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Churches

of increasing ‘‘dynamic” cooper-lerty. mixed marriage, and so there were many ccumenically-’

ation with the Roman Catholic
Church is one of four major is
sues currently facing the World
Council of Churches, its Amer-
ican general secretary, Dr. Eu-
gene Carson Blake declared
here.

He addressed the Briti sh;
Council of Churches at its Fall
meeting.

_Both the WCC, embracing 23
Anglican, Protestan! and -Ort ho-
dox Churches, and the Roman

Catholic Church, he said. wcroiWCC—-lhe area of
committed to dynamic cooper-imankind, he said. ¥n this con-| R . . ,
ation and the issue before the text he mentioned contribuuons'gllg? were still busy healing the

WCC was the measure and the
means of increasing this.

“ PDynamic’ cooperation was
the word approved by the Ro-
man Catholic authoritles and
the WCC this Summer,” he add-|
ed. “We are taking this word

seriously. From one poinf of Ramsey of Canterbury. He was

view there is hardly anything
the WCC does that could not be
better done if the Roman Cath-|
olic Church was fully Invokved
init. . '

Dr. Blake added: “The change
on all sides from polemical au-
thority to dynamism gives prom-
ise of new understanding, new
unity, ripening as the warmth

of the new atmospherc makes
it grow each day"

But there were issucs which
he termed ‘“abrasive.” *‘I take
it for granted.,” he said, "that
our responsible leadership will
continue to work on the abra-

on."

He did not foresee that the!
attitudes and hablits of centur-
ies would quickly give way to
harmony, and he suggested that|
these might he hamxdled better

country-hy-country im such mat-|
ters as mixed marriages, rather|{were many who were pressing.

than by some canomical law.

But apart from theological

(f“ﬁ"(‘n“'? t‘t“”o !w‘as'an ar;;a gone so far ahead of the rank
or cooperation belween thel g file membership of thejchallenge to the faith” he said.

Roman Catholic Church and the
service o

by the Churches to economic
justice, and in the political
fileld such as the avoidance of,
nuclear war.

Dr. Blake was welcomed to

the platform by the Council's o o fimes scem irresponsible to late, he said.

president, Archbishop Michael
followed immedialcly by Jesuit’
FFather John Coventry, first sec-,
retary of the recenitly appoint-:
ed Roman Catholic Ecumenical
Commission for Engiand and
Wales, who explained

olics. {

Dr. Blake led up to the four
major issues now facing the
WCC after defining ils current
role in the ecumenical move-
ment generally. The three other
Issues, apart from relations with
Rome, were:

1. Whether the WCC should
move forward faster or slow

Justice Unit

Meets in
Vatican City — (NC) — The
Pontifical Commission for Jus-
tice and Peace, at its second
plenary meeting, Oct. 23-28. set
up permanent committees on

what are considered its major
fields of operation.

The commitices will deal with
the Church’s doctrine on devel-
opment; cconomic aid and trade;
thé Church’s role in nations on
the road to fuller development;
the Church's role in developed
nations; peace and the con
struction of new structures in
the world; and development,
family and population.

The pontifical commission
also announced that it and the
World Council of Churches will
hold a joint working confercnce
on world economic cooperalion
and development.

The date of the joint confer-
ence is April 2228 of next
year. The site has not yel heen
fixed, but Msgr. Joseph Gremil-
lion of the Alexandria, La., dio-
cese, secrcatry of the commis-
sion sald that it will “almost
certainly”™ be held in a develop
ing country.

Rome

Maurice Cardinal Roy of Que-
bec, president of the justice and
peace commission, stressed that
the commission's work in the
doctrinal ficld “is not an at-
tempt to replace the mags
terium (the church's teaching
authority).”

“We hape to help the progress
of doctrine,” he said.

Mser Gremillion, who flanked
Cardinal Roy at a press con
ference on  the  commitiee’s
week-long meeting. said that the
pontifical commission 1s recom-
mending the formation by na-

‘minded people in almost all thejour decisions  will

member Churches of the WCC,
who beligved, the Council’s only
hope’ was'to press forward ml

leadership of the ccumenical
movement.
On the other side, there:

the WCC, “Please go slowers.”
They said that already the Jead-
ership of the denominations had

Churches that they were threat-
ened with new divisions while

To both, Dr. Blake said: "The.
WCC will continue to press for-,
ward as far as you will enable,
us to do. We will not move as
rapidly as some desire. We will,
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| our schools when-they haveé in

| F’M?Q,,:SSJ??- 9, transfers the man-
agement of private schools Trom

Beirut — (NC)— Christian
leaders in neighboring Syria
have closed their schools be-
cause of a government decree
giving full control of all pri-
vate schools to the ministry of
education, it was learned here.

" The ~Teport was confirmed
here by Archbishop Neophytos
Edelby, patriarchal counselor
for Melkite-rite Patriarch Maxi-
mos IV Saigh of Antioch, a
cardinal whose residence is in
Damascus, Syria.

Archbishop Edelby said that
the Christians were obliged to
close their schools “because we
cannot direct them.” He said
that “‘it is useless to maintain

effect become government
schools.” -

The government decree, is-

their owners“to the ministry of
education’ and \annuls all con-
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| Syria Decrees Conﬁ;ol. o
.| Church Schools Closed =

vate schools and their teachers
and administrative personnel.
Archbishop Edelby said that
under the decree the Church
was to be responsible- for the
schools and the expense of op-
erating them, but that it would
have no authority to run them
properly. “If the government
wishes to nationalize our
schools,” he said, ‘“then if

sponsibility-for- them.”

Earlier, 15 Christian leaders
in Syria had sent a letter of
protest against the decree to
the president of Syria and to
the leaders of the ruling Baath
party. The Christian leaders had
‘warned that their schools - will
not open this year unless the
decree is repealed.

Signers of the letter included
the Melkiterite Patriarch of
Antioeh, Armenian-rite - Arch: -
bishop George Layek of Aleppo,
Maronite-rite Archbishop Joseph

tracts between owners of pri-

Salameh of Aleppo.

should also accept financial re- - -

) Dioce
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Christian faith is a minority religion in the Far East but intensity of
tion makes up for fewness in numbers. These pictures from Soeciety of the
Divine Word mission review publication show a Japanese bishop at a Cath-
olic school and Japanesc women at a devotional rite.
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Jesus Christ in this ccumenical; New York — (RNS) — Oper- pages grow rmore and more!
movement. ation Yorkville, an interreligious|blatant.”
which

2. Dr. Blake sid the sccond|organization campaigns| . .
issue from the The communily outside your

major arose against -distribution of obscene

be for ¢ every council nndl(‘ourl'h‘ recent

Church is how seriowly does other, perhaps, bu2 united in

vorking toward a of things to make including

an Advent Tower, Jesse tree
symbols, crib with- eleven
figures, meal prayer
cards and Christmas
home decorations.

Only $1.75

Only omre of the many items now at

] : nudist magazines freer circula-| " '
one take this new theological tion. some  way,

common goal, wilh 3ove emanat-
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The Supreme Court, in two
decisions, threw out obscenity
convictions which had barred
from the country and marked
for distruction a number of
Danish nudist magazines pri-
marily intended for a male
homosexual market.

3. The final issuc was the ing from each small unity.

question how the W(C could
become a truly important in-
strument to serve lhe new
worldwide community that was
so quickly coming into being.
The world is already a neigh-
borhood and must become a
community before it was too

“For any cormmure ity to thrive,'
there must be love. Hate de-
stroys community, €bscene ma-
terial incites to hate. There is
no better way to estroy com-
munity than by feeding it ob-

“For at fcast a decade,” Oper- = O T -
Per| ccene materimiWhich rips T to' ‘

Tation Yorkville's open letter to
Hhe court. declared, “you have|

pieces.” l

OK Abortion-
st Then Who's Next?

Washington —(RNS)— A Ro-

man Catholic legal expert took
strong exception to proponents
of liberalized abortion laws, say-
ing that states should not be
given the power to authorize
“taking the life of other
people.”

Jesuit Father Robert F. Dri-
nan, dean of the Boston College
Law School, thus enunciated
the position .of the Catholic
(‘hurch on gbortion, namely that
it is evil in that it takes the
life of an unborn child.

Throughout the International
Conference on Abortion, the
moral guestion, particularly in
lighit of the Catholic viewpoint,

overshadowed the -lengthy de-
liherations.
Father Drinas, who also i3

chairman of the American Bar
Association's Family Law Sec
lion. indicated that some laws,
natahly the revised North Car-
olina code on abortions, might
even have racial significance.

In o broad statement of his
position, Father Drinan said,
“States  should not have the
power to place the health and
[happiness of a mother over the
right of a child to life.”

He saiwd it "might be pref-
crable” to have no abortion

tional conferences of bishops of

to the Pontfical Commission on
Justice and Peace.

Such a commission -was  ©S
last spring’s meeting of the US
hierarchy in Chicago.
man is Auxiliary
J. Doughertly of Newark, Msgr
Marvin Bordelon of the diocese
of Alexandria,.La | is the direc
tor of the commitlee’s seereta-
riat in Washington.

Buddhist Monk Attends
Cadtholic Seminary

Poona, India—(NC)—A Thai
Buddhist monk is now well
gettled here as a student at the
local papal seminary.

Dressed in the yellow robes
of his order, the 28-year-old
Rev. Vajrappana participates in
all the daily schedule of his
Catholic class mates—except re-
ceiving Communion.

The bespectacled, smiling
“seminarian™ is here to_study
Chistian philosophy and_ theol-

i

The quest first took him, in
1964, to Ceylon’s national Cath-
olic seminary at Kandy. His en-
rollment there, however, led to
criticism from local Buddhists.

The seminary rector then sug-
gested Poona as an allernative
place of study. '

his interest in Christianity to a
Christlan  study <course he at
tended in the Buddhist monas
tery in Thatland.

He said that he then found
that Chrigtians believed in a
God who s the goal of thelr
life.

“This atlracted me ‘much, as
Buddhism does mot believe in
God. According o
the end of everything is mere
salvation from misery and suf-
terings;,” he saidy <~

0.

Refugee Aid

Sydney —(NC)y — Cooperation
between refugee aid agencies in
this country has led to the
formationn of Auwstralians Care
for Refugees (USTCARE) as a
permanent body to assist refu-

The Rev. Vajrappana traces

\
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dollars, You have writlen tracts|the properties of forcign mis-’
;&'hl(’h urowhmore and more con-|sions in the courxtry to their
ustng,  while i} '

s advance knowledge that the __L_ il pornographers' lIndian personmnel,
child would be born cither re-
tarded or seriously deformed.
the Jesuit priest countered:

“If this is a class of people
that the law gives permission
lo extinguish, them what class
will be mext?”

The Catholic spokesman reit-
erated his general tenets on the
question that to allow the lcgal
authorization of abottion under
any circumstances “seems like
a basic compromise that Catho-
jics understandably would be
reluctant to make.”

He added. however, that "if
the only thoice is between a
law that would permit abortion
only in the rare ease of rape,
incest, or a predictably defective
infant and a law that _would
legalize abortion generally, the
Catholic's selection {s_ clear”
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WHY SHOP AROUND THE
CHECKING PRICES?

He argued that proponen{Sof
liberal abortion laws do not
prove the need for a general re-
laxation of those Laws. The con.
ditions are rarc when abortion
might be necded, the “side
effects” are unkmnown, and it
might lead to an increasing
number of doctors performing

abortions, he said.

WE OFFER THE LOWEST PRICES RIGHT IN
YOUR OWN BACKYARD.

Father Drinan foresaw relaxa-
tion of laws increasing the fre-
quency of abortions about five-
fold, from about 8,000 to 40,000
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