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“Shall thé proposed new Constitution, adopted by the Constitutional -

Day.

Artiele 1
BILL OF RIGHTS

— Adds substance of Federal constitutional language guaranteeing freedom
of speech, press, assembly, petition and forbidding any law respecting an
establishment of religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.

— Adds new provision giving any citizen the power to bring a legal action
against the state or its subdivisions to restrain unconstitutional acts or
expenditures.

— Inserts stricter controls over wiretapping and electronic eavesdropping.

— Adds sex, age, and physical and mental handicap as areas in which dis-
crimination is forbidden.

— Requires compensation for damages to private property and “good will" of
retail businesses taken for public purposes, asdefined by law.

— Preserves trial by jury In all criminal and civl cases and extends right for
certain misdemeanors to New York City, commencing in 1970.

— Requires records of the state, local governments and public authorities to
be open to the public.

— Directs legislature to provide for protection and education of the public
against unfair sales, marketing and financing practices.

— Declares the policy of the state to foster and promote the economic secur-
ity of the people and to establish a firm basis therefor.

Artiele 11
SUFFRAGE

— Eliminates literacy requirements and forbids property qualifications for
voting with certain exceptions.

- Mandates permanent personal registration.

— Adds 30-day domicile requirement in an election district to the existing re-
quirements of three months in county, city orvillage for voting.

- Keeps minimum voting age at 21 but authorzes legislature to reduce the
age to not less than 18 which it may not thereafter increase.

Artlcle 1]
LEGISLATURE

— Continues present powers of the Senate and Assembly
— Increases the size of the Senate to 60 menmbers from the present 57 but
keeps the Assembly at 150, effective in 1972.

— Retains two-year terms for legislators In both houses.

— Provides for redistricting legislative seats by a 5-man commission after
each federal census, subject to review by the Court of Appeals and re-
places redistricting by statute.

— Mandates equal population districts and forbids gerrymandering and sets
forth other districting standards.

— Adds new mid-December legislative meeting after each election for the
Senate and Assembly to organize and elect officers.

— Requires both houses to keep transcripts of debates.
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Axtiele 1V
EXECUTIVE

— Continues powers and qualifications of Governor and Lieutenant Gover-
nor.

— Retains Governor's veto power over bills passed by the legisiature.

— Provides for succession in cases of death, resignation and temporary dis-
abllity.

Artiele V
JUDICIARY

— Permits the Court of Appeals to create new judges subject to disapproval
only by concurrent resolution of the legislalure, continues power to create
by statute.

— Requires submission to county voters as to whether a District Court shall
be' established.

— Establishes a permanent court on the judiclary with jurisdiction over re-
moval and discipline of judges except judges of the Court of Appeals.

— Grants authority to the Court of Appeals to administer the court system.

— Conth‘mes concurrent jurlsdiction of the Surrogate's and Family Coutts in
adoption proceedings. -

— Permits establishment ‘of an admlmstratwe court to determine violations
other than felonies.

T Requires thel§tate to aSSUE, over a 10-year period, the cost of dperating
the tinified statewide court system, - .~
— Requires 5 but not more than 1 Appenate leslons in place of the exist-
ing -4.
— Permiits most judges to contlnue on the bench until age 76 on certification
of need and capability.

— Increases jurisdiction of Court of Clairns.

The 1967 Constitutlonal Convention has determined that every
voter of the State should have a short, simple guide to the
highlights of each article of the Proposed Constitution. Following is
thaat guide. It is presented to the voters of the State with the sincere
hope that it will aid them in making an informed choice on Electiom
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Convention, and the Resolution submitting the same, be approved ?n

PROPOSED NEW CONSTITUTION

Article VI o

STATE DEPARTMENTS & OFFICERS

& PUBLIC AUTHORITIES

— Continues powers and elective offices of Comptrolier and Attorney Gen-
eral.

— Gives Governor greater flex ibility to reorganize state government diepart-
ments, subject to disapproval by either house of legislature.

— Reqliires legislature to set up independent review of rules, regulatiorss and
adjudications of state agencies.

— Increases membership of-Public Service Commission from 5 to 7,3 to be

wr  elected by legislature, inslead of all being appointed by the Goveror with

advise and consent of the Senate.
— Adds requirement for public hearings before creation of any public author-
ity and broadens audit power of Comptroller over authorities.

Article V11

PUBLIC OFFICERS-AND
EMPLOYEES

-— Retains oath of office for elected state officials and broadens ban against
any other oath or "test of belief” for public employees.

— Requires a hearing before a public official can be removed from office after
refusing to waive immunity- before a grand jury.

— Requires that workmen ancl mechanics employed by contractors or subcon- -
tractors oh public works recelve no less than the wage prevailing in the
area for their particular trad-e.

— Continues requirement tha® civil service appointments and promotions be
on basis of merit and fitness - retains veterans preference.

— Continues membership in sstate or local retirement systems as a contract;
allows increase but forbids decrease of benefits.

Artiele VEII

NATURAL RESOURCES AN])
CONSERVATION

" — Continues requirement that state forest preserves in the Adirondack and
Catskill mountains be “for-ever kept as wild forest lands.”

’ — Adds statement setting foxth state policy to conserve and protect natural

resources and scenic beauty, including abatement of air and water pollu-
tion and ‘‘excessive and unrecessary noise.”
— Does not include any prowision relating to the Barge Canal.

Article IX
EDUCATION

— Continues requirement thuat legislature maintain and support free public
schools below the college lewel.

= Eltrninates the—protyibition —against direct of hdirect ald to denorraination-
al schools, but such aid iss subject to the restrictions of the Fist Amend-
ment of the United Statess Constitution which are incorporated in Article

" -I of this constitution. -

— Requires—legistature to establish and define a system of higher education

encompassing public and private schools by programs which may include

free tuition, grants, fellowsdips and scholarships.

— Forblds discrimination because of race, religion or national origin, in ad-
mission to any school supported in whole or part by public funds.

— Continues role of Board off Regents as head of state educational system.

— Apportions state ald to scho-ol districts on basis of registration.

— Grants constitutional recognition to the State University and City Uni-
versity of New York.

Article X
STATE TAXATION AND FINANCE

— Retains power of Iegislature to authorize local taxes.

— Continues powers of legislature over appropriations and state budget pro-

cedures,

— Requires bond issues to be approved by two successively electeQ legisla-
tures, eliminating presmt referendum requirements, except as hereafter
stated.

— Impuoses debt ceiling on the state and certain public authorities by requir-
ing that their total payment for debt. service shall not exceed 12 per cent
of the average total revernues in the two preceding fiscal years.

~ Permits ' debt limit to be raised up to 15 per cent after a referendumn.

— Provides broad authoriation for economic and community development
programs, incorporatlng th-e present housing article.

“ZZPermits the state and local governments to grant or fend” money to pert-

sons, associations or privaate corportations for blic purpos

— Requires the legislature to provide by January 1, *1970,,__£9rt/h transfer of
the administration and cast of local welfare programs to the state over a
10-year period.
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Article XTI - ]
LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

— Retains existing powers of local governments and grants all legislative
and admin&trati&e powers which legislature has power to confer subject
to a Statute of Restrictions tobe enacted.

— Adds permission for two or more counties — or New York City and adjoin.
ing county — to create a regional agency to handle specific governmental

functions after adoption of local laws, followed by referendum.

— Retains existing arrangements for intergovernmental cooperation, an-
nexation, eminent domaln, and election of officials.

— Allows counties to adopt charters by referendurn with additional approvals
required therein if local governments within the county are affected.

— Requires local redistricting after every federal census and mandates equal
population districts.

" _ Prohibits members of local legislative bodies from holdihg public office in

any other local government orany other elective office.

— Permits legislature, by statute, to provide for counties to perform assess-
ment or tax collection functions for units of government within thelr
boundaries.

Article XIX
LOCAL FINANCES

— Continues most existing controls over local taxation, borrowing and debt
limits,

— Consolidates debt limit for housing and urban renewal for cities and vil-
lages over 5,000 with their genneral debt limit.

— Removes debt and tax limits of city school districts other than New York,
Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse, Yonkers and Albany and requires the legis-
lature to fix tax limits for towns,

— Permits local gpvernments to request the legklature to change their debot
or tax limits subject to a mandatory referendum.

— Permiits legislature, at request of local government, to change real prop-
erty tax base from 5-year average to 3-year average, subject to local refex-
endum.

Article X111

DEFENSE AND THE ORGANIZED
MILITIA

— Provides that defense of the state and of the United States is an obligm-
tion of all persons within thestate.

— Continues authorization for the militia:

— Adds requirement that legislature provide for continuity of government in
case of disaster or enemy attack.

Article XIV

AMENDMENTS TO THE
CONSTITUTION

— Continuing present system of amending the Constitution by two success-
ively elected legislatures and approval by the people.

— Requires question of whether another Constitutional Convention should
be called to be submitted to the people in 1992, and every 20th year there-
after, or whenever else the legislature determines.

— Prohibits Court of Appeals judges from serving as delegates to future coby--
ventions.

— Continues power of future conventions to-make thelr own rules.

Article XV
MISCELLANEOUS N

- — Provides that the state government shall have all the powers not de-
nied it by the State or Federal Constitution.

— Prohibits trustee of savings bank from having any interest in profits of
the bank.

— Permits local governments to make deposits in savings institutions.

— Retains the prohibition against gambling, except for bingo, the state lot-
tery and pari-mutuel betting. ne

— F‘ixesfthe operiatlve dat:l of the new constitution on January 1, 1969, ex-
cept for certain econorhic and community development purposes and for
first:time passage of debt authorization.
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newspaper of the Albany diocese,
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