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Clerics Hit 'B^rb^rism' in Portuguese Colonies 
Courier News Summary -

United Nations, N.Y. — A 
Roman Catholic priest exiled 
from Mozambique has come to 
the U.N. t » charge the Porto 
guese government with "savage 
barbarism" in his native land 

Father Malteus Gwenjere, who 
said he had been labelled a "ter­
rorist," also charged Portuguese 
missionaries with complicity in 
the "crimes of the colonialists," 
and predicted that ultimately 
the church would be forced out 
with the government. 

Meanwhile, Archbishop Ray­
mond-Marie Tchidimbo of Cona­
kry, Guinea, wrote a similar in­
dictment of the Portuguese au­
thorities of Angola, and declar­
ed there was "a total confusion 
of the Cross and the flag." 

In • a statement prepared for 
the French Catholic publiction, 
Informations Catholiques Inter­
nationales, the archbishop re­
ferred to the death of an An­
golan priest who had been exil­
ed to Portugal and "frustrated 
in the Lord's most precious gift 
to him, that is, liberty." 

United Nations bodies have 
denounced Portugal's actions in 
Angola. On Nov. 10 the UN 
General Assembly's Committee 
on Trusteeship adopted a resolu­
t i o n condemning Portugal's 
policy in Africa and appealing 
to all states to help the peoples 
of Portugal's African territor­
ies toward Independence. 

On Nov. 15 the UN Security 
Council adopted a resolution 
condemning Portugal's failure 
'*to prevent the mercenaries 
from using Angola-as a base far 
armed a t t a c k s against the 
Congo." 

Archbishop Tchidimbo s a i d 
that the late Msgr. Manuel 
Mendes das Neves, was dean of 
the cathedral chapter of Luanda 
and vicar general of that arch­
diocese when he was arrested 

He "wasr accused of beingrih 
head of Angolan "terrorists 
and of illegally possessing arms 
destined for "terrorists." 

"But," Archbishap Tchidimbo 
said, "the basis of the problem 
was that Msgr. Mendes das 
Neves desired only the inde­
pendence of his country: an 
aspiration of the most legiti­
mate kind. 

"In so doing," the archbishop 
continued, "Msgr. Mendes das 
Neves kept himself in the tradi­
tion of -the Church which wills 
that 'all nations constitute in­
dependent political communi­
ties.'" The citation 'is from 
Pope John XXIITs encyclical 
Pacem in Terns. 

Archbishop Tchidimbo said 
he did not think that coloniza­
tion was totally bad. but Jie 
noted that "rolofffeatloirhas'hatf 
its fiinisdeeds which the colon­
ized* »ci«ness--still feel today. 
He said there "are .still people 
u n d e r colonial domination 
whose elites, clear-sighted and 
desirous of ridding themselves 
of the colonial yoke, are tagged 
'crypto-communist' while they 
are fought and deported as such 
by the dominating powers." 

i s why he was deported' and 
placed under surveillance in the 
novitiate of the J e s u i t s at 
Braga . . ." 

The churchman listed eight 
other native Angolan priests 
who are now detained in Portu­
gal.. He "" 

"We witness here a total con 
fusion of the Cross and the 
flag. 

Father G-wenjere, who said he 
was forced to flee from Mozam­
bique in June, now teaches 
Portuguese in the Mozambique 
Institute in Dar-es-Salaam, Tan­
zania. Operated by the Mozam­
bique Liberation Movement, the 
institute aids refugees f r o m 
Mozambique. 

The Negro priest described 
for the UN committee cruel 
tortures which, he said, the 

'The most painful aspect of 
this sad detention is that the 
Angolan priests in exile are 
daily kept under surveillance 
by their colleagues in the priest-

V-the—Portuguese—priests,-fPortuguese use-to-suppress-thejobserve the teachings of Christ." 
some of whom make known the 
comings and goings of the An 
golans to the state secret police. 

nationalist movement in Mozam­
bique. 

In charging Portuguese mis­
sionaries with being accomplices 
in the suppression of Black 

Church will be "forced out of 
Mozambique with the Portu­
guese if the Church continues 
to be identified with Portuguese 
policies. 

The priest said, that there are 
really two Catholic Churches in 
Mozambique: "t h e Salazarist 
Catholic Church" and the "Ro­
man Catholic Church." 

The Salazarist C h u r c h , he 
said, "is reactionary, it does not 

This Church, he continued, "is 
run by those missionaries, Re­
ligious or secular, who are of 
Portuguese nationality, He urged the UN to "take the 

necessary steps to accelerate 
the independence of the peo-

A f r i c a n s , he said that the in Mozambique," Father Gwen-'ple of Mozambique." 
The "Roman Catholic Church 

jere* said, "fs found in missions 
where the missionaries are for­
eigners or Africans. These mis­
sionaries," he erplained, "en­
deavor to apply wholly the doc­
trine of the Church, but they 
find themselves in everything, 
and these foreign or African 
missionaries have a very limit­
ed sphere of action." 

Father Gwenpere also declar­
ed: "As long as the Portuguese 
remain in Mozambique the 
moral position—of the Church 
will be. progressively under­
mined." 
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Bethlehem Nativity Square 
Bethleliem — (RNS) •— A record number of some ices J n J h e . MaiixiiyJSflMare* lhe_£hurxh- of-lha_Na-
20,000 pilgrims are expected i n Bethlehem this tivity stands on the spot where tradition says the 
year to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ at serv- manger stood more than 2,000 years ago. 

"The right to liberty is a 
fundamental good of which no 
one has the right to dispossess 
himself," he said. "And Msgr. 
Mendes das Neves, during his 
whole life, had desired only 
this liberty for his country; that 

Vernacular Canon in Germany 

Berlin—(RNS)—Recitation of 
of the Canon of the Mass in 
the vernacular will begin on 
the first Sunday of Advent in 
the Roman Catholic churches of 
Germany. The text approved for 
this purpose by the German 

-hierarchy is expected touJjfi. 
adopted in other German-speak­
ing countries. 
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CHRISTMAS 

TREES 

LARGE FRESH SELECTION 
20,000 TO CHOOSE FROM 

YOUR CHOICE 
OF ANY TREE 

VALUE 
TO 

$5.00 i2-0O 
LIMITED QUANTITY* . . . 
BALSAM, FIRS, SCOTCH 
PINE 

S9O0 VALUE TO 
*3 $1.00 

FULL FRESH BOUGHS 
50< A BUNDLE 

650 PAUL RD. 
IN CHILI COR. ARCHER RD. 

THE BEGINNING 
WE HAVE THE PROOF 

Discover how low a liquor price can be 
Famous Brand Names at Rochester's newest 

downtown at 76 Franklin St., Inc. 

TREMENDOUS INVENTORY 
LOWEST PRICES 
AMPLE PARKING 
DELIVERY SERVICE 

LIBERTY POLE 

Owned A Operated 

by 

Jim Giancola 

and 

_ Don Burroto 

Phone 546-2476 
76 

Franklin St., Inc. 
Discount Liquor Store 

ROCHESTER, N. Y. 

14604 

GET YOUR 

"SPIRITS 
from 

76 FRANKLIN ST INC. 

Dacron® polyester 

"jet nit" travelers 

. . . they're washable! 

Con you imagine sometfiincj thai 

looks this elegant being wash­

able? Duplex could, and lor the 

busy, well-dressed womon has 

launched a fabric revolution wilh 

these lovely " jet kn i t " suits that 

you wash as often as you like, 

by hand or machine. O f 1 0 0 % 

DacronR polyester, they're also 

absolutely mussproof, easily spot 

cleanable and "hand pressablc" 

by simply smoothing any wrinkled 

area. Hoth suits by Handmachcr 

£\. Vogel. In misses sizes, $50 each. 

Sibley's Career Suits, Second 

Floor; Irondequoit, Ecistway, 

Soulhfov/n, Newark, Gieece 

SIBLEY'S DOWNTOWN OPEN MON 
DAY THRU FRIDAY TIL 9 P M 
SATURDAY TIL 5:4S. SUBURBAN 
STORES (FOR THE DURATION OF 

—THE—ffUS~ STRIKtr 
NIGHT UNTIL 10 

UFEN TVFFfY 
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