NC)—Antonio 
Cardinal Riberi died (Dec. 16) 
in Rome from complications of 
bronchial edema. 

The 70-yearold cardinal, who 
was raised to the college of 
cardinals last June, had been 
rumored to be slated for a 
high Vatican post in the forth 
coming reorganization of the 
Roman Curia. 

Cardinal ftiberl's death, oc­
curring shortly after that of 
Francis Cardinal Spellman of 
New York, reduced the college 
of cardinals to 113. 

Mop/by fUefcdaa^ / 
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BEAT THE PRICE 
INCREASE! 
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FRIGIDAIRE APPLIANCE 

SELL-OUT S U £ ! 
2 BIG DAYS-FRIDAY & SATURDAY 
We bought 3 carloads of Frigidaire appliances at the old prices! We're selling 

them out in the next 2 days at BIG, BIG SAVINGS for you! Come early for 

Best Selection — no more at these prices when they're gone! 

from the2,516 folks at RG&E who 

are working to make sure that gas 

and electricity will continue to be the 

biggest bargains in your family budget. 

R8CHESTER BAS AND ELECTRIC 
An Investor-Owned Company With More Than 26.OO0 Shaieholdets 

•REFRIGERATORS + RANGES 
+ WASHERS + DRYERS 

+ FREEZERS + DISHWASHERS 
Believe Us, Folks . . . THIS IS THE 

TIME TO BUY AND SAVE!! 

a 
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NO MONEY DOWN 
2 YEARS TOPAY 

NO EXTRA CHARGE 
FOR COLOR 

WHITE - COPPER - AVOCADO 

CHARLOTTE 
3200 LAKE AVE. . Ow Evenings . PHONE 663-5050 

APPLIANCE 
FURNITURE-
CARPETING 
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