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Myth Clarifies 
Fundamentals 
The likely successor to "Par-, webs ^anTIfforasfr FallsliiaailsT 

able" — the controversial film 
that has been viewed and dis­
cussed by people of all faiths 
since it was first screened at 
the Protestant and Orthodox 
Center during the New York 
World's Fair—is a film that 
uses ants to tell the story of 
the Incarnation. 

Titled "The Antkeeper," the 
27-minute film is being syndi-
cated to local television stations 
for their use beginning in mid-
November. 

Written and directed by Rolf 
Forsberg, who wrote and co-
directed "Parable," the new film 
tells the story of a gardener 
who decides to raise ants so 
that they might add to the 
beauty of his gardens, Instead, 
the ants fight among one an­
other, they succumb to the 
temptations of another's garden 
and otherwise cause they gar 
dener grief. He then decides to 
send his own son to live among 
the ants, becoming one of them, 
teaching them what they are 
expected to do and how they 
should live and then being 
killed by them. 

"The Antkeeper" is being 
described as "a new adult film 
for television" by the film's 
producers, the Lutheran Church 
in America, which also distri­
butes the highly successful TV 
series for children, "Davey and 
Goliath. 

"I think 'The-Antkeeper' is a 
little more esoteric and cerebral 
than 'Parable'," said Forsberg, 
whose earlier film has been 
used widely in Catholic retreats 
apd at other Catholic-sponsored 
events. 

The Fundamentals 

"In an age which is motivated 
by humanistic ideals rather than 
religious ideals, there is a con­
sequential attempt to make a 
humanist of Christ—to deny the 
significance of the Incarnation 

Mber-g-sa4d4n-oxp-litin«vK-hi 
'The Antkeeper' evolved. "So 
we took the fundamental aspects 
—the Creation, the Fall, the 
Incarnation and Redemption— 
and reduced them to a myth 
form that we thought would 
help clarify it." 

Narrated by Fred Gwynne 
(the tall, lanky star of TV's 
"Munsters" and "Car 54, Where 
Art You?"), "The Antkeeper" 
is set in Mexico, where the gar­
dener (Victor Florcs, a full-
blooded Aztec Indian) watches 
over his Eden-like garden from 
a mountaintop with "El Hijo" 
("The Son," played by Eleazar 
Velazquez). 

The gardener and the son 
raise a colony of winged ants, 
which they hope will improve 
the garden. Instead, the ants 
fe»t the ptant bultos, dentroj 
geach other and are Induced to 
leave their garden for the gar­
den of Bruja (played by India's 
leading actress, Madhur Jef­
frey), who once worked as a 
maiden in the garden of El 
Hijo and his father. 

"The garden is a case in 
point of how theology had to be 
wedded to drama and cinemato­
graphic need in (he making of 
'The Antkeeper,'" said Richard 
Sutcliffe, producer for the Lu­
theran Church in America. "The 
garden had to look very entic­
ing, as nppealing from a dis­
tance us the gardener's garden. 
But as the camera moves in on 
it, the viewer becomes aware 
that it is illusory and somehow 
sick. 

"To help make both the the­
ological and dramatic point, 
everything in the garden and 
all the materials used to con­
struct It arc dead. Sliver foil, 
wax paper, dead butterflies 
from an entymologlst In Mexico 
CTly, Ticsa--grass;—egg—shell* 
filled with ashes. Even the 
earth Is dead-
lava." 

ed on a rock and is slowly 
transformed into an ant egg. 
Shortly, a female ant bears it 
away into the a n t colony and 
the "incarnation" has. been com­
pleted. 

The son-ant (red to distin­
guish it from the other ants, 
which are black) works with 
the other ants, and, the nar­
rator says, tries t o teach them 
brotherly love, mercy, obedi-
ence. 

'And they followed him," says 
the narrator of some of the ants, 
but other ants eventually tu rn 
an him and literally tear him 
apart. The red ant's followers 
bury him and later—although 
most of the ants continue living 
as they had before the red ant's 
arrival—some ants sprout wings 
again. 

"That, however, is not the 
whole story," said producer 
Sutcliffe. "We've found that 
The Antkeeper' has a way- of 
arousing its a u d i e n c e s to 
thought and to questions. Some 
are very moved by it; some 
have reacted violently against 
it. But this is as it should be. 
The Antkeeper' is intended to 
motivate people to think for 
themselves about their faith— 
or lack of it. It was not de­
signed as a packaged pill suit­
able for swallowing by alt men 
of all shadings of belief." — 
(Catholic Press Features) 
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Theology School 

Discussed 
Wlnooski Park, Vt.—(RNS)— 

A committee has been formed 
to study the possibility of estab­
lishing a regional professional 
and graduate school of theol­
ogy for the Roman Catholic di­
oceses and religious orders 
operating in New England 

Eymard P. Galligan, 

Columbus, Ohio — The Blue 
Army of Our Lady of Fatima, 
often called the "army that 
marches on its knees' doesn't 

fdo~t«0"badiy—in—aetionr-eitherr 
This was demonstrated at a 
recent nationwide celebration 
here to welcome the Bishop of 
Fatima and his Round-thie-
World Peace Pilgrimage of 108 
Blue Army Crusaders. 

One lone "hippie" — consid­
erably huskier than his bearded 
comrades but apparently with 
no surplus of courage—attempt­
ed t o cash in on press publicity 

The gardener and his son in "The Antkeeper," an unusual allegory of the 
Incarnation, to be seen on television. 

Cathol ic Schools 

Can't Match Youf h Increase 
By WILLIAM RYAN 

-volcanic ash and 

- Two-Sided 

Also, the character of Bruja 
has a 'two sided face, because 
"sin Is ;i schizophrenic split," 
explained Forsberg. 

As a result of their revolt, 
the ants lose their wings (all 
of the ant photography was 
planned and shot by Robert 
Crandall, who did (he insect 
camerawork for Wall Disney's 
classic, "The Living Desert"). 

El Hijo m.ikcs his way down 
the mountainside through cob 

S.S.E., chairman of Region-i~bT 
the national Conference of 
Major Superiors of Men, said 
that the committee has breen 
formed to prepare for a meet­
ing of the bishops of New Eng­
land's 11 dioceses and the major 
superiors. The meeting will be 
held May 7 at St. John's Sem­
inary, Brlighton, Mass., with 
Richard Cardinal Cushiing of 
Boston as host. 

"I think it should be raade 
clear from the beginning," said 
Father Galllgan, "that if such 
a center of theological studies 
should eventuate, it would not 

one diocese or religious con 
gregation, but rather under the 
supervision of a board of trus­
tees which would represent the 
interests of the New EngLand 
hierarchy, religious comnvunl-
ties and laity.1' 

"Eventually there would, 1 
suppose, be an ecumenical di­
mension to the whole develop 
ment," he said. 

The committee includes Msgr. 
John Broderick of Boston, Fa­
ther John Stack of Hartford, 
Father Joseph Dcvenny, S.J., 
and Brother Joseph Iunnone, 
C.S.C. Coordinator of the meet­
ing will be Father Francis -X 
Gokcy, S.S.E. 

Formation of the committee 
followed an October meeting of 
bishops, superior generals and 
provincials of orders of men in 
the six-state region. 

At that meeting. Father John 
V. O'Connor, S.J., provincial for 
the Society of Jesus, noted that 
the region now had 68 major 
and minor seminaries. 

Washington — (NC) — An 
urban sociologist speaking here 
described "two contrasting as­
pects" of the U.S. Catholic 
school system—its rapid growth, 
and its inability to keep pace 

and parents to support schools 
is decreasing. 

Anchors in the City 
In a discussion which followed 

Dr. Havighurst's talk, Auxiliary 
Bishop William McManus of 
C h i c a g o , superintendent ofiing and training personnel for 

with the even more rapidsehools in the archdiocese, said new projects. It might also a t -
growth in the number of Catho-the Catholic schools there av-jtract young men and women 
lie youths seeking education. 

and other school personnel. 

On the other hand, he said 
the challenge of service in t h e 
area of social need might stim 
ulate Catholic colleges to devel­
op special programs of recruit 

"In spite of an expenditure 
of close to $2 billion a year for 
e l e m e n t a r y and secondary 

erage 25,000 transfers of pupils! who are not interested in what 
each year. Bishop McManus as-they regard as routine class 
serted, however, that a study ofi room teaching, 
the situation has found no evi- „. . . . . . . . 
dence of a wholesale trend S l s t e r M a n e

u Augusta Neal 
schools, the Catholic school sys-jamong white Catholics to n e e i

c n a l n n a n o f t h e sociology d e 
tern is not keeping up with the to the suburbs partment at Emmanuel College, 
increasing numbers of Catholic; Boston, said that it was difficult 
youth," said Dr. Robert J. Hav-1 "Parochial schools are anchor- for Religious to communicate 
lghurst, visiting professor ofiing people In the city . . . giving to their students the social 
urban education 
University: 

Dr. Havlghurst spoke at the 
Washington Symposium on Cath­
olic Education, a meeting spon­
sored by the. National Catholic 
E d u c a t i o n a l A s s o c ) ation 
(NCAE) to discuss the current 
problems and future goals of 
Catholic education. 

The NCEA is a 63-year-old 
professional association which 

at Fordhamus at least a n outside hope of\ teachings of the Church, b e 

system and a n Integrated city,"! been inadequate 

"We have taught respect fo r Bishop McManus stated. Father 
Pierre Du Maine, assistant su-• h p b c o n c e r a f o r 
perintendent of schools Hi San, N e « .. ^ s a , d 
Francisco, said e l e m e n t a r y 1 

school enrollment is no t declin­
ing in that archdiocese, and 
there i s no significant shift of 
white pupils to suburbs. 

Dr. Havighurst had also noted 
that parochial schools in dis-

provides for an exchange ofjadvantaged or semi segregated 
ideas and services among Cath'residential areas tend to hold 
ollc educators. 

First Place 

New York is now among t h e 
leading wood producing and 
utilizing states in the nation, 
the State Commerce Depart­
ment reports. It holds first 
place in t h e manufacture of 

Dr. 

|certain people in the area w h o ; p a p ( , r a n d p a p e r pTO(iUcts. and 
I would otherwise move out, "and . ... , • .. „,.„,,,, „,,„„ „ f 

Havighurst said for thejihus tend to encourage res .deni 1 5 t l u r d m tte P | o d u c l l 0 n o f 

be under the direction of -any^ast-tO-years-Gatholic—olemon-jtiai-irttegFMt+e! 
tary schools have managed to 
enroll a constant 52 per cent of 
Catholic youngsters of elemen­
tary school age, but that Catho 
lie high school enrollment has 
decreased to the present figure 
of 35 per cent of the Catholic 
high school population, and 
Catholic colleges have declined 
in the past decade from serving 
about 29 per cent to only 24 per 
cent of Catholic college stu 
dents. 

This has come about, he said, 
in spite of a rapid increase in 
absolute numbers of students. 

Dr. Havighurst also asserted 
the greatest growth of Catholic 
e l e m e n t a r y and secondary 
schools is now taklnng place 
in the suburbs and the outer 
fringes of the central cities, 
while enrollments in the inner 
city schools are either station­
ary or decreasing. He said Cath­
olic parents with higher social 
status and higher incomes arc 
tending to support the new and 
outlying schools, while the ca­
pacity of inner city parishes 

i v— — f 
furniture and fixtures. 

Blue Army Crusader: Man of 
But. When Needed.ManofSction,Too 

for the Rosary procession by 
appearing at the sidelines with 
an anti-Fatima slogan chained 
to his chest. -

"We, too, have our righto," 
said Alfred Williams of Keno­
sha, Wis., "and one of them is 
the right to honor the Mother 
^ " o l u 7 " L l i r d r ^ n B ^ r - I S s u l 6 
from the more stupid elements 
of our society. Another is the 
right to welcome to America 
a distinguished" visitor — the 
Bishop of Fatima, Portugal, 

Without mincing words, a 
slight but singularly resolute 
Blue Army crusader stepped 
from the march, divested the 
"hippie" of his armor by yank­
ing the sign off so quickly that 
he broke the chain, and sent 
the offender scuttling toward j w h e r e 0 u r L a d y gave God's 
obscurity. When last seen, he 
was mumbling in his beard that 
his "rights" were hot being 
recognized. 

requirements for peace — with­
out hate-calls and slanderous 
epithets." 
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100's of ARTIFICIAL 

CHRISTMAS TREES 
98c All sizes & shapes in ba lsam, 

sco tch p i n e , b l u e spruce i n 
domestic & imports Our best 
selection ever. from 

CHRISTMAS 
TREES 

Scotch Pine 
Douglas Firs 

Balsam 
Th« belt thxjped and moil 
bvautiful tr«e» we've ever 
hod lOOO't lo choose 
from 

55 
3' to 15' 

X M A S GREENS 
BOUGHS & MISTLETOE 
Bottom, Red Pine, Scolch Pine, 
Ground Pine, White Pine, Magnolia, 
Oregon Cedar, Rhododendrum, Box 
Wood, English Holly, Variegated Hoi-
ley, etc. 

STYROFOAM 
Almost any shape or s i ie 
desired for Xmas decorat­
ing. Square, cones, circles, 
pyramids, circular sticks, 
etc. 

WREATHS 
Artificial and 
natural, plain 

and decorated. 

XMAS DECORATIONS 
This is our btggeit Christmas over 

n Xmas Decoration* We're 
loaded with new imported and 
domestic decorative Xmot 

<t*mt lor tha homo, tree, door, 
windows (inude or outside) 
We believe we truly have 
one of Rochester'! largest 
display* of Xmas decora­
tions You mult come 

and tee it 

from 

GIFT CERTIFICATES 
Available from our Millwork, 
Hardware & Garden Depart­
ments. 

t^xmwsmsmst^vxztmvmt 
STORE Shop Monday thru fr. 8 30 A M lo 9 PM 

U/^kl inC Saturday 8 30 A M to 6 P M 
M L / U K O : Gordon Slo.c ONLY Open Sundays? A M to 5 P M 

CANDLES 
Xmas colors, 

shapes, •wists, rop 
{lacked, santa, snowba 
+»ms, scented bayborry, 

Prices start at 

XMAS 
STOCKINGS 

Avai lab le in many sixes 
In plain red wi th while 
t r im or decorated, 
prices 

29* 2 0 0 EAST HIGHLAND DR. (B.N»«n Winton & Gould) $ 

Bilt-Rite 
Chase-Pitkin 

W O O D 

P R O D U C T S 

473-2866 

Mvoibif el 
HO 

Dr. Havighurst stated that 
some cducamtors believe Catho­
lic schools could do more than 
they a re to help achieve racial 
and socio-economic integration. 

He said that Msgr. James C. 
Donahue, director of the CMJU-' 
cation department .United States 
Catholic Conference, in a key­
note speech t o tile annual NCEA1 

convention i n Atlantic Cily last 
March, advocated several inno ! 
vative approaches for Catholic1 

education including citysubur-j 
ban exchanges of pupils from' 
Catholic schools, making Catho-I 
lie classrooms available to public 
schools in "educational parks" 
and. supplementary centers, and! 
the- fnitiation of programs to| 
extend Ilic influence of the; 
schools into the home, especial­
ly at the pre-school level , 

Dr. Havighurst said before 
such programs could be put into 
effect. Catholic school authori 
tics will have to find solutions' 
to problems such as finances, 
the acute shortage of teachers 
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FREE! 
M I R CHOICE OF ETHER 

FIVE-PIECE PUCE SETTING 

Bfs the spirit that counts 
not the price. 

Succumbs a t 101 
Jerscyville, 111. — (RNS) — 
Father John J. Clancy is 
shown preaching from the 
pulpit of St. Francis Xavier 
church in Jerseyvtlle, 111., 
which lie served for 52 years 
until his death on Nov. 16 at 
the age of 101—probably the 
oldest active Catholic priest 
Jn the country. A legendary 
priest with 75 years of loyal 
service to the Church, Father 
Clancy was widely known in 
his community among non-
Catholks. 

%3fb a quart 
Gift carton at no extra cost. 
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when you 
save 

with us. 

I OVCIY i IV.I;,IIII * -iivi> I m a u l 

l-annuis Original Rogers Silvcrplatc 
"Sophisticated " I radcwTnJs" Pattern 
Carefree Stainless by" International 

ser-\ free live-piece place se t t ing is you r s when you open a tax. with each deposit of $25 . Comple t e y o u r table 

savings account for $25 o r more , or-add $25 to your prcs- vice and watch your savings grow at Roches ter Saving 

e n t account at Roches t e r Sav ings Bank. Y o u can also Bank, where your money earns 5% f rom d a y of deposi t , 

purchase addit ional place set t ings for only $2 .50 , plus paid and compounded quar ter ly . C o m e in now. 

, Limit. one jree place setting per family. Please, no mail orders. Free offer good only through December 29. 

the bank of the Golden Rule 
•ID I- riinVlin Street • 47 Main Street West • Ridge Clinton Plaza • Ridgcmont Plaza • Pitlsford Plaza 

MfcMBI-R M-UI-RAI. DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 

London — (RN! 
and counter-chargi 
ed from all sides : 
lowing publication 
Charles Davis's I 
he left t h e Roi 
Church. 

The book, A Qu 
science, appeared 
its fundamental p 
Mr. Davis, who i 
priesthood 11 moi 
the Church becau 
ed to believe in i 

—Simultaneously 
pearance, a 16-p 
by a noted Dom 
gian and lecturei 
nelius Ernst, wai 
general distributi 
swer t o t h e Davis 

Father Ernst is 
friars, Oxford, wl 
ed to have been 1 
piling the pampr 
Herbert McCabe, 
cently removed a 
Dominican journ; 
friars, after wri 
Roman Church wi 
ly corrupt." Fatl 
vehemently defe 
Davis in his boi 
the theologian, 
Church. 

Observers desc 
1 i c a t i o n of : 

Froncisc< 

Ordinate 
(Continued fre 

Also, the Rev. Jo 
O.F.M., t he Rev. 
O.F.M., and tl 
Stark, O.F.M. 

The Scottsvill< 
ated from Whea' 
tral School in IS 
ed S t Bonavenl 
until 1960 when 
ly studies. The 
was graduated 

from Notre Dan 
in 1957. Father 
ated cum haude 
venture in 1961, 
Journalism. He ] 
in-chief of The 
the campus nev 

Both attendee 
Seraphic Semir 
(N.Y.) t he F r 
seminary, then 
Franciscan relij 
spent a year of 
Franciscan life 
Novitiate, Lafay 
professing simp 
fayette, they stu 
at St. Francis 
Beach, N.H. 

Theological s 
Friars began i 
Franciscan Holj 
Washington. I 
Solemn vows at 
Seminary, St B 

In Washlngto 
gociated with 
theological ma; 
Father John J' 
lation manager 
ard was typog 
director. 

Father John 
didate for the 
logy from The 
sity of Ameri 
Father Bernan 
for the M.S. 
Siena College, 

Father Bern 
nephew of Sisl 
S.S.J. of S t I 
vent, Rochestei 
of Sister St J 
Good Samaritar 
Ala., and Sister 
S.S.J., of S t 
vent Elmira* 
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