
A t Toronto Teach-i in 
COURIER-JOURNAL ^ 1 A 
Frday, Dec. 8, 1967 A I M 

World-Qoted Spokesmen Air Veiws on War, Religion 
^ By RUm^fcARTII* 

(Special to The Courier) 
(Some of (he w o r l d ' s best 
known statesmen and analysts 
spoke to students at the Uni­
versity of Toronto at a recent 
'teach-in.' Miss Ruth Martin, a 
student there, wrote this arti­
cle for the Courier.) 
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The International Teach-in 
a t the University of Toronto is 
unique among teach-ins for un­
like the American teach-in it 
was formed not as a vehicle for 
the. protest movement but rath­
er as a vehicle for the learning 
process. Its purpose is to give 
both the student and the com­
munity in general an opportun­
ity to hear learned men speak 
on topics related to a theme of 
international relevance. 

This year the theme was Re­
ligion and International Af. 
fairs — a theme which posed 
such questions as "What rele­
vance does organized religion 
have to the world situation?", 
"Can the moral man kill?" 
"What can religion do to com­
bat intolerance in the world?" 
Consequently, the topics and 
the speakers of the five ses­
sions were geared to attempt 
ing to answer these questions. 

Session One was concerned 
with Religious Faith and War 
The panel of speakers consist 
ed of Dr. Kenneth Thompson, 
vice-president of the Rockefel 
ler Foundation; Canon L. John 
Collins, former Chairman of the 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarm­
ament; and Dr. Connor Cruise 
O'Brien, Albert Schweitzer Pro­
fessor of Humanities at New 
York University. 

The specific problem these 
men spoke on was "Is war 
m o r a l l y justifiable?" Dr. 
Thompson urged a type of "ethi­
cal pragmatism" which he felt 
was the only viable solution in 
the nuclear age. "I fear moral 
ahsnlntism in the face of nncle-
ar war," he said. There is no 
absolute ground upon which all 
situations can be based, rather 
each situation must be seen as 
it is and a new decision must be 
made each time. Dr. Thompson 
ended his talk by pointing out 
that government operates not in 
trying to achieve high ideals 
but in tackling immediate prob­
lems and that while ". . . there 
can be no compromise in in 
dividual morality there has to 
be a compromise in social mor­
ality." 

Canon L. J. Collins, in con­
trast, stressed that war in the 
nuclear age is never justifiable 
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beyond the confines of your 
established thought rather t3ian Father Gustave Ramirez stat­

ed that his work was " . . . try­
ing to find a theological re­
sponse to conflict in society." 
In the light of this he spoke 
of the problems in the Third 
World of underdeveloped coun­
tries, the responsibility for 
which rests with American and 
European political policies. 

Dr. Ralph Abernathy, who 
after the teach-in was going 
back to Birmingham, Alabama 
to be jailed for the twenty-sec­
ond time as a result of his Civil 
Rights work, spoke about the 
Negro Revolution going on in 
the United States. "There is a 
revolution taking place in Amer­
ica today," he said, "It can cor­
rectly be called the second 
American revolution." 

entrenching yourself immov­
ably within it." Perhaps Dr. 
Corbett's most str iking reason 
for'promoting his "ethics of un­
derstanding" was contained in 
his comment, "From what I 
have heard of t h e speakers at 
this teach-in. I can only say that 
Christian principles hang like 
shackles on the good they wish 
to -promote." 

Bev. Alan Booth stressed .the 
realization that ideologies can 
not be set and structured sets 
of principles for all time. An 
ideology is a se t of guidelines 
pertinent t o a particular t ime 
and place which must be recon­
structed as times change. The 

Session Three was concerned 
with Religious Faith and Into! 
erance and the panel included 
Dr. Alex Quaison Sackey, For­
eign Minister of Ghana 1965-6 
and President of the UN Gen­
eral Assembly, 1964-5; Sir Mu­
hammad Zafrulla Khan, For­
eign Minister of Pakistan, 1947-
54, Judge on the International 
Court; Father Trevor Huddles-
ton, Bishop of Masasi, Tan­
zania; and Mr. Saul Hayes, Ex 
ecutive Vice-president of the 
Canadian Jewish Congress. Mr. 
Saul Hayes stressed that his­
torically organized religion has 
done little in the, past to allevi 
ate intolerance. He pointed out 
t h a t institutionalization pro­
duces certain tensions, psycho 
logical, sociological and politi 
cal. These tensions must be re­
alized, admitted and overcome 
in order to effectively combat 
intolerance. The Schema on the 
Jews at Vatican II, said Mr. 
Hayes, was a great step for­
ward in accomplishing this re-
alization. 

contributions of Christianity 
but cannot b e monopolized by 
it^ 2'It will be a co-operative 
human effort, increasingly in­
ternational, arirTft will produce 
something both noble and cor­
rupt, which someday in i ts turn 
will have to be superceeded." 
hie said. 
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Session Five was probably 
the most eagerly awaited of the 
sessions, not so much for its 
topic, Religious F a i t h and 
Peace, but for its speakers, U 
Thant, Secretary General of the 
UN; Krishna Menon, Defence 
M i n i s t e r ef̂  India, 1957-62. 
Thich Nhat Hanh Vietnamese 
Buddhist monk, scholar and 
poet; and Bishop Stephen Neil! 
a member of the Joint Commit­
tee that founded the Ecumeni­
cal Church of South India. The 
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position as Secretary General 
of the UN. 

• Krishna Menon stated that 
peace is not the responsibility 
of, nor should it be the respon­
sibility of, organized religion, 
rather it is the responsibility of 
all people. Peace, he said, is 
not comfortable existence. In 
the nuclear age it is survival, 
for war is no longer a game 
between people trained to fight 
but now involves all of human­
ity. Disarmament, he continued, 
is meaningless unless vou de-
stroy not only all weapons, but 
also the will to manufacture 
weapons. 

Thich Nhat Hanh spoke as a 
religious man currently involv­
ed in a struggle to save his fel­
low men. His attitude was sum­
med up in his statement about 
his position as a man of faith 
in Vietnam ". . . in a situation 
of war, where the destruction 
of lives and human values is 
going on, like the present situ 
ation in Vietnam, religious lead 
ers are compelled to act. The 
morik or priest who lives in his 
community among those who 
die and suffer every day can­
not sit quietly and still remain 
a spiritual or religious leader 
of the community. A sermon 
would mean nothing, the only 

the result of. two forces, Com­
munism and anti-Communism, 
trying to save mankind. 

The Vietnamese, Mr. Hanh so 
validly pointed out, are not 
being saved; thev a re being 
killed. 

.TO SERVE YOU BETTER 
SS. Peter jnd Paul Church announces the addition of mid-day 

and evening weekday Masses, each preceded by Confessions. 

That was the Teach-in that 
was. It was a fascinating and 
valuable contribution not only 
to the academic world but to all 
those men of faith who are in­
terested in what they can do 
and it stressed the fact that 
men of faith, all faiths, have a 
responsibility here and now for, 
as Thich Nhat Hanh put it, 
"The problem of Vietnam as 
well as many other problems 
around the world have become 
so much international problems 
that the responsibility for these 
crises falls t o n every man of 
faith." 
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CONFESSIONS, 11:30 to 12:10 and 5 to 5:30 

SS. PETER and PAUL GHURGH 
720 M A I N , STREET WEST 

Near Bulli Head -» / o n 'Y fae minute* from downtown 

Plenty, of Parking — entrance from Brown Street 

•THE FATHERS OF THE SACRED HEARTS 
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Mr. Quaison-Sackey also point­
ed out that in the past organiz­
ed religion has preached not 
tolerance but a fanatical insist-
ance on its own superiority 
leading to wars and persecu­
tions. Even today such pheno­
mena as the partition of India 
and Pakistan and the apartheid 
position of the Dutch Reformed 
Church in South Africa show 
that we are not yet completely 
tolerant. "What is required, 
then," he said, "is that men of 
faith should influence the poli­
cies of their governments, and 
their words should be listened 
to with attention." Both Popes 

'Either war is off or human-jJohn XXIII and Paul VI have 
ity is off." He stated that "theidone this, Mr. Quaison-Sackey 
only thing the nuclear deterent said, and what is needed is that 
has deterred so far is common all Christians must work un-
sense." Canon Collins did not' 
raise a call for absolute anar­
chic pacifism but rather he rais­
ed a call for individual self-ap-
praisment in the light of the 
world situation. 

Dr. Connor Cruise O'Brien 
stressed in his talk that the 
basis of ethics lies not in re­
ligion but rather in human na­
ture itself. The desire for war, 
he said, is also inherent in hu­
man nature and it is political 
wisdom which directs this per­
sonality trait to a good end: the 
just war. The just war, said Dr. 
O'Brien, is fought for only two 
reasons: in defense of one's 
country or for the overthrow 
of "the man who has fallen 
horribly in love with high re­
nown." Applying this specifical­
ly, as Dr. O'Brien said must be 
done, he stated "It will be seen 
by future generations, I believe, 
that Johnson's war (in Viet­
nam) belongs in the same cate­
gory and with all other wars 
of grandisement. dignity and 
prestige." 

Session Two, Religious Faith 
and Revolution, was paneled by 
the Honorable R. S. Garfield 
Todd, Prime Minister of South­
ern Rhodesia, 1953-58; Father 
Gustavo Perez Ramirez. Found­
er and Director General of the 
Columbian Institute for Social 
Development; and Rev. Ralph 
Abernathy, Treasurer of the 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference. The Hon. Mr. Todd 
spoke from his own experience 
in trying to abolish apartheid 
in Rhodesia when he said, "Men 
who hold . . . Christian beliefs 
will not support violent revolu­
tion to achieve their ends but 
they betray their faith abjectly 
if they fail to take all possible 
action short of violence against 
their fellow me i£ - (-who—axe 
causing injustice). Me conclud­
ed that "If all men of goodwill 
should be moved in anger be­
cause of the hur t done to their 
fellow men and so to them­
selves, they would bring a 

ceasingiy for tolerance, 
and peace. 

amity 

The panel for Session Four, 
Religious Faith and Ideology, 
consisted of Dr. Patrick Cor-
bett, Prof, of Philosophy, Uni­
versity of Sussex; Dr. Richard 
Schaull, Prof, of Ecumenics, 
P r in c e t o n Theological Semi­
nary; Dr. Milan Opocenski, Eu 
ropean Secretary of World Stu 
dent Christian Federation; and 
Rev. Alan Booth, London Sec 
etary of the Commission of the 
World Council of Churches on 
International Affairs. Dr. Pat 
rick Corbett called for a secu­
lar ethics which is not based 
on one particular religion or 
ideology. This ethics, "must, if 
it is to enter into human con­
flict on the side of peace, arise 
as directly as possible out of 
the actual, undeniable situation 
in which we find ourselves and 
must owe as little as possible 
to contentious abstractions."! 

This secular situation ethics isl 
termed "the ethics of under­
standing." It is an ethics of 

Housing W o r k C i t e d 
Baltimore — (RNS) — Mrs. Paul Cardillicehlo, 
member of St. Mark's Catholic parish, Catonsville, 
Md., holds first annual Hannah G. Solomon Award 
presented by the Baltimore Section of the National 
Council of Jewish Women. Mother of five children, 
Mrs. Canlillicchi© was cited for her service with 
interreligious and civic community groups. She is 
founder of Home Owaiershtip Plan Endeavor, a non­
profit, interreligious organization providing low-
cost housing. 
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THE HOLr FATHER'S MISSION AID TO THE ORIENTAL CHURCH 

Christmas is Christ's Birthday. This year, to 
show Hem you love Him, give your presents to 
the poor . . . For instance, train a boy for the 
priesthood. We'll send you his name, he'll write 
to you, and you may stretch payments to suit 
your own convenience ($8.50 a month, $100 a 

N O year. $S0O for the entire sbryear course). The 
NEED friend who has everything, if you Sponsor a 

T O seminarian in his name, will appreciate this 
LEAVE more tr*-an a gift h e doesn't need. We'll send 

THE your friend our attractive Gift Card before 
HOUSE Christmas, telling him what you have done.. . . 

Or sponsor a Sister-to-be ($1250 a month, $150 
a year, $300 all together), a homeless child 
($10 a month), or feed a refugee family for two 
weeks C$5), Your friend will be pleased you 
thought of someone else when you remembered 
him. . . . Please write to us today to be sure 
the Gift Cards reach your friends before Christ 
mas. We'll send the cards as soon as we hear 
from yosj. 

4k 
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We'll send a Gift Card (or a letter, if you prefer) 
to the person you designate for each of these 
Christmas gifts: 
3 $10,000 will build a parish 'plant' complete 
(church, school, rectory, convent) where the 
Holy Father says it 's needed overseas. Name 
it for your favorite saint, in your loved ones' 
memory. 

MORE G You can build a church now for $3,800, a 
GIFT school for $3,200, and the Bishop in charge 

CARD will write to you. 
SUGGESTIONS n Your strlngless gifts in any amount ($5,0O0, 

$1,000, $500), $100, $50, $25, $10, $5, $2) 
will help the neediest wherever they are — in 
India arad the Holy Land, for instance. Remind 
us to send a Gift Card. 
G Our missionaries can offer immediately the 
Masses you request.. Just send us your in­
tentions. 

OUR The Midnight Mass in Bethlehem will be of-
GIFT fered f»r the members of this Association. This 

T O is our Christmas thank-you gift to you. Please 
YOU pray for all of us, especially our priests and 

Sisters overseas, And have a happy Christmas! 

Now Many Wear 

FALSE TEETH 
With More Comfort 

FASTEETH. a pleasant alkalim 
powder, holds false teeth firmer. Tc 
cat and talk in more comfort, just 
sprinkle a little FASTEETH on your 
plates. No gummy, gooey taste or 
feeling Checks denture breath. Den­
tures that fit are essential to health 
See your dentist rrgiilutlv Got 
FASTEETH at all drug counter* 

Enjoy that 
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Your Shoppers' Guide 
when you want the best 

GENERAL BUSINESS 

$39 9 5 Rochester Ceiling Co. $3995 
Yes you can buy o 10x12 Ceil­
ing (includes material and in­
stallation) for only $39.95 

39 JEFFERSON RD. • 235 -5530 

$39 9 5 Rochester Ceiling Go. $3995 
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"C" 
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Laka Thaatra—3260 Like Ave. 
l§3-3050 
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JOHN'S SUNOCO 
2032 LYELL AVE. (corner of Lee) 

TAKSEN BROS. Liquor Store 
Cat rate prion Special price on 

OR all belt brandt full A split cases 

Between Meigs and Rowley Street 
155 PARK AVE. PHONE 244 -9450 
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STORE 
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10 to 10 

CUsoO.Wmhsi 
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BLAUW'S 
PHARMACY 
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CNILSON PHARMACY 

1704 Monro* Avo. 

• OR 3-6402 
Prescription 
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SERVICE 

Dear 
Monsignor Nolan: 
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FOP„ 
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Selection . . . 
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PHARMACY 

NO. Goodman at Main 
Phone 454-3332 
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DEWEY AVE. 
PHARMACY 

Prescription Specialists 
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