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S ^ i a l CorrcspoSaenl 

Laity Reveal Momentum for Renewal 

Mr. Mriore, editor of World 
Outlook, Methodist missions 
magazine, -is a lay theologian 
who has written widely on ecu
menical developments. 

Vatican City — (RNS) — 
Before it opened, some observ
ers here expected the third 
World Congress of the Lay 
Apostolate to be merely a giant 
pep rally. 

By the time the 2,400 partici
pants had finished their eight-
day Congress, this view was 
drastically revised. The Con
gress took the spotlight brief-. 
ly but emphatically away from 
the Synod of Bishops meeting 
nearby. 

From the opening address by 
Thom Kersteins of Holland on
wards, it was obvious that the 
mood of the Congress was blunt 
and aggressive. 

Two subjects immediately be
gan^ to surface as being of im 
tense Interest to the delegates 
— birth control and democracy 
in the Church. It would ner-. 
haps be more accurate to refer 
to them as two aspects of the 
same problem — the wish of 
the laity to make their own de
cisions. 

In a series of workshop dis
cussions, these subjects kept re
curring with greater intensity. 
The question of elected repre
sentatives to be the voice of lay
men in Rome ran into a snag: 
devising a practical method of 
choosing candidates who would 
not themselves be the kind of 
clericalized bureaucrat now \a. 
control. 
i 

(Interestingly enough, there 
seemed to be no personal ani
mosity against many of the pres

ent office holders, who were 
siMken^^^e^Qffia^jJB^gEfc 
vate dlscussiohsTT) , . -

^he-final:compromise«?as a 
series of requests presented to 
the Synod of Bishops. Alttaough 
much watered down from jmany 
of the original demands, these 
requests do contain the essen
tial idea of a world representa
tive body whose officers and 
membership would be el«cted. 
This in itself is a strong eoough 
challenge to the whole «urial 
system to cause shock wawes of 
astonishment and displeasure. 

decision on the choice of means 
4or birth-jcontrol "to the consci-

In the middle of the Congress, 
Pope Paul VI tried to pi»t the 
damper on the exuberance of 
the laity. During a Masss that 
he concelebratesd Ln St. F*eter's 
with 24 bishops and arcftibish-
ops, the Pope delivered araother 
of his "stern warnings" in 'which 
he reasserted that the lay-man's 
duty was to assist the hier-archy 
or dry up "like a trickcle of 
water in the desert." 

Incidentally, the mixed style 
of this service seemeds indica
tive of the current mixed state 
of life within the Roman Cath
olic aggiornamento. It ^>egan 
|with the vast congregatiom sing
ling the hymn "Lobe den Kerrn 
(known in English as "•'raise 
to the Lord, the Almighty") 
while the Pope was carrmed in 
on his throne, rather than walk
ing with his concelebran_ts, 

One was reminded agaian that 
periods of transition haves their 
own momentum. The pap»al en
trance certainly wasn't lifee the 
old pre-Council style, when the 
congregation was passive and 
the choir in some remote dis
tance was chanting '"Eu es 
Petrus." This wis but oane re
vealing detail out of a morn
ing crowded with them. — 

Whatever the purpose «of the 
papal warning, it did not work. 
The laymen and women would 
not be silenced. The resoMution, 
asking the Pope to leawc the 

ence of paTrentsrin^consuitauoir 
with trained and scientific ad
visers," passed only a f t e r 
stormy debate in the meeting 
of heads of delegations but it 
passed handily. 

The action of the Lebanese 
delegate in calling the resolu
tion heresy and storming out 
of the meeting indicates the 
contradictory forces bringing 
pressure on the • Pope in his 
now Jong-drawn-out decision on 
this topic. But the passage of 
the resolution in the face of 
the papal exhortation rjein-
forces the impression that Pope 
Paul has delayed so long in his 
decision thai he has lost con
trol of the situation. 

A resolution not completed in 
time for a vote by the laity 
called for the easing of restric
tions on mixed marriages. This 
was the subject then being con
sidered by the Synod of Bish
ops in their deliberations in the 
Vatican. In fact, they had been 
overshadowed by the freewheel
ing laity. 

The. debate on mixed marri
ages was perhaps not too flat
tering a time to have the spot
light returned to the Synod. 
The background pushing and 

shoving which had gone on over 
this matter M remjnigGeniu^ja^ilbjejt, 
more uncertain "days' bTBieTSec^ 
ond VaticaVi Council. — 

Originally, a memorandum on 
the subject had been prepared 
by the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith (the ex-
Holy Office). This was consid
ered so unsatisfactory by the 
Secretariat for Christian Unity 
that the latter group had threat
ened to issue a minority report. 

As a result, the Pope appoint
ed a mixed commission of the 
two groups, to draw up the work
ing paper for the bishops. The 
paper they produced was con
sidered the most impartial of 
any presented to the Synod, 
since it gave arguments for and 
against proposed changes with
out coming to conclusions. 

It was disconcerting, there
fore, that in presenting the sub
ject to the Synod Paolo Cardi
nal Marella (chosen presumably 
for his neutrality) abandoned 
this approach and leaned heav
ily to the conservative side. 

The impression of stage man
aging in favor of the status quo 
was strengthened when John 
Cardinal Krol of Philadelphia, 
hardly a darling of the progres
sives, was chosen to give the 

official press conference on the 

AIL of this may be simply a 
'searching for evil portents. The 
proposals themselves (to allow 
local bishops to decide wheth
er mixed marriages can be per
formed by Protestant ministers 
or others, whether- the "prom
ises' 'to raise the children as 
Catholics can be dispensed with 
if the priest i s convinced of the 
serious intention of the part
ners to be concerned with the 
children's upbringing, etc.) are 
good, if not yet perfect. Only 
the final result will tell wheth 
er optimism or pessimism is 
proper. 

This remains true of the 
Synod as a whole. I t should be 
reported that _the bishops them
selves, progressive and conserv
ative alike, seem contented 
enough with the wqy things are 
going. But very little has actu
ally been decided and much re
mains for the closing days. 
These in turn are bound to be 
dominated by the historic visit 
of Ecumenical Patriarch Athen-
agoras to Rome. There is al
ready a mounting and justified 
sense of excitement about this 
visit, but it i s essentially sepa
rate from the Synod. On the 
Synod itself, the verdict is still 
out. 

Four Catholic Colleges 
Linked in Detroit 

I Detroit — (RNS) — F o u r 
'Roman Catholic institutions of 
(higher education here have 
Ibegun a two-year test of a con
sortium program which will 
enable students in any of the 
four to use the facilities of all 
the rest. 

.Participating in the program. 
are Madonnas-Mercy ̂ and_Mary-
grove Colleges, all women's in
stitutions, and the co-educa
tional University of Detroit. 
They have a combined enroll
ment of over 11,000 students. 

Pn ^ r ^ ^ p M r a r n S t u d a i ^ 
ir Institution for airy class 

not offered% tneir own school. 

Father Malcolm T. Carron, 
$J.,spresident of the University 
df Detroit, said a tentative be-

•fa, Ml*? 

TM_CMMWC _ _ _ _ ___^_ 

COURIER 
Vol. 79 No. 5 

Friday, Nov, 3, 1967 

MOST REV. 
FULTON J. SHEEN, Ph.D.. D.D. 

Pruldent. 
Member of tha Artlt 

Bureau of Circulation! 
and the Catholic Pr«»i 
Association. Subacribtr 
to National Catholic 
Welfare Confcrance 

News Serrice, Relitfoni Newi Serv
ice. Pabliihed weekly by the Rocheiter 
Catholic PFCM Association. 

MAIN OFFICE— 36 Scio^- 464-7060 
Eochester, N.Y. 14604 

ELMIRA OFFICE — 317 Roblmon 
Bids. Lake St RE 2=S«8S m 1-3413. 

AUBURN OFFICE 168 Eaat 
Genesee St., AL 2-444S 

Entered aa second daaa matter in 
the Post Office at Rochester, N.T., 
u required under the Act of Con

gress of March 3, 1879. 
Single copy 154, 1 rear anbscription 
in U.S. 15.00, Canada 35.50; Foreign 
Countries $6.75. 

UNSURPASSED 
FOR FLAVOR 

TENDER. MOXi WHOLESOME 

FRANKS 
tASTES SO GOOD 
WITH SO MANY 
OTHER POODS. 

PRODUCING THESE 
—~ FINE QUALIftrW 

PRODUCTS SINCE 1880 

ZWEIGLES INC. 
200 CAMPBELL ST. 

PA •-M70 

ginning for the consortium 
came two years ago betwesen the 
university and MarygroveB,.Stu
dents at the university- were 
able tor the first time to- major 
in art" .and music by attending 
classes at Marygrove. 

"The wider plan now being 
inaugurated," P a. t h e r -dSarron 
said, "opens iqp UXSL stuc3cnt at 
any of the institutions the broad 
spectrum of tie various disci
plines and courses offered at 
all the institutions combined. 

BE SURE AND COME SUNDAY 
NITE TO THE 

CRESCENT BEACH HOTEL 
and hear the Battle of the Bands featuring Rochester's 
Dixieland Ramblers Vs. Buffalo's Eli Konikoff Yankee Six 

Dixieland Band. 
The fabulous Dixieland Ramblers on 

Fri. and Sat. nite 

YOUR HOSTS "THE BARRVS" Joe & Gloriat 

IRONDEQUOIT 
tit*' 
0 JULIAN 

UNDERHILL 
yjojult fall ium SufWwiSt€h 

'PERSONAL CONCERN FOR YOUR 
PROBLEMS 

4 

*A "ONE HA.T" SUPERVISOR, AT 
HIS DESK ALL DAY, EVERY DAY 

"HAS CIVEN YOU AN 8% GUT IN 
YOUR 1961 TAX BILL 

'ACTIVE MEMBER OF ST. 
AMBROSE PARISH 

'FAMILY MAN, TWO TEENAGE 
DAUGHTERS 

'CIVIC LEADER AND LONGTIME 
IRONDEQUOIT BUSINESSMAN 

VOTE FOR THE ENTIRE GOP TEAM! 

KLONER 
COUNCILMAN! AT LARGE 

LAPaPLE 
COUNTY LEGISLATOR 

13TH DISTRICT 

FARREN 
COUNCILMAN AT LARGE 

OAKES 
COUNTY LEGISLATOR 

15TH DISTRICT 

FIANDACH 
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE 

MAAS 
COUNTY LE&ISLATbR 

14TH DISTRICT 
V 

VOTE 

HAPPINESS IS A 

HARRIS TWEED . . . 

Handsome Harris tweed, the ultimate in casual 

fashion—the perfect cover-up for now, later and 

early Spring. The peter pan collar adds a pert 

variation to the otherwise classic styling of flap 

pockets an dpleqted back. See is in lovely muted 

shades of browh, red or blue. Misses and petite 

sizes, $50. Sibley's Career Coats, Second Floor; 

Irondequoit, Eastway, SouthtoWn, Greece. 
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